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TOWN OF BRUNSWICK 

MARINE RESOURCE COMMITTEE 
 
Board Composition. 
 

The Marine Resource Committee consists of seven (7) members and two (2) alternates to 
be appointed by the town council. The members must include three (3) town licensed resident 
commercial shellfish harvesters, three (3) residents of the community who do not possess a town 
or state commercial shellfish license and one (1) town licensed resident recreational shellfish 
harvester. One (1) alternate must be a town licensed resident commercial shellfish harvester and 
one (1) alternate must be a member of the community who does not possess a town or state 
shellfish license.  In the absence of a member either alternate may fill the vacancy to constitute a 
quorum, however, that alternate may only vote in the category in which he/she has been 
appointed.  Members and alternates shall be appointed for three (3) year terms.   The town 
council shall appoint a person to fill a vacancy for the unexpired term.  The committee shall 
choose a chairman, vice-chairman and secretary. The chairman shall preside at all meetings of 
the committee. The vice-chairman shall preside in the chairman's absence. Minutes of each 
meeting shall be filed with the town clerk.   Any committee member who has three (3) or more 
unexcused absences from committee meetings in a year shall be removed and replaced with a 
new member by the town council.  
 
Terms of Office. 
 
The term of office is three (3) years. 
 
Meeting Schedule. 
 
1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Powers and Duties. 
 

The marine resource committee shall have the following powers and duties: 
  (1) To administer and coordinate the shellfish conservation program. 
  (2) To recommend to the town council how the money appropriated for shellfish 

conservation programs should be spent. 
  (3) To survey the coastal waters to obtain and maintain current information on 

shellfish resources, including: 
  a. The determination of size frequency. 
  b. The determination of growth rate. 
  c. The estimation of the available standing crop. 
  d. The estimation of potential yield. 
  e. The identification of sources of harmful pollution. 
  f. The identification of other resource problems, such as green crab 

predation and mussel competition. 
  (4) To determine the current level of use of the shellfish resources. 
  (5) To cooperate with the Department of Marine Resources and others in carrying on 

experimental programs. 
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  (6) To prepare and promulgate a shellfish conservation plan in cooperation with the 
Department of Marine Resources based on the results of the shellfish survey, 
recommending area rotation, seeding, transplanting, predator control, and the 
opening and closing of the coastal waters. 

  (7) To collect harvest data documenting local values of shellfish resources. 
 
  (8) To make an annual written report to the town and the Department of Marine 

Resources detailing funds available, expenditures made, shellfish population data, 
results of all conservation and experimental programs, enforcement activities, and 
sources of pollution, predation, competition and other resource problems. 

  (9) To establish annually in conjunction with the Department of Marine Resources 
the number of commercial shellfish harvesting licenses to be issued.  

 
Town Staff Person. 
 
Marine Warden – Dan Devereaux (725-6631)  
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TOWN OF BRUNSWICK 
MARINE RESOURCE COMMITTEE 

Current as of July 1, 2011 
 

(Code of Ordinance Chapter 11 and State Law M.R.S.A Title 12 6671) 
 

CODE OF ORDINANCE 
 

DIVISION 2. MARINE RESOURCE COMMITTEE* 
 
* Cross References: Boards, committees, commissions, § 2-51 et seq. 
__________  
 
Sec. 11-96. Established, members, etc.  
 

There is hereby established a marine resource committee consisting of seven (7) members 
and two (2) alternates to be appointed by the town council. The members must include three (3) 
town licensed resident commercial shellfish harvesters, three (3) residents of the community who 
do not possess a town or state commercial shellfish license and one (1) town licensed resident 
recreational shellfish harvester. One (1) alternate must be a town licensed resident commercial 
shellfish harvester and one (1) alternate must be a member of the community who does not 
possess a town or state shellfish license.  In the absence of a member either alternate may fill the 
vacancy to constitute a quorum, however, that alternate may only vote in the category in which 
he/she has been appointed.  Members and alternates shall be appointed for three (3) year terms.   
The town council shall appoint a person to fill a vacancy for the unexpired term.  The committee 
shall choose a chairman, vice-chairman and secretary. The chairman shall preside at all meetings 
of the committee. The vice-chairman shall preside in the chairman's absence. Minutes of each 
meeting shall be filed with the town clerk.   Any committee member who has three (3) or more 
unexcused absences from committee meetings in a year shall be removed and replaced with a 
new member by the town council.  
 
Sec. 11-97. Powers and duties.  
 

The marine resource committee shall have the following powers and duties: 
 

  (1) To administer and coordinate the shellfish conservation program. 
  (2) To recommend to the town council how the money appropriated for shellfish 

conservation programs should be spent. 
  (3) To survey the coastal waters to obtain and maintain current information on 

shellfish resources, including: 
 
  a. The determination of size frequency. 
  b. The determination of growth rate. 
  c. The estimation of the available standing crop. 
  d. The estimation of potential yield. 
  e. The identification of sources of harmful pollution. 
  f. The identification of other resource problems, such as green crab 

predation and mussel competition. 
  (4) To determine the current level of use of the shellfish resources. 
  (5) To cooperate with the Department of Marine Resources and others in carrying on 

experimental programs. 
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  (6) To prepare and promulgate a shellfish conservation plan in cooperation with the 
Department of Marine Resources based on the results of the shellfish survey, 
recommending area rotation, seeding, transplanting, predator control, and the 
opening and closing of the coastal waters. 

  (7) To collect harvest data documenting local values of shellfish resources. 
  (8) To make an annual written report to the town and the Department of Marine 

Resources detailing funds available, expenditures made, shellfish population data, 
results of all conservation and experimental programs, enforcement activities, and 
sources of pollution, predation, competition and other resource problems. 

  (9) To establish annually in conjunction with the Department of Marine Resources 
the number of commercial shellfish harvesting licenses to be issued.  

 


