
-- APPROVED -- 
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 20, 2004 
6:45 p.m. 

Municipal Meeting Facility 
 

 
6:45 P.M.  Chair Lowe called the meeting to order. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair Forrest Lowe, W. David Watson, Jacqueline A. Sartoris, 

Robert A. Galloupe, Douglas A. Rice, Charles R. Priest, and 
Barbara A. Desmarais.  Councilors Stephen H. McCausland and 
Joanne T. King arrived after the roll call. 

 
Town Staff Present: Donald H. Gerrish, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; 

Mathew Eddy, Director of Economic Development; Clark Labbe, 
Acting Fire Chief; Jerry Hinton, Police Chief; Tom Farrell, Parks 
and Recreation Director; and the TV video crew. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  6:45 P.M.   Acquisition of Property 
 
Councilor Desmarais moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to go into executive 
session to discuss acquisition of property.  The motion carried with seven (7) yeas.  
 
Chair Lowe asked for the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Recognition of Service:  Councilor McCausland and Councilor Priest 
 
Chair Lowe recognized Councilor Priest and Councilor McCausland for all their years of 
service to the town.  He presented them with plaques, thanking them.  
 
Councilor Priest thanked the Council and Town Manager.  He talked about all the work 
they had done together.  He has enjoyed his time on the Council. 
 
Representative Stan Gerzofsky presented Councilor McCausland with a Legislative 
Sentiment, which had been signed by the Brunswick delegation.   
 
Councilor McCausland thanked the voters of Brunswick for their support.  He also 
thanked his wife, Robyn.  He has served with great Councilors and Chairs.  The Town 
Managers, John Bibber and Don Gerrish, have been great to work with.  He discussed the 
Council accomplishments which took place while he was on the Council.  They included 
the building of the coastal connector, purchasing acres of open space, building a new high 
school and a new library, working towards building a Cook’s Corner Substation, and 
purchasing the Times Record Building.  He has had two regrets; 1) not creating a second 
business industrial park and 2) the failure of the community to do something with the old 
high school.   His service has been humbling and he has been honored to be around this 
Council table. 
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Representative John Richardson thanked Councilor McCausland for his public service 
and said his service will be missed by the Brunswick residents. 
 
Chair Lowe read a letter from Faith Moll, former Councilor and Council Vice Chair, 
saluting Councilor McCausland for this service. 
 
Manager Gerrish thanked Councilor Priest and Councilor McCausland for their service, 
and said it has been a pleasure working with them. 
 
Approval of Minutes: September 20, 2004 
     
 
Hearing no objection from the Council, Chair Lowe declared the minutes of September 
20, 2004, accepted as written. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Fred Blanchard, Harpswell Road, said that the teachers’ union contracts are under 
negotiations and the information on their requests needs to be provided to the public.  He 
explained that teachers being underpaid is a myth, and provided details to support his 
comment.  Learning standards are not being met in the education field.  The contract 
increases will cause additional burdens on the taxpayers.   
 
Janet Brand, Bunganuc Road, talked about the role of Councilors and their role in the 
community and with the professional staff.  They should be listening to taxpayers and 
those attending meetings.   
 
(A copy of Ms. Brand’s statement will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Correspondence:       
 
Councilor Priest asked if there had been a response from the Water District about their 
meetings being televised.  Manager Gerrish said he has not received a reply. 
 
Manager’s Report: 
 
a)  Longfellow School Third Grade Visit. 
 
Manager Gerrish told about the Longfellow School Third Graders visiting the town hall 
and said that he had visited their school, as well.  It is a great opportunity to talk about 
town government.  He told them he would say hello to them if they watched on television 
tonight. 
 
b)  Update on Council Retreat 
 
Chair Lowe said the retreat will be on January 8, 2005, at Bowdoin College.  It will be a 
public meeting.   
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Councilor Sartoris clarified that this is not a decision making meting; it is about process. 
 
c)  Downtown Parking Report 
 
Mathew Eddy, Director of Economic Development, said his memo outlines the reports 
the Brunswick Downtown Association (BDA) and the town worked on regarding 
downtown parking.   
 
(A copy of Mr. Eddy’s memo and Parking Summary Report will be attached to the official 
minutes.) 
 
Councilor Sartoris said she wants to have an opportunity to discuss pedestrian safety, 
especially around Bowdoin College.  
 
Manager Gerrish said the town continues to work with Bowdoin College, and the staff 
has gone to Orono and Old Town to look at lighted sidewalks installed there.  This option 
may be considered in Brunswick, depending on their reliability, and could be budgeted in 
next year’s budget. 
 
d)  Habitat for Humanity House Dedication 
 
Councilor Watson updated the Council on a house dedication and read comments from 
Brett Farbstein, the Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity.  Mr. Farbstein thanked 
the Council and residents for their support and assistance with the home.  Councilor 
Watson presented Chair Lowe with a certificate of appreciation from the group. 
 
(A copy of Mr. Farbstein’s letter and the certificate of appreciation will be attached to 
the official minutes.) 
 
e)  Update on Property Tax Reform 
 
Manager Gerrish updated the Council on the proposed legislation on tax reform. He 
explained some of the possible impacts on town projects and budgets. 
 
(A copy of Manager Gerrish’s memo will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Representative Gerzofsky said this legislation is a moving target and the Legislature is 
having workshops on it.  He invited the Councilors to the workshops. When the 
Legislature gets to the end of the process, there will be forums around town to discuss the 
effects of the proposed legislation.   
 
f)  Acceptance of Drug Forfeited Funds 
 
Manager Gerrish said the Police Chief is requesting acceptance of five hundred thirty 
dollars ($530) of drug forfeited funds for use by the Police Department. 
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Councilor Rice moved, Councilor Watson second, to accept and expend five 
hundred thirty dollars ($530) from drug forfeited funds to be used by the Police 
Department.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 

 Adjustments to Agenda:  None. 
 
206. The Town Council will hear public comments on a Community Development 

Block Grant for an Economic Development Infrastructure Project to benefit 
Harbor Technologies.  

 
Mr. Eddy said this item is on the agenda to reaffirm the town’s agreement to accept 
CDBG funds from the State of Maine for the Harbor Technologies project.  The Council 
had approved this in November, but the public hearing was not advertised; therefore, the 
Council needs to hold the hearing and approve the funds again.  The contracts are in 
place.  He discussed the guarantees surrounding this project.  The appraisal on the 
building would cover the cost if there was a problem.  The advertisement is a HUD 
requirement. 
 
Chair Lowe opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to approve the Community 
Development Block Grant for an economic development infrastructure project to 
benefit Harbor Technologies.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
207. The Town Council will receive the Central Fire Station cost estimates and 

will take any appropriate action.  
 
Chair Lowe explained the process and what is occurring tonight.  Cost estimates are 
being presented on the two (2) sites, Aubuchon and the current downtown location.  
There will be a presentation and questions from the Council.   He then will take public 
input.  He wants the Council to make a decision tonight on the selection of a location.  He 
feels the Council has the information they need, and it is their responsibility to make the 
decision. 
 
Manager Gerrish discussed, along with costs surrounding the projects being done at 
either location, the enactment of the International Building Code and the increased cost to 
public safety building construction. 
 
(A copy of the presentation made by the Town Manager will be attached to the official 
minutes.) 
 
Councilor Desmarais asked where training is done now.  (Acting Chief Labbe said not 
much of it is done at the downtown site and the Department has used other areas, so they 
are very limited.)  She asked about resolving the drainage issue in the cellar of the current 
station.  (Manager Gerrish said the numbers include rehabbing the basement for 
improvements.)  She asked if the International Building Code affects the Times Record 
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building renovation for the Police.  (Manager Gerrish said they will need to look at it, but 
he believes it will have to meet the criteria.) 
 
Councilor King asked whether other communities have enacted the International Building 
Code.  (Manager Gerrish said the state adopted it earlier this year, but he is not sure of 
other towns.)  She was concerned about the code’s enactment, with the extra cost on this 
and other projects.  On property acquisition, the price seems low on the downtown 
properties.  She asked if they had done a commercial appraisal.  (Manager Gerrish said 
no; they looked at the assessments, but had not done appraisals.  The cost included is 
double the current assessments.) 
 
Councilor Rice asked about the International Building Code and if the state just adopted 
the code without making changes that may not apply to this area, like some weather 
conditions.  (Acting Chief Labbe said the code looks at three (3) weather areas - wind, 
snow and seismic standards.) 
 
Councilor Rice said when they are looking at the downtown location, the Council needs 
to look at three (3) stations, with one (1) in the west.  What would be the estimated bay 
requirement in West Brunswick?  He said there is going to a lot of housing in the Mere 
Point area and Western Brunswick, so the town needs to look at standards and what they 
are going to provide.  The cost in the downtown area is not realistic, with only one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for property in West Brunswick, and it should also 
include operating cost.   
 
Manager Gerrish said he is not sure about the number of bays, but felt it would be a 
minimum of two (2).   
 
Acting Chief Labbe commented that the West Brunswick site is more than a few years 
down the road.   
 
Councilor Galloupe said the new code is for all buildings and asked if it would effect the 
East Brunswick substation. 
 
Manager Gerrish said that would be based on the time of its adoption.  There may be a 
building permit issued prior to adoption on the code.  He expects the substation to start 
being built in April and the code change may not be adopted by then. 
 
Councilor Sartoris said if new code is a good thing, they may want to include figures 
under that code for East Brunswick. 
 
Councilor Watson asked if the town is currently being protected with the level of the 
current training and testing of emergency equipment. (Acting Chief Labbe responded yes, 
by using overtime and other locations.  He feels his people are well trained.) 
 
Acting Chief Labbe said, responding to Councilor Sartoris’ question about training at the 
East Brunswick Station, they are costing out having a training section there.  The problem 
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is they will not be able to train all staff at once since some will have to man the Central 
Station. 
 
Councilor Rice said training in confined places and sprinkler training could be 
incorporated at the East Brunswick site.  There has to be certification for equipment, 
which is done off site and even out of town.  He asked if that could be done at any of 
sites.  (Acting Chief Labbe responded no, since equipment like the pumpers need a large 
area and it would be costly to do at any of the sites.) 
 
Chair Lowe opened the floor for public comments. 
 
Emily Swan, Chair of the Village Review Board, said in the spring the Board sent a letter 
regarding the downtown area to the Council.  The fire station was included on the list of 
significant buildings in the downtown.  They would not like the building to be torn down. 
 
Charles Wallace, Mere Point Road, pointed out that additional analysis needs to be done 
prior to making a decision.  There needs to be more equity in what is being compared.  
There needs to be cost and other information on a two (2) bay station in West Brunswick.  
There is a lot of missing information and the Council should only vote on a concept 
tonight.  He would like to see the East Brunswick station built quickly, the downtown 
structure preserved, and a station built in West Brunswick. 
 
Marybeth Burbank, read a letter from Bruce Hardina, President of the Northwest 
Brunswick Neighborhood Association.  They strongly support keeping the Central 
Station at the downtown location, where there are many older homes that are close 
together and with a higher number of seniors requiring EMS service.  Speaking for 
herself, she added that the buildings with businesses are older.  She is concerned that the 
Council is going to get caught up in dollar amounts and not the need for response time for 
those people in downtown requiring services.  This Council should support a presence in 
the downtown area.  She thanked Councilor Priest and Councilor McCausland for their 
services to the town. 
 
Claudia Knox, 36 Cumberland Street, said the position of Northwest Brunswick 
Neighborhood Association may not be that of all people in that area.  The Council needs 
to make a decision for the response times for the whole community.  The proposed 
scenario for the downtown is a vast improvement over what was voted down (in 
November 2003), but still presents significant problems.  There are concerns for 
pedestrian safety, with the fire trucks coming out on Maine Street.  There is a loss of 
development opportunity for the Central Station building if the fire station remains in the 
downtown.  The numbers presented this evening are simplistic, since the Council did not 
give the staff enough time to come up with the numbers.  It is not fair to have it come 
back to the Council on Christmas week, with many citizens out-of-town.  This is an 
inadequate packet of information and an inadequate time for public comment.  The 
Citizens for a Better Way formed to do things a better way, and this is not a better way. 
 
Constance Lundquist, 11 Longfellow Avenue, said the issue tonight is not the location; 
it is about the integrity of the process.  If the Council votes without taking the time to 
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analyze the information properly, they are not doing the right thing.  With a huge 
expenditure of taxpayers’ dollars, there needs to be more public input.  There has not 
been time enough for staff to pull all the necessary information together.  Voting tonight 
would not be the responsible thing to do.  The Council needs to preserve the integrity of 
the process. 
 
Richard Nemrow, property owner in the downtown Brunswick area, said there are a lot 
of questions on the quickness of the financial information.  The value of the current 
station, if it were sold, is not included in the numbers.  He expressed concern about 
spending money at this time.  This is not the night to make a decision on the central 
station with the other projects, like the Times Record building and town hall renovations 
and a substation construction.  There is enough on the town’s plate already.  Building the 
substation will provide better numbers for cost for the other location.  He would like this 
item tabled at this time. 
 
Bill Bodwell, whose family owns the Aubuchon site, spoke in support of the downtown 
location since it will be less expensive, will not be taking a prime commercial site, is 
supported by the surrounding neighborhood, and has good response times.  There is a 
movement to have Maine Street go to two (2) lanes from the current four (4), and he feels 
this will hurt the downtown.  He hopes the downtown station is not being looked at to 
support this idea. 
 
Peter Brand, Bunganuc Road, spoke against the downtown site and gave reasons for it.  
He also provided reasons the other site is better, including training opportunities, no need 
for a temporary dome, and no need for another substation.  The downtown building will 
cost more with aesthetic restraints in place.   
 
Marji Greenhut, 10 Noble Street, said she has not heard any conversation on solar or 
green building costs in order to make the building energy efficient and reduce operating 
costs.  She would like to see that included. 
 
Chair Lowe closed the public comment part of this item. 
 
Councilor Desmarais read from a prepared statement.  She explained the community 
themes she became aware of when running for Council and the role they play in this 
decision.  She discussed costs, and the process for the selection of the site.  The 
Aubuchon site does not meet all the themes.  The downtown has more of the old homes 
and more people living there. 
 
(A copy of Councilor Desmarais’ statement will be attached to the official minutes.)  
 
Councilor Desmarais moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to have the Town Council 
select the existing downtown site for an expanded and renovated central fire station; 
that the Council direct the Town Manager to begin negotiations to purchase the 
three (3) adjoining properties needed for the expansion, as follows: Map U-13, Lot 
58A formerly J&A Seafood, Map U-13, Lot 64 owned by W.F. Senter Co., and a 
portion of Map U-13, Lot 54 owned by Treworgy Family, LLC.; and that the 
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Council also direct the Town Manager to begin the process necessary to acquire 
land in West Brunswick for a future substation.   
 
Councilor King spoke against the motion.  There has not been enough information with 
the real costs, like how much selling the central fire station could bring in.  The Council 
will be reversing the good will of the public by pushing this through, especially with no 
building expected for at least three (3) years.  She would like to look at other sites on 
Pleasant Street that will not take valuable commercial property off the tax roles.  She was 
amazed the renovation cost were less than building new – this goes against what she had 
heard up to this point.  She feels she needs more time to review the information before 
making a decision. 
 
Councilor Galloupe said the Aubuchon site has commercial value in taxes and jobs, plus 
traffic is bad and the state is not going to help the town fix the problems.  He would 
support the downtown site, although it is not the ideal site. 
 
Councilor Rice said the staff had been asked to do a big job in a short time.  Initially, he 
felt he could make a decision tonight.  He talked about the numbers presented and the 
bays needed.  Response time will not be any different in the downtown from the 
Aubuchon site.  There are thing gained and lost going to the Aubuchon site.  It is difficult 
to make a decision on either site tonight.  He respects the work of Councilor Priest and 
Councilor McCausland, but he feels more information is needed before a decision is 
made. 
 
Councilor Rice moved, Councilor King seconded, to table this item tonight to get 
clarification and additional information.  The motion failed with three (3) yeas.  
Councilor Sartoris, Councilor Galloupe, Chair Lowe, Councilor Priest, Councilor 
Desmarais, and Councilor McCausland were opposed. 
 
Councilor Priest said there has been a lot of input on the Aubuchon site and there is a site 
available in the downtown, with the land available now.  If the town purchases properties 
and the Council changes their mind, the town will be able to sell them in the future.  The 
reason to act is to get those properties nailed down.  There is not a foregone conclusion 
there will be a West Brunswick fire station – it will depend on development out there and 
the possibility of TIF money to pay for it.  Yet, the town should look at purchasing land 
there now as an insurance policy to have it available in the future.   
 
Councilor Sartoris said she agrees with Councilor Desmarais’ and Councilor Priest’s 
comments.  The downtown site better serves public safety needs and it is not taking land 
from someone not wishing to sell. 
 
Chair Lowe supports Councilor Desmarais’ motion.  This is a modest impact on the 
downtown and is supported by most neighbors.  It serves the most people in the shortest 
time.  The West Brunswick station is some years out.  It could be paid for through fees or 
TIF money in the future.  Staff did a good job tonight with the information they 
presented.  The crux of this matter is location.  The costs are a third of last time around 
and there will be a design process in three (3) or four (4) years.  By then, the town will 



Town Council Minutes 
December 20, 2004 
Page 9 
 
have the experience of the Cooks Corner substation construction.  Two (2) weeks ago it 
was announced that a decision could be made between the two (2) sites and people had 
time to speak to their Councilors.  The Council did try to reach out.  The vote should 
include Councilor McCausland and Councilor Priest since they have been involved all 
along and have the information to make the decision. 
 
Councilor Rice said when the Council started this process, he asked about how many 
bays the town needed.  For him to support the motion tonight, the Council needs to 
recognize the number of bays and response time that are needed for the whole town.  It 
will be more than the cost presented tonight.  When there is growth in West Brunswick, 
there will be additional costs.  The town needs to recognize the downtown site will cost 
more in the long run.  He is not opposed to that, but it needs to be known.  The town 
needs to purchase property or have a provision for it in West Brunswick.  
 
Councilor King said the response time of four (4) minutes is not significantly different at 
either location.  She had residents ask her why the Council has to vote so soon.  She is 
concerned about the timing of purchasing of property with all that is happening at the 
state level.  She did not want to make a decision tonight. 
 
Vote on motion 
 
Councilor Desmarais moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to have the Town Council 
select the existing downtown site for an expanded and renovated central fire station; 
that the Council direct the Town Manager to begin negotiations to purchase the 
three (3) adjoining properties needed for the expansion, as follows: Map U-13, Lot 
58A formerly J&A Seafood, Map U-13, Lot 64 owned by W.F. Senter Co., and a 
portion of Map U-13, Lot 54 owned by Treworgy Family, LLC.; and that the 
Council also direct the Town Manager to begin the process necessary to acquire 
land in West Brunswick for a future substation.  The motion carried with six (6) 
yeas.  Councilor Watson, Councilor Rice, and Councilor King were opposed. 
 
208. The Town Council will receive public input on giving the stage curtain in the 

Old High School to our Sister City in Cuba (Trinidad) and will take any 
appropriate action.  

 
Councilor Sartoris said it was brought up at the last meeting and the Council asked for 
public comments.  The sister city group checked with several local organizations and they 
supported giving the stage curtain to Trinidad. 
 
Chair Lowe opened the floor for public comments. 
 
Tina Phillips, president of the sister city organization, said sixty (60) children’s dream is 
to have a stage curtain and she hopes the Council votes in favor of giving it to them.  
 
Chair Lowe closed the floor for public comments. 
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Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to approve the donation of 
the stage curtain from the Old High School to Brunswick’s Sister City of Trinidad, 
Cuba.  The motion carried nine (9) yeas. 
 
209. The Town Council will consider amendments to the fees for Vendors on the 

Mall and will take any appropriate action.   
 
Manager Gerrish said the Council asked for the fees to be reviewed.  Rockland is the only 
place similar to Brunswick and they charge three thousand dollars ($3,000) for locations 
with electricity and fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) for the one without it.   Freeport has 
similar fees but no electricity is provided.  He is recommending doubling the fee for the 
vendors to fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) and the farmer market to two thousand dollars 
($2,000).  The key is the damage to the mall’s grass and the cost to repair it.   
 
Councilor Rice said he sees the farmers’ market causing the most damage to the grass.  
He would support doubling the cost for both. 
 
Councilor Galloupe said he would support this since the Council can lower it at the time 
of the public hearing, but cannot increase it then. 
 
Councilor Priest suggested getting electric meters for the vendors. 
 
Manager Gerrish said they can look at it, but is an issue of placing too many meters on 
the mall and how it looks. 
 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Desmarais seconded, to set a public 
hearing on January 10, 2005, to amend the License and Business Regulations 
Ordinance, regarding fees for Vendors on Public Ways, to double the current fees.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
210. The Town Council will consider establishing Business Parkway as a town 

way and will take any appropriate action.   
 
Councilor Rice moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to establish “Business 
Parkway” as a town way.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
211. The Town Council will consider appointments to the Times Record Building 

Committee and will take any appropriate action.   
 
Chair Lowe moved, Councilor Desmarais seconded, to table this item.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
212. The Town Council will consider sending a request to the Marine Resources 

Committee for a review of the Marine Structures and Ways Ordinance to 
clarify the responsibilities of the Harbor Master and to review the proper 
placement of moorings and will take any appropriate action.   
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Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to table this item.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:29 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A VIDEO 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK’S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS.   
 
 
 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
December 30, 2004 
 

 
January 10, 2005 

_______________________________ 
Date of Approval 

 
 

_______________________________ 
Council Chair 

 
 


