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BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 3, 2003 

7:30 p.m. 
Municipal Meeting Facility 

 
6:45 p.m. – EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Union Negotiations 
 
Councilor Rice moved, Councilor Randolph seconded, to go into executive session to 
discuss Union Negotiations.  The motion carried with seven (7) yeas.  Councilors 
Watson and McCausland arrived after the vote. 
 
7:30 P.M.  Chair Priest called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to 

the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair Charles R. Priest, W. David Watson, Jacqueline A. Sartoris, 

Robert A. Galloupe, Douglas A. Rice, Nancy E. Randolph, Forrest 
Lowe, Thomas E. Crimmins and Stephen H. McCausland. 

 
Councilors Absent:  None. 
 
Others Present: Donald H. Gerrish, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; 

Patricia Harrington, Assistant Town Manager; Steve Walker, 
Natural Resources Planner; Jerry Hinton, Police Chief; Stanley 
Gerzofsky, State Representative (District 50); several citizens, 
members of the press, and TV video crew.   

 
Minutes of Previous Meetings:   January 21, 2003 
 
Hearing no objection from the Council, Chair Priest declared the minutes of January 21, 
2003, accepted as written. 
 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Resignation from Laurene Byers (Davis Fund Committee) 
 
Manager Gerrish said Laurene Byers had resigned from the Davis Fund Committee.  A 
letter thanking her for her service on this committee will be sent to her and the position 
will be advertised. 
 
Manager’s Report:  (Order of Items were changed with items 2 & 4 going prior to items 

1 & 3) 
 
1) Financial Update 
 
Manager Gerrish reported budget expenditures are in good shape.  As far as the revenues, 
excise taxes were ahead by almost fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for January; state 
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revenue sharing is ahead for the year, with a possibility of an additional seventy-five 
thousand dollars ($75,000) for the entire year; and interest on investments may reach one 
hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000), which is well under the projected two 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) for the year. 
 
2) State of the College Report:  Barry Mills, President of Bowdoin College 
 
Barry Mills, President of Bowdoin College, gave this annual “State of the College” 
presentation.  He discussed the number of applicants, financial aid, endowments, the 
value of Brunswick to the College and vice versa, and enhancing the college’s academic 
program so it continues to be one of the best liberal art colleges in the world.  Responding 
to Councilor Lowe’s question about its future plans, Mr. Mills said the college goal is 
preserving the beauty of its campus and space planning for the future.  There is no set 
plan at this time and they are working with a planner to look at long term and short term 
plans for the campus.  Responding to Councilor Sartoris’ question, he said the issue of 
affordable housing for staff is a serious one for the college. 
 
Manager Gerrish thanked Mr. Mills for coming and for the meetings between the college 
and the town on town issues.  
 
3) Update on Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Grant Request 
 
Manager Gerrish updated the Council on the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Grant.  
The town has made an initial request to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for a grant 
($200,000 over 5 years) from their “Active Living by Design” program. Twenty-five 
proposals will be chosen from throughout the country and the applicants will be asked to 
submit more detailed proposals.   
 
The grant is designed to establish and evaluate innovative approaches that support active 
living – a way of life that integrates physical activity into daily routines, at least thirty 
minutes (30) per day.   
 
He believes that Brunswick has already accomplished a great deal in the “active living” 
arena; this grant would allow the town to complete its efforts and follow through on its 
plans by hiring a full time community planner to focus on obtaining other funding 
sources; making infrastructure enhancements; establishing non-governmental trail 
associations; conducting education and promotion programs; and looking at community 
transportation planning. 
 
4) Report from Chief Hinton on Community Policing Recognition program 
 
Chief Hinton gave the Council an overview of the Community Policing Citizen 
Recognition Program that has been implemented. It rewards citizens for committing an 
act of extraordinary kindness, or unselfishly giving of themselves to help others.  A 
commemorative coin will be given to those citizens by the department’s staff.  The cost 
of this program has been borne by a grant from the Maine Community Policing Institute 
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and a private donation.  He presented a coin to each of the Councilors for their 
contributions to the town.  He will report back to the Council as to how it is going. 
 
Chief Hinton also provided the Council with a copy of the new accident information 
sheet the department will be using. 
 
Adjustments to Agenda: 
 
To table Item 15 
 
11. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for a 

Victualer license and will take any appropriate action. 
   
 Shipley and Friends Catering Co., LLC 
 52 Bagatelle Lane Ms. Barbara Blackburn 
 
Chair Priest opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Galloupe moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to approve the request for a 
Victualer license from Shipley and Friend Catering Co., LLC.  The motion carried 
with nine (9) yeas. 
 
12. The Town Council will receive a report concerning Browntail Moths and will 

take any appropriate action.  
 
Steve Walker, Natural Resources Planner, discussed this item.  Last year two hundred 
eighty (280) acres in the Mere Point area were aerial sprayed.  Despite that effort the 
browntail moths continued to spread, with reports of them throughout the town.  If the 
town were to spray, the state would propose to do so to eight hundred seventy (870) acres 
at a cost twenty one thousand dollars ($21,000).  This would provide some relief but does 
not address the town wide issue. 
 
Dick Bradbury, State Maine Forest Service, suggested not doing aerial spraying and 
spending resources to provide more education.  If sprayed, it would cover only twenty 
percent of the town and would not provide assistance to the rest of town.   
 
(A copy of Mr. Bradbury’s letter will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Mr. Bradbury said, responding to Councilor Sartoris’ question on setback from water, 
with aerial spraying there is a one hundred fifty foot (150 ft) setback from the water and 
with ground applications, one can go to the high water mark when applying.   
 
Councilor Rice moved, Councilor Randolph seconded, not to pursue aerial spraying 
and to have the Natural Resources Planner develop information to educate the 
whole town on the browntail moth issue. 
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Councilor Sartoris expressed her concerns with seeing more spraying by homeowners 
and within the one hundred fifty foot (150 ft.) setback.  In addition, she was concerned 
with what it will mean for the quality of water and how it will affect those who are 
bothered by the moths. 
 
George Gilmore, resident, discussed his personal experience with the browntail moth 
and how he contracted, along with his neighbors, to have a ground application done.  
There was very little problem the following year. 
 
Mariah Parker, resident, questioned if the increase in moths is the result of global 
warming.  She asked if there could be anything used that was not toxic. 
 
Mr. Bradbury said there was nothing non toxic.   
 
Councilor Randolph said she voted against it last year since she has concerns with using 
toxic materials. 
 
Manager Gerrish said there is no money to do spraying.  Education can be put together at 
little or no cost. 
 
Councilor Rice moved, Councilor Randolph seconded, not to pursue aerial spraying 
and to have the Natural Resources Planner develop information to educate the 
whole town on the browntail moth issue.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
13. The Town Council will discuss the authorization of vendors on the Mall and 

Bike Path and will take any appropriate action. 
 
Manager Gerrish said the town is working with the Brunswick Downtown Association 
(formerly the Brunswick Intown Group) and the Brunswick Rotary on a three day festival 
in Brunswick on August 8, 9, and 10.  Activities are planned for the downtown and mall 
area, and along the bike path.  There will be a Civil War encampment, entertainment, 
bike races and the hand-powered regatta on the river.  The issue is how to allow vendors 
selling both food and goods to be allowed on the bike path and mall area.  His thoughts 
would be to license vendors to sell food on Park Row (not on the Mall) for the activities 
on the Mall, and to close the street to traffic that day.    For the bike path, the Parks and 
Recreation Commission has the authority to allow food concessions on the bike path.  He 
is proposing a process for the Council to allow vendors to sell material goods (rafting 
trips, canoes and other water-related material) on the bike path.   
 
Councilor Crimmins wanted the vendors on the mall notified of these amendments. 
 
Manager Gerrish said, responding to Councilor Sartoris, the Recreation Commission has 
had the authority all along to allow for concessions (food sales) in parks; the proposed 
amendment changes “concessions” to also mean vendors, who can also be approved by 
the Commission. 
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Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to set public hearings for 
February 18, 2003, for the proposed amendments to authorize vendors on public 
ways and to change the definition of “concessions” relating to parks and recreation 
areas.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.   
 
14. The Town Council will discuss recognizing Teamsters Union, Local #340 as 

representative for the Public Works Union and will take any appropriate 
action. 

 
Manager Gerrish said the Public Works union has requested that the town recognize the 
Teamsters as their bargaining agent.  Currently, Public Works employees are a 
negotiating unit on their own, without any affiliation to an outside organization.  All of 
the existing union employees have signed cards requesting the Teamsters.  Mr. Gerrish 
recommends that the town recognize the Teamsters for the purpose of negotiating a new 
Public Works contract and that after July 1, 2003, the town recognize the Teamsters as 
the official representative of the Public Works union. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to recognize the Teamsters 
Union, Local #340, as the negotiating agent for the Public Works Union.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
15. The Town Council will discuss Council Goals for the year and will take any 

appropriate action. 
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to table this item until the 
next meeting (February 18, 2003).  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
16. The Town Council will hear a request from the Police Department for an 

Amendment to the Parking Ordinance, regarding Upper Park Row, and will 
take any appropriate action. 

 
Chief Hinton discussed the need for this change since there have been changes in the 
structure of Park Row with a new entrance off Maine Street due to the installation of the 
Joshua Chamberlain statue. 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Randolph seconded, to set a public hearing for 
February 18, 2003, on an Amendment to the Parking Ordinance, regarding parking 
on Upper Park Row, with the ordinance to be passed on an emergency and regular 
basis.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
17. The Town Council will consider issuing the Warrant for Unlicensed Dogs 

and will take any appropriate action. 
 
Councilor Watson moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to issue the Warrant for 
Unlicensed Dogs.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
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(A copy of the signed warrant will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
18. The Town Council will make appointments to the following Boards and 

Committees: 
  

Review Committee to Oversee the Review Process for the 1993  
Comprehensive Plan 

1 Business Representative 
1 Developer 
2 Citizen Representatives 
  

Conservation Commission – 1 Full Member 
Growstown School Committee – 1 Neighborhood Member, 1 AAUW Member 
Housing Authority – 1 Resident Member 
Planning Board – 2 Full Members 
Zoning Board of Appeals – 1 Associate Member 
 

  
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Crimmins seconded, to table appointments to 
the Review Committee to Oversee the Review Process for the Comprehensive Plan.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to nominate Robert Morrison 
to the Conservation Commission, and to ask the Chair to cease nominations and to 
cast one vote for Mr. Morrison.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor McCausland seconded, to nominate Joan 
Hoppe to serve as the Neighborhood representative and Pricilla Smith to serve as 
the AAUW representative to the Growstown School Committee, and to ask the 
Chair to cease nominations and to cast one vote each for Ms. Hoppe and Ms. Smith.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to nominate Louise Russell to 
serve as a resident member of the Brunswick Housing Authority, and to ask the 
Chair to cease nominations and to cast one vote for Ms. Russell.  The motion carried 
with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to nominate Carol Liscovitz 
and Charles Frizzle to serve on Planning Board, and to ask the Chair to cease 
nominations and to cast one vote for Ms. Liscovitz and Mr. Frizzle.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to nominate Robert Cain to 
serve on the Zoning Board of Appeals, to ask the Chair to cease nominations and to 
cast one vote for Mr. Cain.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
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Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor McCausland seconded, to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS.  

 
 
 
F rances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
February 10, 2003 
 
 
 

February 18, 2003 
_________________________ 

Date of Approval 
 

Char les R. Pr iest 
__________________________________  

 
Council Chair 


