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BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
July 19, 2004 

7:30 p.m. 
Municipal Meeting Facility 

 
 
7:30 P.M.  Chair Lowe called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to 

the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair Forrest Lowe, W. David Watson, Jacqueline A. Sartoris, 

Robert A. Galloupe, Douglas A. Rice, Charles R. Priest, Barbara 
A. Desmarais, and Joanne T. King.  Councilor Stephen H. 
McCausland arrived after roll call. 

 
Councilors Absent:  None.   
 
Town Staff Present: Donald H. Gerrish, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; 

Patricia Harrington, Assistant Town Manager; Steve Walker, 
Natural Resource Planner; Rick Desjardins, Police Commander; 
John Eldridge, Finance Director; John Foster, Public Works 
Director; Mathew Eddy, Director of Economic Development; Gary 
Howard, Fire Chief; Clark Labbe, Deputy Fire Chief; and the TV 
video crew. 

 
Minutes of Previous Meetings: July 6, 2004     
 
Hearing no objection from the Council, Chair Lowe declared the minutes of July 6, 2004, 
accepted as written. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Laura Brann, River Road, said she was not supportive of a regionalization approach for 
the substation.   
 
Nancy Randolph, 47 Maine Street, said the Council needs to respect and honor 
Brunswick citizens. 
 
Fred Blanchard, Harpswell Road, asked if the Council will vote to provide property tax 
relief with the tax savings since the State will have to pay 55% of education costs (based 
on the June election outcome). 
 
Robert Coffin, Coffin Street, suggested taking down the current central fire station and 
rebuilding on that site. 
 
Mary Heath, 10 Cedar Street, expressed concerns that the Council and the town did not 
know about the work MDOT had done to create parking spots for the temporary railroad 
stop on Cedar Street.  The project did not go through the town review process.  The state 
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bypassed the normal process.  She is concerned about the impact on the residents of 
Cedar Street.  She had several questions about maintenance, lighting, policing and safety 
issues. 
 
Correspondence:   None 
 
Manager’s Report: 
 
a) Update on Mere Point Boat Launch 
 
Steve Walker gave this update on the Mere Point Boat Launch process.  The Maine 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has submitted their Natural Resources 
Protection Act Application, Supplement I, to the Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection.  The proposed facility layout had been altered to further avoid and minimize 
impacts to jurisdictional resources; the major change being a newly proposed entrance 
road though the former Beskett property.  This new road location avoids wetland impact, 
addresses neighborhood concerns regarding the overburdening of Birch Island Lane, and 
responds to legal arguments that the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
does not hold exclusive rights to the existing Birch Island Lane.  Additionally, the 
proposed parking area has been redesigned to better accommodate truck and trailer 
circulation and parking. 
 
Councilor King asked how the town knows the state things will go well. 
 
Mr. Walker said the town has been involved since the beginning of this project.  
 
Mr. Walker said, responding to Councilor Sartoris’ questions, the new entrance will have 
less of an environmental impact on the site.  It will require wetland mitigation. 
 
Councilor Sartoris said she would like to see how this would impact the coast compared 
to other projects and types of development. 
 
b) Update on Excursion Rail Service 
 
Ron Roy, from MDOT – Office of Passenger Transportation, explained the project on 
Cedar Street and how railroad service to Brunswick would work.  Trains will be operated 
for the Rockland Lobster Festival that will run from August 5 to August 8.  To be ready 
for this, they have been on the fast track to provide the necessary ancillary facilities to 
support the success of this proposal.  He described the site and said the parking is far 
enough away from the propone tank.  He thought there had been communication with the 
town and they did not view this as a large project.  He apologizes if there was 
miscommunication.  After this project, the railroad will be working with the town and the 
Chamber of Commerce to make sure there could be a successful project in the future.  He 
suggested the town look at a transit system. 
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Manager Gerrish said the Town Attorney is reviewing the issue of whether or not the 
state has to come under the town’s rules and processes.  Even though it is after the fact, 
the parking area will be going before the Planning Board for review.   
 
Councilor Desmarais said she has been on the phone with the residents of Cedar Street.  
They feel as if they were mistreated, and public officials’ charge is to take time to get 
input.  MDOT needed to understand the impact of moving people through 
neighborhoods.  MDOT should have contacted the town immediately.  Denying residents 
concerns was disrespectful and broke a public trust.  If their concerns were addressed, the 
neighbors may have been more open to the train.  MDOT should invite the Cedar Street 
residents to ride the train.  She is feeling very let down. 
 
Councilor Sartoris said the state cannot have it both ways and chose to go through the 
town process, like in the case of the boat launch, and not in others, like this parking.  She 
said the state needs to follow local processes.  It is important to have the support of the 
town on other projects.  She felt an apology to the residents might be in order. 
 
Chair Lowe said he hopes in the Planning Board process, MDOT can make amends to the 
town.  They should have given at least a notice to the Cedar Street residents. 
 
Manager Gerrish said the town did have a conversation with the state on a possible site, 
but the problem occurred when the state did the changes to the land prior to the Planning 
Board review.   
 
Councilor Sartoris said the town needs to get a legal interpretation on home rule. 
 
c) August Council Meeting 
 
Manager Gerrish said the plan is to meet on August 16 and not hold the first meeting of 
the month. 
 
d) (Added) Nomination Papers 
 
Fran Smith, Town Clerk, announced that nomination papers for School Board and Town 
Council would be available on Friday, July 23.  

 
 Adjustments to Agenda: 

 
To table Item 129. 
To add Items 135 and 136 regarding Declaration of Intents for the Times Record 
Building.  
 
128. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for an 

Alcoholic Beverage License and will take any appropriate action. 
 
 Full Time Vinous and Malt 
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 Ming Court Buffet, Inc. d/b/a Ming Court 
 110 Pleasant Street Ming Guo 
 
Chair Lowe opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to approve the application for 
an Alcoholic Beverage License from Ming Court.  The motion carried with nine (9) 
yeas. 
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
129. The Town Council will hear public comments on a proposed amendment to 

the Zoning Ordinance regarding the Resource Protection Area Setback 
Exemption and will take any appropriate action.  

 
This item had been tabled since the Conservation Commission did not have a chance to 
comment on this proposed change.   
 
130. The Town Council will hear public comments on an Ordinance authorizing 

the acquisition of the Brunswick Times Record building and the Issuance by 
the Town of its bonds and notes in an amount not to exceed $1,500,000. 

 
Chair Lowe opened the public hearing. 
 
Robert Coffin spoke against spending money to purchase the Times Record building to 
house the police department.  This is a large debt for a building that is too big for the 
police department.   
 
Pem Schaeffer, Crestview Lane, said the police should be the first tenants, but save 
space for growth in the future. 
 
Leo Theberge, Old Portland Road, said he felt that buying the Times Record building is 
a waste of money.  Instead the town should have a combined facility.  The Times Record 
building does not buy better police protection - just creates more cost.   
 
Maria Parker, 272 Maine Street, said there needs to be something that spells out how 
this will work together.  Maybe the Times Record site could be combined to include the 
Fire Department.  
 
Robert Broderick, 38 Hawthorne Street, said he was concerned about not knowing how 
much it will cost to do the project and wants to have a better idea what is planned for the 
building.  
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Ted Crooker, 44 Storer Road, spoke in support of the project and said the building is 
being purchased at a good price.  There will be additional parking and more space in the 
town hall.  
 
Chair Lowe closed the public hearing. 
 
Manager Gerrish said the plan would also include having the Council Chamber and Cable 
7 located in the building.  Human Services may also move there.  It will be a twenty (20) 
year bond, creating a 1.2% tax increase for the building’s purchase and a 0.6% increase 
for operation cost.  
 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to approve the 
Ordinance authorizing the acquisition of the Times Record building and the 
Issuance of Bonds and Notes in an amount not to exceed $1,500,000.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice and adopted ordinance will be attached to the 
official minutes.) 
 
131. The Town Council will receive information on potential sites for a Central 

Fire Station and will take any appropriate action. 
 
Pat Harrington, John Foster, and Clark Labbe presented answers to the questions the 
Council asked at their last meeting. 
 
(A copy of the staff memo answering Councilors’ questions from the July 6 meeting is 
attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor King and Councilor Rice felt there would have to be more done to realign 
Stanwood Street.  Councilor King would like questions answered on the cost and scope 
of the project prior to making a decision. 
 
Pem Schaeffer, speaking on behalf of Citizens for A Better Way, said they are endorsing 
the Aubuchon site.  It has the best overall long-term benefit for the town.  They feel a 
referendum should be held to see how citizens feel. 
 
Mike Austin, 57 McKeen Street, said if the town is going to provide property values, 
they need to get appraisals.  The Council needs to make a decision. 
 
Peggy Shiels, 9 Stanwood Street, read a prepared statement, which concluded that based 
on the information provided by the town, Aubuchon was the better site. 
 
(A copy of Ms. Shiels’ statement will be attached to the official minutes.) 
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David Bellville, 4 Stanwood Street, discussed his concerns about the Stanwood Street 
site with safety, loss of property value, a loss of a neighborhood and the effect of months 
of construction in that area. 
 
Venise Kronstrand, 4 Stanwood Street, has lived there for many years.  She spoke 
against the Stanwood site. 
 
Lucille Bernier, 11 Stanwood Street, has been a resident there since 1951 and she spoke 
against the fire station on her street. 
 
Maria Parker, Maine Street, spoke in support of Aubuchon site. 
 
Reggie Lebel, business located at 8 Stanwood Street, spoke against the Stanwood Street 
site for the location for the central fire station since it would effect the professional 
people located on that street. The cost of building would be greater there and it would 
dislocate families.  He spoke in support of the larger Aubuchon site, and the fact there are 
no “problems” there. 
 
William Bodwell, 22 Ocean Drive, who had recently purchased the Aubuchon site, 
spoke against the fire station going there since two businesses are located there, which 
would lose their space.  In additon, he would like to have a car dealership there in the 
future, which will provide tax dollars and employ over twenty (20) people. 
 
Ted Crooker, 44 Storer Road, spoke in support of the Aubuchon site and having a River 
Road interchange.  This site is a central location for the town and will help provide fire 
and EMS services to the growing west side of town. 
 
Brian Thibeault, 10 Webster Street, expressed concerns about the Aubuchon site, with 
the heavy traffic on Pleasant Street and the need for emergency vehicles to use Webster 
Street. 
 
Father Manny Andrade, 4 Stanwood Street, spoke about the loss of subsidized housing 
on Stanwood Street, translating into difficulty for the people living there finding suitable 
housing. 
 
Paul Caparrotto, owner of 5 Stanwood Street, said that it would hurt him economically 
if he lost his building for a fire station.  Without the monthly income of sixteen hundred 
dollars ($1,600) from rentals, he would have to work an additional eight (8) years until he 
could retire.  
 
Leo Theberge, Old Portland Road, said the fire station could be located where the old 
high school’s C/D wing is.  Other than that, the best site would be the Aubuchon site, 
with the realignment of River Road. 
 
Chair Lowe looked for direction from the Council as how to move ahead and asked each 
Councilor to select a tentative site. 
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Councilor McCausland asked those Councilors in favor of the Aubuchon site if they 
would be willing to commit to do what is necessary to have the emergency vehicles move 
quickly on Pleasant Street. 
 
Councilor King said by using signals, the traffic could be controlled, and the town would 
not be displacing Stanwood Street residents.  She questioned where the traffic would go 
on Stanwood Street if the station were there.  The Aubuchon site can reach the target 
response times for most of the town.  She is ready to move on that site. 
 
Councilor Watson said the firefighters know how to drive emergency vehicles and he 
does not see the traffic being a problem on Pleasant Street.  Other communities have their 
fire stations on major roads.  He still supports the Aubuchon site.  It is the most 
economical and practical site for Brunswick’s future. 
 
Councilor Rice said with twenty three percent (23%) of calls in this area, the Aubuchon 
site would fit the town’s future needs.  The Council does need to commit to improving 
Pleasant Street at this time.  By selecting the Stanwood Street site, the town would be 
taking away from the housing stock and changing the character of that neighborhood.  He 
supports the Aubuchon site. 
 
Councilor McCausland said that traffic is an issue.  This has been a huge issue for the 
town.   If the town is going to put the station on the town’s busiest street, the Council 
needs to make the improvements to get emergency traffic out. 
 
Councilor Desmarais said she is willing to commit to fixing Pleasant Street to make it 
work.  The station could cover the west side of town, yet it would be close enough to the 
downtown.  She talked about the history of the homes on Stanwood Street.  The corner of 
Stanwood Street is a neighborhood.  Plus, she does not want to change the zoning there.  
There would be a higher cost for the building on the Stanwood site site.  She did not think 
it was viable to move people from homes when there is another option. 
 
Councilor Sartoris said that in the future, the zoning might be changed to meet potential 
commercial interests and that would change the neighborhood.  The Council may need to 
pledge to make no zoning changes in that area if they do not want Stanwood Street to 
change. 
 
Councilor Rice said there were other sites that were not considered because there would 
be an effect on the neighborhood.   
 
Councilor Galloupe said his biggest concern is with the traffic on Pleasant Street and it is 
going to continue to grow and get worse.  For years, ambulances went down Stanwood 
Street to the old hospital.  When traffic is at a stop dead on Pleasant Street, it could not be 
moved if emergency vehicles needed to get by.  The Council needs to look into the 
future.  He does not like the idea of taking homes, but the town has to provide the best 
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protection for the whole town.  There will continue to be more commercial growth on 
Stanwood and Pleasant Streets. 
 
Councilor Priest said response time to Jordan Avenue (representing 6% of the total calls) 
is his concern.  Traffic is the key issue for him.  The town must pledge to help displaced 
people find new homes.  He has not heard any reason that he should change his mind on 
selecting the Stanwood Street site. 
 
Councilor King asked those in support of the Stanwood Street to discuss how they feel 
about displacing people. 
 
Councilor Sartoris said the choices for sites have been bad.  She believes that in ten (10) 
years people will be displaced on Stanwood Street for commercial uses.  Response time 
does not stand alone.  They also have to look at other things, including how one (1) 
accident on Pleasant Street could stop access.  She is not happy about displacing residents 
and is not happy with the site choice, but she needs to make a decision based on the site. 
 
Councilor McCausland said Stanwood Street is going to change, yet it is a neighborhood.  
The town needs a fire station for the future.  The Council will have time to plan traffic 
since the process will take several years.  He supports the Aubuchon site.  
 
Chair Lowe moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to set a public hearing for August 16, 
2004, with the Aubuchon location as the tentative site.  The motion carried with nine 
(9) yeas. 
 
132. The Town Council will consider amendments to the Weapons Ordinance and 

will take any appropriate action.  
 
Councilor Watson explained why this proposed language came about since there was an 
issue with target shooting occurring close to homes.   
 
Manager Gerrish said the proposed amendment does the following:  

1) If anyone wants to target practice in Brunswick for any reason, the site they want 
to use must be approved by the Police Department. 

2) Neighbors within one thousand feet (1,000 ft.) of the site would have to be 
notified and allowed to comment. 

3) The approval is only for one (1) year. 
 
Peter Footer, 261 Old Bath Road, said he has been shooting on his property for years.  
He does not support this since it was designed to help the Police deal with a problem with 
one (1) person.  This is not called for. 
 
Ted Crooker said he has a shooting range.  He would like to know more about what state 
law has so the town does not over regulate.   
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Councilor King moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to table this item until the second 
meeting in September.
 
Manager Gerrish said that they did look at state law and compared it to the proposed 
language. 
 
The Council discussed how to proceed. 
 
Councilor King amended her motion, and Councilor Priest agreed, as the seconder, to 
table the discussion until August 16. 
 
Councilor King moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to table the item until August 16, 
2004.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.
 
133. The Town Council will consider a policy on the process used to approve 

Liquor License applications and will take any appropriate action.  
 
Councilor Priest and Manager Gerrish explained how the proposed policy will create the 
following process: 

1) Liquor licenses would be approved by the Town Clerk. 
2) Only new licenses, changes in ownership, or a license that the town has 

received complaints about will come before the Town Council for a public 
hearing and approval. 

3) The Town Clerk would post a list of licenses coming up for renewal a month 
ahead of the renewal date.  This list would be provided to the Council and 
posted in town hall, on the town’s website, and on Cable 7.  

 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to adopt a policy, which 
allows the Town Clerk to issue alcoholic beverage license renewals without public 
hearings.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
134. The Town Council will receive an update on the Department of Justice ADA 

Audit and will take any appropriate action.  
 
Pat Harrington, Assistant Town Manager, explained that the town had an ADA audit by 
the Department of Justice.  The town is working on an agreement that outlines what the 
town will do in the future to meet ADA requirements.  The town will have up to five (5) 
years to make the necessary improvements.  
 
(A copy of a spreadsheet outlining the audit’s findings will be attached to the official 
minutes.) 
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Desmarais seconded, to authorize the Town 
Manager to sign a Consent Agreement with the Department of Justice.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
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135. (Added) The Town Council will consider a Declaration of Intent regarding 

acquisition of land and the Times Record buildings and will take any 
appropriate action. 

 
Manager Gerrish explained this item and the next need to be approved as part of the bond 
ordinance used to purchase the Times Record building. 
 
Councilor Rice moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to adopt a Declaration of Intent 
regarding acquisition of land and the Times Record building.  The motion carried 
with nine (9) yeas. 
 
136. (Added) The Town Council will consider a Declaration of Intent regarding 

renovation, reconstruction, furnishing and equipping the Times Record 
building and will take any appropriate action. 

 
Councilor Desmarais moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to adopt a Declaration of 
Intent regarding renovation, reconstruction, furnishing and equipping the Times 
Record building.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 11:32 pm. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A VIDEO 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK’S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS.   
 
 
 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
July 26, 2004 
 
 

 
August 16, 2004 

_______________________________ 
Date of Approval 

 
 

_______________________________ 
Council Chair 

 
 


