
-- APPROVED -- 
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

July 6, 2004 
7:30 p.m. 

Municipal Meeting Facility 
 

7:00 p.m. – EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Acquisition of Property 
 
Councilor Desmarais moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to go into executive 
session to discuss the acquisition of property.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
7:30 P.M.  Chair Lowe called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to 

the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair Forrest Lowe, W. David Watson, Jacqueline A. Sartoris, 

Robert A. Galloupe, Douglas A. Rice, Charles R. Priest, Barbara 
A. Desmarais, Joanne T. King, and Stephen H. McCausland. 

 
Councilors Absent:  None.   
 
Town Staff Present: Donald H. Gerrish, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; 

Patricia Harrington, Assistant Town Manager; Phil Carey, Planner; 
John Foster, Public Works Director; Mathew Eddy, Director of 
Economic Development; Jerry Hinton, Police Chief; Gary Howard, 
Fire Chief; Clark Labbe, Deputy Fire Chief; and the TV video 
crew. 

 
Minutes of Previous Meetings: June 7, 2004    June 21, 2004     June 28, 2004 
 
Hearing no objection from the Council, Chair Lowe declared the minutes of June 7, 2004, 
June 21, 2004, and June 28, 2004, accepted as written with a correction to a name in the 
June 21 minutes. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Michael Austin, 57 McKeen Street, said he has recently seen other new fire stations in 
Maine and none have cost more than two million dollars ($2,000,000).  The Council 
should look at them.  He looks forward to a decision on a site. 
 
Several citizens, including the following, spoke in support of the Aubuchon site being 
selected for a central fire station and expressed concerns about the Stanwood Street site: 
Peggy Shiels, 9 Stanwood Street; Kate Anagnostis, massage therapist located at 8 
Stanwood Street; Reggie Lebel, massage therapist located at 8 Stanwood Street; Paul 
Caparrotto, owner of 5 Stanwood Street; Karl Fattig, resident of 8 Stanwood Street; 
and, Lorraine Berte’, owner of 85 Pleasant Street. 
 
Correspondence:   
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Councilor Sartoris thanked the Town Manager and Police Chief for sending a letter to 
MDOT after the residents of Baxter Lane requested the speed limit be reduced on Route 
123. 
 
Manager’s Report: 
 
a) Financial Update 
 
Manager Gerrish gave this report.  Revenues will be between three hundred thousand 
dollars ($300,000) and four hundred thousand dollars ($400,000) more than projected for 
the fiscal year 2003-2004.  Expenditures will have a savings in many areas. 
 
b) NASB Gate Project Update 
 
Manager Gerrish gave this update.  The Navy closed the Coombs Road gate at 6:00 p.m. 
on July 2 and opened the Forrestal Gate on Tuesday, July 6 at 5:30 a.m.  The construction 
of the Main Gate is on schedule to be completed in late September or early October.  The 
town will continue to monitor traffic on Route 123 and Dyers Corner. 
 
Councilor Sartoris talked about the increased truck traffic on Middle Bay and Mere Point 
Roads.  She asked the Manager to have Base personnel remind the contractors not to 
allow their trucks to go over those two (2) streets.  She also asked the Manager to see if 
the Base would provide a reminder to those going on base that the Forrestal Gate is open, 
to encourage traffic away from the Dyers Gate. 
 
c) Update on Excursion Rail Service 
 
Mathew Eddy, Director of Development, said a plan is being developed for parking and 
there is work being done on the track.  There has been a discussion regarding a Portland 
to Rockland run and excursion runs between Brunswick and Rockland.  There will be 
parking for fifty (50) to sixty (60) vehicles.  There should be a press release soon on what 
is happening.  Responding to Councilors’ questions, Mr. Eddy said the platform will be 
on state land, but the town will need to have additional insurance.  He added that Freeport 
does not want to participate this year. 

  
 Adjustments to Agenda: None 

 
119. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for a 

Food Service License and will take any appropriate action.  
 
 Mid Coast Geriatric d/b/a Mid Coast Geriatrics 
 58 Baribeau Drive Vickey Soikum 
 
Chair Lowe opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
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Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Desmarais seconded, to approve the application 
for a Food Service License from Mid Coast Geriatrics.  The motion carried with 
nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
120. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for a 

Special Amusement license and will take any appropriate action.  
 
 President/Trustees of Bowdoin College d/b/a Magee’s Pub/Morrell Lounge 
 6200 College Station      S. Catherine Longley 
 
Chair Lowe opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Rice moved, Councilor Desmarais seconded, to approve the application 
for a Special Amusement License from Magee’s Pub/Morrell Lounge at Bowdoin 
College.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
121. The Town Council will hear public comments on the Municipal 

Infrastructure Trust Fund Grant which will be used to raze the NAPA 
building and build a new parking lot in its place.  This grant will also be used 
to make improvements to Center Street. 

 
Mr. Eddy said this item will officially authorize the acceptance of the Municipal 
Infrastructure Trust Fund Grant.  The Council approved funding this project in the 
2004/05 budget.  The town will buy the NAPA building, demolish it, construct parking 
on the site and re-do Center Street, with curbing and drainage. 
 
Chair Lowe opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Desmarais moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to accept the Municipal 
Infrastructure Trust Fund Grant to be used for the NAPA project.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
122. The Town Council will receive a report on two potential sites for a Central 

Fire Station and will take any appropriate action.  
 
Patricia Harrington, Assistant Town Manager, gave a report on the two potential sites for 
a Central Fire Station.  John Foster, Public Works Director, and Clark Labbe, Deputy Fire 
Chief, also participated in the presentation. 
 



Town Council Minutes 
July 6, 2004 
Page 4 
 
(A copy of the presentation will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Manager Gerrish said that the staff unanimously chose the Stanwood site as the better 
location for the central station, but either site will work. 
 
Bruce Ibarguen, State Traffic Engineer, said from a traffic standpoint, Pleasant Street 
offers some challenges with the high traffic.  He had no formal comments to make. 
 
Chair Lowe explained the process.  The Council has been discussing this for a long time.  
He feels the Council should move forward on selecting a location and acquire a site.  The 
time for designing will be in the future.  It is his hope that they could move ahead to 
make a decision on one of the two sites and hold a public hearing at the next meeting. 
 
Councilor Desmarais said she thought that the Council should hold a public hearing prior 
to the selection of a site. 
 
Chair Lowe said he felt it was better to have an actual choice so comments can be 
directed toward it. 
 
Councilor King said that fifteen (15) families on Stanwood Street would be disrupted if 
that site was selected.  The Aubuchon site is very close to Stanwood Street and since it is 
further west, it would provide the best coverage for the entire area.  The Aubuchon site 
would not have to be changed.  She wanted to select the site that does not disrupt 
families. 
 
Councilor Rice said this is one of the toughest decisions he has had to make since both 
sites are in his district.  He felt there are more traffic issues than the six hundred (600) 
cars on Stanwood Street since the traffic from Pleasant Street has to go somewhere at this 
intersection.  As far as the Aubuchon site, some of the extra response time could be used 
to control traffic.  There are no zoning changes and this site does not impact families.  At 
the current central station there are only two ways to go – the same as the Aubuchon site.  
There are unwilling sellers on Stanwood Street.  He supports the Pleasant Street site at 
this time. 
 
Mr. Ibarguen said, responding to Councilor Galloupe’s question, he was not aware of any 
major problem with the alignment of Stanwood Street, but the state would be interested 
in working toward a solution to the problems with the intersection. 
 
Councilor Galloupe said he does not like to lose housing, but the Council needs to look at 
the good of the whole town.  The Stanwood Street site is the better location.  Regardless 
of which site is selected, there are four (4) units which will go in the future to align 
Stanwood Street.  With other considerations, there will be a loss of only six (6) housing 
units total.  There are more options for fire trucks getting out in the Stanwood Street area.  
The Stanwood Street site would service the whole town better.  The traffic on Pleasant 
Street will only continue to get worse. 
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Councilor McCausland said he owns property on Stanwood Street, but it is not one of the 
affected lots.  He is not ready to make a decision tonight, as there is a need for public 
input.  One year ago the Council determined that both sites were not good with traffic 
volumes there.  There needs to be a cost provided for realigning River Road included in 
the information.  He wants to hear from others in town, also.  This is not a time to make a 
quick decision.  The Council had selected the downtown area last year since it has the 
highest number of calls. 
 
Councilor Desmarais said she told some citizens that the Council was not going to make 
a decision tonight.  She is leaning toward the Aubuchon site.  She wants to know what 
changes need to be made to Turner and Webster Streets to allow trucks to use it.  She 
asked if any consideration was given to any other site, like the old D’Alessio Motor site. 
 
Councilor McCausland said the town needs to have more realistic numbers for property 
values on both locations. 
 
Councilor Sartoris asked about ingress and egress to the sites.  She would like to see them 
represented on maps with the site plans.   
 
Councilor Priest said it would be helpful to see what the increase in traffic would be on 
Stanwood Street regardless of the Central Station site, since the traffic effects are going 
to be same. 
 
Councilor Sartoris requested information on response times with percentage of calls 
based on locations of calls.  She would like response time to include East Brunswick.  
She is supportive of the Stanwood Street site.  The Council is making an investment for 
the future of Brunswick.  She would like to know what the town’s process would be to 
assist in the relocation of renters. 
 
Councilor Watson said the Aubuchon site meets the target goals for response time.  
Brunswick is going to be growing in the west.  Stanwood Street will impact neighbors 
and by placing the station at Aubuchon, the Council would be thinking into the future.  
The financial impact to Brunswick is less at the Aubuchon site since everything is there. 
 
Councilor Priest said the Aubuchon site increases the response time to the downtown 
area.  Brunswick may be growing in the west, but it is growing also in the downtown and 
the eastern part.  Seventy percent (70%) of calls are in the downtown area so the increase 
of one (1) minute in response time would affect people in District 5. 
 
Chair Lowe said it is the Council’s difficult responsibility to make this decision.  The 
Council has to select the best site for all of Brunswick - now and in the future.  There are 
several questions that need to be answered. 
 
Councilor Desmarais asked about the zoning of the Stanwood Street area and what 
needed to be changed. 
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Councilor King said both areas have heavy traffic.  Other communities have new stations 
on their main road. 
 
Councilor King moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to have the D’Alessio Motor 
site be reviewed by staff as a possible site.  The motion failed with two (2) yeas.  
Opposed were Councilors Sartoris, Galloupe, Rice, Lowe, Priest, Desmarais, and 
McCausland.  
 
The Council requested their questions be answered at the next Council meeting on July 
19 before seeking public comments or making a decision on the site. 
 
123. The Town Council will consider authorizing a Purchase and Sale agreement 

with Brunswick Publishing and will take any appropriate action.  
 

 
Manager Gerrish said this item will authorize the Town Manager to enter into a Purchase 
and Sale agreement with Brunswick Publishing to purchase the Times Record building.   
 
Councilor Watson moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to authorize the Town 
Manager to enter into a Purchase and Sale agreement with Brunswick Publishing 
for the purchase of the Times Record building on Industry Road.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas.
 
(A copy of the purchase and sale agreement will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
124. The Town Council will consider setting a Public Hearing on a proposed bond 

ordinance to fund the purchase of the Times Record building and will take 
any appropriate action.  

 
Manager Gerrish said this item is to set a public hearing on the Bond Ordinance to 
authorize up to $1,500,000 needed to purchase the Times Record building.  There will be 
an additional one and a half million dollars needed at a later time for renovation.  The 
total amount of the project will increase the tax rate by one percent (1%). 
 
Councilor Watson moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to set a public hearing on July 
19, 2004, to hear comments on the Bond Ordinance for funds to purchase the Times 
Record building and on the two Declarations of Official Intent. The motion carried 
with nine (9) yeas.   
 
125. The Town Council will consider acceptance of open space parcels and a 

conservation easement related to the Breezy Point and Eagle Ridge 
subdivisions and will take any appropriate action.  

 
Phil Carey said, as part of the subdivision approvals for Breezy Point and Eagle Ridge, 
open space parcels and conservations easements were required.  The information in his 
memo provides more information. 
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(A copy of memo from the Planner will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor Sartoris asked about other conservation easements not having public access.   
 
Mr. Carey said there are others that do not provide public access.  In this case, there are 
house lots surrounding it. 
 
Councilor Watson asked about tax implications for the conservation easement.  Mr. 
Carey answered that the value of the open space land is, in effect, transferred to and 
reflected in the increased values of the adjacent house lots. 
 
Councilor Sartoris said she is not happy with how Maine towns are losing public access 
to water and is not going to vote for the easement, although she feels the town has done 
the best it could with the conservation easement. 
 
Councilor Rice said that with the conservation easement, the town is protecting the shore 
from further impact. 
 
Councilor Priest said the town has had problems for years with not having public access.  
Even without this conservation easement, there would be a subdivision there and the 
easement will protect the water and the shellfish industry there. 
 
Councilor Sartoris said the town is doing the best it can, but there are still eleven (11) 
more lots being developed, which will cost the town money. 
 
Councilor Watson asked about access to clam flats in that area. 
 
Mr. Carey responded there is an alternative access that is closer to the area. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to accept open space parcels 
totaling 8.91 acres, along with access rights of way in the Eagle Ridge Subdivision 
and three (3) open space parcels totaling 17.17 acres with access rights of way in the 
Breezy Point Subdivision.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.  Opposed was 
Councilor Sartoris. 
 
126. The Town Council will consider proposed amendments to create a Natural 

Resource Protection Zone setback exception (Section 2.11) and will take any 
appropriate action.   

 
Mr. Carey explained this amendment in his memo. 
 
(A copy of the memo from the Planner will be attached the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to set a public hearing for 
July 19, 2004, on proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance regarding the 
Natural Resource Protection Zone.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
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127. The Town Council will consider appointments to the Town’s Boards and 

Committees and will take any appropriate action.  
 
Councilor Desmarais nominated Douglas Calhoun and Jeffrey Reynolds to serve on 
the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Peter Labbe to serve on the Town 
Commons Committee, and Joel Casey to serve on the Zoning Board of Appeals as 
an associate member for a term to expire on December 18, 2005; and asked the 
Chair to cease nominations and to cast one vote for each nominee. 
 
The Council vote unanimously to appoint those nominated. 
 
Councilor Watson moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:14 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A VIDEO 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS.  

 
 

 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
July 8, 2004 

 
July 19, 2004 

____________________________ 
Date of Approval 

 
____________________________  

Council Chair 
 


