
-- APPROVED -- 
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 3, 2004 
Public Hearing on Proposed Budget 

 
7:30 P.M.  Chair Lowe asked for the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair Forrest Lowe, W. David Watson, Jacqueline A. Sartoris, 

Robert A. Galloupe, Douglas A. Rice, Charles R. Priest, and 
Barbara A. Desmarais, Joanne T. King, and Stephen H. 
McCausland.   

 
School Board Present:  Chair Allen Springer, Becky Martin, William Dana, Gail Lowe,  

and Rebecca Shepherd. 
 
Staff Present: Donald H. Gerrish, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; 

Patricia Harrington, Assistant Town Manager; James Ashe, 
Superintendent of Schools; Greg Bartlett, Assistant Superintendent 
of Schools; James Oikle, Business Manager for School 
Department; Jerry Hinton, Police Chief; John Foster, Public Works 
Director; Mary Reindl, Human Services Director; Tom Farrell, 
Director of Parks and Recreation; John Eldridge, Finance Director; 
Mathew Eddy, Director of Economic Development; Clark Labbe, 
Deputy Fire Chief; Scott McKernan, School Department Facilities 
Manager; John Paige, Principal of Brunswick Junior High School; 
Walter Wallace, Principal of Coffin School; Michael Galarneau, 
Principal of Hawthorne School; Scott Snedden, Principal of Jordan 
Acres School; Gregory Scott, Principal of Longfellow School; 
several citizens, members of the press, and TV video crew.    

 
Brief Presentation on Revised 2004/05 School Budget and 2005/09 Capital 
Improvement Plan by the Town Manager. 
 
Manager Gerrish made a brief presentation on the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and 
the proposed budget.  The total proposed municipal budget is up 2.9%.  The CIP for 
2005-2009 includes major facilities such as a central fire station, a substation, major 
school issues, and purchasing the Times Record building.   
 
Brief Presentation on Revised 2004/05 School Budget by Superintendent of Schools. 
 
Mr. Ashe made a brief presentation on the school budget. 
 
(A copy of Mr. Ashe’s statement will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
The Town Council will hear comments from the public on the 2004/05 Municipal 
and School Budgets and on the 2005/09 Capital Improvement Plan. 
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Robert Morrison, 37 Bouchard Drive, spoke in support of the school budget, small 
classroom size, and good teachers.  He urged the Council to pass the school budget 
without cuts and to work to build a stronger budget next year. 
 
Pem Schaeffer, Crestview Lane, read a prepared statement which gave examples of how 
the budget affects households.  He expressed his concerns about the tax increase in the 
operating budget and the CIP.  Budget spending is up two million dollars ($2,000,000).  
He spoke against the proposed funds for new computers and a computer network.  He 
spoke about the Palesky tax cap and how someone can chose to pay their current tax 
amount if they wish to. 
 
Nancy Randolph, 47 Maine Street and speaking for Citizens For A Better Way, said 
they feel most projects in the CIP are good, but they can be implemented for less money.  
They urged the Council to set an amount “not to exceed” prior to doing the projects.  She 
gave examples of how they felt a project could be done for a lower cost than the 
projected CIP amount based on other statewide projects and similar town projects.  They 
supported the substation; purchasing the Aubuchon site for the central fire station; 
making the NAPA site into a parking lot; and lowering the cost of the Times Record 
project by only using the building’s space as needed and saving the rest for future growth.  
They feel that growth in town government must be justified.  They did not support the 
Land for Brunswick’s Future, but did support the salt shed construction for 
environmental reasons. 
 
Fred Blanchard, Harpswell Road, said the actual budget spending has gone up over five 
percent (5%).  He spoke against this increase and said smaller classroom size does not 
guarantee a better education. 
 
Lisa Martin, Hacker Road, spoke in support of the school budget and would like to see it 
expanded.  She also supported the money for the Land for Brunswick’s Future. 
 
Lloyd Van Lunen, 13 Dionne Circle, spoke in support of the Land for Brunswick’s 
Future funding and the good it will do for the town.  The funds often get additional 
money from fund raising and matching funds.  The land is for open space preservation 
and not all of the property goes off the tax rolls; Crystal Farms is such an example. 
 
Karen Hastings, 25 Beech Drive, supported the substation.  She was disappointed that 
the Council could not keep the budget increase a little lower, with the upcoming large 
expenditures.  She spoke against the land trails since they are the luxury items.   
 
Leo Theberge, Old Portland Road, spoke against the old high school being torn down 
since he would like to see municipal services go in that building.   He recommended 
doing a combined fire and police station.  He did not support the Land for Brunswick’s 
Future being added into the CIP at the last minute. 
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Jeffrey Ward, 10 Laurel Road and Recreation Commission member, speaking as a 
citizen, thanked the Council, the School Board and staff for the amount of work they do 
and decisions they have made.  As a Recreation Commission member, he hoped there 
would be more active recreation facilities in Brunswick and he supports the Land for 
Brunswick’s Future funds.  As a parent and educator, he would like to see in the future 
the town be more daring with education, like exploring what the cost would be to reduce 
classroom size by ten percent (10%), since lower class size equals a better education. 
 
Mary O’Brien, 7 Bowdoin Street, spoke in support of education funding.  She was 
concerned about the children being able to compete with other communities’ students.  
She urged the Council to look for ways to increase school funding. 
 
Millie Stewart, 281 Old Bath Road, spoke in support of the substation and hoped to see 
its planning done as soon as the budget is passed.   
 
Roy Peddle, 4 Lori Drive, said he would like to see the improvements to Jordan Avenue 
kept in the CIP. 
 
The public hearing ended at 8:49 pm. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A VIDEO 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS.  
 
 
 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
June 14, 2004 
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Council Chair 

 
 


