
 
-- Approved -- 

BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
October 4, 2004 

7:00 p.m. 
Municipal Meeting Facility 

 
7:00 P.M.  Chair Lowe called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to 

the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair Forrest Lowe, W. David Watson, Jacqueline A. Sartoris, 

Robert A. Galloupe, Douglas A. Rice, Charles R. Priest, Barbara 
A. Desmarais, Joanne T. King, and Stephen H. McCausland. 

 
Councilors Absent:  None.   
 
Town Staff Present: Donald H. Gerrish, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; 

Patricia Harrington, Assistant Town Manager; Mathew Eddy, 
Director of Economic Development; and the TV video crew. 

 
Approval of Minutes: September 7, 2004 
 
Hearing no objection from the Council, Chair Lowe declared the minutes of September 7, 
2004, accepted as written. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Pem Schaeffer, Crestview Lane, said he sent a thirteen (13) page memo to town officials 
regarding the Tax Cap and its impact on Brunswick.  Anyone who would like a copy can 
contact the town or him.  If a citizen will now have to pay for a service, they need to be 
told that their property taxes will be reduced by one half and they will have more 
disposable income.  He believes the loss of revenue will be closer to like five million six 
hundred thousand dollars ($5,600,000) than the Town Manager’s projected nine million 
six hundred thousand dollars ($9,600,000).  He concluded that this is a short term gap 
that could be filled by funds from reserves and other places while waiting for properties 
to roll over and their values increase. 
 
Micaela Curry, 12 Fisher Road, said she and her husband, who is in the Army, would 
like to stay and start a business in Brunswick, but with the tax burden, they will not be 
able to do that.  The town cannot grow services before growing the town. The town needs 
to put projects, like bike paths, on hold.  She feels people are moving out of this area.  
The town needs to grow businesses, fund priorities, like fire and police, and focus on 
meeting those needs.   
 
Laura Brann, River Road, read a letter saying how Carol Palesky took action on a 
problem and whether one agrees with her or not, she has gotten out the vote on this issue.  
She hopes that the state and municipal officials have had a wake-up call.  Spending has to 
be cut at all levels.   
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Fred Blanchard, Harpswell Road, said he recently wrote a letter to the editor that 
appeared in the Times Record explaining ways to cut the budget.  He talked about solid 
waste disposal and asked about the money being spent on it. 
 
Manager Gerrish and Councilor Sartoris responded that the money was put in an 
enterprise fund to assist with the future closure of the landfill.  
 
Councilor Desmarais said, responding Ms. Curry’s statement, the Comprehensive Plan 
Committee is looking at some of the items such as how to get businesses to come and 
how to keep young people in Brunswick. 
 
Manager Gerrish said, responding to Councilor Sartoris’ question, there was no money 
for a bike path in the revised budget. 
 
Correspondence:     
 
Included under Manager’s Report Item D. 
 
Manager’s Report: 
 
a) Financial Update 
 
Manager Gerrish said revenues and expenditures seem to be where they should be at this 
point. 
 
b) Update on Cox Pinnacle Conservation Easement 
 
Manager Gerrish said there have been meetings on this and the Chair of the Conservation 
Commission will be at the next Council meeting to discuss this further. 
 
c) Update on Privatization of Navy Housing 
 
Pat Harrington, Assistant Town Manager, updated the Council on the privatization of 
Navy housing.  The Navy has selected GMH to manage the housing in Brunswick and 
Topsham.  They have agreed to pay the Town of Brunswick a “Payment In Lieu of 
Services” in an estimated amount of four hundred seventy one thousand, one hundred 
seventy five dollars ($471,175) for the first year of a five (5) year contract.  There will be 
an increase each year thereafter by either three percent (3%) or the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) increase, which ever is less.  
 
(A copy of Ms. Harrington’s memo will be attached to the official minutes.) 
. 
Ms. Harrington said, responding to Councilor Priest’s question, the Navy does currently 
provide services, but after the privatization, the town will be the first responders to off 
base housing.  The town is not going to provide trash pick-up, plow roads, or make road 
repairs.  They will provide Police, Fire and EMS services. 
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Ms. Harrington said, responding to Councilor King’s question about what other locations 
are doing, the Navy has been very helpful and willing to work with communities.  The 
Army has not paid any funds to effected communities.  There are other locations that 
have had higher payments.  The results have varied. 
 
Councilor Priest said he is concerned about the three percent (3%) or CPI, which ever is 
less.  It should be more in line with the CPI.  
 
Councilor Sartoris shared Councilor Priest’s concern about the annual increases.  She 
also was concerned with the loss of the Navy fire station in Topsham.  There will be an 
impact on Brunswick’s fire service since they provide back-up to Topsham.  She felt that 
needed to be looked at. 
 
Councilor Galloupe said he agrees with Councilor Priest and it should be which ever is 
higher. 
 
Ms. Harrington said, responding to Councilor McCausland’s question, there will not be 
any impact on the federal funds the town receives to assist with educational costs. 
 
Councilor King moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to authorize the Town 
Manager to enter into the agreement based on issues discussed at the meeting and 
be finalized by the town attorney, and to have the annual increase changed to three 
percent (3%) or the CPI, which ever is higher.  The motion carried with nine (9) 
yeas. 
 
d) Update on Palesky Tax Initiative 
 
Manager Gerrish said he had made an error in the estimated amount of the impact on 
Brunswick.  He wants to apologize again tonight.  It was an honest mistake, but still a 
mistake, and he takes responsibly for it. 
 
Manager Gerrish said the Council and staff did receive a memo from Pem Schaeffer 
regarding the proposed impacts of the tax cap on Brunswick. 
 
(A copy of Mr. Schaeffer’s memo will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor King said she would like to see Mr. Schaeffer be able to present at meetings. 
 
Councilor Priest said he thought the meetings were informational, with Manager 
Gerrish’s recommendations being presented, and than there would be limited public 
comments so all could speak.  Anyone who wishes to, can put up to five (5) minutes of 
comments on the local Cable Television channel.  He does not want the meetings to be 
debates between the pro-tax cap and anti-tax cap groups. 
 
Chair Lowe said there are three (3) informational meetings planned on what the tax cap’s 
impact would be on Brunswick, based on the Town Manager’s and Superintendent’s 
information.  There would be a two (2) hour limit, with half an hour presentation by the 
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Town Manager and Superintendent, and one hour and a half hours available for public 
comment, with a five (5) minute limit on each speaker. If there is extra time, additional 
comments could be made by earlier speakers. 
 
Councilor Desmarais said they may need to allow more than the five (5) minute per 
speaker. 
 
Councilor Priest said the limit would allow all to speak for five (5) minutes, and if there 
is time left over, speakers can have additional time. 
 
Councilor Sartoris said she feels that Councilors can speak on their opinions.  This is 
different than the restrictions on the Manager and Superintendent.  There are other 
forums, other than the informational meetings, where there can be a debate on this issue. 
 
Councilor McCausland said he feels that there should be a second event with the new 
numbers so the public can have them. 
 
Chair Lowe said this will be done at a meeting on October 6 and continue with the three 
(3) informational meetings. 
 
Councilor King did not want any town funds spent on this issue – even on paper to print a 
flyer. 
 
e) Update on Swinging Bridge Project 
 
Manager Gerrish said the figures to make the necessary repairs have come in higher by 
over one hundred forty thousand dollars ($140,000).  The project is expected to be around 
five hundred twenty thousand dollars ($520,000).  The Swinging Bridge Committee has 
raised over one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) to date and they feel they can make 
the town’s share of the project.   

 
 Adjustments to Agenda: 

 
To add Item 174 regarding a resolution on overexpenditure of administration accounts for 
FY 2003-2004. 
 
163. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for 

an Alcoholic Beverage License and will take any appropriate action.  
  
 Full Time Spirituous, Vinous and Malt 
 
 Dunbarton, Inc. d/b/a Castaways (formerly McGillicuddy’s) 

 103 Pleasant Street                                                                Joanne Gillies    
 
Chair Lowe opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
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Manager Gerrish explained there have been numerous Police calls to this location and the 
Police would like some conditions placed on the license to see if the calls can be reduced. 
 
Councilor Watson moved, Councilor King seconded, to approve a request for an 
Alcoholic Beverage License application for Castaways (formerly McGillicuddy’s) 
with the condition that they meet monthly with the Police.  The motion carried with 
nine (9) yeas.  
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice and special conditions will be attached to the official 
minutes.) 
 
164. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for 

Food Service Licenses and will take any appropriate action.  
 
 Dunbarton, Inc. d/b/a Castaways (formerly McGillicuddy’s) 

 103 Pleasant Street                                                                Joanne Gillies    
 
 United 8 Building Corp. d/b/a Masonic Hall 

 65 Baribeau Drive                                                     President Frank Hilton 
 
Chair Lowe opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to approve requests for food 
service licenses from Castaways (formerly McGillicuddy’s) and the Masonic Hall.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
165. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for a 

Special Amusement License and will take any appropriate action.  
 
 Dunbarton, Inc. d/b/a Castaways (formerly McGillicuddy’s) 

 103 Pleasant Street                                                                Joanne Gillies    
 
Chair Lowe opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Desmarais moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to approve a request for a 
special amusement license from Castaways (formerly McGillicuddy’s).  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
166. The Town Council will receive a letter from the Superintendent and School 

Committee concerning negotiations with the Town of Durham and will take 
any appropriate action.    
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Manager Gerrish said the Council needs to authorize the School Board to join into 
negotiations with Durham.  Class size will be looked at and information brought back to 
the Council. 
 
(A copy of the letter from the School Department will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor Sartoris said she would like a public discussion between the Council and 
School Board prior to entering into an agreement. 
 
Councilor Watson wanted to know why this final agreement did not require Council 
approval. 
 
Manager Gerrish said he will bring back additional information and find out the answer 
to that question. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Desmarais seconded, to authorize the School 
Board to enter into negotiations with the Town of Durham regarding tuition 
students.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
167. The Town Council will consider a resolution regarding televised meetings of 

the Brunswick/Topsham Water District Board of Trustees and will take any 
appropriate action.  

 
Councilor Priest said he would like to see the Water District’s meeting televised like 
other town committees so the residents can be aware what is happening.  He read a 
resolution he prepared for the Council’s approval. 
 
Councilor McCausland said he wanted to thank Councilor Priest for his work to get 
committee meetings televised.  He would like to see the Sewer District not have a static 
picture and have someone operating the camera. 
 
Councilor Watson wanted to remove the word “taped” from the resolution.  It should be a 
“video” recording so that it is clearer. 
 
Councilor Priest agreed. 
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Desmarais seconded, to adopt the Resolution 
regarding televising the Brunswick/Topsham Water District Board of Trustees 
meetings.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the Council Resolution as amended by the Council will be attached to the 
official minutes.) 
 
168. The Town Council will discuss appointments to the Maine Street Station 

Committee and will take any appropriate action. 
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Manager Gerrish and Mr. Eddy explained the charge and make up of this committee.  
Part of the committee’s charge is to look at the feasibility of placing a train station at this 
location. 
 
Councilor Sartoris is comfortable with what is being proposed including an additional 
Councilor and citizen.  The way the town develops this valuable land is important.   
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to approve the charge of the 
Maine Street Station Design Committee with the addition of another Councilor and 
citizen member.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the Committee’s charge will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Chair Lowe said he would be interested in serving as Council representative and seeing 
no other Councilor interested, he appointed himself.  (Councilor Desmarais is the other 
Councilor on the committee.)  
 
To speed up the process to fill the two (2) citizen positions, the Council discussed 
waiving the normal board appointment process, which takes two (2) months. 
 
Councilor Galloupe moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to waive the two (2) month 
requirement for the Maine Street Station Design Committee’s citizen members, and 
to advertise for only one (1) month so appointment can occur on November 1, 2004.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
169. The Town Council will consider appointments to the Voter Registration 

Appeals Board and will take any appropriate action.  
 

Fran Smith, Town Clerk, explained that the Council will need to appoint the two 
members who have been nominated by the Democrat and Republican Parties to serve on 
the Voter Registration Appeals Board for three year terms. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to appoint Lars Rydell as 
the Democratic member and Carole Graves as the Republican member of the Voter 
Registration Appeals Board.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
170. The Town Council will consider setting the hours for voter registration for 

the November 2, 2004 General Election and will take any appropriate action.   
 

Ms. Smith explained the Council will need to approve the hours for the voter registration.  
In addition to regular business hours, they will be on Monday, October 25, until 7:00 p.m. 
and on Saturday, October 30, from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 
 
Councilor Rice moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to set the hours for Voter 
Registration as outlined in the memo from the Registrar of Voters.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
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(A copy of the memo outlining the hours will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
171. The Town Council will consider signing the Warrant for the November 2, 

2004 Municipal Election and will take any appropriate action.  
 

Ms. Smith explained the Council must approve the Municipal Warrant in order to hold 
the Municipal Election on November 2, 2004. 
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Desmarais seconded, to sign the Warrant for the 
November 2, 2004 Municipal Election.   The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the Warrant will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
172. The Town Council will consider appointments of Wardens and Deputy 

Wardens for the November election and will take any appropriate action.   
 
Ms. Smith explained that the Council needed to appoint the Wardens and Deputy 
Wardens for the November 2, 2004 General and Municipal Election. 
 
Councilor Desmarais moved, Councilor Priest, to appoint the Wardens and Deputy 
Wardens for the November Election as recommended by the Town Clerk.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the list of the Wardens and Deputy Wardens will be attached to the official 
minutes.) 
 
173. The Town Council will consider appointments to the Town’s Boards and 

Committees and will take any appropriate action. 
 
Councilor Desmarais moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to nominate Shirley Chase 
to serve on the Marine Resource Committee as a non-license holder, Emily Swan to 
serve on the Village Review Board as the Professional member, and Claude 
Philippon to serve on the Water District Board of Trustees; to ask that nominations 
cease and that the Chair cast one vote for each nominee. The motion carried with 
nine (9) yeas. 
 
174. (ADDED) The Town Council will consider adopting a resolution authorizing 

the overexpenditure of certain accounts for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 
2004. 

 
Manager Gerrish said this will allow the town to go over the amount set in the original 
resolution approved in June.  Administration spending was over by thirteen thousand 
dollars ($13,000) instead of the allowed ten thousand dollars ($10,000).  The extra was 
for additional legal bills. 
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Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to adopt the Resolution 
Authorizing The Overexpenditure Of The Administration Accounts For The Fiscal 
Year Ending June 30, 2004 .  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the Resolution will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A VIDEO 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK’S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS.   
 
 
 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
November 8, 2004 
 

 
November 15, 2004 

_______________________________ 
Date of Approval 

 
 

_______________________________ 
Council Chair 

 
 


