
 
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

April 13, 2009 
6:00 P.M. 

Old Times Record Building 
6 Industry Road 

 
 
Roll Call  
 
Executive Session:  Personnel Matters Per 1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6)(A) 
 
54. The Town Council will consider supporting a Letter of Inquiry for the Quality of Place 

Grant opportunity for regional trail planning, and will take any appropriate action. 
(Manager) 

 
55. The Town Council will consider allowing the Town to apply for a Water Quality 

Manager’s Grant to carry out the watershed assessment of Mere Brook, and will take any 
appropriate action. (Manager) 

 
A workshop will follow the meeting. 
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Brunswick Town Council 
Agenda  

April 13, 2009 
Council Notes and Suggested Motions 

 
 
Executive Session:  Personnel Matters Per 1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6)(A) 
 
Motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters per 1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6)(A) 
 
54. The Council will discuss supporting a Letter of Inquiry for an Environmental Funders 

Network (EFN) grant.  This is a regional collaborative effort being coordinated by the 
Midcoast Council for Business Development and Planning (MCBDP).  If this group is 
fortunate enough to get this grant, which may be up to $300,000, the involved 
communities will decide what projects to move forward with.  Brunswick would seek to 
use the funds towards the bike path extension.  There is no staff time or Town match 
required.   A copy of a memo from the Planning Department is included in your packet. 

 
Suggested Motion: Motion to support a Letter of Inquiry for a Maine Community 
Foundation grant as applied for by the Midcoast Council for Business Development and 
Planning. 

 
55. The Council will discuss the Town applying for this grant, which is part of the 

President’s stimulus package and will pass through DEP.  It is for urban impairment on 
streams and, if awarded, we are proposing to use it for Mere Brook.  This grant requires 
no town match.  A copy of a memo from the Planning Department is included in your 
packet. 

 
Suggested Motion: Motion to allow the Town to apply for a Water Quality Manager’s 
Grant in an amount of $40,000 to carry out the watershed assessment of Mere Brook.  

 
Motion to adjourn the meeting. 
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ITEM 54 

MEMO 
 
To: Gary Brown, Acting Town Manager 
From: Tom Farrell, Director of Parks of Recreation; Vanessa Levesque, Natural 

Resources Planner; Anna Breinich, Director of Planning and Development 
Date: April 8, 2009 
Re: Quality of Place grant opportunity 
 
 
The Maine Community Foundation recently announced a new grant opportunity 
(http://www.mainecf.org/Default.aspx?tabid=515) in which the Maine Environmental 
Funders Network (private foundation funders) are looking to fund projects that support 
the recommendations that came out of the Governor’s Quality of Place Council.  One such 
recommendation is to support the development of an intrastate trail system.  This 
recommendation dovetails with the Town’s own identified priorities, specifically the 
expansion of the heavily-used Androscoggin River Bike Path referenced in the Brunswick 
2002 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan. This Quality of Place grant opportunity is 
especially focused on regional projects.   
 
At this time, the Town of Brunswick has been invited to participate in a Letter of Inquiry to 
EFN for a collaborative project of the Sagadahoc Region Rural Resources Initiative for 
consideration under this grant.  SRRRI is comprised of representatives of twelve 
municipalities and local, regional and statewide resource protection and land conservation 
organizations.  The municipalities include Arrowsic, Bath, Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, 
Brunswick, Georgetown, Harpswell, Phippsburg, Richmond, Topsham, West Bath, and 
Woolwich. The Town of Brunswick is an active participant in the Sagadahoc Region Rural 
Resources Initiative (SRRRI). 
 
MCBDP will be the entity applying for a Quality of Place grant to support regional trail 
planning in the SRRRI member towns.  The Letter of Inquiry will request funding for the 
development of a Regional Trail Plan and potential projects for consideration by the 
Collaborative municipalities if invited by EFN to submit a full application.  Those projects 
include the engineering and design for the Androscoggin to Kennebec Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Path.  Vanessa Levesque and Tom Farrell participated in an initial meeting 
earlier this week with representatives from the Towns of Topsham and Bath, as well as 
the Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust, to discuss the submittal.   
 
Please note that at this time, no letter of support is required from any partners, including 
the Town of Brunswick.  If the Letter of Inquiry for this project is selected, at that time a 
full grant proposal would be due, and the Town Council would need to decide and vote at 
that time whether or not to sign a letter of support.   
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ITEM 55 

MEMO 
To: Gary Brown, Acting Town Manager 
Cc: Anna Breinich, Director of Planning and Development 
From: John Foster, Public Works Director; Vanessa Levesque, Natural Resources 

Planner 
Date: April 9, 2009 
Re: 604(b) Water Quality Management Grant opportunity 
 
 
The Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) recently announced a new grant 
opportunity being directed towards water quality management as part of the American 
Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009 (“stimulus”).  More specifically, proposals must 
address water quality assessment and planning in state-designated urban impaired 
streams.  The Town of Brunswick has four urban impaired streams, the most significant of 
which is Mere Brook, which runs through the urban core of Brunswick, the western, 
undeveloped part of the Naval Air Station (NASB), under the runways, and outlets in 
Harpswell Cove.  We suggest applying for these funds to carry out a watershed 
assessment of Mere Brook in order to more fully understand the current situation on that 
stream. 
 
Because Mere Brook is already designated as an urban impaired stream, any new 
development projects already must abide by stringent stormwater management guidelines 
from DEP.  Currently, the onus is on individual developers to install the required 
stormwater management techniques.  It would be beneficial to better understand the 
reasons why Mere Brook is impaired so that corrective measures can be taken to improve 
the stream.  In addition, once such information is known, a watershed management plan 
for Mere Brook can be developed that lays out a watershed-wide stormwater management 
plan. Doing so would also advance the economic development goals adopted by the Town 
Council by reducing the burden on developers.   
 
Not only would this grant help meet economic development goals, but it also advances 
other Town Goals as expressed in the Comprehensive Plan and the Open Space Plan 
related to protection of the quality of water uses for drinking purposes as well as 
protection of our shellfish industry. 
 
Lastly, as Base redevelopment moves forward, projects in the Mere Brook watershed will 
be subject to the urban impaired stream stormwater management regulations.  The data 
resulting from the assessment and possible watershed plan will then be readily available 
to area developers, thereby streamlining the review process.   
 
We propose applying for a grant of approximately $40,000 to carry out the watershed 
assessment of Mere Brook.  There is no match required for the grant.  Applications are 
due on April 23, 2009. 
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