
 BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 APRIL 7, 1997  7:30 P.M. 
 MUNICIPAL MEETING ROOM 
 OLD BRUNSWICK HIGH SCHOOL 
7:00 P.M.   
 
Councilor Laffely moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to enter Executive Session along with the 
Town Manager and the Director of Human Services to hear a poverty property tax abatement 
request.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.  (Councilors Feldman, Galloupe, Swanson, 
Laffely, McCausland, Wilson, Moll and Snyder were present.) 
 
7:30 P.M. 
 
Chair McCausland called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair Stephen McCausland, Michael Feldman, Eleanor Swanson, Robert 

Galloupe, Leon Laffely, Clement Wilson, Faith Moll, Ervin Snyder and David 
Gleason. 

 
Others Present: Donald Gerrish, Town Manager; Deborah Cabana, Town Clerk; Jerry Hinton, 

Police Chief; Geoff Hole, Town Attorney; Christopher Vaniotis, Town Attorney; 
several citizens, members of the press and Casco Cable TV. 

 
Minutes of Previous Meetings:  
 
Councilor Wilson pointed out that the sentence on page 7 of the 3/17/97 minutes stating "Once the 
Special Permit process was explained to the  Councilors, both Councilors McCausland and Wilson 
withdrew their motion" needed to be corrected.  It was not he, but Councilor Feldman who withdrew the 
motion.   
 
Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Galloupe seconded to approve the Council minutes of March 
17, 1997 as distributed and as corrected.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Councilor Swanson received a petition from residents who use Simpsons Point Road, requesting the 
Town to completely reconstruct the road.  These residents felt that the road was in a deplorable state and 
is downright dangerous.  The patching and filling every year has been inadequate and far from 
satisfactory.  Councilor Swanson requested that the petition be submitted and that the request be 
considered during the budget process.  Copies of the petition will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
 
Manager’s Report: 
 
1.  Budget Update:  Manager Gerrish stated that both revenues and expenditures are in good shape.  
He anticipated an overall savings of $150,000 to $200,000.  He credited a large amount of savings 
realized from the Public Works Department, given the mild winter conditions.   
 
Adjustments to Agenda:  Manager Gerrish requested that the Council suspend the rules and add an 
additional item - #64 The Town Council will consider authorizing the Town Manager to complete the 
negotiations with Mr. Larry Crooker for a land exchange at Sawyer Park, and regarding a fence and gate 
at Sawyer Park, and to execute and accept any necessary documents on behalf of the Town including quit 
claim deeds.  Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Laffely seconded to suspend the rules and 
consider item #64 as stated by Manager Gerrish.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
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51. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for Alcoholic 

Beverage licenses for: 
 

Renewal: 
Full-time Malt, Spirituous & Vinous: 
Someplaces Different, Inc. d/b/a 
Captain Daniel Stone Inn/Narcissa Stone Restaurant 
10 Water Street     William R. Bennett 

 
Full-time Malt & Vinous: 
John Guida d/b/a Rosita’s Mexican Food 
212 Maine Street     John Guida 

 
New: 
Full-time Malt, Spirituous & Vinous: 
Applebee’s Northeast, Inc. d/b/a 
Gourmet Systems of Maine, Inc. 
d/b/a Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar 
Cook’s Corner      Abe J. Gustin, Jr. 

 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:40 p.m.   
  
Barry Gerstein from Applebee's - anticipated that this casual dining restaurant with a full service menu 
will open at the end of July.  It will be located at Cooks Corner between Sam's and McDonalds.     
 
The Public Hearing closed at 7:43 p.m. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Feldman seconded to approve the alcoholic beverage licenses for 
Narcissa Stone Restaurant, Rosita’s Mexican Food and Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
52. The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed adoption of an addendum to 

the Brunswick Comprehensive Plan relating to a Policy on College Use Districts and 
Adjacent Neighborhoods, and take any appropriate action. 

 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:45 p.m.   
 
Bill Gardiner, Director of Bowdoin College facilities - felt that the amendments were necessary for the 
proposed ordinance to be enacted.  The Comprehensive Plan provides for good zoning for Bowdoin and 
the neighbors.   
 
Carol Liscovitz, representing the Whittier/Berry/Bowdoin Street neighborhood - supported the 
Comprehensive Plan Addendum.  Item #1 of the addendum recognizes the growth potential for Bowdoin 
College.  Items #2 and #3 encourage the presentation of single and two family uses in areas adjacent to 
the college and specifically discourages vehicular traffic through their neighborhoods. She felt that this 
addendum reinforces the nature of the Comprehensive Plan which states as its goal:  "To provide a safe, 
healthy, and affordable environment that places people and families first and will keep Brunswick 
livable."   
 
The Public Hearing closed at 7:55 p.m. 
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Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Moll seconded the adoption of the proposed addendum to the 
Brunswick Comprehensive Plan relating to a Policy on College Use Districts and Adjacent 
Neighborhoods.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
53. The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed new Zoning Ordinance, and 

take any appropriate action. 
 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Jim Hodge, representing Meadowbrook II -  urged the Council to leave the Zoning Ordinance the way it 
is (eliminating the CU-6 Zone.)  A copy of Mr. Hodge's comments will be attached to the official 
minutes.     
 
Oscar Weigang, Trustee, Church Council President of the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church - was 
specifically interested in the use table, requesting the Town Council to amend the Zoning Ordinance Draft 
so as to provide "Permitted Use" status to the existing churches of District R-4.  A copy of his comments 
will be attached to the official minutes.   
 
Carol Liscovitz, 11 Berry Street - representing the Whittier/Berry/Bowdoin Street neighborhood  - stated 
that the neighborhood's goal in this process has always been in line with those of the Comprehensive 
Plan: to preserve the quality, character, and integrity of established neighborhoods.  She was pleased that 
the primary concerns: limiting access to future development on Pickard Field and limiting permitted uses 
to single and two-family residences in her neighborhood, have been addressed in the zoning ordinance 
language.  However, she expressed disappointment that the proposed zoning ordinance does not go far 
enough in addressing all the neighborhood's concerns regarding setbacks and 24 hour uses on Pickard 
Field, but felt that the ordinance does represent a very delicate and sensitive balance of compromise 
between all parties involved and affected by it.  She asked the Town Council to support the language in 
the proposed zoning ordinance.  She further requested the Council to look back to the Comprehensive 
Plan which was developed by the citizens of Brunswick and is the document that lays the foundation for 
the zoning ordinance, and vote for an ordinance that places families and neighborhoods first. 
 
Charles Wiercinski, Chair of the Zoning Ordinance Development Task Force -  objected to the inclusion 
of the CU-6 Zone into the single use R-1 Zone.  He requested the Council support the recommendation 
of the Task Force.  A copy of his comments will be attached to the official minutes.  
 
Bill Gardiner, Director of Bowdoin College facilities - urged the Council not to close the door on 
Bowdoin's future use of its property but to reconsider its vote to amend the Task Force's recommendation. 
 Instead, either approve the ordinance as originally submitted by the Task Force or encourage the College 
to come back to the Council with specific plans for the development of its properties.  The College, like 
every landowner, should be granted the right to make reasonable and appropriate use of its property.  A 
copy of Mr. Gardiner's comments will be attached to the official minutes.   
 
Bill Moore, a contractor of Lower Harpswell Road -  felt that his property should be put into the Mixed 
Use Zone.  His lot has been a commercial site for over seventy years and this zone line is separated by 
one empty lot.    
 
Margaret Isaacson from Longfellow Ave. -  urged the Council to stand by their decision not to have a 
CU-6 Zone.   
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Bob Morrell of 6 Coffin Street - stated that every project done by the College in that area has improved 
the area and asked the Council to support the Zoning Task Force's original recommendation to have a 
CU-6 Zone.   
 
Walt Lonsdale - asked those who wanted to maintain the CU-6 Zone, if they would like to have a 
fraternity house or class in their neighborhood.  He was concerned for the safety of the neighborhoods.   
 
Michael Longley of 26 Longfellow Ave. -  spoke in favor of eliminating the CU-6 Zone because he felt 
that zone could have a negative impact on the Longfellow properties and the school.   
 
Rob Rohr -  asked why there is a "Village" Review Zone when we are a "town."  He did not feel that 
Bowdoin College needed another day care center.     
 
Robert Coffin - had watched the College grow around him.  He asked that the Council consider the 
children when making zoning decisions, particularly the children in the Longfellow School area.     
 
Mike Ouellette - as a resident of Brunswick encouraged the Council to support the original Zoning Task 
Force's proposal.  In support of the Task Force and what they have accomplished over the past year and a 
half, he felt it was seriously undermining the process if the Council overrules the Task Force's 
recommendations. 
 
Forest Lowe of 31 Longfellow Ave. - felt that the proposed ordinance best serves the needs of all parties 
and encouraged the Council to adopt the Zoning Ordinance without the CU-6 District.   
 
Bill VanTwisk of 24 Magean St. - congratulated the Task Force because he felt that their achievements are 
incredible.  He thought that there had been a lot of efforts on the part of Bowdoin College to 
accommodate the objections.  It would be sad to see a five/four vote to pass this ordinance.  Mr. 
VanTwisk suggested that the Council "encourage" other Task Forces in the future and not demean them.   
 
Patricia Jeffrey - stated that the people who purchased property on Longfellow knew that it was 
surrounded by Bowdoin College.  She felt that the Town of Brunswick would not be what it is today if 
there was no Bowdoin College.  Therefore, she supported the CU-6 District. 
 
Phillip Holt of 12 Bowdoin St. -  appreciated the community atmosphere on Longfellow Avenue.  He 
encouraged the Council to approve the ordinance as submitted without the CU-6 District. 
 
Attorney Orville Ranger - felt it would be more appropriate to incorporate the proposed amendments into 
a new, final draft; to advertise the public hearing for a full 10 days while making copies of the new draft 
available in the Town Manager's office as required by the Charter; and then to conduct a public hearing as 
required by law.  A copy of his comments will be attached to the official minutes.  Mr. Ranger also 
pointed out a few items which he felt should be corrected in the new ordinance. 
 
Walt Lonsdale - did not feel that warehousing and storage should be allowed on the River Road.  He also 
thought that four foot (4') signs for home occupations were too large. 
 
The Public Hearing closed at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Town Attorney Geoff Hole -  responded to Mr. Ranger's comments.  Mr. Hole felt that the public hearing 
notice was adequate.  Due to a threat of a major snow storm, and wanting to allow maximum public 
participation, it was decided to cancel the meeting of March 31, 1997 and conduct the meeting on Town 
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April 7, 1997.  Radio stations were notified and the hearing was re-advertised.  It was Mr. Hole's 



opinion that the public was offered an additional week to prepare for the meeting.   Attorney Hole 
further stated that he was not concerned that copies of the ordinance were made available to the public in 
the Planning Department rather than in the Town Manager's office. 
 
Manager Gerrish asked for clarification as to the appropriateness of making any changes to the ordinance 
this evening.. 
 
Attorney Chris Vaniotis - worked closely with the Task Force and the Director of Planning and 
Development in developing the proposed ordinance.  In terms of possibilities of the Council making 
amendments, Mr Vaniotis stated that there are a couple of requested amendments for map changes.  
These requests were received after the Planning Board's public hearing and after the Council's meeting of 
March 17, 1997.  There has been no notification to the public or the abutting neighborhood for these 
possible map changes. He recommended that the Council not adopt these changes, but rather advertise as 
amendments to the ordinance and allow for public input.  There were also amendments identified by the 
Town Planner which were included with the draft ordinance.  Mr. Vaniotis stated that the Council was 
free to adopt these amendments if they desired.   The Council has the ability to adopt technical 
amendments or clarifications to language already proposed.  The only amendments he recommended that 
the Council "shy" away from would be those  substantially changing the substance of which has been 
advertised.  The key is that the public should have fair notice as to what is going on.     
 
Councilor Snyder suggested setting an agenda item for the next regularly scheduled meeting to consider 
setting a public hearing for the following scheduled Town Council meeting.   
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Wilson Seconded to amend the ordinance based on a memo 
from Andrew Singelakis, dated April 7, 1997.  The amendments are identified below: 
 
1. Change date for Wetlands definition on Page 11 from 1987 to 1989. 
2. Amend Section 704.1 to read as follows (new material underlined, deleted material struck 

out): 
No building or other structure subject to the BOCA National Building Code adopted by the 
Town of Brunswick shall be erected, moved, added to or structurally altered, as defined in 
the BOCA Code adopted by the Town of Brunswick without a permit therefor, issued by 
the Codes Enforcement Officer. 

3. Section 109.4B should be amended as follows.  (Note that new language is underlined, and 
deleted language is struck out): 

The maximum equivalent sound level measured in dBA for any activity shall be 
computed based upon representative samples during hours of operation over a 24 
one hour period.  Daytime hours extend . . . . . 

4. Use Tables, R-4 and TR-5, change "-" to a "P" for the use "Religious Institutions" 
5. Section 603.5A change from 5 square feet to 6 square feet. 
 
It was the opinion of Attorney Vaniotis that the Council could approve all of the above amendments 
without having to re-advertise. 
 
The motion to amend the ordinance as outlined above was voted on and carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Moll seconded to repeal the existing Brunswick Zoning 
Ordinance enacted on September 8, 1986 and adopt the Zoning Ordinance as presented and  
amended.   
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Councilor Gleason moved that the CU-6 District be reinstated into the Ordinance. 
 



Chair McCausland pointed out that this item was decided at a previous meeting.  If this were to be 
re-introduced for action, then a Councilor from the prevailing side would need to move this for 
reconsideration.   
 
Both Councilors Gleason and Wilson offered their support for the ordinance even though they would 
liked to have seen the CU-6 District included. 
 
The motion to adopt the ordinance as amended was voted on and carried with eight (8) yeas and 
one (1) nay - Councilor Laffely opposed.  This new Ordinance will go into effect 30 days from 
tonight.  A copy will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
Chair McCausland thanked everyone who participated in this project.  From the neighbors of every 
district in Town and particularly, to the Task Force itself.  He commented that the Task Force did an 
incredible job making the Council's burden much easier than it was two years ago.    
 
 
54. The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed enactment of a Town-wide 

closure as proposed by the Marine Resources Committee. 
 
The Public Hearing opened at 10:04 p.m.   
 
Chair of the Marine Resources Committee John Lemont - thanked the Councilors for attending the public 
hearing regarding LD 1120 (state wide harvesting).  He then explained the proposed town-wide*  
closure to the Council, which was recommended by the Marine Resource Committee.  Copy to be 
attached. 
 
The Public Hearing closed at 10:05 p.m. 
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Feldman seconded to enact the Town-wide*  Closure as 
advertised.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.    *  As corrected and approved by the Town 
Council on April 22, 1997. 
 
55. The Town Council will consider the request of Kimberly Groat, d/b/a Kim Enterprise 

(Cola-Café) to sell prepared food on the Brunswick Mall, and take any appropriate action.  
(Manager) 

 
This request is for the third of four available openings for vending licenses to sell prepared food on the 
Mall.  Ms. Groat had a license on the Mall last year and is reapplying again this year.   
 
Councilor Moll wanted to ensure that the ventilating system does not leave a low line of smoke.   
 
Manager Gerrish assured Councilor Moll that the Health Officer would be made aware of this issue.  
 
Councilor Laffely moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to approve the request of Kim Enterprise for 
a license to sell prepared food on the Mall.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
56. The Town Council will consider a tax abatement for a non-resident Serviceman, as 

recommended by the Town Assessor.  (Manager) 
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This item is before the Council at the request of Assessor Bob Tripp.  A non-resident serviceman has 
been taxed and paid real estate taxes for a mobile home for 1995 and 1996.  Service personnel who own 



mobile homes are exempt from local taxation.  The Assessor is allowed to abate the prior year taxes but 
State Law requires that the Council abate all other years.  The Council is being requested to abate the 
1995 taxes in the amount of $430.92. 
 
Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Feldman seconded to grant an abatement in the amount of 
$430.92 to James Noble for the 1995 tax year.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
57. The Town Council will consider setting a public hearing on the proposed changes to the 

No-Parking Ordinance as it relates to Cumberland Street. (Manager) 
 
Police Chief Hinton explained that this item is to schedule a public hearing to amend the No-Parking 
Ordinance as it pertains to Cumberland Street, north side, 120 feet east of Cushing, and 130 feet west of 
Cushing.     
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Gleason seconded to schedule a public hearing for April 22, 1997 
to consider amending the No-Parking Ordinance as recommended by the Police Department.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
58. The Town Council will take action on a request for a poverty property tax abatement 

request.  (Manager) 
 
Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Snyder seconded to approve the poverty property tax 
abatement request of $697.54.  The motion carried with six (6) yeas and three (3) nays - Councilors 
Gleason, Moll and McCausland opposed. 
 
 
59. The Town Council will consider the request of the Maine Festival to hang a banner over 

Maine Street from July 21, 1997 through August 3, 1997 to commemorate the Maine 
Festival.  (Manager) 

 
Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Moll seconded to approve the request of the Maine Festival to 
hang a banner over Maine Street from July 21-August 3, 1997.  The motion carried with nine (9) 
yeas. 
 
60. The Town Council will consider the disposition of tax-acquired property, and take any 

appropriate action.  (Manager) 
 
This item is for the Council to take action on five tax-acquired properties.  All five properties have been 
reviewed by the Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Parks and Recreation Commission, Fire 
Department, and Public Works Department.   
 
Manager Gerrish suggested that if the properties were sold, that funds above the amount of taxes due, be 
set aside for future acquisition of open space in the community.  It has been Manager Gerrish's 
experience, however, that funds above and beyond the normal taxes have never been realized.   He 
recommended that the Council set these properties to be sold.  Under the Town's policy, the property 
owners have until the day that the bids are opened to regain the property.  In the past, all the properties 
have been redeemed by the property owners. 
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Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to set the properties to be sold in 45 days and 
follow the Town's policy for redemption.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
61. The Town Council will consider setting a public hearing to amend the Dog Ordinance.  

(Manager) 
 
This item is to set a public hearing to amend the Dog Ordinance as it pertains to the penalty section.  The 
goal of this amendment is to eliminate the problem the Town is experiencing with people repeatedly 
paying modest penalties and continuing to violate the ordinance.  Chief Hinton recommended advertising 
the amendment on a regular and emergency basis, due to the ongoing problem we are experiencing. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to set a public hearing for April 22, 1997 to 
consider amending the Dog Ordinance on a regular and emergency basis.  The motion carried with 
nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
62. The Town Council will consider passing a Proclamation that will proclaim May 10, 1997 as 

Kiwanis Family Safety Day, relative to bicycle safety.  (Manager) 
 
This is the yearly request from the Kiwanis Club to proclaim Kiwanis Family Safety Day, relative to 
bicycle safety, for May 10, 1997.  The annual rodeo will also take place on this date.   
 
Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to proclaim May 10, 1997 Kiwanis Family 
Safety Day.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
63. The Town Council will consider making appointments to the following boards and 

committees: 
 

Marine Resources Committee: 
1 Full Member-Commercial Shellfish Harvester-balance of a 3 year term to expire 5/01/99 
1 Full Member-Commercial Shellfish Harvester-for a term to expire 5/01/99 

 
Councilor Swanson will abstain from voting because she has a son applying for this position. 
 
Councilor Feldman nominated Cecil D. Rodgers.   
Councilor Gleason nominated Robert T. Rolling Jr. 
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Chair McCausland seconded that nominations cease and that the Chair 
cast a single ballot for the two nominees.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
Cecil D. Rodgers was appointed as a Commercial Shellfish Harvester for the balance of a three (3) year 
term to expire 05/01/99.  Robert T. Rolling Jr. was appointed as a Commercial Shellfish Harvester for a 
term to expire 05/01/99. 
 

Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee: 
3 Full Members-balance of three year terms to expire 01/01/00 
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Councilor Wilson nominated Daylin J. Butler, then moved for nominations to cease and that the 
Chair cast one vote for Daylin J. Butler.  Councilor Laffely seconded the motion .  The motion 



carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 

Village Review Board: 
1 Associate Member-balance of a one year term to expire 10/20/97 
1 Full Member (builder member)-balance of a three year term to expire 10/20/97 
1 Full Member (citizen member)-balance of a three year term to expire 10/20/99 

 
Councilor Moll nominated Anne Carton as the Associate Member, David S. Bunge as the Builder 
Member and Judith Redwine as the Citizen Member, then moved for nominations to cease and that 
the Chair cast a single ballot for each of the nominees.  Councilor Snyder seconded the motion.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Anne Carton was appointed as the Associate Member for the balance of a one year term to expire 
10/20/97.  David S. Bunge was appointed as the Builder Member for the balance of a three year term to 
expire 10/20/97.  Judith Redwine was appointed as the Citizen Member for the balance of a three year 
term to expire 10/20/99. 
 
 
64.  The Town Council will consider authorizing the Town Manager to complete the 

negotiations with Mr. Larry Crooker for a land exchange at Sawyer Park, and regarding a 
fence and gate at Sawyer Park, and to execute and accept any necessary documents on 
behalf of the Town, including quit claim deeds. 

 
Manager Gerrish explained that the Town is in the process of putting a new facility at Sawyer Park which 
would allow for a new ramp into New Meadows.  It has been determined that an arrangement with Mr.  
Crooker (who owns property abutting this site) will need to be negotiated in order to make this ramp fit.  
Mr. Gerrish requested authorization to complete negotiations with Mr. Larry Crooker.  
 
Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to authorize the Town Manager to complete 
negotiations with Mr. Larry Crooker for a land exchange at Sawyer Park, and regarding a fence 
and gate at Sawyer park, and to execute and accept any necessary documents on behalf of the 
Town, including quit claim deeds.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Galloupe seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting 
adjourned at 10:45 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE RECORDING OF THE 
MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 
  
 
 
 
Deborah S. Cabana                                                
Town Clerk Date of approval 
April 16, 1997 
 
                                                
 Council Chair 
 


