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Brunswick Town Council 1997-02-03

FEBRUARY 3, 1997 
MUNICIPAL MEETING FACILITY 

7:30 P.M. Chair McCausland called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to the Flag.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Chair McCausland, Michael Feldman, Robert Galloupe, Leon Laffely, Clement
Wilson, Faith Moll, and Ervin Snyder

COUNCILORS ABSENT: Eleanor Swanson, David Gleason

OTHERS PRESENT: Donald Gerrish, Town Manager; Bonnie Gardner, Admin. Assistant, Alan Houston,
Marine Resources Planner; Mary Reindl, Human Services Director; Rep. Reginald Pinkham, Sen. Phil
Harriman, Mrs. Thomas Drehobl and sons; Trustees and employees of the Brunswick Housing Authority,
several residents, members of the press, and Casco Cable TV.

Minutes of Previous Meetings:

Councilor Wilson moved, seconded by Councilor Laffely to approve the Town Council minutes of January 21,
1997. The motion carried with 7 yeas. (Councilors Swanson and Gleason absent)

Correspondence: A letter of resignation was received from Betsey Alden, a member of the Village Review
Board. Due to increased work responsibilities she is unable to continue to serve on this Board. A letter of
appreciation will be sent to Ms. Alden and the position opening will be advertised.

A letter of resignation was received from Dominic Vermette, a member of the Traffic Safety Committee. Due to
work commitments he is unable to continue to serve. We will send a letter of appreciation to Mr. Vermette and
the position opening will be advertised. Manager's Report:

1) Budget Update:

Mr. Gerrish stated that the Town is 7 months through the budget year. Both the expenditure and revenue sides
are in good shape. Most accounts are where they should be. There will be savings in some accounts. The only
area of concern at this time is the Human Services budget due to an increase in requests for assistance.
However, Mr. Gerrish feels the Town should be able to cover any overdraft in this account. Overall, Manager
Gerrish is very pleased with where the budget is.

2) Report on expenditures for Human Services 96-97 Budget

Mary Reindl spoke on the status of her 1996-97 budget. The Council allotted $25,000 to general assistance for
grants. These funds are paid directly to vendors on behalf of qualified applicants. Unfortunately, $25,000 was
expended in the first 6 months. The single highest reason for the over-expenditure is due to rents. There is a 12-
15 month waiting period for vouchers for certificates for Section 8 housing. There has also been a slight increase
in fuel and utility costs. Part of the $25,000 has been returned to the Town through the 50-50 share with the
State. The total expected expenditures for this fiscal year is projected to be $50,000. She will be increasing her
request for grants for the 1997-98 fiscal year.

3) Council Goals & Objectives - 1997

The Council was given a memo last week listing last year's goals and objectives. The Council should provide the
Manager with a list of what they would like to see considered for 1997 Goals and Objectives.

BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES FEBRUARY 3, 1997 PAGE TWO



Brunswick Town Council 1997-02-03

file:///O|/council/minutes/m970203.htm[5/19/2011 1:08:47 PM]

4) Rep. Reginald Pinkham

Rep. Pinkham read a Memorial for the family of Thomas Drehobl from the State Legislature. Tom 's wife and
two of his three sons were present, as well as Trustees and staff of the Brunswick Housing Authority. Senator
Harriman expressed his sympathy to the family.

Adjustments to Agenda:

None.

18. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for Alcoholic Beverage licenses for:

        Renewal: Full-time Malt & Vinous:
        Knights of Columbus Sekenger Council #1947
        d/b/a Knights of Columbus
        2 Columbus Drive
        David R. Girardin, Grand Knight
                                                                        
        Public hearing opened at 7:42 p.m. Hearing closed at 7:42
        p.m.

Moved by Councilor Wilson, seconded by Councilor Feldman to approve the Alcoholic Beverage license for
Knights of Columbus Sekenger Council #1947. Motion carried with 7 yeas.

19. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for a Special Amusement license for:

        New: Maine Street Manhattan
        148 Maine Street
        Mary Lou Graybill

        Renewal: Knights of Columbus Sekenger Council #1947
        d/b/a Knights of Columbus
        2 Columbus Drive
        David R. Girardin, Grand Knight

        Public hearing opened at 7:43 p.m. Hearing closed at 7:43 p.m.

Moved by Councilor Snyder, seconded by Councilor Laffely to approve the Special Amusement licenses for
Knights of Columbus Sekenger Council #1947 and for Maine Street Manhattan. Motion carried with 7 yeas.

20. The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed amendments, on a regular and emergency
basis, to Chapter 11, Article III, Shellfishing, and take any appropriate action.

Public hearing opened at 7:44 p.m.

Mr. Gerrish stated this ordinance was passed on an emergency basis three weeks ago and it needs to be passed
once again on an emergency and regular basis because the timing is such that there would be a three day period
when the ordinance would not be in effect.

Hearing closed at 7:45 p.m.
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Councilor Snyder moved, seconded by Councilor Wilson to adopt the amendments to Chapter 11, Article III,
Shellfishing on a regular and emergency basis. Motion carried with 7 yeas.

21. The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed amendments, on a regular and emergency
basis, to Chapter 10, Licenses and Business Regulations, Section 10-26(b)(6) Sellers of Prepared Food on Public
Way, and take any appropriate action. Manager Gerrish explained that the two amendments being considered
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pertain to increasing the fees for the four vendors on the mall from $500 to $1,000 a year and increasing the fee
for the Farmer's Market from $750 to $1,500 a year. The other amendment is to strike from the ordinance the
statement that limits the type of food to be sold on the mall by the four vendors. The type of food to be sold
would no longer be considered when the Council approved the four licenses.

Public hearing opened at 7:48 p.m.

Danny McDonald, a Mall vendor for 23 years, addressed the Council. In response to the higher license fees, Mr.
McDonald stated that there have been two fee increases in the last 14 years. He has checked with larger cities in
the State of Maine and Brunswick is already two times higher than any he has contacted. He doesn't know why
the fee needs to be doubled.

In response to the Council not regulating the foods to be served on the Mall, Mr. McDonald stated that for the
last 23 years the Council has told the vendors what they can do on the Mall and he doesn't see why they feel
they have to stop.

Linda Pfaffinger of Harpswell Street addressed the Council. She was surprised to read in the newspaper that
the Council was considering a large fee increase for the vendors and a change in the regulation of foods. The
doubled fee is too high. She noted that the vendors only use a section of the Mall and their fee should not be
doubled in order to assist in maintaining the whole Mall. In regard to the Menu issue, she has considered
putting in an application for a Mall license to sell a healthier alternative food. Ms. Pfaffinger noted that if the
Council is not going to use menu selection as a criteria - how will they determine who will get a license? If there
are four available licenses and six people apply what will be the determining factor? Will seniority be a factor?

Councilor Laffely stated he feels doubling the fee is a little high. The Recreation Department uses the Mall too.
He feels that if someone gets a license to sell food on the Mall you should be allowed to sell what you want.

Councilors Feldman and Moll support the proposed amendments.

Chair McCausland clarified that it has been at least 14-15 years since the fee was increased as he was the author
of the motion to increase the fees when he was serving on the Council between 1982 and 1984. He feels it is time
to increase the fees once again. The fees help in a small way to maintain the Mall for everyone's use.

Councilor Wilson agrees with not trying to regulate the types of food to be sold. He also assumes that businesses
are doing well enough to be able to afford the increased fees.

Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor McCausland seconded to adopt the amendments to Chapter 10, Licenses
and Business Regulations, Section 10-26(b)(6) Sellers of Prepared Food on Public Way, on a regular and
emergency basis.

Councilor Snyder thinks the Town is justified to increase the fees. He is concerned that the amount of traffic
that the Farmer's Market attracts makes the high fees justified. However, he stated that the increase for the
four vendors is more than what he is comfortable with. He proposed the following amendment to the original
motion:
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Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Laffely seconded to amend the motion by changing the $1,000 proposed fee
for each of the four vendors to $750.00 each.

Councilor McCausland stated that from his standpoint, this is not private property, there are no property taxes
derived from the enterprises on the Mall. We allow private business to, hopefully, make a profit. He does not
feel it is unreasonable to ask those businesses to contribute an appropriate fee to the maintenance of the
downtown. They want to be on the Mall because it is a vibrant place where many, many people partake of the
food and goods that are offered. He feels the $1,000 fee is appropriate.
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Vote on the amendment to the motion: Motion carried 5-2 (Wilson and McCausland opposed)

Vote on the amended motion: Motion carried 7-0.

This change goes into effect immediately. Mr. Gerrish explained that applications for the Mall need to be into
the Town Clerk's office seven days prior to the March 3rd Council meeting. The fee needs to be paid at the
time the application is completed.

22. The Town Council will receive a report from the Human Services Director concerning changes in the
General Assistance Guidelines, and take any appropriate action. (Manager)

Mary Reindl addressed the Council. There are many proposed changes. Tonight the Council needs to schedule
a public hearing to consider adopting the changes. The changes will bring the Ordinance in compliance with
State law and will make it easier for Mary to acquire legal assistance from MMA.

Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Snyder seconded to schedule a public hearing for February 18, 1997 to
consider adopting changes in the General Assistance Guidelines. Motion carried 7-0.

23. The Town Council will vote to accept $1,397.60 from the United States Marshal's Office, said funds are
Forfeited Assets. (Manager)

Mr. Gerrish explained that under the federal program the Town does not need to vote to accept these funds.
However, for our accounting purposes, we would request that the Council vote to accept these funds.

Moved by Councilor Snyder, seconded by Councilor Feldman to accept $1,397.60 from the United States
Marshal's Office and to deposit said funds in the Town's Forfeited Assets Account. Motion carried 7-0.

24. The Town Council will consider the request of the Memorial Day Committee to hang a banner over Maine
Street from May 19-26, 1997. (Manager)

Moved by Councilor Laffely seconded by Councilor Feldman to approve the request of the Memorial Day
Committee to hang a banner over Maine Street from May 19-26, 1997. Motion carried 7-0

25. The Town Council will appoint a Town Councilor to serve on the Cable TV Committee for a one year term
(Term of Clement Wilson expires), and will confirm the appointments of the Casco Cable TV representative
and the School Board representative. (Manager)

The one year term for the Council representative on the Cable TV Committee has expired, as well as the School
Board representative and Casco Cable TV representative. The School Board has submitted the name of Jeff
Morse to be the School Board representative and Casco Cable TV has submitted the name of Ken James.
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Moved by Councilor Laffely, seconded by Councilor Feldman to reappoint Councilor Clement Wilson as the
Council representative on the Cable TV Committee for a one year term and to confirm the appointments of Jeff
Morse for School Board Representative and Ken James as the Casco Cable TV representative. The motion
carried 7-0.

26. The Town Council will discuss Item #25 of the Rules of Order and Procedure for the Brunswick Town
Council, pertaining to Board and Committee appointments, and take any appropriate action. (Council
Appointments Subcommittee)

Councilor Galloupe noted that the Committee has learned that there are people who are serving on more than
one committee which goes against the Council's Rules of Order and Procedure . There are four or five people
applying for tonight's appointments who are already serving on other committees. The Appointment's
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Subcommittee feels that the Council needs to review and clarify this issue. The Manager provided the Council
with a list of those boards and committees that are established by Charter, State Law or Ordinance.

Councilor Feldman noted that if the Council decides tonight to stay with the current Rules of Order and
Procedure which states you can only serve on one official board or committee, the Council will then need to
decide what will be done with the people who are currently serving on more than one committee (have them
finish their term, give them a certain amount of time to resign, etc.). Councilor Feldman also informed the
Council that the Appointments Subcommittee had notified the applicants who were interviewed that tonight's
vote on appointments may be delayed in order to clarify this issue.

Mr. Gerrish noted that there are a few people who serve on more than one committee or board, but at this
point in time there are none who serve on more than one of the 13 "official" boards/committees. There needs to
be some clarification on this issue.

Councilor Moll indicated that an issue for her is that someone may serve on two or three inter-dependent
committees which may impact the decisions that members make and also could cause a member to become too
influential. She agrees with the current rules. She suggested that the application state that people can only serve
on one board or committee (and strike the word "official").

Councilor Wilson stated that he likes the compromise that would have the application specify that if you are on
one of the 13 "official" committees, you would not be able to serve on another committee. This is a good time to
refine the Rules.

If the Council decides they want to change the Rules of Order and Procedure, a written recommendation needs
to be proposed tonight for consideration of official adoption at the next Council meeting.

Moved by Councilor Snyder, seconded by Councilor Wilson to put forward at the next Council meeting that the
13 committees established by Ordinance, State Law or Charter be categorized in the Council's Rules of Order
and Procedure. Motion carried 6-1 (Moll opposed). (A list of the 13 Committees will be attached to the official
minutes).

27. The Town Council will consider making appointments to the following boards/committees:

Growstown School Committee 
1 Full Member from the Growstown School Neighborhood - 3 year term to expire 1/18/00

Brunswick Housing Authority 
1 Full Member, balance of five year term to expire 06/06/00 
1 Full Member, resident of subsidized or Assisted Housing, term to expire 06/03/01 
1 Full Member, five year term to expire 06/03/02
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Marine Resource Committee 
1 Full Member, balance of a three year term to expire 05/01/99

Planning Board 
1 Full Member, three year term to expire 02/23/00

There were no applications received for the position Brunswick Housing Authority, full member, resident of
Subsidized or Assisted Housing and due to the need for the Housing Authority to find a new Director, it is
suggested that the Town accept applications for one more week. An appointment could be made at the next
meeting. Moved by Councilor Galloupe, seconded by Councilor Feldman to open the applications for the
position of full member, resident of Subsidized or Assisted Housing for the Brunswick Housing Authority. They
must submit their application by 4:30 p.m. Friday, February 7, 1997. Motion carried 7-0.



Brunswick Town Council 1997-02-03

file:///O|/council/minutes/m970203.htm[5/19/2011 1:08:47 PM]

Moved by Councilor Galloupe, seconded by Councilor Laffely to table appointments to boards and committees
until the next meeting 2/18/97. Motion carried 7-0.

Chair McCausland noted that the next Council meeting is February 18, 1997. The Zoning Ordinance Task
Force final Public Hearing is February 13th.

Councilor Snyder moved, seconded by Councilor Laffely to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried 7-0.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bonnie L. Gardner Administrative Assistant February 5, 1997

Date of Approval

Council Chair
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