
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 July 7, 1997  7:30 P.M. 
 MUNICIPAL MEETING ROOM 
 OLD BRUNSWICK HIGH SCHOOL 

7:30 P.M. 
 
Chair McCausland called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair Stephen McCausland, Michael Feldman, Eleanor Swanson, Robert 

Galloupe, Leon Laffely, Clement Wilson, Faith Moll, Ervin Snyder, and David 
Gleason. 

 
Others Present: Donald Gerrish, Town Manager; Deborah Cabana, Town Clerk; Alan Houston, 

Natural Resources Planner; Thomas Farrell, Director of Parks of Recreation; 
William Collins, Marine Warden; Police Commander Robert Annese;  Andrew 
Singelakis, Director of Planning and Development; Reginald Pinkham, State 
Representative; several citizens, members of the press and Casco Cable TV. 

 
 
Minutes of Previous Meetings:  
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Laffely seconded, to approve the Council minutes of June 5, 
1997 as distributed.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Laffely moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to approve the Council minutes of June 9, 
1997 as distributed.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Swanson seconded, to approve the Council minutes of June 
16, 1997 as distributed.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
Correspondence:  A letter of resignation was received from Daylin Butler of the Solid Waste 
Management Advisory Committee.  A letter of appreciation will be sent to Mr. Butler and the position 
will be advertised.   
A letter of resignation was received from James Bowditch of the Planning Board.  A letter of 
appreciation will be sent to Mr. Bowditch and the position will be advertised.   
 
 
Manager’s Report:  
 
1. 1996-97 Update.  Manager Gerrish updated the Council that the status of the 1996-97 Budget.  

This fiscal year ended with expenditures approximately $130,000 less than anticipated, and 
revenues received approximately $170,000 more than anticipated.  The total addition to the town 
coffers is approximately $300,000. 

 
2. Bid Results on Harley Davidson motorcycle.  Commander Annese of the Police Department 

reported that the motorcycle has tentatively been sold to the highest bidder, at $10,600.   
 
 
Adjustments to the Agenda: 
 
Manager Gerrish requested that the Council waive their rules and add agenda item #142 that the Town 
Council would consider authorizing a quit claim deed.  There were no objections to adding this item to 
the agenda.   
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131. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for new Victualer’s 

licenses for: 
 

NEW: 
Jeannine Pelletier d/b/a 
Pelletier Bed N Breakfast 
40 Pleasant Street      Jeannine Pelletier 

 
Walter L. Young d/b/a 
Walt’s Place 
Cook’s Corner       Walter L. Young 

 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:35 p.m.  The Public Hearing closed at. 7:35 p.m. 
 
Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Moll seconded, to approve the Victualer’s licenses for 
Pelletier Bed N Breakfast and Walt’s Place.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
132. The Town Council will hear public comments on the adoption of amendments, on both an 

emergency and regular basis, to the Traffic and Vehicles Ordinance as it pertains to 
compliance with 911 regulations (names changes for certain streets and roads) and take any 
appropriate action. 

 
Manager Gerrish explained that this is the public hearing on the amendments to the Traffic and Vehicles 
Ordinance as it relates to compliance with the 911 regulations (names changes for certain streets and 
roads).  A copy of the ordinance will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:36 p.m.  The Public Hearing closed at 7:40 p.m. 

 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Moll seconded, to approve the amendments to the Traffic and 
Vehicles Ordinance on an emergency and regular basis.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
133. The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed New Meadows River 

Conservation Area Closure and take any appropriate action. 
 
This is the public hearing for the New Meadows River Conservation Area Closure.  The closure will go 
into effect 7/8/97.  A copy of the Closure will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
Alan Houston, Natural Resources Planner, stated that this proposal has been approved by the Marine 
Resource Department.   
 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:40 p.m.  The Public Hearing closed at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Wilson seconded, to approve the New Meadows River 
Conservation Area Closure as proposed.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
134. The Town Council will review the proposed Charge for the Zoning Ordinance Development 

Task Force/Environmental Phases, and take any appropriate action.  (Manager) 
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Andrew Singelakis, Director of Planning and Development,  has prepared a proposed Charge for the 
Zoning Ordinance Development Task Force/Environmental Phases Committee.  Once the Charge is 
finalized and approved, the Town Clerk will start the advertising process for the committee membership.   
 
Councilor Galloupe felt that the citizen category was too specific and suggested that it be expanded to 
include the "ordinary" citizen.   
 
Councilor Swanson suggested that among the new committee there be discussion of the density problem.  
Currently, density is calculated on the basis of dwelling units and she suggested that it be calculated on 
the number of  bedroom units. 
   
Mr. Singelakis said this would be a large departure from the way density has been calculated but it is 
something which could be looked at.    
 
Councilor Wilson  offered that "the wording of excessive absence" be worded more definitively. 
 
Councilor Galloupe moved, Councilor Laffely seconded, to amend the citizen categories to read 
"two citizens with environmental experience, two citizens with land development related 
experience, and two interested citizens."  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas and one (1) nay - 
Councilor Swanson. 
 
Councilor Gleason questioned if it was necessary to have more than one Town Councilor on the 
committee.  
 
There was considerable discussion among the Councilors of the merits of having one Town Councilor vs. 
two Town Councilors serving on the Zoning Task Force.  It was decided to keep two Councilors, as 
recommended in the proposed Charge.  
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Galloupe seconded, to approve the committee categories as 
amended.  The motion carried with seven (7) yeas and two (2) nays - Councilors Gleason and 
Wilson. 
 
Councilor Moll requested that wording be added to the first paragraph stating that the Council is the 
ultimate body approving the environmental issues.  She also wanted to amend the third "bullet" under 
RULES stating that "in cases of impasse, one alternative opinion will be allowed, and if necessary, voting 
would be permitted to provide closure on specific issues." 
 
Councilor Snyder suggested that the first bullet, under RULES, be amended to read "The Committee shall 
strive to meet no more than twice per month."    
 
Councilor Wilson wanted language which would deal with excessive absences.   
 
Councilor Galloupe suggested that language be added which states that "excessive absences shall be 
brought to the attention of the Town Council."   
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Swanson seconded, that the Council adopt the Zoning 
Ordinance Development Task Force/Environmental Phase Charge, as amended above.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  A copy of the Charge will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
135. The Town Council will consider accepting a Grant from Merits (Maine Research 

Internships for Teachers and Students) for the Fire Department in the amount of $1,650.00. 
 (Manager) 
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Fire Chief Howard explained that this $1,650 grant from MERITS (Maine Research Internships for 
Teachers and Students) will provide an intern to the Fire Department for a seven week time frame.  A 
Junior Fire Fighter, Adrian Cole, received the scholarship.  Mr. Cole will be paid $5.00 per hour and 
work 40 hours per week.  The Town will receive $250 for administrative costs.   
 
Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Gleason seconded, to accept the MERITS grant in the 
amount of $1,650.  The motion  carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
136. The Town Council will consider approving an application for a federally funded 

Community Policing Grant in the amount of $118,000.  (Manager) 
 
Commander Annese explained that the Police Department would like to apply for a federally funded 
Community Policing Grant (approximately $118,000).  There are no matching Town funds required. 
This is a very competitive grant and there is no guarantee that Brunswick will receive it.    
 
Councilor Gleason asked if any positions would be established if Brunswick received the grant. 
 
Commander Annese stated that the only position requested was for the duration of the grant, one year.  
This position would be for a system's analysis.  It is possible that a recent college graduate might be 
interested in obtaining the experience with the understanding that the position would exist for only one 
year.   
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Wilson seconded, to approve the Police Department’s application 
for a federally funded Community Policing Grant.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
137. The Town Council will consider authorizing the deposit of $359.33 into the Asset Forfeiture 

Account as the Police Department’s share of the case of U.S. v. Lachance, et al.  (Manager) 
 
This item is for the Town to accept $359.33 which represents the 40% share of the forfeiture of currency 
seized in a Police investigation.  These funds will go into the Town’s Asset Forfeiture Account. 
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to accept a check in the amount $359.33 to 
be put in the Asset Forfeiture Account for use by the Police Department.  The motion carried with 
nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
138. The Town Council will consider setting a public hearing for July 21, 1997 to amend the 

Parking Ordinance relative to an increase in Handicapped Parking fines.  (Manager) 
 
Commander Annese informed the Council that this is a change mandated by the Legislature, effective 
June 26, 1997.  The fine will increase from $50.00 to $100.00.   
 
Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Snyder seconded, to set a public hearing for July 21, 1997 to 
amend the Parking Ordinance on a regular and emergency basis as it pertains to the increase in 
handicapped parking fines.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
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139. The Town Council will consider authorizing a Lease Agreement with Maine Department of 

Transportation for land on the Androscoggin River relative to the Mill Street portage.  
(Manager) 

 
This item is a Lease Agreement between the Town of Brunswick and Maine Department of 
Transportation for a section of land on the Androscoggin River east of Pleasant Street and north of Mill 
street.  This has been reviewed and approved by the Town Attorney. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to authorize a Lease between the Town and 
Maine Department of Transportation for a portion of land on the Androscoggin River to be used 
for a Mill Street portage.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
140. The Town Council will receive a recommendation from the Cable TV Committee 

concerning a local government channel, and take any appropriate action.  (Manager) 
 
James Grant from the Cable TV Committee, informed the Council that the Committee is recommending 
that the local access government channel be Channel 13.  The management structure of this should be in 
place by January 1st.   
 
Chair McCausland stated that this recommendation solves the dilemma of whether the French or the 
Odyssey Channel is moved to a higher tier and it would also eliminate the need to send out surveys to the 
Cable subscribers.  However, the downside is that the citizens of Bath and Topsham will not be able to 
view Brunswick's Town Council/School Board meetings.   
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Feldman seconded to endorse and approve Brunswick using 
channel 13 as the local access channel.   
 
Manager Gerrish commented that, after much discussion, he felt this was the right decision.  It does not 
displace any other channels and is a step in the right direction. 
 
Councilor Galloupe questioned how the cable lines would be determined between Brunswick/Bath and if 
all the citizens living in that area would receive access to this local channel.   
 
Mr. Grant felt that there would be a few houses which would overlap, but for the most part the Cable 
company has the capability to cut the access at the town line.   
 
Councilor Feldman asked for a letter from Casco Cable stating who would be cut off at the town line. 
 
Mr. Grant informed the Council that regional consideration has been at the forefront of the Committee's  
decision.  Casco Cable is willing to provide tapes of other community's Council meetings.  They will not 
be live as they currently are, but they may be viewed at a later time.   
 
The motion was voted on and carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
141. The Town Council will consider making appointments to the following boards and 

committees: 
Recreation Commission 
1 Full Member, balance of a 3 year term to expire 07/01/99 
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Councilor Gleason nominated John M. Murphy to the Recreation Commission for the balance of a term to 
expire 07/01/99. 
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Laffely seconded, that the nominations cease and the Chair 
cast one ballot for Mr. Murphy.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 

Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee 
1 Full Member, balance of a 3 year term to expire 01/01/00 
1 Full Member, balance of a 3 year term to expire 01/01/98 

 
Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Wilson seconded, to appoint Robert M. Laskey to the Solid 
Waste Management Advisory Committee as a full member for the balance of a three year term to 
expire 01/01/00.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 

Village Review Board 
1 Full Member, Pejepscot Historical Society member, balance of a 3 year term to expire 10/20/97 

 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Wilson seconded, to appoint W. Bruce MacKenzie to the Village 
Review Board as the Pejepscot Historical Society member for the balance of a three year term to 
expire 10/20/97.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 

Welfare Appeals Board 
1 Assoc. Member, 2 year term to expire 01/28/99 
1 Assoc. Member, 2 year term to expire 01/28/98 

 
Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Moll seconded, that Lynne A. Gardner be appointed to the 
Welfare Appeals Board as an associate member for the balance of a two year term to expire 
01/28/99.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
142. The Town Council will consider authorizing a quit claim deed 
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to authorize the manager to execute and 
deliver the quit claim deed for Maurice and Pamela Jewett.  The motion carried with (9) yeas.   
 
Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Moll seconded, to adjourn the meeting and enter into a 
workshop session on the Maine Street Master Plan.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  The 
meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.   
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE RECORDING OF THE 
MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 
  
 
 
 
Deborah S. Cabana                                                
Town Clerk Date of approval 
July 17, 1997 
 
                                                
 Council Chair 


