
  BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, MARCH 17, 1997 

 7:30 P.M. 
 Municipal Meeting Room 

Old Brunswick High School 
 
6:30 P.M.  
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Laffely seconded that the Town Council enter into 
Executive Session (along with the Town Manager, the Natural Resources Planner, the 
Shellfish Warden, and Town Attorney Ed Bradley) to discuss possible Town litigation.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
7:30 P.M. 
 
Chair McCausland called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair McCausland, Michael Feldman, Eleanor Swanson, Robert 

Galloupe, Leon Laffely, Clement Wilson, Faith Moll, Ervin Snyder, and 
David Gleason 

 
Others Present: Donald Gerrish, Town Manager; Deborah Cabana, Town Clerk; Alan 

Houston, Natural Resources Planner; William Collins, Shellfish Warden; 
Adam Ogden, Deputy Director of Public Works; Andrew Singelakis, 
Director of Planning and Development; Casco Cable TV; and various 
members of the public.   

 
 
Minutes of Previous Meetings: 
 
Councilor Wilson requested that "Marine Resources Planner" be changed to "Natural 
Resources Planner", as this is Alan Houston's official title.  This change was made three times 
to these minutes. 
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Wilson Laffely seconded to approve the Town 
Council minutes of March 3, 1997 as corrected.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
Manager’s Report:  
 
1. Budget Update - Manager Gerrish stated that the town is eight months into this fiscal 

year budget. He stated that both expenditures and revenues were in excellent shape, 
anticipating that expenditures will end under budgeted amounts and that revenues will 
exceed expectations.  

 
 
Correspondence: NONE 
 
Chair McCausland encouraged the public to participate in naming the new bridge over the 
Androscoggin River. At the April 22nd meeting, he will update the public of the names 
suggested.   
 
 
Adjustments to Agenda:  Manager Gerrish requested that the Council consider waiving the 
rules to add two items to the agenda.  The first item, #49 - The Brunswick Town Council will 



receive a recommendation from the Marine Resources Committee to set a public hearing for 
April 7, 1997 for a town-wide closure.  The second item, #50 - The Brunswick Town Council will 
discuss a potential tax acquired property for an individual in the community who has requested 
that the Council consider postponing the acquisition.  It was also suggested that these items be 
considered before item #48. 
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Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Moll seconded to waive the rules to add the 
aforementioned items #49 and #50.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
42. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for 

renewal Alcoholic Beverage licenses for: 
 

Full-time Malt, Spirituous and Vinous: 
Brunswick Golf Club d/b/a  
Brunswick Golf Club-Lounge 
River Road       Paul Timberlake, President 

 
Masagana Corp. d/b/a  
Oriental Restaurant 
13 Mill Street       Cecilio Juntura 

 
Full-time Malt and Vinous: 
Brunswick House of Pizza, Inc. d/b/a 
The Kitchen       Christos Zoulamis and 
4 Pleasant Street      Niki Zoulamis 

 
Full-time Malt: 
China Pearl, Inc. d/b/a 
The China Pearl 
112 Pleasant Street      Chung Hua Wang 

 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:50 p.m.  The Public Hearing closed at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to approve the Alcoholic Beverage 
licenses for Brunswick Golf Club, the Oriental Restaurant, the Kitchen and the China 
Pearl.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
43. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for a 

renewal Special Amusement license for: 
 

Brunswick Golf Club d/b/a 
Brunswick Golf Club-Lounge 
River Road       Claudette Allen 

 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:51 p.m.  The Public Hearing closed at 7:51 p.m. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to  approve the Special Amusement 
license for the Brunswick Golf Club.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 



44. The Town Council will discuss a Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Town and Brunswick Naval Air Station relative to joint recycling, and take any 
appropriate action.  (Manager) 
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Adam Ogden, Deputy Director of Public Works -  explained that both the NASB and the Town 
of Brunswick are required by federal law to reduce their respective waste streams through 
re-use and recycling.  NASB has determined that the most viable way for them to comply with 
the Department of Defense Policy is to participate in the Town's recycling efforts.  This 
Memorandum of Understanding is a cooperative approach to recycling which will benefit both 
NASB and the Town by reducing the waste stream and maximizing the sale of recovered 
materials.  The Town Attorney has given his okay on the draft.  A copy of the agreement will 
be attached to the official minutes.   
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Laffely seconded to authorize the Town Manager to 
execute the Memorandum of Understanding on joint recycling between the Town and 
Brunswick Naval Air Station for a one year term.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
45. The Town Council will consider adopting a Resolution to oppose LD 1122, an Act 

to Repeal Municipal Shellfish Ordinances.  (Manager) 
 
This item is a follow-up to the discussion that took place at the Council's last regular meeting.  
A copy of the Resolution will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
John Lemont, Chair of Marine Resources Committee -  requested that the Council endorse this 
resolution and that some Councilors attend the hearing in Augusta.   
 
Councilor Swanson suggested adding the word "non-polluted"  to the fourth WHEREAS to read 
as follows:  WHEREAS, the continued livelihood of Brunswick commercial shellfish harvesters 
depends on a well managed resource that consistently produces non-polluted, legal size 
shellfish; and.   
  
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Feldman seconded to adopt the Resolution opposing 
LD 1122, as amended.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
46. The Town Council will consider the request of a Town employee for a 4 week 

extension of worker’s compensation benefits, and take any appropriate action.  
(Manager) 

 
This item refers to a request from a Town employee for a four week extension of worker’s 
compensation benefits.  The employee had back surgery and he feels he needs four additional 
weeks before he returns to work.  The union contract of this employee specifies that if an 
employee needs more than 20 weeks of worker’s compensation benefits, approval must be 
made by the Town Council.  After review of the situation, Manager Gerrish recommended 
approval of this request.   
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Feldman seconded to extend Scott Higgins’ worker’s 
compensation benefits for four additional weeks.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 

 
 



47. The Town Council will consider approving the request from St. Johns the Baptist 
Parish for various licenses for games of chance at the annual St. John’s Bazaar, 
and take any appropriate action.  (Manager). 

 
This is the annual request of St. John’s Bazaar for approval of licenses for games of chance at 
their Bazaar.   
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Councilor Laffely moved, Councilor Gleason seconded to approve the request of St. 
Johns the Baptist Parish for licenses for games of chance for the annual St. John’s 
Bazaar.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
49. The Town Council will consider setting a public hearing for a town-wide closure, 

based on a recommendation by the Marine Resources Committee.  
 
Bill Collins, Shellfish Warden -  spoke on behalf of the Marine Resources Committee.  He 
explained that the closures would be effective 4/8/97 through 4/30/97 and 2/13/98 through 
3/31/98, and February 20 through April 30 for the shellfish license years thereafter, for the 
purposes of resource conservation.  He further explained that there is one exception, that 
Maquoit Bay will be left open for the harvesters to harvest during the closure.  However, since 
this will be heavily harvested during this sixty day period, the harvesters would like to see 
Maquoit Bay closed for sixty days (May 1 to June 30 of each year, inclusive).   
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Laffely seconded to set a public hearing for April 7, 
1997 to consider the Marine Resources Committee's recommendation.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
50. The Town Council will discuss a potential tax acquired property and take any 

appropriate action. 
 
Manager Gerrish explained that real estate tax liens on Map 45, Lots 38, 40, 42, and 43 will 
automatically foreclose on March 29, 1997.  The liens arise from unpaid taxes assessed to 
Melville Robbins.  Louise Coulombe, a mortgage holder, has obtained a judgement allowing 
her to foreclose and hold a sale of these properties. The foreclosure sale is scheduled for March 
19, 1997.  A closing would be held within 30 days of the sale.  Mrs. Couloumbe has requested 
the Town not foreclose on these properties.   After several discussions with Mrs. Coulombe, it 
was agreed that  Mrs. Coulombe request to be allowed to redeem the property from the Town 
by paying, by April 18, 1997, all of the tax obligations on the referenced properties, including an 
estimate of the taxes due for the 1997-98 fiscal year.  Mrs. Couloumbe has asked that if the 
Town Council approves this request, that an expression of its intent be recorded in the minutes 
of a Town Council meeting.   
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Feldman seconded to allow Mrs. Coulombe to 
redeem the property from the Town by paying, by April 18, 1997, all of the tax obligations 
on the referenced properties, including an estimate of the taxes due for the 1997-98 fiscal 
year.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
48. The Town Council will discuss the proposed Zoning Ordinance and consider 



setting a public hearing to adopt the Ordinance.  (Manager) 
 
Andrew Singelakis, Director of Planning and Development - recommended that the proposed 
ordinance had minor housekeeping modifications that should be inserted when the Council 
sends the document to Public Hearing.  In addition, the Council needs to be aware that it will 
need to set a separate public hearing on the Comprehensive Plan Addendum.  This pubic 
hearing may occur on the same evening as the Zoning Ordinance, however, it needs to occur 
first and separately.  A copy of these minor modifications to zoning are outlined in the attached 
memo from Andrew Singelakis to Donald Gerrish and the Town Council, dated March 17, 1997. 
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Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to incorporate the modifications 
into the Zoning Ordinance draft to be sent to public hearing as presented by Andrew 
Singelakis in his memo of March 17, 1997.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Moll seconded that the CU 6 Zone be deleted from 
the proposed ordinance and that the lots in that proposed zone be placed within the 
adjacent R-1 Zone. 
 
Councilor Snyder made several comments supporting the deletion of the CU 6 Zone from the 
proposed ordinance.  A copy of his comments will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
Councilor Wilson spoke in favor of the Task Force's recommendation and stated that he would 
be voting against this motion.   A copy of his comments will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
Councilor Gleason felt that this was one of the most difficult issues that the Council has had to 
evaluate.  He felt this motion was an issue of private property rights and that it would have a 
greater impact on the college than the Longfellow residents.  He would not be supporting the 
amendment because he felt that both sides had been negotiated and the Task Force had come 
up with an ordinance with which he could live.   
 
Councilor Feldman had promised to defend and support the neighborhoods when he 
campaigned for Councilor.  He agreed with Bill Bryant (member of the Zoning Task Force) that 
it was possible that twenty years from now, there will be no Longfellow residents if the CU 6 
Zone exists.  He felt it was unreasonable to believe that if Bowdoin College is unable to 
develop the three pieces of land in this area, that they will not be able to grow.  He would be 
voting to support the recommendation to remove the CU 6 Zone from the proposed ordinance.   
This change is a minor adjustment and the College has already received compromises.   
Councilor Galloupe stated that the CU 6 Zone area is very small, approximately one half of it is 
the Longfellow School.  He was fascinated as to why the College is so adamant that they need 
this area.  He agreed with Councilor Feldman that this would not have a great impact on the 
College.  He felt it would be dramatic to change this area to CU 6 and, therefore, would be 
voting in favor of the amendment.  
 
Councilor Swanson stated that the highest and best use of zoning is protecting a neighborhood. 
 She would be voting to retain this area in the R - 1 Zone.     
 
Councilor Moll agreed with Councilor Snyder's remarks.  She valued the work done by the Task 
Force, however, the original ordinance which she supported did not contain a CU 6 Zone.  She 
had heard that the College's engulfment of a neighborhood is inevitable.  However, she was 
not a fatalist and did not believe that inevitability is a zoning tool, nor is it a method of 
determining land uses.  Land ownership does not drive zoning, permitted uses, density, and 
character do that .  She felt that the CU 6 Zoning is convenience zoning, fortuitous zoning.  



Fortuitous that six lots on a residential block should work so perfectly as a six lot zone for this 
institution and convenient that the institution owns the six lots.  This philosophy can apply 
anywhere it is allowed.  The balance in this ordinance and college use zones lies in the 
expanded uses in areas where there were none before.  She suggested examining content and 
impact consequences of the new permitted uses in new college use zones because their value 
far out-weighs the inventory of uses allowable under the present ordinance.  Councilor Moll felt 
there is a true difference between what constitutes a residential neighborhood and a college 
atmosphere and encouraged the Councilors to remove the College Use District 6 and expand 
the R-1 boundaries to include the properties now outlined as CU 6 Zone. 
 
Councilor Laffely stated that his constituents would like a four or five year plan from the college. 
   
 
Chair McCausland felt that the proposed ordinance was a reasonable fair compromise and 
would be voting against this proposal.   
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The motion was voted on and carried with five (5) yeas - Councilors Feldman, Swanson, 
Galloupe, Moll and Snyder and four (4) nays - Councilors Laffely, McCausland, Wilson, 
and Gleason. 
 
Councilor Laffely moved, Councilor Wilson seconded to remove the Maine Street Station 
property from the Village Review Zone.   
 
Councilor Moll was concerned about the Village Review geographical boundaries.  Although 
the Village Review process is extremely valuable, she suggested that the boundaries not be 
expanded at this time. She suggested maintaining the present geographic boundaries until the 
Village Review Board has had the opportunity to evaluate how well the new system works.  At 
that time, the Village Review Board could make recommendations on geographical boundary 
expansions.   
 
Chair McCausland displayed a map that was handed to the Councilors last week.  He 
explained that the yellow area is the present geographic boundary as it exists today within 
Village Review.  The red area is a proposed expanded area to be included within Village 
Review.  A copy of this map will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
Councilor Gleason's commented about a memo from Mr. Bunge, chair of the Village Review 
Committee.  It was Councilor Gleason's understanding from this memo that the proposed 
expanded area (referred to as the "red area" on the illustrated map) impacted the downtown 
area as much as the existing Village Review areas.  Therefore Councilor Gleason was in favor 
of the expanded Village Review area as proposed by the Task Force.  A copy of this memo will 
be attached to the official minutes. 
 
Councilor Swanson felt the proposed "red area" should be included within the Village Review. 
 
Councilor Galloupe agreed with Councilor Moll and wanted to wait for the new process to be 
evaluated.   
 
Chair McCausland pointed out that the area proposed by Councilor Laffely only pertains to one 
piece of property within the "red area."  He was not in favor of expanding the Village Review 
area.   
 
Both Councilors Laffely and Wilson withdrew their motion.  Councilor Laffely moved, 



Councilor Wilson seconded to leave the Village Review area as it currently exists and not 
include the "red area" in the Village Reveiw as proposed by the Zoning Task Force. 
 
Councilor Feldman was uncomfortable with omitting this section of Maine Street.   
 
Councilor Moll agreed with Councilor Gleason and with Mr. Bunge's letter.  She thought the 
Village Review Board would work effectively with the proposed process changes, however, she 
was not sure of it.  She suggested that the Village Review Board analyze the effectiveness of 
the new process and make recommendations to the Council in the next six months for new 
geographic boundaries.   
 
Chair McCausland pointed out that the Village Review Board can recommend appropriate 
changes to the Council at any time.   
 
The motion was voted on and carried with five (5) yeas - Councilors Galloupe, Laffely, 
Moll, Wilson, and McCausland and four (4) nays - Councilors Feldman, Swanson, 
Gleason and Snyder. 
 
Chair McCausland questioned why daycare centers (over 6 children) were not allowed in the 
Country Zone.  Chair McCausland moved, Councilor Feldman seconded that daycare 
centers be permitted throughout the town.   
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Andrew Singelakis explained that the State law was used as a guide post to define daycare 
centers.  Daycare centers are considered commercial activity, therefore, this type of use was 
permitted in commercial related zones.  Child care is permitted throughout the town if the 
number of children is five or under.  However, the new ordinance allows for any use which is 
not permitted in a particular zone, to be evaluated by the Planning Board on a case by case 
basis.  It is possible that a use which is not specifically permitted can be approved via a Special 
Permit process, which is decided by the Planning Board.   
 
Once the Special Permit process was explained to the Councilors, both Councilors 
McCausland and Wilson Feldman* withdrew their motion.   
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Snyder seconded to set a public hearing on March 31, 
1997 to amend the Comprehensive Plan as well as set a public hearing on March 31, 1997 
to consider the proposed Zoning Ordinance as amended this evening.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Galloupe seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The 
meeting adjourned at 9:13 p.m. 
 
*  As corrected and approved by the Town Council on April 7, 1997. 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE RECORDING OF THE 
MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS 
HOURS.   
 
 
 



 
 
Deborah S. Cabana 
Town Clerk 
March 20, 1997 
                                                
 Date of approval 
 
 
                                                
 Council Chair 
 


