
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
1998-99 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

 June 4, 1998  7:00 P.M. 
 MUNICIPAL MEETING ROOM 
 OLD BRUNSWICK HIGH SCHOOL 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Chair McCausland called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present:   Chair Stephen McCausland, Michael Feldman, Eleanor 

Swanson, Robert Galloupe, Timothy Dotts, Clement Wilson, 
Faith Moll, and Ervin Snyder.  David Gleason arrived at 7:52 
p.m. 

 
School Board Members Present: James Grant; Joanne Olson; Ralph Tucker; P. Dennis Lucas Jr.; 

and Janet Connors. 
  
 
Others Present:   Donald Gerrish, Town Manager; James Ashe, Superintendent of 

Schools; Deborah Cabana, Town Clerk; Several Department 
Heads and School Teachers; a few citizens, members of the 
press, and Casco Cable TV. 

 
Town Manager Gerrish gave a brief overview of the municipal budget.  The originally proposed budget 
produced a 7.5% property tax increase, which has been tentatively reduced to a 5% property tax increase.  
The most significant increase in the budget is the first debt service of Curtis Library, representing 
approximately 3%.  The remainder of the budget is a maintenance budget.   
 
James Ashe, Superintendent of Schools, gave a brief overview of the school budget.  A copy of his 
comments are attached to the official minutes.  
 
Chair McCausland described the process to be used for the public hearing. 
 
The public hearing opened at 7:34 p.m. 
 
David Pitt of Tidal Run Lane - expressed appreciation for the Pennellville citizens that Simpson's Point 
Road is going to be paved as part of the capital improvement budget. 
 
Richard Dowling of Woodside Road - felt the new library was extravagant and urged the Council to keep 
the tax increase to no more than 5%.  
 
Eric Butler of 8 Bunganuc Landing Road - was distressed with the proposed budget increase when his 
social security compensation is increased by only 2.1%.  He perceived that the 3.1 % increase realized by 
the Curtis Library was considered a given to be "added" onto the proposed budget. He suggested a 
different approach in the future before bargaining employee's compensation. 
 
Bill Bryant of Birch Meadow - was concerned that monies for a "transportation hub" was an item missing 
from the budget.   
 
Janet D. Brand of 318 Bunganuc Road - noted there were a tremendous amount of outside resources 
currently available to offset the municipal budget.  She felt it was time to consider tightening the belt as 
these outside funds may not always be accessible.  She further pointed out that it has been over twenty 
years since a zero based budget has been considered.  
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Melinda Gale of 43 Baribeau Drive - was concerned that the new facilities manager had been eliminated 
from budget. She felt we should take good care of Brunswick's public buildings and questioned how long 
the new buildings would remain beautiful without attention.   
 
Reginald Pinkham 497 Old Bath Road - would like to see the budget at 3% and asked the Council to try 
to squeeze more out of the budget.  
 
Jeff Degan of 48 Coombs Road - was feeling the financial crunch of property taxes.  He currently pays 
$6.20 per day for property taxes and felt his taxes should be reduced in the future.   
 
Roger Howell of 14 Cushnoc Lane - has noticed that Maine ranks near bottom in per capita income, yet 
near the top for property taxes.  He suggested that before the State puts a tax cap on property taxes, that 
Brunswick pull in the belt and review the budget more carefully.   
 
Colin Fay of Thompson Street - is happy with what the town is providing and urged the Council to raise 
the taxes to the full proposed budget amount.  He compared the proposed budget to buying stocks, in that 
what we buy and invest in now will have a larger value in the future.   
 
 
The public hearing closed at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Chair McCausland adjourned the meeting at 8:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE RECORDING OF THE 
MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS 
HOURS.   
 
 
 
 
Deborah S. Cabana 
Town Clerk 
June 15, 1998 
                                                
 Date of approval 
 
 
                                                
 Council Chair 


