
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL

file:///O|/council/minutes/Minutes/1996-1998/98Nov16.htm[5/19/2011 5:10:05 PM]

BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES

NOVEMBER 16, 1998

MUNICIPAL MEETING FACILITY

 

6:45 P.M.

Moved by Councilor Snyder, seconded by Councilor Wilson, to enter Executive Session to discuss a legal
issue with the Town Attorney. The motion carried with seven yeas. (Councilors Moll, Swanson, Galloupe,
Feldman, Dotts, Snyder, Wilson) (Councilor-Elect Forrest Lowe also participated in the Executive Session).

7:30 p.m.

Vice Chair Faith Moll called the meeting to order and asked for the pledge to the flag.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Vice-Chair Faith Moll, Michael Feldman,
Eleanor Swanson, Robert Galloupe, Timothy Dotts, Clement Wilson, Ervin
Snyder and David Gleason

COUNCILORS ABSENT: Stephen McCausland

OTHERS PRESENT: Donald Gerrish, Town Manager; Bonnie Gardner,
Admin. Assistant; Robert Annese, Commander, Police Dept.; Geoffrey Hole,
Town Attorney; Deborah Smith, Executive Director of Pejepscot Historical
Society; several citizens, member of the press and TV Video Crew.

Correspondence:

Manager Gerrish acknowledged that the Town received a check in lieu of taxes from the Brunswick Housing Authority in the
amount of $17,695.

Minutes of Meetings:

Moved by Councilor Wilson, seconded by Councilor Dotts, to approve the minutes of November 2, 1998 as
distributed. The motion carried with eight yeas.

Manager's Report:

1. Traffic Analyzer Report

Town Manager Gerrish noted Commander Bob Annese from the Police Department, is present to update the Council on new
equipment the Town purchased through a grant it received.

Commander Bob Annese, Police Department, noted that the message board that is outside the Municipal Meeting Facility this
evening, is part of the equipment purchased from a grant the Town received. This message board will be used for educational
purposes and as a public relations tool. The message board will be used in conjunction with the traffic counter and analyzers. The
traffic counter and analyzers were placed on Water Street during the Bike Path Grand Opening to see what the traffic counts were
like. A study has also been done on Grover Lane over the past weekend. Commander Annese reviewed the information obtained
from the study, i.e. a summary, time and speed report, a time volume report and average speeds.

Manager Gerrish noted that this equipment will be an important planning tool for the Town and will provide information that can be
utilized in any car/pedestrian issues that need to be addressed. Manager Gerrish expressed his thanks to Commander Annese in
getting this equipment paid for through a grant.

Councilors Moll and Feldman expressed their thanks to Commander Annese.

2. Update on Upper New Meadows Lake Leasing. Town Attorney Geoff Hole stated that he was disappointed to report
that the draft findings that came out from the two hearings held this summer, proposed to lease approximately 80% of the upper
New Meadows Lake to two private entities. What was the most disappointing about the draft decision was that it really did not
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attempt to deal with the presentation that staff put together on behalf of Brunswick. Because the Department of Marine Resources
has a new Commissioner, and assuming the Commissioner would not know anything about Brunswick and this matter, Attorney
Hole began at the beginning with the Town's response and this was hand-filed today. The Commissioner was told that Brunswick
has the finest Marine Resources program in the State, the Council has supported the program financially and also through adoption
of the Coastal Protection Zone, Sludge Ordinance, etc. Attorney Hole is also asking to argue the case orally before him and asked
that he come to Brunswick to view the facility.
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Councilor Snyder proposed to have the Council adopt a resolution favoring positions the Town Attorney has set out in his report to
the Commissioner and urging that the leases the hearing officer has proposed, not be granted.

Attorney Hole said he would appreciate the Council doing this and made note that besides himself, Alan Houston, Shelagh Catlin,
Bill Collins and several members of the Marine Resources Committee, as well as members of the public, had worked very hard to
put the initial presentation together.

Councilor Snyder moved a Resolution to support the Brief filed by the Town Attorney and ask the
Commissioner to not grant the leases as recommended by the Hearing Officer and that steps be taken to
ensure that this is a public resource and not a resource that is appropriated by the owners of a private
entity. Seconded by Councilor Feldman. The motion carried with eight yeas.

Manager Gerrish will prepare the Resolution.

Adjustments to the Agenda: None.

208. The Town Council will hear public comments on the request for a new Victualer's license
for:

Wayne Alexander d/b/a

Ye Olde English Fish & Chips Shoppe

15 Bow Street Wayne Alexander

The public hearing opened at 7:49 p.m. The public hearing closed at 7:50 p.m.

Moved by Councilor Snyder, seconded by Councilor Wilson, to approve the Victualer's license for Ye Olde
English Fish and Chip Shoppe. The motion carried with eight yeas.

209. The Town Council will hear public comments on the request for renewal Alcoholic Beverage licenses
for:

Full-time Malt:

Sam's Italian Foods, Inc. d/b/a

Sam's Italian Sandwich Shoppe

Rt. 24, Cook's Corner Philip E. Libby

Full-time Malt and Vinous:

Bangkok Garden Restaurant, Inc.

d/b/a Bangkok Garden Restaurant

14 Maine Street Khone Khanthasy

The public hearing opened at 7:51 p.m. The public hearing closed at 7:51 p.m.

Moved by Councilor Wilson, seconded by Councilor Dotts, to approve the Alcoholic Beverage licenses for
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Sam's Italian Sandwich Shoppe and Bangkok Garden Restaurant. The motion carried with eight yeas.

210. The Town Council will receive a recommendation from the Planning Board on a proposed
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance relative to the reuse of former fraternity houses, and take
any appropriate action. (Manager)

Manager Gerrish noted that this item requires the scheduling of a public hearing on the change in the Zoning Ordinance. This has
been a collaborative effort between the College, the Planning Board and the citizens in the neighborhood where the fraternities are
located, in working out an arrangement that meets everyone' needs. The Planning Board has held a number of public hearings as
well as site walks. The proposal is a culmination of a great effort by all concerned to work out an issue that is important to the
College, the neighbors and the Town. Staff will be present at the public hearing to talk more about this issue.

Moved by Councilor Feldman, seconded by Councilor Snyder, to schedule a public hearing for December 7,
1998 to consider amending the Zoning Ordinance relative to reuse of former fraternity houses. The motion
carried with eight yeas.
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211. The Town Council will receive a recommendation from the Planning Board on a proposed
amendment to the Sign Ordinance relative to flashing illumination signage at Androscoggin
Savings Bank, and take any appropriate action. (Manager)

Manager Gerrish stated that the Town received a request from Androscoggin Savings Bank to be able to put a time and
temperature sign at their new Bank. The Planning Board is recommending to the Council to hold a public hearing to change the
Ordinance by amending Section 606.2 Signs Expressly Prohibited, of the Zoning Ordinance to allow flashing time and temperature
signs. It is recommended that the Council schedule a public hearing for December 7, 1998.

Moved by Councilor Gleason, seconded by Councilor Swanson, to schedule a public hearing for December 7,
1998 to consider amending the Sign Ordinance relative to flashing illuminating signage.

Councilor Feldman asked whether the location for the illuminating sign is at the bank location downtown or at the new
Androscoggin Bank at the Cooks Corner location.

Doug Bolles, from Androscoggin Bank, stated the time and temperature sign would be at the Cooks Corner location in front of
Ames Plaza. He will provide a description of the sign at the public hearing.

Councilor Swanson hopes to convince the Council not to send this to public hearing. She feels that the Planning Board has done a
wonderful job with this section beyond Cooks Corner. It doesn't look like a "strip development". She feels that a flashing light is not
appropriate.

Councilor Feldman stated he will support this going to public hearing but he does have concerns about it and hopes the Council
will keep an open mind about this when a decision is made.

Councilor Moll noted that initially, she was not going to vote to send this to public hearing but she does wish to be courteous to a
Bank that she feels has done a wonderful job in Town. She has grave concerns about flashing signs like this. She feels digital
flashing illumination should be reserved for emergency traffic signage.

The motion carried with seven yeas. (Swanson opposed)

212. The Town Council will consider accepting a Crime and Violence Prevention Grant in the
amount of $11,000, and take any appropriate action. (Manager)

Commander Annese stated that this grant came from the Maine Justice Assistance Council. Because he had worked with John
Hodge of the Housing Authority on Housing Authority grants, he once again worked with John Hodge on another grant and called it
the Public Housing Education Project. They would target two public housing areas: Perryman Drive and Woodlawn Tower
complexes. They both felt there was a need for increased police presence at these locations, not from a law enforcement aspect-
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policing aspect but as educators and facilitators to improve the quality of life for people living in these complexes. They come up
with after-school programs, mini DARE programs for younger children, and adult education seminars. There is money for capital
equipment and supplies as well as money for paying officers and civilians to teach the programs. This is a "no match" grant.

Moved by Councilor Snyder, seconded by Councilor Feldman, to accept the Drug Control, Violence
Prevention and System Improvement Grant in the amount of $11,064.00. The motion carried with eight
yeas.

213. The Town Council will consider a recommendation from the Police Department on
amending the No-Parking Ordinance relative to Grover Lane, and take any appropriate action.
(Manager)

Commander Annese stated that Grover Lane is experiencing some problems with parking that is directly attributable to the new
Bike Path. Grover Lane is a short dead-end street with six or seven residences, and a Church with a large parking lot. The survey
from this past weekend indicated there were 380 vehicles on this road during this time frame. Parking is limited so people are
parking on the side of the street. This brings up a safety issue for larger vehicles getting by these parked vehicles. Commander
Annese has spoken with the residents of Grover Lane and a majority of the residents agree with the recommendation to prohibit
parking on the north side of Grover Lane.

Councilor Feldman stated that everyone he has spoken with feels that this is the right solution to the problem. He then thanked the
Police Department and Commander Annese for addressing this problem so promptly. He urges the Council's support on this item.
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Moved by Councilor Feldman, seconded by Councilor Dotts, to schedule a public hearing for December 7,
1998 to consider amending the No-Parking Ordinance by adding the north side of Grover Lane. The motion
carried with eight yeas.

Councilor Gleason asked what can be done to improve the parking situation for the Bike Path as the spring and summer months
will bring even more traffic.

Manager Gerrish stated that this is one step towards a bigger solution. We have approached the Church on Grover Lane and are
working with them to use space in their parking lot. We are hopeful to reach an agreement. At the Water Street section of the Bike
Path we are working with the Keena Corporation to expand parking.

214. The Town Council will consider the request of the Pejepscot Historical Society for Town
funding to assist in organizing, cataloging, and storing local government records, and take any
appropriate action. (Manager)

Manager Gerrish noted that the Town has an opportunity to continue a very good partnership with the Pejepscot Historical Society
in maintaining records of historical value and to have them available to citizens of our community. In 1987 the Town turned over 23
cartons of records of the Town that have historical value. The Pejepscot Historical Society has kept them in storage since that time.
The Society has applied for and received a grant from the Maine State Archives to help catalogue and organize the records. The
estimated cost of the project is $7,095. The maximum amount of the grant is $1,500. The Town Clerk's office has offered to
contribute $930 in staff time to partner with P.H.S. The Pejepscot Historical Society will contribute $4,665 in staff time and supplies.
They are requesting the Town contribute funds in an amount equal to what the grant will pay ($1,500). The funds would come from
the Town's contingency account.

Councilor Swanson questioned whether time and money should be spent on storing materials when items

could be placed on microfilm. The new Director of the Pejepscot Historical Society, Deborah Smith, responded by saying that digital
processing is down the road but the grant will help provide assistance to the PHS in determining what is in the storage boxes.
Possibly 10%-25% of the materials may be determined by the Town Clerk to be not worth preserving. Once it is determined what
will be kept, plans for microfilming can be discussed at a later date.

Moved by Councilor Snyder, seconded by Councilor Wilson, to approve the request of the Pejepscot
Historical Society to contribute $1,500.00 from the Town's contingency account toward a project to
organize, catalogue and store various governmental records. The motion carried with eight yeas.
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215. The Town Council will consider accepting Kyle Street and Robin Drive as Town roads.
(Manager)

Manager Gerrish stated that the deeds have been reviewed by the Town Attorney and the public works staff and the roads meet
the necessary standards. The two roads are located in a subdivision off Church Road.

Moved by Councilor Gleason, seconded by Councilor Swanson, to accept Kyle Street and Robin Drive as
Town roads. The motion carried with eight yeas.

The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

 

PLEASE NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM. A TAPE RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE
TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS

 

 

Bonnie L. Gardner

Administrative Assistant

11/18/98

_______________________

Date of Approval

 

_________________________________________

Council Chair
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