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BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES

September 8, 1998

MUNICIPAL MEETING FACILITY

6:45 P.M. Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Moll seconded, to enter Executive Session to consider requests
for property tax abatements. The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

7:30 P.M.

Chair McCausland called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to the Flag.

Councilors Present: Chair McCausland, Michael Feldman, Eleanor Swanson,
Robert Galloupe, Timothy Dotts, Clement Wilson, Faith Moll, Ervin Snyder and
David Gleason.

Others Present: Donald Gerrish, Town Manager; Deborah Cabana, Town Clerk;
Geoff Hole, Town Attorney; Theo Holtwijk, Director of Planning and
Development; John Foster, Town Engineer; several citizens, members of the press
and TV video crew.

Correspondence: Manager Gerrish noted correspondence from David Wright on Bath Road concerning the
construction that took place in front of his business and problems which occurred during that time. A meeting has been
scheduled for next week with Mr. Wright and other businesses, as well as the Sewer District. How this can be
improved upon will be discussed.

A leave of absence request had been received by Brian Banton who serves on the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.
Mr. Banton will be away at college but intends to return to Brunswick and wishes to continue on this committee.
Manager Gerrish recommended that his leave of absence request be granted and the Council had no objection.

 

Minutes of Previous Meetings:

Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Dotts seconded, to approve the August 3, 1998 Town Council minutes as
presented. The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

Manager=s Report:

1. Budget Update. We are only two months through the current fiscal year. Manager Gerrish noted that expenditures
were as anticipated, however, the State general revenue sharing amount received in the month of July (approximately
$215,000) was the largest amount ever received. Other revenues received were as anticipated.

2. Update on Spanish War Memorial Triangle Island Intersection. Town Engineer John Foster explained that the
proposed granite curbing will be located where the cones are currently placed. There has been positive feedback
regarding the temporary cones and signage which have been placed at the Maine Street/Bath Road/Park Row
Intersection through out summer. People are very positive about the crosswalk.
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Councilor Wilson suggested that an additional parking spot be located on the north bound side of the triangle.
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Mr. Foster stated it could be looked at. There was concern that the alignment of the island does not fit well with the
traffic coming down into the island.

Manager Gerrish noted that this project is a major expenditure and will cost around $500,000 to $700,000.

Councilor Gleason was informed that businesses along Park Row have stated that it is almost impossible to make a left
turn from Park Row onto Maine Street.

Councilor Moll suggested that consideration be given to making Fitch Place more viable.

3. Maine Street Station Update. Manager Gerrish stated that the Maine Street Station property was purchased on
August 20th. Discussions with Bowdoin College regarding their proposals will continue. He anticipated that the
purchase and sale agreement would be considered at the next Council meeting.

4. 62nd Annual MMA Convention. A reminder that the MMA Annual Convention will take place in Augusta,
October 14-15, 1998. Councilors who would like to attend any of the sessions should contact Bonnie Gardner in the
Manager's office.

 

Adjustments to the Agenda: None

 

159. The Town Council will hear public comments on the request for a new Victualer=s license for:

Realty Resources Hospitality Brunswick L.L.C.

d/b/a Denny=s

Rt. 24 Cook=s Corner Joseph Cloutier

The Public Hearing opened at 7:50 p.m. The Public Hearing closed at 7:50 p.m.

Councilor Gleason moved, Councilor Dotts seconded, to approve the Victualer=s License for Denny=s. The
motion carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

160. The Town Council will hear public comments on proposed amendments to the Sign Ordinance,
and take any appropriate action.

Theo Holtwijk, Director of Planning & Development, addressed the Council. He explained that the staff has had a
chance to work with the sign ordinance and felt some rules were cumbersome. One of the changes proposed is to allow
the Codes Enforcement Officer to make some of the decisions on signs, instead of the Director, as there has been some
duplication in the review process, resulting in a longer than necessary wait for approval by applicants. The changes
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would make the ordinance more efficient, but not more stringent.

The Public Hearing opened at 8:53 p.m. The Public Hearing closed at 8:53 p.m.

Councilor Swanson did not want to see the review standards listed in Items A through K entirely eliminated, as
decisions would be made subjectively, dependent on the taste of the Codes Officer. Councilor Swanson wanted to see
Item F retained.
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Councilor Moll - would agree to reintroducing Item F into the Ordinance as it may be an issue in a few cases. She felt
the rest of the criteria were covered in other areas of the Ordinance.

Mr. Holtwijk suggested that if Item F was re-introduced, it should be without the final phrase "to be identified".
Councilor Swanson had no objection.

Councilor Wilson commented that the proposed amendments had been recommended by the Planning Board.

Councilor Gleason felt that the significance of Item F escalated if retained as a separate criteria among few and that its
interpretation might limit design options.

Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Wilson seconded, to approve the amendments to the Sign Ordinance as
proposed. The motion carried with eight (8) yeas and one (1) nay - Councilor Swanson.

 

161. The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed Charter change relative to
adding two At Large School Board members. (McCausland and Moll).

This item is the public hearing on the proposed Charter Amendment relative to increasing the number of School Board
Members from 7 to 9, and designating two members as At-Large Members.

The Public Hearing opened at 7:55 p.m.

Jim Grant, Chair of the School Board - was not in favor of adding the additional members to the School Board. He did
not feel it would make the budget process easier or lessen burdens of current School Board members. He expressed
concern that there had been very little communication from the Council to the School Board, as well as insufficient
time to discuss or respond to the proposed amendment. Mr. Grant suggested that an ex-officio Town Council member
and/or a student representative would be more beneficial to the School Board. He further suggested that the Council
make charter changes which would more effectively deal with the loss of a School Board member.

Nancy Heiser, citizen of Brunswick - was in favor of adding the two additional members. She believed this would ease
the burden of the other School Board members. Citizens are not willing to run against current School Board members
who are doing a good job, thus keeping potentially good people from serving. This proposed amendment would give
citizens from any given district three, rather than one, member to approach. Ms. Heiser suggested allowing the voters
the decision.

Joanne Olson, School Board representative from District Two - spoke in favor of adding two additional members. She
welcomed the help additional members could offer as the present seven board members serve on ten different
committees.
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Jeffrey Morse, Vice Chair of the School Board - was opposed to this proposal as he had not heard a sound reason
behind it, nor did members of his district see a good reason to add additional members. Mr. Morse urged that the
Council and School Board find a common ground regarding this proposal, then go to the voters in agreement.

Attorney Geoff Hole noted a correction in the Order, changing the quorum provision from four to five members
(Section 905).
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Janet Connors, School Board member - urged that a workshop between the School Board and Council be set to
explore the reasons for the changes. To date, there had been no dialogue between the two committees and time has not
been afforded for the School Board to adequately discuss the proposed amendments.

The Public Hearing closed at 7:18 p.m.

 

162. The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed Charter change relative to
voting districts language incorporating State law by reference.

The Public Hearing opened at 8:19 p.m.

Attorney Hole explained that the proposed Charter Amendment is relative to incorporating the State Law language at it
pertains to voting districts, i.e., boundaries will be reviewed every 10 years, instead of every 5 years, and will be
established in accordance with population, rather than by registered voters.

The Public Hearing closed at 8:20 p.m.

 

163. The Town Council will consider the Order regarding the ballot question for the Charter
amendment relative to adding two At Large School Board Members on the November ballot.
(Manager)

Councilor Snyder felt this proposal was a positive step toward increasing the opportunities for citizens to serve on the
School Board. He urged the Council to send this to the voters.

Councilor Wilson thanked the School Board members who spoke. He was reserving judgment on the proposed changes
and wished the timing would have allowed more interaction between the School Board and Town Council. He would
like to see changes such as this go to the voters whenever possible.

Councilor Swanson was most eager to see this proposal go to the voters. She expressed concern that when a School
Board member abstains (which she was aware had happened in the past), that their district goes unrepresented.
Therefore, she felt members at large were needed.

Councilor Galloupe was not sure what is right or wrong, and felt the voters should decide.

Councilor Galloupe moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to approve the Report from the Town Attorney on
the proposed charter amendments regarding School Board Membership and approve the Order of the Charter
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amendment relative to adding two At-Large School Board Members to the School Board, to be placed on the
November 3, 1998 Municipal Election ballot.

Councilor Moll has always felt the School Board should be as representative as the Town Council. Citizens themselves
can decide if they wish more elected representation

Councilor Gleason thought that each School Board member was more a representative of the entire town, rather than of
their respective district, as is the case with the Town Councilors.

Councilor Snyder stated that there was concern in 1990 that members would consider themselves exclusively to a
district. There is, however, a perception in the public that they need to call a representative from their own district.
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Councilor Gleason was concerned that this will go to the voters without allowing a debate to occur.

Chair McCausland suggested a discussion forum regarding this proposal, as an alternative to candidates night.

Councilor Feldman supported communication between the School Board and the Council.

He also felt that the public should be given the opportunity to vote on this issue.

Councilor Wilson wanted to emphasize that this proposal is not a criticism of the present School Board and their
performance. He hoped for an open workshop where everyone's opinion could be heard.

The motion was voted on and carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

164. The Town Council will consider the Order regarding the ballot question for the Charter amendment
relative to voting districts language on the November ballot. (Manager)

Councilor Galloupe asked if the Navy would be included in the Census numbers.

The Town Clerk and Town Manager responded that they were unsure at this time, but Manager Gerrish explained that
it is the Federal Census numbers that will be used in the redistricting.

Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Moll seconded, to approve the Report prepared by the Town Attorney on
the proposed charter amendments regarding voting districts and to approve the Order of the Charter
amendment relative to voting district language incorporating State law by reference, to be placed on the
November 3, 1998 Municipal Election ballot. The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

165. The Town Council will consider approving the request of Kim Groat to replace her current
vending cart on the Mall with a new cart. (Manager)

Kim Groat, of Cola Café, located on the Mall, would like to replace her food service cart with a new one. Under the
Ordinance the Council needs to approve the food service vehicles. Ms. Groat is also changing the name of her business
to Spring Creek Barbecue, however, the Council does not need to take action on the name change.
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Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Dotts seconded, to approve the new vending trailer for Kim Groat. The
motion carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

166. The Town Council will consider the recommendation of the Planning Board to set a public
hearing to amend the Aquifer Protection Zone Chapter relative to natural/propane gas lines, and
take any appropriate action. (Manager)

Manager Gerrish reported that this item was sent back to the Planning Board for additional review when the Aquifer
Protection Zone was approved. The Zoning Ordinance Development Task Force also revisited the issue. It is now
being proposed that a public hearing be set to amend the ordinance to include allowing natural gas and propane lines in
the Aquifer Protection Zone.
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Councilor Snyder moved, Councilor Wilson seconded, to set a public hearing for

September 21, 1998 to consider amendments to the Aquifer Protection Zone Chapter relative to
natural/propane gas lines. The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

167. The Town Council will consider amending the Quit Claim Deed given to Melville Robbins, and
take any appropriate action. (Manager)

Attorney Hole explained that a large parcel of tax-acquired property was conveyed back to Mr. Robbins on the
condition that there be only one division of the property for two single family house lots. A consideration for this
restriction was that there would be environmental problems if too much development occurred on the parcel. Mr.
Robbins would now like to convey a small triangle of the property to an abutter and offer separately the remaining
area of the 35 acres (the two single family house lots) for sale. Another, as yet unquantified piece of the property to the
East, is also under consideration to be conveyed to another abutter.

Mr. Pellegrini of CHR Realty, representing Mr. Robbins - stated Mr. Robbins would like to sell to an abutter and still
be able to sell the two lots.

Manager Gerrish stated that the initial intent was that there be only two house lots at that location. The current proposal
maintains the original intent as there would be no building on the triangular piece being conveyed to the abutter.

Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, that the Town Manager be authorized to execute a deed
or other document amending the quit claim deed given to Melville Robbins, to allow two conveyances to
abutters, not to be built upon, in addition to the two single family house lots previously approved. The motion
carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

168. The Town Council will consider the request of the American Cancer Society to hang a banner
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over Maine Street from October 5-19, 1998 to promote October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
(Manager)

Councilor Dotts moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to approve the request of the American Cancer Society to
hang a banner over Maine Street from October 5-19, 1998 to promote Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The
motion carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

169. The Town Council will take action on a request for a poverty property tax abatement.
(Manager)

Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Dotts seconded, to approve the property tax abatement request in the
amount of $647.04 for Tax Lot 045, Map 003. The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

170. The Town Council will consider renewing the one year lease with the Merrymeeting Rowing
Club, and take any appropriate action. (Manager)
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Councilor Moll voiced concerns regarding the structure that occupies the Town owned Water St. site. It is a plastic
covered temporary structure which is not allowed elsewhere in town. In addition, State Regulations do not allow
watercraft storage facilities such as these so close to the water. Councilor Moll cited numerous burdens which are
placed on the Water St. neighborhood and felt the Town's needs in that area should be assessed.

Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to approve the renewal of the Lease with Merrymeeting
Rowing Club for one year with the condition that the Merrymeeting Rowing Club present an alternative
building design and plan for the future.

Douglas Richmond, President of Merrymeeting Rowing Club - stated that they did obtain a building permit for the
structure and have state permits for ramps, a launch, and float in that area. Although he would like to see a new facility
at the site, he is unable to attract investors based on a one year property lease.

Councilor Wilson commended the Merrymeeting Rowing Club and encouraged rowing at the site and increased use of
the river. He would support the motion only if the condition it places on the club would aid in its future planning.

Mr. Richmond felt it would be a short-term benefit, however, the one year lease was still an obstacle. He was willing
to develop the plans to present to the Council with the hope of negotiating a long term lease.

The motion was voted on and carried with nine (9) yeas.

 

171. The Town Council will consider making appointments to the following boards and committees:

Water District Trustees
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1 Full Member, Three year term to expire 09/13/01

Councilor Moll disclosed that she has a relative who is a Water District Trustee but he was not involved with this
appointment and she would like to vote on the nomination.

Chair McCausland had no objection.

Councilor Feldman nominated Claude Philippon.

Councilor Swanson nominated Suzan Wilson.

Councilor Moll moved that nominations cease. Councilor Snyder seconded. The motion carried with nine(9)
yeas.

Claude Philippon received seven votes - Councilors Feldman, Galloupe, Dotts, Gleason, Snyder, Moll, and
McCausland.

Suzan Wilson received two votes -Councilors Wilson and Swanson.

Claude Philippon was re-appointed as a Water District Trustee.
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172. The Town Council will enter a Workshop Session to discuss the Cooks Corner Master Plan.

 

Chair McCausland adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m. and the Council moved into workshop.

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM. A TAPE RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS
AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS.

 

 

Deborah S. Cabana

Town Clerk

September 30, 1998
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