
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
1999-2000 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

 June 3, 1999  7:00 P.M. 
 MUNICIPAL MEETING ROOM 
 OLD BRUNSWICK HIGH SCHOOL 
 
6:55 P.M. 

 
90. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for an Alcoholic 

Beverage License: 
 

New Full-time Malt and Vinous: 
The Cuisine House, Inc. d/b/a The Cuisine House  Teng-Chao Tao 
21 Gurnet Road 

 
 
91. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for a Special 

Amusement License: 
 

The Cuisine House, Inc. d/b/a The Cuisine House  Teng-Chao Tao 
21 Gurnet Road 

 
Manager Gerrish stated that the applicants of the Cuisine House have requested that their request for 
Alcoholic Beverage and Special Amusement Licenses be pulled from consideration.  They will  
probably request consideration at the Town Council's regular meeting of June 21, 1999.   
 
The Public Hearing opened at 7:00 p.m.  The Public Hearing closed opened at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Gleason seconded, to table items #90 and #91 indefinitely.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
 
7:10 P.M.   
 
Chair McCausland called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present:   Chair Stephen McCausland, Michael Feldman, Eleanor 

Swanson, Robert Galloupe, Timothy Dotts, Clement Wilson, 
Faith Moll, Forrest Lowe, and David Gleason. 

 
School Board Members Present: James Grant, Joanne Olson, Ralph Tucker, P. Dennis Lucas Jr., 

Joanne Rosenthal, and Janet Connors. 
  
Others Present:   Donald Gerrish, Town Manager; James Ashe, Superintendent of 

Schools; Deborah Cabana, Town Clerk; Several Department 
Heads and School Teachers; a few citizens, members of the 
press, and Casco Cable TV. 

 
Town Manager Gerrish gave a brief overview of the municipal budget.  The originally proposed budget 
(presented to the Council on May 3, 1999) produced a 3.35 % property tax increase, which has been 
tentatively reduced to a 1.5% property tax increase.  The most significant increase in the budget is the 
first debt service of Curtis Library, representing approximately 3%.  The remainder of the budget is a 
maintenance budget.   
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James Ashe, Superintendent of Schools, gave a brief overview of the school budget.  He noted that the 
budget is up for local appropriations by 3.15 % (which is approximately $365,000 more than requested 
last year).  The total budget is just under 22 million dollars.  Mr. Ashe outlined proposed reductions of 
$110,000 which would keep the school budget within the projected 1.5% increase.  A copy of this 
proposal will be attached to the official minutes. 
 
Mr. Ashe is on the Board of Directors of the New England Superintendents Association.  He made an 
award presentation to Manager Gerrish, on behalf of the Association, recognizing Mr. Gerrish's 
contributions to public education.   
 
Chair McCausland described the process to be used for the public hearing. 
 
The public hearing opened at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Rob Jarratt of 3 Meadowbrook Road -  spoke on behalf of the Brunswick Area Arts & Cultural Alliance. 
 He noted that the proposed budgeted amount for this organization is $5,000.  He requested that the 
Council consider increasing the amount, as originally requested by the Alliance, to $10,000.   
 
Nancy Heiser of 25 Hemlock Road - spoke in favor of the Brunswick Area Arts & Cultural Alliance and 
asked that the Council increase their budgeted amount to $10,000.   
 
Brad Johansen of 28 East Marginal Road -  supported the schools and town and would gladly support 
the 1.5% increase in the proposed budget.   
 
Peter Simmons of 39 Columbia Ave. -  is an arts advocate and requested that the Council consider adding 
the additional $5,000 for B.A.A.C.A. 
 
Laura Brann of 11 School Street -  supported the additional proposed staff for the Fire Department, 
however, felt the Council should support a zero percent tax increase.   
 
Robert Coffin of 13 Coffin Street -  expressed concern with a police officer being placed in the school.  
He felt, as well, that each grave site of veterans should be marked with a flag, rather than a single flag for 
each cemetery.   
 
The Public Hearing closed at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Councilor Feldman suggested the Town Manager consider the additional $5,000 for the Arts and Cultural 
Alliance if he could remain within the 1.5% proposed budget increase. 
 
Councilor Wilson did not want to "tie" the Town Manager's hands by instructing him to find the 
additional $5,000 for the Alliance.   
 
Councilor Moll supports the Alliance, however, wants to remain at the proposed 1.5% budget increase.  
She supports the Town Manager's proposal and would like to look carefully next year at a substantial 
commitment to this group, based on how much the Alliance helps in attracting new individuals to the 
community.   
 
Councilor Lowe agreed with Councilor Moll and would like to actively pursue additional support for this 
organization.   
 
 



Town Council Minutes 
June 3, 1999 
Page 3 
 
 
Chair McCausland stated that the Council made an informal decision earlier this week that the budget 
increase would be a 1.5%.  Although he had advocated earlier that he would like to see a zero tax 
increase, this proposed budget is the lowest tax in the last ten years.  Part of government is compromise, 
which leads to accomplishment, therefore, he would be supporting the 1.5% tax increase.  He felt the 
proposed budget will continue to do what citizens are asking for.   
   
Chair McCausland adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE RECORDING OF THE 
MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 
  
 
 
 
 
Deborah S. Cabana 
Town Clerk 
May 19, 2011                                                     
 Date of approval 
 
 
                                                     
 Council Chair 


