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BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

AUGUST 5, 2002 
7:30 P.M. 

MUNICIPAL MEETING FACILITY 
 
6:30 P.M.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  RE:  Possible acquisition of property. 
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to enter into Executive 
Session to discuss property acquisition.  The motion carried with seven (7) yeas. 
Councilors Watson and Crimmins arrived after the vote.  
 
7:45 P.M.  Chair Priest called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to 

the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present: Chair Charles R. Priest, W. David Watson, Jacqueline A. Sartoris, 

Robert A. Galloupe, Douglas A. Rice, Nancy E. Randolph, Forrest 
Lowe, Thomas E. Crimmins, and Stephen H. McCausland. 

 
Councilors Absent:  None. 
 
Others Present: Donald H. Gerrish, Town Manager, Fran Smith, Town Clerk; Pat 

Harrington, Assistant Town Manager; John Foster, Public Works 
Director; John Eldridge, Finance Director; Phil Carey, Planner; 
several citizens, members of the press, and TV video crew. 

 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: July 15, 2002   
 
Hearing no objection from the Council, Chair Priest declared the minutes of July 15, 
2002, accepted as written. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Chair Priest noted the passing of Antoinette Martin, who had served the town in a variety 
of ways including as a State House Representative and Town Councilor.   
 
Councilor McCausland said he had an opportunity to witness Brunswick’s Fire 
Department providing mutual aid on the Pejepscot Mill fire.  He was impressed with their 
work, along with the other departments. 
 
Manager’s Report:  Items taken out of order. 
 
2.  Accept donation from Panee Coffin ($250 for trees) 
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to accept and allow 
expenditure of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) from Panee Coffin to plant 
trees.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
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This will be used to replace trees on town property in front of her home to replace those 
removed after being damaged by the ice storm.  
 
4. Report on MDOT lot on Mill Street 
 
Manager Gerrish said the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) has pledged to 
work to make this location more beautiful. 
 
Councilor Randolph encouraged other councilors to view the presentation on the 
developer’s plan for this site. 
 
1.  Financial Update 
 
Manager Gerrish said the town has finished its first month of this fiscal year.  The good 
news is the state revenue sharing check was the highest amount the town has received in 
sixteen (16) years.  The town will need to spend money to purchase a new airboat at 
twenty four thousand dollars ($24,000) and to do the ground work for the Joshua 
Chamberlain project for fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000). The funds will come from 
savings in the budget. 
 
5.  (ADDED) Report on Joshua Chamberlain Statue 
 
Dick Morrell reported on the status of this project.  They are hoping to the have the 
statue by October.  They also hope to have funds to give the town toward maintenance. 
 
3.  Report on CIP Process 
 
Manager Gerrish explained his memo regarding the proposed Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) process.  A committee is included in the process.  He hopes to have a CIP prepared 
by December. 
 
(A copy the proposed Capital Improvement Plan process will be attached to the official 
minutes.) 
 
Adjustments to the Agenda:  None 
 
141.  The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for 

Alcoholic Beverage Licenses and will take any appropriate action: 
 
Full-Time Malt, Spirituous, and Vinous 

  
 MacMillan & Co., LLC d/b/a MacMillan & Co. 
 96 Maine Street 

John Hall 
 Full-Time Malt and Vinous 

 



Town Council Minutes 
August 5, 2002 
Page 3 
 
 Shere Punjab, Inc., d/b/a Shere Punjab 
 40 Maine Street 

Karnail Singh 
 Full-Time Malt 
 Sam’s Italian Foods, d/b/a Sam’s Italian Foods 
 Rte. 24, Cook’s Corner 

Gerald C. Clements 
 

Chair Priest opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Manager Gerrish said the town recommends approval of these licenses, but are asking 
that conditions, laid out in a memo from Commander Desjardins, be applied to the 
application from MacMillan & Co.   
 
(A copy of Commander Desjardins’ memo with the conditions will be attached to the 
official minutes.) 
 
Ed Rogers, the manager for MacMillans, said he had worked with the police to come up 
with the conditions.  Since they have increased business, there have been additional 
problems outside the bar after closing. 
 
Councilor Randolph suggested some wording changes to the memo for clarity purposes.  
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Randolph seconded, to approve applications 
for Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for MacMillan & Co. with conditions to be 
attached, Shere Punjab, and Sam’s Italian Foods.  The motion carried with nine (9) 
yeas.  
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
142.  The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for 

Victualer Licenses and will take any appropriate action: 
  

 Sandra Webber d/b/a Downeast Hot Dogs II 
 Cook’s Corner Shopping Center 

Sandra Webber 
 Shere Punjab, Inc., d/b/a Shere Punjab 
 40 Maine Street 

Karnail Singh 
 

Chair Priest opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 



Town Council Minutes 
August 5, 2002 
Page 4 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to approve applications for 
Victualer Licenses for Downeast Hot Dogs II and Shere Punjab.  The motion carried 
with nine (9) yeas.  
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
143.  The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for 

Special Amusement Licenses and will take any appropriate action. 
 
 The President and Trustees of Bowdoin College d/b/a  
 Jack Magee’s Pub and Morrell Lounge 
    Smith Union Hall (Bowdoin College) 

     Susan Burtt 
 MacMillan & Co., LLC d/b/a MacMillan & Co. 
 96 Maine Street                                                                                        John Hall 

 
 Bowl New England, Inc. d/b/a Yankee Lanes 
 276 Bath Road                                                                                Michael Corley 

 
 
Chair Priest opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Watson moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to approve requests for 
Special Amusement Licenses for Jack Magee’s Pub and Morrell Lounge at Bowdoin 
College, MacMillan & Co., and Yankee Lanes.  The motion carried with nine (9) 
yeas.  
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
144.  The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed amendment to 

the Parking Ordinance regarding South Street and will take any appropriate 
action.   

 
Manager Gerrish said this item will place restrictions on the Loading Zone on South 
Street.  The restrictions are a limit of 15 minutes between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 
Chair Priest opened the public hearing. 
 
Connie Lindquist, Longfellow Avenue, inquired about the size of the signs.  The 
response was they would be standard size. 
 
Chair Priest closed the public hearing. 
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Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Randolph seconded, to adopt the proposed 
amendment to the Parking Ordinance to limit parking in the Loading Zone on 
South Street to fifteen (15) minutes between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice and approved language will be attached to the 
official minutes.) 
 
145.  The Town Council will hear a report from the Road Acceptance Policy 

Committee and will take any appropriate action.   
 
Manager Gerrish said a memo from Theo Holtwijk outlines the recommendation from the 
Road Acceptance Policy Committee concerning how to handle roads already approved by 
the Planning Board and also how to handle new proposals that come in before a new 
policy is adopted. 
 
(A copy of memos from Theo Holtwijk and John Foster will be attached to the official 
minutes.)   
 
Councilor Sartoris, member of the Road Acceptance Policy Committee, said the 
Committee decided that they did not want to apply any new policy retroactively to 
approved developments; although, the Council can still choose not to accept a road.  They 
cannot give a level of certainty to developments that their roads will be accepted under 
the current Council practice.  The Committee hopes to have a policy between November 
and the end of the year.  It may include a “to do list” for possible zoning changes. 
 
Councilor Rice, member of the Committee, said they have made a statement that those 
approved developments listed in Mr. Holtwijk’s memo of July 12, 2002, will come before 
the Council for road acceptance and will be exempt from the new policy. 
 
Councilor Sartoris added by doing this, the Committee was not changing what the town is 
currently doing, and there has never been a guarantee of Council acceptance of a road. 
 
Chair Priest said the Committee’s recommendation provides those approved 
developments that are listed with the same level of certainty as previous ones have had. 
 
146.  The Town Council will receive recommendations from the Planning Board 

for Housekeeping Zoning Amendments and will take any appropriate action.  
 
Phil Carey, Town Planner, discussed the proposed amendments as outlined in a memo 
from the Planning Board. 
 
(A copy of a memo from Rita Worthing, Planning Board Chair, regarding the 
amendments will be attached to the official minutes.) 
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Councilor Randolph said, regarding Item #1 in the memo, it may be a fairness issue when 
it comes to building sizes, since, under the proposal, larger buildings can expand more 
than smaller ones. 
 
Mr. Carey said that it is the same increase proportionally; although, larger buildings 
could get more square feet. 
 
Mr. Carey, responding to Councilor Randolph’s question about Item #2 in the memo, said 
farm and wood roads that are developed in accordance to the Best Management Practices 
handbook do not need Planning Board approval, although they would encourage them to 
get staff review.   
 
Since it was felt that some of the proposed amendments were not “housekeeping”, the 
Council moved to have three (3) of them removed from the proposal and have them stand 
on their own as zoning ordinance amendments. 
 
Councilor Galloupe moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to remove Item #10, 
regarding requirements for underground utilities in subdivisions, from the 
housekeeping amendments and to have it stand as its own amendment.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to remove Item #12, 
regarding limitation on the number of sandwich signs allowed, from the 
housekeeping amendments and to have it stand as its own amendment.  The motion 
carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to remove Item #13, 
regarding a revision of R4/CP2 Zone Line, from the housekeeping amendments and 
to have it stand as its own amendment.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
The Council voted to set public hearings for the various zoning amendments. 
 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to set a public hearing 
for September 3, 2002, on proposed “housekeeping” amendments to the Zoning 
Ordinance.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Randolph seconded, to set a public 
hearing for September 3, 2002, on the proposed amendment to the R4/CP2 Zone 
Line on the Zoning Map.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to set a public hearing for 
October 21, 2002, on proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance regarding 
sandwich signs.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
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Councilor McCausland opposed making it mandatory for new streets to have 
underground utilities since it was overly restrictive and the cost to do so is as much as 
fifty percent (50%) more than above ground. 
 
Councilor Sartoris moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to set a public hearing for 
October 21, 2002, on proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance regarding 
requiring underground utilities on subdivisions. The motion carried with six (6) 
yeas.  Opposed were Councilors Crimmins, Randolph, and McCausland. 
 
Councilor Lowe left the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 
 
147.  The Town Council will consider requests from Maine Natural Gas for Utility 

Location Permits and will take any appropriate action.   
 
Councilor Rice removed himself since Maine Natural Gas is one of his clients. 
 
John Foster, Public Works Director, discussed this request. 
 
(A copy of Mr. Foster’s memos regarding Maine Natural Gas’ requests will be attached 
to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Randolph seconded, to approve the 
Utility Location Permits for Maine Natural Gas.  The motion carried with five (5) 
yeas.  Opposed were Councilors Watson and Crimmins.  Councilor Rice did not 
vote. 

 
148.   The Town Council will consider amending its Rules and Procedures to add a 

  section concerning Fiscal Note and will take any appropriate action. 
 
Chair Priest requested that the Council amend their Rules and Procedures to add a section 
concerning a fiscal note standard.  He recommended an additional line be added to the 
proposal to help determine long term impacts costs.   
 
Council rules state that a proposed change needs to be brought up at one meeting and 
then discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Councilor McCausland said that ten thousand dollars ($10,000) is small compared to the 
forty million dollar ($40,000,000) budget.  It would require additional work from the 
Finance Department.  He felt that the figure was too low.  He would support a higher 
number of twenty five thousand ($25,000). 
 
Chair Priest responded the amount was discussed with the Manager and Finance Director 
earlier.  He felt that amount was reasonable for a new expenditure.  The fiscal note helps 
give the Council some indication of new projects’ costs.  The idea is similar to the fiscal 
notes required at the state government level.  Based on last year, the need for such a note 
would have only occurred ten (10) to twelve (12) times.  In addition, many grants are in 
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the amount.  The Council would want to determine that, if by accepting a grant, there 
would be additional expenses to the town. 
 
John Eldridge, responding to Councilor Galloupe’s question, said this would be for items 
outside of the budget process. 
 
Councilor Galloupe suggested that instead of two thirds of the elected Council, its states 
six (6) Councilors are needed to overrule this requirement. 
 
Councilor Randolph did not want this as part of the by-laws. 
 
Councilor Sartoris said at first she was against doing the notes, but after looking at it, she 
felt it was good to take the time to look at longer term expenses.  It would help with long 
term planning. 
 
The Council discussed the six votes to overrule the requirement of the fiscal note.  
Councilor McCausland felt the vote could be considered skirting around the issue.  Chair 
Priest said the vote to override would be there for emergencies. 
 
149.  The Town Council will consider the ballot for the MMA Executive 

Committee and will take any appropriate action.  
 
Councilor Galloupe moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to approve the ballot for the 
MMA Executive Committee.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.  
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Crimmins seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:48 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK'S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS.  

 
 

F rances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
August 14, 2002 

 
September  3, 2002 

_________________________ 
Date of Approval 

 
Char les H. Pr iest 

__________________________________  
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Council Chair 
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