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BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 4, 2002 
7:30 P.M. 

MUNICIPAL MEETING FACILITY 
 
7:30 P.M. Chair Priest called the meeting to order and asked for the Pledge to 

the Flag. 
 
Councilors Present.  W. David Watson, Robert A. Galloupe, Douglas A. Rice, Charles 

R. Priest, Nancy E. Randolph, Forrest Lowe, Thomas E. Crimmins 
and Stephen H. McCausland. 

 
Councilors Absent: Councilor Jacqueline A. Sartoris. 
 
Others Present: Donald Gerrish, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; John 

Foster, Public Works Director; Jerry Hinton, Police Chief; Steven 
Walker, Natural Resource Planner; Geoff Hole, Town Attorney; 
Phil Carey, Town Planner; the Honorable Betheda Edmonds, State 
Senator District 23; the Honorable John Richardson, State 
Representative District 49; the Honorable Stanley Gerzofsky, State 
Representative District 50; the Honorable William Schneider, State 
Representative District 85; members of the Redistricting 
Committee; several citizens, members of the press and TV Video 
Crew. 

 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: January 22, 2002   
 
Councilor Watson requested that additional Council comments be added to the 
Telecommunication item to more accurately reflect participation in the discussion. 
 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to approve the minutes of 
January 22, 2002, with the additional comments included.  The motion carried with 
eight (8) yeas.   
 
Correspondence:   
 
Resignation: Samantha Jones, Planning Board 
 
A thank you letter for her service to the Planning Board will be sent to Ms. Jones. 
 
Councilor Watson apologized to his constituents in District 1 since he had to leave the 
last meeting early. 
 
Chair Priest announced there would be a public hearing on February 13 at 7:00 at 
Pejepscot Terrace to discuss improvements to Jordan Avenue. 
 
Manager’s Report: 
 
1.  Legislative Update 
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Senator Edmonds, Representative Gerzofsky, Representative Richardson, and 
Representative Schneider updated the Council and the public on what they had been 
working on and the projects the Legislature was dealing with including:  

1. The State Budget; 
2. Local tax options; 
3. Assisted living facilities; 
4. County jails; and, 
5. An additional five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) for education funding 
for Brunswick.   

 
Senator Edmonds presented the Council with a new United States flag that had been 
flown over the Capitol. 
 
2.  Recycling Committee Award  
 
Jim Doherty, Committee member, updated the Council on their activities including: 

1. They are creating a compost bin project, for which they have received five 
hundred dollars ($500) from Wal-Mart;  

2. They participated in Recycling Week in November, in which Brunswick came in 
seventh place in the state; and, 

3. They are in the process of creating a video for children on recycling. 
 
Councilor Crimmins moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to accept the grant for 
composting bins in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500) from Wal-Mart and to 
authorize the expenditure of the funds.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.   
 
3.  Update on Bike Path Extension (Bruns-Bath) 
 
Phil Carey, Town Planner, gave this update.  There is a proposal for a feasibility study to 
look at the extension of the bike path into Bath.  On January 14, 2002, there was a 
meeting to receive public input, with fifty or so people attending.  There were many 
concerns about using the Old Bath Road corridor, and there was more interest in 
exploring the Route One corridor option.  They are exploring this alternate route.  
 
4.  Financial Update  
 
Manager Gerrish gave a financial update.  Excise tax is still ahead of last year by one 
hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000) and state revenue is where the town 
projected it to be.  Returns on investments are still below what is expected. 
 
5.  Council Goals (ADDED) 
 
Manager Gerrish asked individual Councilors to provide him with their goals for the 
upcoming year, and he will bring them back to the full Council at a future meeting. 
 
Adjustments to Agenda:  
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Item 19 – Table appointments until February 19, 2002, except for two members to the 
Androscoggin Pedestrian Bridge Committee.  This item will be taken out of order. 
 
Item 20 – Add setting a public hearing relative to no parking on sections of Federal Street 
and Longfellow Avenue. 
 
18. (TAKEN OUT OF ORDER) The Town Council will consider appointments to 

various Boards and Committees, and will take any appropriate action.  
 
Since the Appointments Committee did not have an opportunity to interview all 
applicants, there was a request to table this item until February 19, 2002.  However, since 
the Androscoggin Pedestrian Bridge Committee will hold its organizational meeting prior 
to the 19th, the Council will appoint the two members who have been interviewed.  
  
Councilor Crimmins moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to table appointments 
until February 19, 2002, except for two members of the Androscoggin Pedestrian 
Bridge Committee.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.   
 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Crimmins seconded, to nominate Pat 
Ryan and Candace Kanes to serve on the Androscoggin Pedestrian Bridge 
Committee, and to have the Vice Chair cease nominations and cast one vote for 
nominees.  The motion carried with seven (7) yeas.  Chair Priest abstained since his 
wife was one of the nominees.  
 
12.  The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for 

Alcoholic Beverage Licenses and will take any appropriate action: 
 
 Full Time Malt: 
 
 Capital Pizza Huts, Inc., d/b/a Pizza Hut, Inc. 
 107 Pleasant Street 

Richard J. Bloomer 
 Capital Pizza Huts, Inc., d/b/a Pizza Hut, Inc. 
 238 Bath Road 

Richard J. Bloomer 
 

Chair Priest opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to approve Alcoholic Beverage 
License applications for the Pizza Hut restaurants on Pleasant Street and Bath 
Road.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.   
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
10.  (TABLED ITEM) The Town Council will hear public comments on proposed 

amendments to the Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance, relative to Section 214 – 
Telecommunications Zone (TCZ), and will take any appropriate action.   
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Manager Gerrish said that at the last meeting the Council tabled this item after holding 
the public hearing. 
 
MOTION: 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to approve the proposed 
amendment to the Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance, relative to Section 214:  
Telecommunications Zone. 
 
AMENDMENT TO THE MOTION 
Councilor Galloupe moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to amend the proposed 
amendment to the Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance, relative to Section 214, 
Section F, to add the following language: “Tower owners must submit a letter to the 
Codes Officer by May 1 stating the names and addresses of the equipment users of 
the tower as of April 1st of each year.” The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
Erik Caron, Spectrum Resource Towers and ATC Realty, said, in response to Councilor 
Galloupe’s question, Spectrum was only leasing a portion of the zone. 
 
Mr. Carey said, in response to Councilor Galloupe’s question about resolution of 
disagreements, the Code Enforcement Officer felt he had sufficient authority to require 
information to be submitted and to deal with any complaints relative to the ordinance’s 
requirements. 
 
Councilor Galloupe expressed concerns about towers having leases signed yet not 
installing equipment for a long time.  He would like there to be a time limit between 
signing the lease and installing equipment included in the ordinance. 
 
Councilor Crimmins inquired how long it would take to place equipment on a tower and 
indicated that people do not want to have an empty tower.   
 
Mr. Caron said it depends on how the network is designed; he thought between six 
months and one year.  According to the ordinance, he did not expect they would be able 
to get a building permit without having carriers.  
 
Councilor Lowe said from a business perspective it would be difficult for the Council to 
legislate installation of the equipment once the contract was in place. 
 
Councilor Randolph said Mid Coast Hospital provided a letter of support for the 
ordinance and tower. 
 
Councilor Rice felt the ordinance had enough language in it to require the tower to be 
removed if it is not used. 
 
Councilor Watson questioned Mr. Caron about Oak Hill being part of the process and 
other towns his company is involved with. 
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Mr. Caron said they have not negotiated with Mr. Messier because there are already 
towers at Oak Hill.  The carriers could take advantage of those existing towers.  He did 
not feel comfortable answering the questions on other communities since they are in 
negotiations with them. 
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor McCausland seconded, to move the 
question.  The motion carried with five (5) yeas.  Opposed were Councilors Watson, 
Galloupe and Crimmins.  
 
VOTE ON MAIN MOTION WITH AMENDMENT: 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to approve the proposed 
amendment to the Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance, relative to Section 214:  
Telecommunications Zone, to include the following amendment: Section F to add 
the following language: “Tower owners must submit a letter to the Codes Officer by 
May 1 stating the names and addresses of the equipment users of the tower as of 
April 1st of each year.”  The motion carried with six (6) yeas.  Opposed were 
Councilors Watson and Crimmins. 
 
(A copy of the adopted language will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
13. The Town Council will discuss Cable TV rates and take any appropriate action.  
 
Councilor McCausland asked that this item be placed on the agenda as a result of a recent 
increase in the cable rates.  He pointed out the Council does not have any control over the 
rates even though they have a cable franchise agreement with Sus-Com. 
 
Pat McCormick, General Manager of Sus-Com, made a presentation on Sus-Com and 
what services they provide to residents.  When the company began in Brunswick in the 
early 1970’s the cost was seventy-two cents (72¢) per channel; today the cost is sixty-
four cents (64¢) per channel, which is less than the national average. He felt their rates 
were reasonable and they provided good service. 
 
Councilor McCausland said there have been large increases over the last few years and 
there is an eight percent (8%) increase this year.  He felt Sus-Com had no other 
competition as far as another cable company.  He will put forth a resolution requesting 
them to reconsider their rate increase. 
 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Crimmins seconded, to issue a resolution 
requesting Sus-Com reconsider their rate increase effective February 2002.   
 
Councilor Crimmins said many elderly residents want just a few channels with good 
reception.  He asked if there could be something with fewer channels and less expense 
than the basic rate. 
 
Mr. McCormick responded that thirteen (13) channels are the least number allowed.   
Responding to Councilor Lowe’s inquiries, he said much of their cost increase comes 
from programming increases.  Responding to Councilor Randolph’s question, he said a 



Town Council Minutes 
February 4, 2002 
Page 6 
 
good portion of the twenty-two million dollars ($22,000,000) they spent for 
improvements was invested in Brunswick. 
 
Mr. Gerrish said the current cable franchise agreement expires on December 31, 2003. 
 
Molly Pitcher, 5 Meadowbrook Road, felt that Sus-Com did not provide good service 
and they were expensive.  She supported a senior citizen discount. 
 
Chair Priest and Councilor Randolph requested that Sus-Com look into providing a senior 
citizen discount. 
 
VOTE ON MOTION: 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Crimmins seconded, to issue a resolution 
requesting Sus-Com reconsider their rate increase effective February 2002.  The 
motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
14. The Town Council will receive an update report from the Redistricting 

Committee and take any appropriate action. 
 
Lars Rydell, Chair of Redistricting Committee, gave an update on the work that the 
Committee has done, as explained in the attached memo.  No current Councilor or School 
Board member will have a different district under the two (2) proposals the committee 
created.  The Navy base is in one census block and they do not have the census numbers 
to breakdown the block further. 
 
(A copy of Mr. Rydell’s memo will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Manager Gerrish said the Navy’s housing stock has changed since the census was done 
and the information would not be comparable to the census numbers, if provided by the 
Navy, who has stated they could only give rough numbers. 
 
Councilors Galloupe and Crimmins both felt the base should have records of the number 
of those living there. 
 
Mr. Rydell said, in response to Councilor Crimmins’ questions, the college students 
were counted in the town they go to school in per the rules of the census bureau.  The 
Committee had only contacted the Democrat party - not the Republican or Green Party - 
to see if they knew of a way to breakdown the census block numbers.  He felt all three 
parties were using the same software. 
 
15. The Town Council will consider issuing the Warrant for Unlicensed Dogs and 

will take any appropriate action. 
 
This is an annual warrant for unlicensed dogs. 
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to approve the issuance of 
the Warrant for Unlicensed Dogs.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.   
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16. The Town Council will consider appointing Steve Walker to the position of 

Harbor Master, for a term to expire April 30, 2003. 
 
Steve Walker is the new Natural Resources Planner and part of his job description 
requires him to be the Harbor Master. 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Crimmins seconded, to appoint Steve Walker as 
Harbor Master for a term to expire April 30, 2003.  The motion carried with eight 
(8) yeas.   
 
17. The Town Council will discuss the proposed Open Space Land Conveyance of 

property on Harding Road and take any appropriate action. 
 
Manager Gerrish said this item deals with the Council’s interest in accepting property off 
Harding Road.  Steve Walker has outlined the proposal in his memo.  The Conservation 
Commission recommends accepting this property.  Council will not make a final decision 
on the issue, but will need to give the Developer, the Planning Board, and the 
Conservation Commission their feelings on the proposal. 
 
Steve Walker, Natural Resource Planner, gave an overview of this request, which is 
included in the attached memo and map. 
 
(A copy of Mr. Walker’s memo and map of the property will be attached to the official 
minutes.) 
 
Manager Gerrish said the Conservation Commission monitors the property.  Responding 
to Councilor Watson’s question, he said the property on Harding Road is on the opposite 
side of Route One from where the bike path extension may occur. 
 
Councilor Rice pointed out that this property will be taken off the tax rolls and they need 
to find ways to make up for lost taxes. 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Crimmins seconded, to support the Open Space 
Land Conveyance of property on Harding Road.  The motion carried with eight (8) 
yeas.   
 
19. The Town Council will consider a request from Central Maine Power to install 

two utility poles on Beech Drive, and will take any appropriate action.  
 
John Foster, Public Works Director, discussed this request for poles and the cost 
associated with going underground versus the requested above ground.   
 
(A copy of Mr. Foster’s memo will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor McCausland moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to approve the request 
from Central Maine Power to install two utility poles on Beech Drive.  The motion 
carried with eight (8) yeas.   
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(A copy of the permit will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
20.  (ADDED) The Town Council will consider setting a public hearing for proposed 

ordinance changes relative to no parking on sections of Federal Street and 
Longfellow Avenue. 

 
Manager Gerrish said the Police Chief has requested the Council consider these no 
parking changes to sections of Longfellow Avenue and Federal Street. 
 
Councilor Crimmins moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to set a public hearing for 
February 19, 2002, relative to no parking on sections of Federal Street and 
Longfellow Avenue.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:58 p.m. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK’S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 
 
 
 
 
 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
February 8, 2002 
 

February 19, 2002 
_________________________ 

Date of Approval 
 

Charles R. Priest 
___________________________________ 

Council Chair 
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