
-- APPROVED -- 
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 9, 2003 
Municipal Meeting Facility 

 
 

7:30 p.m. Chairman Priest called the meeting to Order and asked for the 
Pledge to the Flag. 

 
Councilors Present: Chair Charles R. Priest, W. David Watson, Jacqueline A. 

Sartoris, Robert A. Galloupe, Douglas A. Rice, Nancy E. 
Randolph, Forrest Lowe and Stephen H. McCausland. 

 
Councilors Absent: None 
 
Others Present: Donald H. Gerrish, Town Manager; Patricia Harrington, 

Assistant Town Manager; Mary T. Cronk, Exec. Admin. Asst.;  
James L. Ashe, Superintendent of Schools; John Eldridge, 
Finance Director; Jerry A. Hinton, Chief of Police; Gary 
Howard, Fire Chief; several citizens, members of the press and 
the TV video crew. 

 
83. The Town Council will consider adopting the 2003-04 Budget Resolution for 

the Town and will take any appropriate action. 
 
Manager Gerrish reviewed the Budget Resolution based upon information previously 
provided, which would set a tax rate increase of 2.86%.  The Resolution also contains 
language that accepts revenues from the State of Maine for the Homestead Exemption 
and Reimbursement Program; raises money for the School Department as part of the 
2003-04 Budget; raises money for the County Taxes; accepts and expends any and all 
State and Federal Funds; allows any amount received above estimated revenues for the 
Graham Road tipping fees to be used for the Landfill Sinking Fund; appropriates and 
transfers to the Recreation Department a special revenue funds subsidy that has been 
done on an annual basis, and authorizes expenditure of the funds; commits taxes on or 
before September 1, 2003; sets due dates for taxes at October 15 and April 15; sets the 
personal property tax due date at October 15; sets an interest rate of 7% for delinquent 
taxes; and authorizes pre-payment of taxes at an interest rate of 3% for any monies paid 
in excess of amount due. 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to adopt the Budget 
Resolution for 2003-04 as proposed. 
 
Councilor Lowe proposed, Councilor Sartoris seconded, that the $5,000 cut from the 
Social Services line be added back into the Budget and that $5,000 be cut from the 
Contingency Fund.  The motion carried with five (5) yeas.  Councilors Watson, 
Randolph and McCausland were opposed. 



 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to adopt the Budget 
Resolution for 2003-04 with $5,000 for the Social Services line added back into the 
Budget and $5,000 cut from the Contingency Fund.  The motion carried with five (5) 
yeas.  Councilors Watson, Randolph and McCausland were opposed. 
  

(A copy of the 2003-04 Budget Resolution will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 

Due to an error, the Health and Social Services appropriation in the 
budget resolution proposed to the Town Council reflected a $3,000 cut 
from the Town Manager's original budget rather than a $5,000 cut that 
had been indicated in other materials provided to the Town Council.  As 
a result, the adopted budget resolution reflects the Council's intent 
to restore funding to the level originally proposed by the Town Manager 
meaning that only $3,000 was added to the Health and Social Services 
appropriation and only $3,000 was subtracted from the Contingency 
appropriation. 
 
84. The Town Council will consider adopting the 2003-04 Budget Resolution for 

the Schools and will take any appropriate action.  
 
John Eldridge, Finance Director, explained that State Law requires that specific 
resolutions pertaining to different aspects of the School Budget be adopted.  These 
resolutions make no change in the total amount of the School Budget. 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor seconded, to adopt the School Budget Resolution 
as proposed.  The motion carried with six (6) yeas.  Councilors Watson and 
McCausland were opposed. 
 

(A copy of the 2003-04 School Budget Resolution will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
85. The Town Council will consider adopting the 2003-04 Capital Improvement 

Plan and Budget and the 2004-2008 Capital Improvement Plan and will take 
any appropriate action. (Manager) 

 
Manager Gerrish stated that the Capital Improvement Plan does not appropriate any funds 
for projects and does not obligate the Town to complete the projects specified within the 
Plan.  He also stated that the funds for the 2003-04 year of the Plan were adopted within 
the Budget Resolution previously voted.   
 
Councilor Sartoris wanted clarification on whether the Capital Improvement Plan 
commits the Town to tear down the Old High School over the next year.  Manager 
Gerrish stated that there is nothing in the Budget to do that.  What is proposed is a 
program where the Town will start to find a new location for Council Chambers and the 
Cable TV station at the NAPA building, and there is money in the Budget to do that in 
the coming year.  There would be a proposal after that to close down the Old High 
School, but there is no proposal to tear it down.  There is also money in the Budget to 
continue the operation of the building for the Recreation Department and the Cable TV 
station for the next year.  After that, there will be a proposal to close down the building. 



 
Councilor Randolph stated that she has also had many calls about any commitments to 
tear down the Old High School, and she has stated that she would not vote for the Capital 
Improvement Plan if it said that the building would be torn down.   
 
Councilor Randolph also questioned the Supplemental Budget Resolution for the River 
Road S Curves.  Manager Gerrish stated that it would be coming up later; however, 
Councilor Randolph had some questions before approving the Capital Improvement Plan.  
She wondered where the River Road S Curve belonged in the scheme of the Plan.  
Manager Gerrish stated that there are three supplemental resolutions pending.  The Town 
is appropriating $290,000 for the River Road S Curve, with the balance coming from the 
developer.  The total for the River Road S Curve is $574,112, which is the amount of the 
River Road S Curve Resolution.  
 
Councilor Randolph asked for an explanation of the other two resolutions.  Manager 
Gerrish reviewed the resolutions for Coffin School Air Quality Work and for planning 
funds for the Public Safety Facility. 
 
Councilor Randolph wanted to make sure that the three resolutions were taking money 
from the current 2002-03 budget, which was confirmed by Manager Gerrish. 
 
Councilor Sartoris stated that there seems to be some confusion about what commitments 
have been made regarding future realignment and construction of Brunswick Schools.  
She asked Superintendent of Schools Jim Ashe to describe what is pending with the State 
Department of Education and new school construction.  Superintendent Ashe stated that 
the only action the School Board has taken is to authorize the School Department to 
apply for a “needs based” application to the State Department of Education.  The 
deadlines have been changed from 8/1/03 to 6/1/04.  The only decision that has been 
made so far has been to ask the Department of Education to come and review the system 
k-8, to review all four elementary schools and the junior high school and then make a 
recommendation of what the State would be interested in supporting, since they would 
financially support a very large part of any project if they agree to participate. The School 
Department will have the “needs based” application in by 6/1/04.  Then the State will 
review all applications.  It may well be Fall 2004 or Spring 2005 before Brunswick 
knows where it would be placed on the list of approved projects.  Superintendent Ashe 
said he is not sure what the State’s recommendation would be, but if they are willing to 
fund 80% of the cost the Town should listen carefully to their recommendations.  The 
Brunswick School Board has made no recommendations for any action involving the Old 
High School. 
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to adopt the 2003-04 Capital 
Improvement Plan and Budget and the 2004-2008 Capital Improvement Plan, 
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor McCausland seconded, to include in the Capital 
Improvement Plan for the year 2005-2006 a bond issue of $1,465,000 to reconstruct 
Jordan Avenue. 



 
Councilor McCausland stated that he felt strongly that the reconstruction of Jordan 
Avenue had to be “on the radar screen” for future Capital Improvement projects.   
 
Councilor Priest reviewed his reasons for bringing forward this motion including the 
flooding issues, railroad bridge height, school issues, population and sidewalks.  The 
residents have been promised attention on this street for many years, and Councilor Priest 
feels that it is very important to add this project to the Capital Improvement Plan. 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor McCausland seconded, to include in the Capital 
Improvement Plan for the year 2005-2006 a bond issue of $1,465,000 to reconstruct 
Jordan Avenue. 
 
Manager Gerrish reminded the Council that the normal practice would be to take 
something out of the Capital Improvement Plan in order to put another item in.  It is 
important for everyone to understand that any item added to the Capital Improvement 
Plan will have a direct increase on the tax rate. 
 
Councilor Randolph stated that she had a problem adding this project because there were 
many other worthwhile projects that were not put in the Plan.   
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor McCausland seconded, to include in the Capital 
Improvement Plan for the year 2005-2006 a bond issue of $1,465,000 to reconstruct 
Jordan Avenue.  The motion carried with six (6) yeas.  Councilors Randolph and 
Lowe were opposed. 
 
Councilor Randolph moved, Councilor Rice seconded, to adopt the 2003-04 Capital 
Improvement Plan and Budget and the 2004-2008 Capital Improvement Plan, 
including a bond issue of $1,465,000 to reconstruct Jordan Avenue in the year 2005-
2006.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 

(A copy of the 2003-04 Capital Improvement Plan and Budget and the 2005-2008Capital Improvement 
Plan will be attached to the official minutes.) 

 
Manager Gerrish requested that the Council consider three Supplemental 
Resolutions:  
 

Supplemental Budget Resolution Appropriating $400,000 for Air Quality 
Improvements at Coffin School.   
 
This project will be funded from the Unreserved Undesignated General Fund 
Balance.  The plan is for the School Department to pay back $40,000 each year 
for ten (10) years to rebuild the account.  If passed, the Resolution will authorize 
that project. 

 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to adopt the Supplemental 
Budget Resolution for Air Quality improvements at the Coffin School.  The motion 
passed with eight (8) yeas. 



 
Supplemental Budget Resolution Appropriating $75,000 for Public Safety 
Building Planning. 
 
Manager Gerrish stated that as the Town Council continues the discussion on the 
Public Safety Building there is a need for funds to contract for professional 
services that may be necessary.  This funding is also from the Unreserved 
Undesignated General Fund Balance. 
 

Councilor Watson moved, Councilor Randolph seconded, to adopt the 
Supplemental Budget Resolution for $75,000 for Public Safety Building Planning.  
The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 

 
Supplemental Budget Resolution Appropriating $574,112 for the River Road 
S Curve Project. 
 
Manager Gerrish explained that $290,000 of funding would come from the 
Operating Budget for 2002-03, and that the balance of $284,112 would be paid by 
the developer by June 12, 2003.   
 

Councilor Rice moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to adopt the Supplemental 
Budget Resolution for $574,112 for the River Road S Curve Project.  The motion 
carried with seven (7) yeas.  Councilor McCausland was opposed. 
 

(Copies of the Supplemental Budget Resolutions will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 

86. The Town Council will review and discuss the analysis of the public safety 
facility sites and will take any appropriate action. (Manager) 

 
Manager Gerrish stated that he is ready to answer any questions Council may have about 
the various sites. 
 
Councilor Priest asked if there are any areas which cannot be considered due to problems 
with eminent domain.  Manager Gerrish responded that under the eminent domain laws in 
the State of Maine, the municipality may not take any land without the consent of the 
owner if, at the time of the taking, the owner or the family of the owner resides in a 
dwelling house located on the land.  If there are unwilling sellers within the proposed 
site, some consideration will have to be made on whether or not the site can be made 
suitable without the acquisition of lots from unwilling sellers. 
 
Councilor Galloupe stated that he favored the Stanwood/Pleasant Street location.  He 
feels that this is the best location, and that any traffic issues can be worked out.   
Councilor Priest asked the size of the lot and Councilor Galloupe responded that it was 
2.5 acres.  
 



Councilor McCausland stated that he is in conflict of interest regarding the 
Stanwood/Pleasant Street location, as he is a property owner in the proposed site.  He will 
excuse himself from any discussion concerning this particular site. 
 
Councilor Watson wanted to know if the site is large enough to accommodate the 
proposed facility.  Manager Gerrish stated that staff has not had time to look closely 
enough to place the building on the site.  The site may be a little small, but there has not 
been enough time to look that closely at the site, as it was just proposed to the Manager 
for study. 
 
Councilor Randolph was concerned that there may be property owners who have not 
been informed that their property was being considered at this Council meeting. 
 
Councilor Sartoris is very concerned about displacing people on any of the proposed 
sites.  She is also very concerned about traffic issues as well, particularly the 
Grossman/Aubuchon site.   
 
Councilor Randolph distributed a site plan prepared by Ted Crooker which involved the 
Grossman/Aubuchon site, development of a road for safety vehicles only, and ultimately 
connects Pleasant Street, Baribeau Drive and River Road.  Councilor Randolph feels this 
plan should be looked at. 
 
Councilor Sartoris agreed that Mr. Crooker is a visionary, but she is concerned about 
continuing a discussion of Baribeau Drive when no property owners had received notice 
about the discussion.  Councilor Sartoris said the Council had been looking at the 
construction of a public safety building, and not about major infrastructure changes to 
accommodate the building.   
 
Councilor Rice favors the Grossman/Aubuchon site – he feels the traffic issues can be 
addressed.  He also favors the site because it would have the least impact on 
neighborhoods, property takings, etc.  There are three willing sellers for the parcels that 
are being considered.   
 
Councilor Watson feels that the only viable site is the Grossman/Aubuchon site.  In 
looking at the future growth of Brunswick, the site will provide adequate access to the 
west site of Town, as well as to the Downtown.  He feels the traffic issues can be 
addressed. 
 
Councilor Lowe would like to have staff input on how traffic might be controlled.  
Manager Gerrish stated that in discussions with staff they determined that there would be 
a light on Pleasant Street that could be controlled from the Station, and they would also 
have the capacity to control the lights at the River Road intersection and the Stanwood 
intersection.  Lights on Pleasant Street could also be manipulated by the Station and by 
the emergency vehicles.   
 



Fire Chief Gary Howard explained how the Fire Department is currently controlling 
lights on Maine Street.  This has worked well for the department in managing traffic in 
the downtown area.  Maine Street is wide enough for traffic to pull over, but Chief 
Howard is not sure if Pleasant Street is.   
 
Councilor Galloupe is concerned because when the Fire Department clears Maine Street, 
the traffic is behind them, but if they were coming down Pleasant Street to the downtown, 
traffic would be ahead of them, and the traffic has no place to go if both lanes are full. 
 
Councilor McCausland feels that the Fire Department and Police Department belong 
downtown.  The Grossman/Aubuchon site would be wonderful, but it is in the wrong 
location.  Traffic is unbearable, and controlling lights would not do the job in clearing 
traffic in an emergency.  He also stated that fire department leadership, firefighting 
professionals, and volunteers all favor a downtown location.   
 
Councilor Randolph favors the Grossman/Aubuchon site.  She feels that Pleasant Street is 
wide enough to accommodate traffic and emergency vehicles.  Councilor Randolph stated 
that the Brunswick Downtown Association as well as residents and individual business 
owners are saying that the proposed site is too large for the downtown.   
 
Councilor Sartoris stated that she could not support the Grossman/Aubuchon site without 
having an analysis done by a traffic engineer regarding traffic issues there.   
 
Councilor Rice stated that each site has traffic issues which will have to be dealt with.  
He is greatly concerned about the issue of willing sellers and the impact on 
neighborhoods and parking. 
 
Councilor Lowe stated that he has serious concerns about traffic problems connected with 
the Grossman/Aubuchon site, and favors the downtown site over all the others. 
 
Councilor McCausland is looking for a timetable on how the Council will proceed in 
order to make a decision in the month of June.  Councilor Priest reiterated that the 
Council will need to make a decision by the end of June to allow for the process 
necessary to place the issue before the voters in November.  He stated that there should 
be a time for public comment on the final three sites at the next meeting, June 16.  The 
Manager is trying to set up a Special Council Meeting at the end of the month for the site 
location decision to be made. 
 
Councilor Priest feels the ideal location would be the downtown, but he is quite 
concerned about the impact the public safety building would have on the downtown.  
Parking is already very difficult in the downtown.  He is also concerned potential 
businesses locating in the downtown area might be concerned about future expansions of 
the public safety facility.    The Grossman/Aubuchon site does have traffic problems, but 
he feels that traffic is manageable.  The Stanwood/Pleasant Street location would also be 
a good site if there were willing sellers, but that is not the case at that location.   
 



Councilor Sartoris would like to see a formal statement from the Brunswick Downtown 
Association on their position regarding a potential site.  She would also like to have a 
traffic analysis done on the Pleasant Street sites.   
 
Councilor Randolph stated that the Brunswick Downtown Association will be having an 
Executive Meeting on Tuesday, June 10, and she expects them to have a formal position 
by the next Council meeting.  She anticipates that the Brunswick Northwest 
Neighborhood Association will have a statement at that time also.  
 
Council Priest suggests that public comment be heard at the next meeting on June 16 on 
the following three sites:  Grossman/Aubuchon site, the existing downtown area, 
expanded, and the Stanwood/Pleasant Street site.   
 
Councilor Rice wonders if there is any support on the Council for the Stanwood Street 
area, and if not, is this just an effort going nowhere.  He is concerned about the Stanwood 
site in terms of traffic, taking of property, etc.   
 
Manager Gerrish wanted to make clear that at the Stanwood/Pleasant Street site, there are 
seven owners, but only one single family house that is an unwilling seller.  Some others 
stated that they were unwilling, but the Council does have the authority under eminent 
domain to take those properties.  The Grossman/Aubuchon location has willing sellers for 
all parcels under consideration.  In the downtown area there are no single family owners 
living in the area, but there are some unwilling owners who do not live there. 
 
Councilor Lowe stated that he would not favor removing the Stanwood/Pleasant Street 
from the list of properties being considered at this point.  He would prefer to hear 
comments from the community on all three properties. 
 
Councilor Watson wanted to know when the Council will address a substation in East 
Brunswick.  Charlie Priest stated that this will be done when the Council sees a means to 
fund it.   
 
Councilor Priest stated that the Council will receive public comment on the three 
remaining sites at their meeting on June 16, 2003.   
 
Councilor Rice suggested a Special Town Council meeting for Thursday, June 26 at 7:30 
p.m., and the Council agreed to this meeting. 
 
Councilor Priest reminded those present and those watching at home that Tuesday, June 
10 was an Election Day. 
 
Motion was made by Councilor Randolph, seconded by Councilor Watson, to 
adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 



 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK’S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 
 
Mary Tilas Cronk 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
June 16, 2003 
 

 
Date of Approval 

 
Charles R. Priest 

Council Chair 


