
 7:00 P.M.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  RE:  Possible land acquisition 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to go into executive session to 
discuss possible land acquisition. The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.     
 

-- APPROVED -- 
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

OCTOBER 1, 2001 
7:30 P.M. 

MUNICIPAL MEETING FACILITY 
 
 

7:30 P.M. Chair McCausland called the meeting to order and asked for the 
Pledge to the Flag. 

 
Councilors Present: Chair McCausland, Michael Feldman, Jacqueline Sartoris, Robert 

Galloupe, Charles Priest, Faith Moll, Forrest Lowe, and David 
Gleason.  

 
Councilors Absent: None. 
Others Present: Don Gerrish, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; Phil Carey, 

Town Planner; Boy Scout Troup 202; several citizens, members of 
the press, and the TV video crew. 

 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: September 17, 2001   
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to approve the minutes of 
September 17, 2001. The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.     
 
Correspondence:  
Michael Laskey – Resignation from Town Commons Committee 
 
Mr. Gerrish read the letter of resignation from Michael Laskey. 
 
The Council accepted his resignation. 
 
(A copy of the letter of resignation will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Appointment to Redistricting Committee 
 
Councilor Gleason appointed Shirley West for the At-Large vacancy on the Redistricting 
Committee.  Chair McCausland and Councilor Gleason appointed Jeannine Messier for 
the District 4 vacancy. 
 
Manager’s Report: 
 

1) Financial Update 
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Mr. Gerrish said that state revenue sharing for September was only thirty-three thousand 
dollars ($33,000), which is the lowest amount the town has ever received.  Excise tax was 
up sixty thousand dollars ($60,000) over the same time last year; however, last’s year 
number was lower than previous years. 
 

2) Utility Easement - CMP 
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Galloupe seconded, to approve the utility 
easement for CMP. The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.     
 
 
 
Adjustments to the Agenda:  None 
 
148.  The Town Council will hear public comments on the following request for an 

Alcoholic Beverage License and will take any appropriate action: 
 
 Full Time Malt and Vinous: 
 
 Brunswick House of Pizza, Inc. d/b/a The Kitchen 
 41 Pleasant Street     Michael Wilson 
 
Chair McCausland opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to approve the Alcoholic 
Beverage License for Brunswick House of Pizza, Inc. d/b/a The Kitchen. The motion 
carried with eight (8) yeas.     
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
149.  The Town Council will hear public comments on the following requests for a 

Victualer License and will take any appropriate action:  
 
 Brunswick House of Pizza, Inc. d/b/a The Kitchen 
 41 Pleasant Street     Michael Wilson 
 
Chair McCausland opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to approve the Victualer License 
from Brunswick House of Pizza, Inc. d/b/a The Kitchen. The motion carried with 
eight (8) yeas.     
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice will be attached to the official minutes.) 
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150. The Town Council will hear public comments on the proposed change to the 

Personnel Ordinance regarding the list of employees eligible to receive 
compensatory time and take any appropriate action. 

 
Chair McCausland opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to amend the Personnel 
Ordinance to add the deputy finance director to the list of employees eligible to 
receive compensatory time. The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.     
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice and ordinance amendment language will be attached 
to the official minutes.) 
 
151. The Town Council will hear public comments on the winter closure of 

Sawyer Road from December 1, 2001, to March 31, 2002, and take any 
appropriate action.  

 
Chair McCausland opened the public hearing; hearing no comments, he closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to close Sawyer Road for the 
winter period beginning December 1, 2001, and ending March 31, 2002. The motion 
carried with eight (8) yeas.     
 
(A copy of the public hearing notice and order for the closure will be attached to the 
official minutes.) 

 
 152. The Town Council will consider a Resolution to establish a sister-city 

relationship between the Town of Brunswick and the Municipality of 
Trinidad, Cuba and take any appropriate action. 

 
Councilor Lowe said this resolution establishes a sister-city relationship between the 
Town of Brunswick and Trinidad, Cuba, which is based on cultural exchanges and has 
been supported by multiple groups in Brunswick. 
 
Councilors Galloupe, Sartoris, and Feldman said they had received calls from citizens 
supporting this relationship. 
 
Chair McCausland said he would not support it since he could not see how Trinidad 
could be linked culturally and economically to Brunswick. 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to adopt the Resolution to 
establish a sister-city relationship between the Town of Brunswick and the 
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Municipality of Trinidad, Cuba.  The motion carried with six (6) yeas. Opposed 
were Councilors McCausland and Moll.     
 
153. The Town Council will discuss proposed amendments to the Planning Board 

Ordinance to abolish the associate member status on the Planning Board and 
increase the number of voting members to seven.   

 
Mr. Gerrish discussed the associate status on all town boards and what other communities 
had for Planning Boards. 
 
(A copy of the memos from the Town Clerk regarding town boards and from Planning 
Department regarding other communities’ Planning Boards will be attached to the 
official minutes.) 
 
The Council discussed whether the associate status should be abolished for the Planning 
Board.   
 
Councilor Sartoris said she did not feel there was a problem with the way the board is set 
up now.  If there had to be a change, she would like to see a six month training period 
before an associate could vote. 
 
Councilor Feldman said this is a difficult issue and was concerned about the associate 
status hurting the recruiting process. 
 
Councilor Priest wanted the history of the Planning Board to determine the reason the 
associate member was created.  If there was not a good reason, he would support seven 
regular members. 
 
Councilor Lowe said he will support seven regular members unless some rationale for 
keeping the associate members arises. 
 
Councilor Gleason said since the Planning Board may make decisions on one project over 
multiple meetings, he will support seven regular members. 
 
Councilor Galloupe said the Planning Board is one of the most important committees and 
a larger one will give a bigger cross section of citizens.  Therefore, he will support the 
seven regular members. 
 
Councilor Moll said it is not that there is a problem with the way things are running right 
now, so much as she is concerned about second class status for associate members, who 
have no guarantees they can vote. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to have the Town Manager 
provide the Council with the wording for an amendment to the Planning Board 
Ordinance regarding having seven regular members, and to bring it back to the 
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Council on October 15, 2001.  The motion carried with seven (7) yeas. Opposed was 
Councilor Sartoris. 
 
154. The Town Council will set a public hearing on proposed amendments to the 

Brunswick Zoning Ordinance, regarding the expansion of the CU-4 zone.   
 
Councilor Moll said the proposed changes will allow the Stowe House to be used for a 
number of college uses.  It has been through neighborhood meetings and has had 
Planning Board review. 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Priest seconded, to set a public hearing for 
October 15, 2001, on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance regarding 
the expansion of the CU-4 zone.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.     
 
(A copy of a memo from Theo Holtwijk on the proposed amendments will be attached to 
the official minutes.) 
 
155. The Town Council will consider appointments to the Voter Registration 

Appeals Board and take any appropriate action.  
 
Ms. Smith, Town Clerk, explained the process for appointing members of the Voter 
Registration Appeals Board. 
 
(A copy of a memo outlining this process will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor Priest moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to appoint Lars Rydell and 
Carol Graves to the Voter Registration Appeals Board for three year terms. The 
motion carried with eight (8) yeas.     
 
156. The Town Council will hear proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

regarding Building Expansion in the Natural Resource Protection Zone.   
 
Mr. Carey explained the proposed language regarding Building Expansion in the Natural 
Resource Protection Zone.  The “30% rule” was adopted in 1999 after the Codes 
Enforcement Officer had attended a conference where it had been discussed as the way 
things should be done.  Now, in practice, the Officer sees that it does not work in the real 
world cases as it was thought it would. 
 
(A copy of a memo from the Planning Board with the proposed amendments will be 
attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor Sartoris asked why the Planning Board did not look at giving Mr. Laurendeau a 
special permit to do his project.  She was concerned about the different viewpoints of the 
Planning Board and Conservation Commission on this issue, along with long-term run-
off problems if the change was made. 
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Mr. Carey said Mr. Laurendeau’s circumstance had not been the only reason for the 
proposed change.  Instead, it was the recommendation of the Codes Enforcement Officer, 
based on a number of cases.  Both approaches are environmentally sound. 
 
Mr. Gerrish explained the issue further.  Today, if one is within the area of protection, the 
maximum square footage is 1,000 sq. ft. within 25 feet of the high water mark and 1,500 
sq. ft within 75 feet of the high water.  The 30% rule was changed since it gave somewhat 
of an advantage to those with bigger homes since 30% of 1,000 is 300 sq. ft. and of 1,500 
is 500 sq. ft.  What has occurred is that it has been very restrictive for anyone to do 
anything, but when something is done it is major.   
 
Councilor Feldman moved, Councilor Lowe seconded, to set a public hearing for 
October 15, 2001, on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance regarding 
Building Expansion in the Natural Resource Protection Zone. The motion carried 
with eight (8) yeas.     
 
157. The Town Council will hear proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

regarding Reconstruction, Replacement and Relocation in the Natural 
Resource Protection Zone.  

 
Mr. Carey explained the proposed amendments.  They are consistent with amendments 
adopted by the Council on September 4, 2001, regarding the expansion of non-
conforming structures in the NRPZ. 
 
(A copy of a memo from the Planning Board with the proposed amendments will be 
attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor Lowe moved, Councilor Sartoris seconded, to set a public hearing for 
October 15, 2001, on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance regarding 
the Reconstruction, Replacement and Relocation in the Natural Resource Protection 
Zone. The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
158. The Town Council will consider making appointments to the following 

Boards and Committees and take any appropriate action: 
 
 Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee 
 2 Full Members – Balance of three-year terms to expire 01/01/03 
 
 Village Review Board 
 1 Full Member (Professional) – Three-year term to expire 10/20/04 
 1 Alternate Member – Three-year term to expire 10/20/04 
 
Councilor Moll moved, Councilor Feldman seconded, to nominate Lucille Boone to 
serve on the Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee for a balance of a three 
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year term to expire on 01/01/2003; Emily Swan as a professional member of the 
Village Review Board for a term to expire on 10/20/2004; Mel Tukey as an associate 
member of the Village Review Board for a term to expire on 10/20/2004; and further 
moved that nominations cease and the Chair cast one ballot for the applicants. The 
motion carried with eight (8) yeas.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM.  A TAPE 
RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK’S 
OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 
 
 
 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
October 3, 2001 
 

October 15, 2001 
_________________________ 

Date of Approval 
 
 

Stephen H. McCausland 
_________________________ 

Council Chair 
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