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BRUNSWICK VILLAGE REVIEW BOARD 
May 15, 2012 

 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Janet Roberts, Laurie Leader, Jane Crichton, Betsy Marr, Brooks 
Stoddard, Emily Swan 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Kris Hultgren 
 
Janet Roberts opened the meeting at 7:15. 
 
 
Case No. 12-002l  The Unitarian Universalist Church of Brunswick seeks approval for the design 
of a new church to be built at 15 Pleasant Street (Map U13, Lot 75). 
 
Kris introduced the application.  Noel Smith, principle of Smith, Werner, Lowe Architects 
presented the plan.  He has been working with the Unitarian Church for the past 6 years doing 
various studies before the building burned last year.  The Church community made the decision to 
stay in town Brunswick on the same site, even though based on preliminary studies there would 
be some compromise in terms of what they could do faced with building a larger sanctuary and 
providing other space for other programs. The original intent was to remove Pennell House in the 
future but a decision was made to renovate instead.  This added additional challenges since the 
new structure had to relate to the renovated building.  They did not want to recreate the previous 
New England style church and chose to instead create a different presence in a more iconic style 
building not being overly church-like. He presented a model of the design of the building. 
 
Janet asked about the nature of the glass in the tower.  Neil responded saying it will be a frosted, 
softer glowing like glass.  Jane inquired as to what type of window panes would be in the church, 
Noel said they would be clad windows with wooden trim.  The intent is to make them more 
subtle.  They are trying to do a building that looks traditional but is not traditional.  Unitarians 
come from different backgrounds and experience and there is no consensus as to what a church 
should look like, so they are trying to accommodate a lot of different feelings.  Betsy asked about 
the size of the Pleasant Street windows, Noel indicated that the window design had been recently 
modified from that shown on the model.  Due to the large amount of Pleasant Street traffic and 
the fact that the area is where the pulpit is located they did not want to put a lot of windows that 
would need to be covered anyway.  The windows were kept high so when looking out you would 
be looking at sky and trees rather than wires. 
 
Brooks commended the congregation and the architect in how they managed to come up with a 
design that is clearly looking to the future and he believes the sanctuary will be lit in many 
different ways. 
 
Betsy asked if they managed to find a place for the bell. Noel stated that the bell will be in the 
tower and will be pulled by a rope from inside the church.  He said the bell sustained some 
damage in the fire but will be refurbished and placed in the tower. 
 
The board took a few minutes to study the model and the full scale plans and discuss it with the 
architect.  Brooks asked about planned materials and Noel stated that it will be clapboard below 
with singles above.  The committee wanted a wooden look clad building not a brick church. 
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Janet asked if there were any public comments, there being none they moved to the motions. 
 
MOTION BY BROOKS STODDARD THAT THE CERTIFICATE OF 
APPROPRIATENSS APPLICATION IS COMPLETE.  SECONDED BY JANE, 
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
MOTION BY JANE CRICHTON THAT THE BOARD APPROVES THE CERTIFICATE 
OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR A NEW CHURCH AT 15 PLEASANT STREET AS 
OUTLINED IN THE APPLICATIN WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 
 

1.  That the Board’s review and approval does hereby refer to these findings of fact, the 
plans and materials submitted by the applicant and the written and oral comments of the 
applicant, his representatives, reviewing officials, and members of the public as reflected 
in the public record.  Any changes to the approved plan not called for in these conditions 
of approval or otherwise approved by the Director of Planning and Development as a 
minor modification, shall require further review and approval in accordance with the 
Brunswick Zoning Ordinance. 

 
216.9.A. Buildings and Other Structures 
  1.a) Not applicable   
  1.b) Not applicable 
  1.c) The Board finds the provision of Section 216.9.A.1.c is satisfied. 
  1.d) The Board finds the provision of Section 216.9.A.1.d is satisfied. 
  1.e) The Board finds the provision of Section 216.9.A.1.e is satisfied. 
   
MOTION BY LAURIE LEADER TO ACCEPT THE REVIEW STANDARDS AS 
WRITTEN.  SECONDED BY BETSY MARR, APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
2. Staff Approvals 
 
 72 Federal Street 
 1 Stetson: Deck Expansion 
 2 Union: Sign 

24 Oak: Solar Panels/Deck Addition (Kris indicated that there was some question 
regarding the deck and Emily Swan was consulted and it was approved as a staff 
approval) 

 
3. Minutes 
 
MOTION BY JANE CRICHTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MARCH 20, 2012 
AS AMENDED.  SECONDED BY BETSY MARR, APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
4. Other Business 
 
Janet advised the Board that Jeff Pelletier has resigned from the Board and there is now an 
opening on the Board, applications are available at the Town Clerk’s office. 
 
Jane reported that she and Betsy attended the VRB Historical Preservation Tour on Saturday and 
it was a beautiful day and very well attended.  They toured the mill and learned all about its 
history and that of Anniversary Park.  Brooks commented that some day he would hope to see 
some displays that would show the various phases of Anniversary Park. 
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Pictures from the Photo Contest are on display at the Curtis Library.  Emily arrived at the meeting 
and said that the judges have looked at the photos and should have award decisions within the 
next few days. 
 
Voting for Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Village Review Board. 
 
Janet Roberts nominated Emily Swan to serve as Chair, approved unanimously. 
Betsy Marr nominated Janet Roberts to serve as Vice-Chair, approved unanimously. 
 
Emily stated that she and Betsy attended the presentation on Communication Rules for Board and 
Committees given by Attorney Pat Scully.  She noted several important points: 
 
Difference between conflict of interest and bias, Conflict of Interest has monetary stake in 
decision, you or your family stands to gain from the decision, you should recuse yourself.  Bias 
means something that would keep you from being fair. 
 
Procedure to recuse; State the connection publicly at a meeting – the Board as whole might say 
it’s ok to participate or agree to recuse, Chair can also ask applicant if there is an objection to 
your participation.  You can’t come in showing that you have already made a decision. 
 
Communication: Avoid ex-parte conversation outside of the public meeting. 
 
Kris saod that the presentation is available to view at BrunswickME.org  
 
Emily asked Kris about the status of the demolition ordinance. He indicated that he could not say 
for sure but they do have a pretty comprehensive document which he believes is almost done and 
waiting to get it finished before it is brought to the Board but he is not sure exactly when. 
 
It was decided that Board members will make available to Kris daytime phone numbers where 
they can be reached before a meeting if necessary.  Kris will add his cell phone number to the 
email list for the same reason. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 
Attest: 
 
Joan Edwards 
Recording Secretary 


