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BRUNSWICK PLANNING BOARD 
JANUARY 7, 2014 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT PLANNING BOARD:  Chair Charlie Frizzle, Vice Chair Margaret 
Wilson, Bill Dana, Dale King, Richard Visser  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Anna Breinich and Jeremy Doxsee 
 
A meeting of the Brunswick Planning Board was held on Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at the 
Morrell Meeting Room in Curtis Memorial Library, 23 Pleasant Street. Vice Chair Margaret 
Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
WORKSHOP – The Planning Board will hold a workshop session to discuss potential 
amendments to the Town Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 2, Section 216, Village Overlay Zone. This 
workshop will focus on ordinance standards regarding Board membership and conducting 
business in the absence of a Village Review Board quorum. 
 
Margaret Wilson reviewed the Town Councils’ decision to make changes to the Town Boards, 
Commissions, and Committees Appointment Policy and the need for this workshop to amend 
Chapter 2, Section 216, Village Overlay Zone with a focus on Board membership and 
conducting business in the absence of a Village Review Board quorum.  Anna Breinich stated 
that the proposals before the Planning Board at this meeting were created through staff 
discussions and added that the Village Review Chair, Emily Swan, was included in these 
discussions.  
 
Anna Breinich stated that the Village Review Board has received an application for the 
redevelopment of 28/30 Federal Street, but that the VRB is unable to move forward with the 
application because they do not have a quorum.  Anna stated that if the Planning Board accepts 
the language presented, the earliest a Public Hearing can be scheduled is January 22, 2014 and 
then forwarded to Town Council for approval.   
 
Regarding the proposal to reduce membership to five and the quorum to three members, Charlie 
Frizzle feels that this is a step in the wrong direction and noted that this still does not guarantee a 
quorum.  Charlie pointed out that this reduction could potentially place major decisions in the 
hands of two people.  Charlie stated that the proposal authorizing the Planning Board to act on 
behalf of the Village Review Board on pending Certificates of Appropriateness is necessary, but 
that he does not like that this leaves out the VRB completely. Charlie would like to include the 
input from the remaining VRB members.  Charlie asked if there was a way that the 
Appointments Committee could appointment an alternate member if the need arises. 
 
Bill Dana agreed with Charlie Frizzle, but added that he is uncomfortable with taking over the 
VRB purview and also asked if there was a way that the existing members could participate in 
the decision making.   
 
Dale King stated that he also agrees with Charlie Frizzle and Bill Dana and added that more 
members provide more input. Dale agrees that the existing VRB members need to be involved. 
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Margaret Wilson asked if the existing VRB members could act as part of the Planning Board and 
Anna Breinich replied that without a quorum, the VRB technically does not exist.  Anna stated 
that going through the appointments process is going to take time and pointed out that the VRB 
cannot currently meet deadlines.  Emily Swan replied that she has the same concerns with a 
reduction in members and noted that she has tried to recruit members to no avail.  Margaret 
asked the size of other judiciary boards and Anna reviewed them.  Margaret stated that she is not 
opposed to VRB at five members and stated that the Staff Review can vote with three members; 
this is not the best practice but practical.  Anna replied that Staff Review is voting on Minor 
projects whereas VRB would be approving on Major projects.  Charlie Frizzle replied that his 
issue with membership at five is making it permanent; he would vote for five, but would 
encourage the Appointments Committee to address the problem.   
 
Catherine Ferdinand, of Bowdoin College and resident of Brunswick, stated that the VRB vote is 
significant and is concerned with reducing the quorum to three members.  She suggests looking 
into alternate members as a possible solution. 
 
Margaret Wilson asked staff if alternate members can be appointed and Anna Breinich replied 
that per her discussion with the Town Attorney, Pat Scully, the VRB may have an application 
that extends beyond one meeting and alternates may undercut the process whereas the Zoning 
Board of Appeals only meets once per appeal.   
 
Agreement among Board members to move forward and schedule a public hearing keeping VRB 
membership at 7 and recommending amendment changes to Section 216.5 B authorizing the 
Planning Board to act on Certificates of Appropriateness when a quorum cannot be met. 
 
Charlie Frizzle asked staff if they need to write a procedure for excusing Planning Board 
member absences from meeting per the Town Boards, Commissions, and Committees 
Appointment Policy; Anna Breinich to speak with the Town Clerk for clarification. 
 
Zoning Ordinance Rewrite Update  
Margaret Wilson stated that the Zoning Ordinance Rewrite Committee and Don Elliot along with 
staff have met several times including several Town wide meetings with targeted meetings.  
Margaret stated that Don Elliot’s plan at this time is to come up with an overall outline of 
structural changes that will need to be made within the ordinance including major issues.  
Margaret stated that a draft ordinance is anticipated in May. Margaret emphasized that all 
comments are welcome via the Brunswick web page or Facebook.   
 
Minutes  
No minutes were approved at this meeting. 
 
Other Business 

 1/14/14 meeting, site plan extension for the Ledges. 
 

Adjourned 
This meeting was adjourned at 7:49 P.M. 
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Attest 

 
Tonya D. Jenusaitis 
Recording Secretary 


