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BRUNSWICK CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MARCH 12, 2014 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Kurt Stinson, Vice Chair Amanda Mahaffey, Secretary 
Amanda Bunker, Reg Elwell and Tom Rumpf 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Jeremy Doxsee 
 
A meeting of the Brunswick Conservation Commission was held on Wednesday, March 12, 
2014 in Council Chambers, 85 Union Street, 1st Floor.  Chairman Kurt Stinson called the 
meeting to order at 4:30P.M..  
 

1. Approval of Minutes:   

a) February 12, 2014  

MOTION BY AMANDA MAHAFFEY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF 
2/12/2014 AS AMENDED.  SECONDED BY TOM RUMPF, APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

2.  Conservation Commission Activities:  

a) Brunswick Landing - no updates  

b) Natural Resource Stewardship   

 Final easement Inspection Schedule for 2014:  Jeremy Doxsee to forward 
updates shortly.  

c) Natural Resource Inventory and Planning    

 Finalize edits to Open Space Inventory & confirm next steps (moved to end 
of meeting agenda)  

 Update on March 5th New Meadows River Partnership meeting & potential 
projects: Minutes unavailable, Jeremy Doxsee to provide an update at next 
meeting.  

 Discussion on correspondence regarding the Kate Furbish Preserve Wetland 
Restoration Project:  Steve Walker from Maine Coast Heritage Trust reviewed 
the details of the application and the location of the dam at the head of 
Harpswell Cove in part of the former NASB that was never developed and it 
is thought that the dam was put in place as part of a military obstacle course.  
Steve stated that it is a completely forested watershed and not associated with 
any other contaminated water source.  Steve stated that the intent is restore 
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natural stream conditions, to facilitate future marsh migration and overall 
enhance the quality and health of the water resources going into Harpswell 
Cove.  Steve reviewed that this site was not contaminated and reviewed 
findings from EPA, DEP and others overseeing the superfund cleanup and the 
Base have signed off on this as recently as September 2013.  Steve stated that 
they have done due diligence and continue to and have hired Stantech 
Consultants who are helping them prepare a design of the restoration.   

Amanda Bunker asked if the Town got the funding and Steve Walker replied 
that the funding goes to Maine Heritage Trust who are acting as grant 
administrator for the Town.  Amanda B. asked if they have sent any 
correspondence to Harpswell and Steve replied that he was waiting for 
guidance from the Commission on how to proceed.  Amanda B. suggested that 
the Commission compose a letter to Harpswell Conservation with a letter 
from Steve attached explaining the project.  Amanda B. asked when the 
Commission could visit the site. Steve replied that they have a contractor 
going out to re-contour and seed once the snow clears up; a visit can be 
scheduled once this is done.   Reg Elwell asked if, when the dam is removed, 
will this area be tidal?  Steve replied that right now the highest annual tide is 
at the foot of the dam and will probably restore a little bit of the footprint of 
the dam but with sea level rise, it will not be long before the tide is creeping 
up.  Discussion on the possibility of fecal chloroform runoff after a potential 
storm into Harpswell and preventative measures and natural recreation of the 
banks.   

MOTION BY AMANDA BUNKER TO DRAFT LETTER TO THE 
HARPSWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION STATING THAT 
THEY HAVE REVIEWED KATE FURBISH PRESERVE WETLAND 
RESTORATION PROJECT WITH STEVE WALKER FROM MAINE 
COAST HERITAGE TRUST AND TO ENCLOSE A LETTER FROM 
STEVE ON BEHALF OF MCHT.  SECONDED BY TOM RUMPF, 
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

d) Subcommittee Updates – no updates  

3. New Business  

 River and Coastal Waters Commission and Town Council Action (Councilor Steve 
Walker):  Councilor Walker stated that at the last Town Council meeting, the Council 
approved the creation of a Rivers and Coastal Water Commission intended to be an 
advisory group to the Town Council that will work towards the implementation of the 
management, objectives and priorities outlined in the recently adopted Harbor 
Management Plan.  Steve stated that in terms of the makeup of this Commission, they 
will include 1 Conservation Commission member, 1 member from Marine Resources 
Committee, 1 member from Park and Recreation Commission, 2 non-voting Town 
Councilors and 4 citizen positions 1 of which will represent Commercial Marine 
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Businesses. Steve briefly reviewed the Harbor Management Plan.  Steve stated that 
meetings will be as needed as issues arise and asked that the Commission think about 
who will be part of this new team.    

Jeremy Doxsee to touch base with Dan Devereaux to set a date to present the Harbor 
Management to the Conservation Commission. 

4. Establish 2014 Goals (Goals discussed further in workshop and added to minutes) 

Policy Development 
               Con Comm role and mission 
               Policy on accepting new open space/conservation land/easements 
               Input on zoning re-write (IMMEDIATE ACTION) 
  
Communications:  Workshop with Council 
  
Communications:  outreach, liaisons, and coordination with town committees, partner 
agencies/entities, neighboring con comm’s, etc. 
  
Open Space Inventory – finalize and present to Council 
  
Brunswick Landing “Conveyances”  
               Follow up on Kate Furbish Preserve 
               Management & planning for Capt. Fitzgerald Park 
               Management & planning for remaining open space parcels (e.g., the “saw tooth”) 
  
  
Additional items: 

‐ Con Comm website 
‐ River to the Bay follow up 
‐ Clean up day/outreach activity 
‐ Follow up with BTLT on potential transfer of fee and/or easement properties 
‐ Invasives management/education 

  

Discussion among members about meeting for a workshop with the Town Council.  

Finalize edits to Open Space Inventory & confirm next steps:  Map changes/label and 
possible breakout maps.  Commission members to review and forward any changes to 
Jeremy ASAP and Jeremy to prepare packets for members and Council.  Amanda Mahaffey 
suggested changing the Title Page to indicate the report was conducted and prepared in 2009-
2014. 

5. Adjourn   

This meeting was adjourned at 6:01 P.M. 
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Attest: 

 
 
Tonya Jenusaitis 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE ACTION MINUTES. THE ENTIRE 
MEETING CAN BE VIEWED AT WWW.BRUNSWICKME.ORG. 
 


