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Rivers and Coastal waters commission

MEETING MINUTES

april 22, 2015
Members Present: Chairman Mark Worthing, Vice Chair Sue Stableford, Bill Good, Douglas Niven (Alternate), and Steve Walker (Town Council)
Members Absent: Amanda Bunker, Fred Wigand and Suzan Wilson (Town Council) Tammy Gray, Helene Harrower, Mark Holbrook (Alternate), and Fred Wigand
Staff Present: MRO, Dan Devereaux
A meeting of the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission was held on Wednesday, April 22, 2015 at Town Hall, 85 Union Street, Council Chambers, 1st Floor.  Chair Mark Worthing called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

Minutes

Motion by bill good to approve as amended the minutes of march 25, 2015. Seconded by sue stableford, approved unanimously among those present.
Harbor Masters Report
Dan Devereaux reviewed the Harbor Masters Report.

· Mooring registrations continue to trickle in, they are at 100 right now. Staff hopes to send a letter out to registrants sometime in May.

· In regards to Princess Point, the Department of Conservation and Forestry has approached the Town to talk about rebuild of this facility.  Parking is an issue for this area that is a heavily used boat launch.

· Maquoit Bay eel grass surveys show rejuvenation and lead staff to believe that the European Green Crabs did have an impact in the erosion. 

· Androscoggin River float system work continues. The Army Corps of Engineer permit has been extended until April 30th.  The water is being tested twice a day to make sure it does not go above 50 degrees. The project will likely not finish until November.
· Dan Devereaux is looking into a watershed improvement grant that would cover Mere Brook. Steve Walker replied that there two grants, one from the through the Maine Coastal Program and a non-point grant through DMR; both would require matching contributions.  Steve stated that at this time, given the budget, it is hard to come up with that non-federal matching contribution.  
· Dan Devereaux stated that there are still quite a few winter logs out.
· Dan Devereaux said that he just finished the eight week course on teaching sell fishermen aquaculture.  Dan said that the class was very successful and hopefully these skills will be put to use.
· Maine Coastal Program and Harbor Planning Grant
Dan Devereaux explained that that the Maine Coastal Program has a round of planning grants coming up and encouraged Dan to apply for funds to research public access in Brunswick. Dan reminded the Board that finding public access points was a direction the Town Council gave this Board when they adopted the new Harbor Ordinance.  Dan noted that the grant will require a 25% match.  Dan asked that the Board approve applying for this grant and asked that Board members encourage Town Council to support this as well.  Sue Stableford briefly reviewed the grant requirements / priorities and said that this is a 10 page grant application.  Doug Niven asked if this application is more for a public mooring field or does this also consider the smaller carry in access points?  Mark Worthing replied that this is up to the Board to decide.  Sue noted that the grant also takes into consideration volunteer time as part of the matching fund.  
Motion by Mark Worthing to ask Town Council, the RCWC and Town staff to apply for a grant from the Maine Coastal Program to assist in the feasibility study of improving Town Residence access to water moorings.  Motion seconded by Doug niven, approved unanimously among those present.
2. Commercial Use of Brunswick Boat Launching Facilities  
Mark Worthing provided a brief history of previous discussions regarding Commercial Use of Brunswick Boat Launches.  Dan Devereaux replied that in discussions with Tom Farrell, Director of Parks and Recreation, that at this time it would be very difficult to implement a user fee as the budget is very slim and staff is already overburdened.  Dan said that he can develop a form to be posted on the Town website and conduct a poll / survey so that when the times comes, they will know who is using the facilities and what they are using them for.  Doug Niven replied that it would be a great way to monitor the usage with the idea of trying to collect the information.  Doug suggested clearer informational signs, Mark Worthing agreed as this would be a way for people to find, follow and apply the rules.  Sue Stableford clarified that through the permits, they would just be collecting information this year and not collecting.  Dan explained the fee structure process.  Bill Good clarified that this is only for Commercial Users.  Doug pointed out that there is a rig size restriction and suggested that within the permit, they list the rules and have the applicant sign off that they have read said rules on restrictions, swimming and the like; Mark agreed. Dan to research signage.
3. New Business 
· Doug Niven asked when the docks will start to go in and Dan Devreaux replied May 1st.

4. Old Business 
· Bill Good said that last year the Board recommended the Simpson’s Point be open to harvesters during off peak season and asked where this request stands.  Dan Devereaux replied that the request has been sent to IF&W and then it has to go through DEP.  
5. Potential Agenda Items

· Doug Niven asked that winter logs and sticks be placed on the next agenda in preparation for next season. 

· Water obstructions such as floats and trees and contingencies.
· Zoning Ordinance Rewrite discussion.  
· Status of the Northern Casco Bay signage.
Adjourn 
This meeting was adjourned at 6:57 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tonya Jenusaitis

Recording Secretary 
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