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Rivers and Coastal waters commission

MEETING MINUTES

MARCh 25, 2015
Members Present: Chairman Mark Worthing, Vice Chair Sue Stableford, Bill Good, Tammy Gray, Helene Harrower, Mark Holbrook (Alternate), Douglas Niven (Alternate), and Steve Walker (Town Council)
Members Absent: Fred Wigand and Suzan Wilson (Town Council)
Staff Present: MRO, Dan Devereaux; Parks and Recreation Director, Tom Farrell
A meeting of the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission was held on Wednesday, March 25, 2015 at Town Hall, 85 Union Street, Meeting Room.  Chair Mark Worthing called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

Minutes

Motion by doug niven to approve as amended the minutes of January 12, 2015 and february 25, 2015. Seconded by bill good, approved unanimously.
Harbor Masters Report
Dan Devereaux reviewed the Harbor Masters Report included in the meeting packet materials.
With regards to the Woodward Cove water access project, Steve Walker said that the Town agreed to put $1,000 towards this project and that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services grant was awarded and last week the Land for Maines Future Board accepted the proposal for the remaining funds; Steve is confident that they will be allocated money for this water access. 
1  Boat Launch Discussion  Tom Farrell 

  - Special Use Permits: Dan Devereaux stated that his research concluded that the Towns who use permits, usually charge a resident and non-resident rate; the non-resident being double the resident rate. Tom Farrell said that in his research of municipal boat launches back in 2004/2005, there was a wide variance of who used them, what they required them for and what they charged.   Tom pointed out that of the boat launches that Brunswick has, some were funded by the State and will need to be reviewed for potential restriction from being able to use such permits.  Tom passed a sample of permit information that the Citizens Advisory Committee created a few years ago and pointed out that the fee structure was left blank due to support at that time. Tom said that if it is a desire of this Commission to move in this direction, the template from the Citizens Advisory Committee should be used as a starting point as various stakeholders who would have a part in this policy have already reviewed it.  
Dan Devereaux referenced the Purpose and Policies draft/sample included in the packet as well as a list of activities that Marine Resources and Parks and Recreation would run into at the boat launches.  Dan pointed out that he would not limit the permit to just those activities listed as more will arise as people learn about the access.  Tom Farrell suggested that the Commission review the data from his research, even though it may be outdated, to see what other municipalities charge for.  Tom said that the Recreation Commission has not discussed this issue recently and pointed out that the enforcement that is placed on any activity will be enforced by Town Staff and may not rise to the level of the Police Department, but that there will need to be someone to periodically to show up and make sure that people are complying with the policies.  Mark Holbrook asked about the use of interns and Tom replied that in discussion with the Park Rangers, many students are gainfully employed over the summer.  Tom also reviewed the level of training that Park Rangers go through and said that there would need to be similar training for an intern.  Dan replied that there are safety concerns with the use of an intern and that he is willing to research the issue, but that he does not feel that the Town would be receptive to placing an intern in potentially unsafe conditions.  
Doug Niven spoke about his unhappiness that others such as Freeport Boating Businesses and Bamforths Automotive and Marine use the Mere Point Boat launch for activities when Paul’s Marina does not use it because they are following the rules.  Doug said that they need to figure out a way for everyone without a Special Use Permit to use the boat launch.  Dan Devereaux provided a history of the Mere Point Boat Launch and said that commercial uses from this launch were excluded because of the rig restrictions and many things were precluded as at the time it was unknown as to what activates were going to occur there. 
Tom Farrell suggested that all the landings be looked at independently because not every restriction will apply.  Mark Worthing said that another option would be to require a Special Use Permit for the commercial boat launches with no fee to see what types of uses are going on.  Helene Harrower added that they could also base the permits on the season or a trial year.  Steve Walker suggested that they charge a nominal fee at the very least so that the program pays for itself and maybe covers some of the enforcement of the rules. Mark Holbrook asked how they will notice citizens that they will need a permit. Dan Devereaux said that he could look into an online permit process and the use of the internet.  Tom noted that given the budget for the past few years and the budget that they will be entering, the ability to provide the level of services that they currently offer will be a tough discussion topic and agreed that the Commission may want to associate a fee with the permit.  Mark Holbrook suggested an iron box.  Doug Niven asked how much it will cost to implement the permit such as signs, parking, education, and the application process.  Tom replied that he can prepare an estimate to bring back to the Commission.  

Helene Harrower volunteered to talk to those individuals and business that she knows who may use this permit.  Mark Holbrook volunteered to make initial calls regarding interns; if interested, Mark will refer the calls to Tom Farrell.  Helene suggested an auxiliary program.        
- Overnight Parking:  Tom Farrell said that this is permitted and can be authorized by Dan Devereaux.  Tom said that there are times when parking might be denied and Dan added that the overnight requests have tripped over the past few years. Dan said that overnight parking request require a Float Form that lists where the individual(s) are going and when they will be back.     

- Swimming:  Tom Farrell reviewed that although this is going on, it is not permitted by the Town Ordinance and that the issue is quite involved.  Tom said that at Simpson’s Point, the Town owns the right-of-way to the water but not the frontage and as more people use this space, they are encroaching onto private property.  Tom said that legally, people do not have the right to swim in these areas and encouraging swimming at Simpson’s Point raises a management issue, safety issue, and parking issue.  Helene Harrower asked if there was anything restricting swimming at the boat launch and Tom replied that swimming is precluded at the launches based on motorized boats coming and going and is not a permitted activity at any launch in Brunswick.  In terms of Mere Point Boat Launch, it is owned by the State and they would need to be consulted.  Steve Walker asked how they should address those who are swimming at Simpson’s Point and Tom replied that he is not comfortable with making a recommendation at this time.             

2 Aquaculture Update  
Dan Devereaux said that this is a perfect example of something new that is his happening particularly amongst the shell fishing world and introduced Chris Green of the Marine Resources Committee who presented his plan for intertidal leasing off the Princess Point Road.  Chris said that it is his belief that they can learn from this harvesting while protecting this resource, preserving the environment and participating in an activity that may play a big role in the future of the shell fishing industry.  Dan noted that this presentation has not been through the Marine Resources Committee, but will presented to them at their next meeting.  Chris said that this will be his lease and noted that neighbors will be notified.  Dan added that per the State there is more to the process such as notifying neighboring land owners and holding a public hearing. Chris provided a description of the set-up and described what tools are used.  
Motion by mark Holbrook to support Chris Green’s aquaculture adventure. Motion seconded by tammy gray, approved unanimously.
3 New Business 
Doug Niven raised the question of how do they handle docks such as the Birch Island dock? Possible agenda item for the May meeting.
4 Old Business 

No old business.
Adjourn 
This meeting was adjourned at 7:29 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Tonya Jenusaitis

Recording Secretary 

2

