
Rivers and Coastal waters commission

MEETING MINUTES

JUly 22, 2015
Members Present: Chairman Mark Worthing, Vice Chair Sue Stableford, Bill Good, Helene Harrower, Douglas Niven (Alternate), Steve Walker (Town Council), Fred Wigand (arrived at 6:07) and Suzan Wilson (Town Council)
Members Absent: Amanda Bunker and Mark Holbrook (Alternate)

Staff Present: Harbor Master Dan Devereaux
A meeting of the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission was held on Wednesday, July 22, 2015 at Town Hall, 85 Union Street, Meeting Room 206, 2nd Floor.  Chair Mark Worthing called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

Minutes June 24, 2015

MOTION BY doug niven to approve the minutes of june 24, 2015 as amended. Motion seconded by sue stableford, approved unanimously.

Harbor Masters Report
Dan Devereaux reviewed the Harbor Master’s report as included in the packet materials.

-Resident Moorings:  Dan Devereaux said that the Commissioners need to think about marina moorings and how they want to handle them with regard to fees. Commercial moorings would belong to the commercial marina and the marina would handle registering them.
-Association Meetings:  Dan Devereaux has met with Birch Island Corporation and Sea Point Land Company and they have discussed different ways to establish a density of moorings at the Birch Island Corporation access point.  Dan has also spoken with the Army Corps of Engineers on how they would like the town to register these moorings.  Discussions are ongoing.
-Commercial use of the Boat Launches: Dan Deveraux said that they continue to see increased usage of the Mere Point Boat Landing.  However, there is still a disconnect in communications with regard to the Special Use Permit and parking; there was a paddle boat race at Mere Point where no Special Use Permit was granted and this created  parking issues and complaints.  Discussion about adding more signage, purchasing more offsite parking at the state owned property across the street.  There was suggestion to at least as the State of Maine to mow the to accommodate overflow parking on an emergency basis. Dan will contact the State of Maine’s Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to discuss additional parking options.   

Also reported by Dan Devereaux: 

1) 
The Department of Agriculture Conservation and Forestry Boat Launch 
Program is going to redo the boat launch at Princess Point in the Fall. Dan 
will meet with DACF next week to discuss their plans.
2)
The town sent out letters to commercial users of Town landings, about 
their use public boat launches and has received roughly four back.  Officer 
Paul Plummer has been also hand delivering them to commercial entities 
he sees using the landings.   
3)
Brunswick has been awarded a feasibility study grant to explore and 
identify, a municipal mooring field pending Town Council acceptance of 
the grant award.  Sue Stableford noted that the study will be conducted by 
the same professional consultants that created the Harbor Management 
Plan.  The grant was in the amount of $15,900.    
4)
Brunswick has also been awarded a Coastal Community grant to conduct a 
baseline water quality and ecological assessment of Mere Brook 
Watershed.  Consultant hasn’t been 
selected and the grant 
award is 

pending council approval.  The Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection has coordinated with the Town to establish testing and 
monitoring sites throughout the watershed. The grant award is $47,925   

Sue Stableford updated the RCWC members on the Androscoggin River trip provided on July 11 that is designed to help members better understand the River and the watershed. 
OTHER ITEMS OF DISCUSSION 

Harbor Ordinance 

-Discussion of fee structure (Operation Cost Breakout):  Mark Worthing reviewed the materials / costs provided by Dan Devereaux, Paul Plummer and the Town Clerk. Mark pointed out and emphasized that the operating cost to to the town per mooring would be roughly $137.50, based on the financial data provided by Dan Devereaux.  Discussion followed among members on what is and not encompassed in this operating expense, who could share in this cost, would there be an individual discount cost or would there be a difference between resident and non-resident costs and would there be a cost incentive for environmentally friendly moorings.

Decision among Commissioners to hold a public forum August 26th.

Eel Grass Study (Simpsons Point):   

 Dan Deveraux said that the eel grass was planted in several different locations via different methods and its progress will be monitored and reported out at subsequent meetings.
Establishing a Joint meeting between the BMRC & RCWC 

-Discuss crossover issues (Fall Date):  Dan Devereaux to establish a joint meeting with Marine Resources at their October meeting.  

Update of the Shellfish Restoration/Aquaculture Demo Project at Mere Point Boat Launch 

 Dan Devereaux said that the Town has received the Army Corps of Engineers permit and are waiting on the DMR permit.   
New Business: no new business.  

Old Business: no old business. 

Adjourn 

This meeting was adjourned at 7:49 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tonya Jenusaitis

Recording Secretary 
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