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VILLAGE REVIEW BOARD 
JUNE 6, 2013 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair Emily Swan, Vice Chair Brooks Stoddard, Jane Crichton, and 
Betsy Marr 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Anna Breinich 
 
A meeting of the Village Review Board was held on Monday June 6, 2013 at the Municipal 
Meeting Facility at Brunswick Station, 16 Station Ave. Chair Emily Swan called the meeting to 
order at 7:15 P.M. 
 
Case #VRB 13-012 – 15 Cumberland Street (Map U13, Lot 045) – The Board will review and 
take action regarding a Certificate of Appropriateness application submitted by Berean Church 
Trustees to construct a new access structure as an addition to the Berean Baptist Church per local 
code requirements. 
 
Anna Breinich began by stating that this project was brought forth because of noncompliance 
with a NFPA 101 Life Safety Code, which requires a second means of egress in the basement.   
Anna stated that the applicant is proposing construction of a 14’ long, 7’ tall and 4’8” wide 
addition that will be located on the west side of the Berean Church.  Anna stated that the 
applicant is trying to move the addition as unintrusive as possible, but noted that due to code 
requirements, this is the only location that meets the minimum required to house the stairway.  
Anna stated that staff did meet on site and suggested changes which are reflected in the 
application before the Board.     
 
Thomas Payne, Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the Berean Church, stated that the 
foundation work has already been completed and the stonework has been cut.  Mr. Payne stated 
that they have found matching siding for the addition and, as recommended, they will match the 
cornice on the top of the roof to that of the existing entrance way.  Mr. Payne stated that the 
addition will also have a half-moon window which matches the existing half-moon window in 
the sanctuary; window trim will also match up.  Mr. Payne stated that due to the windows and 
the height, they have to go with a flat roof.   
 
Brooks Stoddard commended the applicant on the attempts made to match the addition to the 
existing structure.  Brooks stated that this building is a very nice Victorian building and noted 
that the one thing disliked by the Victorian’s was white; Brooks suggested reintroducing some 
color in an attempt to get the richness back that they had in the late 19th century.     
 
Chair Emily Swan opened up the public hearing and noted that no members of the public were 
present.  The public comment period was closed. 
 
Emily Swan reviewed the proposed Findings of Fact and all members of the Board agreed with 
the findings. 
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MOTION BY BROOKS STODDARD THAT THE CERTIFICATE OF 
APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION IS DEEMED COMPLETE.  SECONDED BY 
JANE CRICHTON, APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
MOTION BY JANE CRICHTON THAT THE BOARD APPROVES THE 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR 15 CUMBERLAND STREET AS 
OUTLINED IN THE APPLICATION WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITION: 
 
That the Board’s review and approval does hereby refer to these findings of fact, the plans and 
materials submitted by the applicant and the written and oral comments of the applicant, its 
representatives, reviewing officials, and members of the public as reflected in the public record. 
Any changes to the approved plan not called for in these conditions of approval or otherwise 
approved by the Director of Planning and Development as a minor modification, shall require 
further review and approval in accordance with the Brunswick Zoning Ordinance. 
 
SECONDED BY BETSY MARR, APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Staff Approvals Update 

 9 Cumberland Street – ADA Ramp (Rumpus Room) 
 19 High Street – Removal of Porch 
 5 Franklin Street – Window Replacement 
 159 Park Row – Signage (Pejepscot Historical Society) 
 63 Federal Street – Window Replacement (Bowdoin) 
 149 Maine Street – Outdoor Seating Area (Wild Oats) 

 
Minutes 
MOTION BY BETSY MARR TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 2, 2013.  
SECONDED BY BROOKS STODDARD, APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Other Business 

 Anna Breinich stated that the Zoning Ordinance Amendment for Section 216 has been 
sent to council.  Anna stated that the public hearing for both map and text has been set for 
7/1/13. 

 Anna Breinich stated that staff is in the process of getting someone under contract to look 
at contributing versus non-contributing structures.  Anna stated that in accordance to 
MHPC all contributing properties should be listed in the Zoning Ordinance. 

 Emily Swan stated that the historic preservation month tour was well attended and noted 
that the photo exhibit was up for the month of May.  Emily stated that on the agenda for 
the fall will be revision of the VRB brochure. 

 
Adjourned 
This meeting was adjourned at 7:45 P.M. 
Attest 

 
Tonya D. Jenusaitis 
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Recording Secretary 


