R & S Meeting 6-26-14

Present; Alex Anesko, Steve Walker., Peter Beacher., John Eldridge., Holly Greene., Mike
Wilson., Punnie Edgerton.

Meeting opened with John Eldridge explaining the ammonia leaching into the landfill. Some
mitigations have been tried on site, but, at ~3.5gal/day, the rate of ammonia discharge
exceeds EPA limits, and the landfill presently operates in violation of these limits. In
addition, well monitoring has shown that groundwater levels of As, Fe, and Mn exceed
drinking water standards, and are increasing. It is important to note that neither of these
issues presents a safety or drinking water hazard.

The town is not eligible for a waiver for either of these issues, and fixing these problems
would be prohibitively costly. Although Brunswick is not at present required to close the
landfill, the DEP recommends it. The issue of rising groundwater contaminants qualifies

Brunswick for state funding to close the landfill, ~75% of closure costs. To qualify, design
and plans would have to be in place by Dec. 2015, which is extremely tight. Brunswick
should urge legislators to extend this deadline.

At current fill rates, Brunswick has at least 15 years left of use at the landfill. However,
there are costs to running the landfill; approximately $600,000 pr yr. We need to look at the
cost of a transfer station vs. keeping the land open.

At this point, the town has a closure “Enterprise” fund (started in 2004) hat has accrued 1.6
million. The cost of closing the landfill is approx. 5 million, but if we qualify for DEP help it
would cost us closer to what we have saved.

Ecomaine as a transfer station entity charges $80 dollars a ton, comparable to what
Brunswick charges its residents today. The average tonnage from recorded data for the past
three years is 3,564 tons. That cost would be close to $300,000 annually, plus the cost of
setting up and operating our transfer station at the landfill.

Someone would have to lobby the legislature to extend the Dec. 2015 deadline for the

“State’s Landfill Remediation and Closure Fund” to give us more time to investigate our
options.

It would be helpful to know the cost of hauling tonnage to Ecomaine.

Next steps are to do some lobbying to get an extension past 2015; and to look into fees for
hauling tonnage to Ecomaine.

Town staff and the Town Council are expected to form a subcommittee to study the issue.
Town staff will develop a report to outline costs and options involved for closure vs.
maintenance of Brunswick’s landfill. The subcommittee is expected to include some of our

R & S group, some of the Town Council, some representatives from Town Staff, working
with DEP, consultants, etc.

8:50 PM John E. left and R&S committee went on to discuss Portland’s latest council
decision to charge 5 cents per bag for plastic bags; and a ban for Styrofoam. Holly will try to



contact the chair, Dave Millet who brought forward the motion to get some details from
him.

9:00 pm meeting adjourned; Next meeting for July will most likely be postponed to the
August 28t date; , at Hawthorne School, 7:30pm



