
Approved 
BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes 
March 2, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 
Council Chamber 

Town Hall 
85 Union Street 

 
Councilors Present: W. David Watson, Stephen S. Walker, Suzan Wilson, John M. Perreault, 

Daniel E. Harris, Jane F. Millett, Sarah E. Brayman, Katherine E. Wilson, and 
John Richardson, Jr. 

 
Councilors Absent: None 
 
Town Staff Present: John S. Eldridge, III, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk/Assistant to 

the Town Manager; Steve Langsdorf, Town Attorney; Linda Smith, Business 
Development Manager; Richard Rizzo, Police Chief; Marc Hagan, Police 
Commander; Julie Henze, Finance Director; Terry Goan, Patrol Officer; and 
TV video crew 

 
Chair Brayman called the meeting to order, asked the Clerk for roll call, acknowledged that the 
meeting was properly noticed, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Adjustments to Agenda  
 
Add an Executive Session: Personnel Matter [1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(A)] 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (This item was discussed at 7:02 p.m.) 
 

a) Approval of the Minutes of February 23, 2015 
 
Councilor Millett moved, Councilor Perreault seconded, to approve the Consent Agenda.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Public Comments  (This item was discussed at 7:03 p.m.) 
 
Ed Cowen, owner of Sunshine Too Laundromat, gave his opinion on the problems with the Cooks 
Corner area and that DDR’s rent increases have assisted with the problem.  The problem is the tax 
rate is higher in Brunswick than Topsham, there are newer buildings, and there has been a loss of 
foot traffic with the base closure.   
 
Councilor Millett responded to Mr. Cowen’s comments regarding the tax mill rate. 
 
Richard Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street, added to the discussion on the Cooks Corner Mall and tax 
abatement and said this is not unique to Brunswick. 
 
Manager Eldridge also responded, providing clarification on tax abatements and tax rates. 
 
Correspondence (This item was discussed at 7:10 p.m.) 
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Councilor Millett spoke regarding the meeting in Gray with representatives from municipalities, 
MMA, and the Governor’s Office, regarding the proposed Governor’s budget.  She also spoke 
regarding LD 131 regarding Charter schools being funded at the state level and said this would save 
the Town $400,000. 
 
Councilor K. Wilson said she received a call regarding the quality of town trash bags, which are not 
as good as they used to be.  Councilor S. Wilson and Councilor Perreault commented on the bags.  
 
Councilor K. Wilson also said the Bicycle Coalition of Maine gave an award to Lynn D’Agostino, 
the physical education teacher at HBS, for her work to promote walking and biking for students. 
 
Committee Reports (This item was discussed at 7:17p.m.) 
 
Chair Brayman appointed Councilor Harris as the Council representative to the firefighters union 
negotiations. 
 
Reports were given from the Finance Committee, Teen Center Advisor y Committee, and MPIC. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT:  
 
a) Report from People Plus (This item was discussed at 7:20 p.m.) 
 
Stacy Frizzle, Executive Director, spoke regarding this item, as did Councilor Harris. 
 
b) Reminder of the Public Hearing on NNEPRA Storm Water Management Law Permit 

Application (This item was discussed at 7:29 p.m.) 
 

Manager Eldridge spoke regarding this item.   
 
c) Report on the Riverside Cemetery’s status (This item was discussed at 7:31 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Perreault, Councilor Harris, Councilor K. Wilson, and Councilor Millett asked questions, 
to which Manager Eldridge and Mr. Langsdorf responded. 
 
(Copies of a memo from Manager Eldridge and a letter from the Town Attorney will be attached to 
the official minutes.) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
18. The Town Council will consider supporting a Letter of Intent for a CDBG grant for 

Gelato Fiasco for a business expansion, and will take any appropriate action.  
(Manager) (This item was discussed at 7:39 p.m.) 
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Linda Smith, Business Development Manager, introduced this item. 
 
Councilor Walker, Councilor Perreault, and Councilor Harris asked questions, to which Linda Smith 
responded.  
 
Councilor Millett asked a question, to which Councilor Richardson responded. 
 
Councilor Richardson spoke regarding this item. 
 
The following people spoke regarding this item: 
Karen Klatt, 32 Moody Road 
Richard Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street 
Josh Davis, owner of Gelato Fiasco 
 
Councilor Richardson spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Millett spoke regarding this item. 
 
MOTION: 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to support a Letter of Intent for a 
CDBG grant in the amount of $350,000 for Gelato Fiasco to support their continued growth 
and production in Brunswick.  
 
Councilor Harris, Councilor Perreault, and Councilor K. Wilson spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Walker asked a question, to which Ms. Smith responded. 
 
VOTE ON MOTION: 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to support a Letter of Intent for a 
CDBG grant in the amount of $350,000 for Gelato Fiasco to support their continued growth 
and production in Brunswick.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
(Copies of a memo from Linda Smith and the draft Letter of Intent will be attached to the official  
minutes.)  
 
19. The Town Council will consider accepting a “PeaceKeeper” armored vehicle donated 

by the Department of Defense’s military surplus, and will take any appropriate action. 
(Manager) (This item was discussed at 8:15 p.m.) 

 
Chief Rizzo introduced this item. 
 
Councilor Millett, Councilor Harris, Councilor Walker, Councilor Perreault, and Chair Brayman 
asked questions, to which Chief Rizzo and Commander Hagan responded. 
 
Councilor Watson spoke regarding this item. 
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Chair Brayman opened this item to public comment. 
 
The following people spoke regarding this item: 
Karen Klatt, 32 Moody Road  
Jason Coombs, 16 Growling Bear Drive 
Richard Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street. 
Joe Ciarrocca, 532 Harpswell Road  
 
MOTION: 
Councilor Millett moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to accept on behalf of the Police 
Department a “PeaceKeeper” armored vehicle donated by the Department of Defense’s 
military surplus.    
 
Councilor Perreault asked questions, to which Manager Eldridge responded.  He also spoke on this 
item. 
 
Councilor Richardson, Councilor K. Wilson, Councilor Millett, Councilor Harris, Councilor S. 
Wilson, Councilor Walker, Councilor Watson, and Chair Brayman all spoke on this item.  
 
VOTE ON MOTION: 
Councilor Millett moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to accept on behalf of the Police 
Department a “PeaceKeeper” armored vehicle donated by the Department of Defense’s 
military surplus.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.  Chair Brayman was opposed. 
 
(Copies of memos from Chief Rizzo and Commander Hagan, along with a photo of the vehicle, will 
be attached to the official minutes.). 
 
20. The Town Council will consider authorizing the Town Manager to move forward with 

drafting a TIF program, Development Program, and bond ordinance for the Cooks 
Corner area, and will take any appropriate action. (Manager) (This item was discussed 
at 9:17 p.m.) 

 
Manager Eldridge introduced this item. 
 
Chair Brayman and Councilor Millett asked questions, to which Manager Eldridge responded. 
 
MOTION: 
Councilor Millett moved, Councilor Richardson seconded, to authorize the Town Manager to 
move forward with drafting a TIF program, Development Program, and bond ordinance for 
the Cooks Corner area.   

 
Councilor Perreault, Councilor Harris, Councilor Walker, Councilor Richardson, and Councilor S. 
Wilson spoke regarding this item. 
 
Manager Eldridge spoke regarding this item. 
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Members of the public spoke: 
Ed Cowen, Sunshine Too Laundromat 
Joe Ciarrocca, 532 Harpswell Road 
Nina Thiboutot, 35 Thomas Point Road 
Richard Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street 
Karen Klatt, 32 Moody Road 
 
Councilor Millett spoke on this item. 
 
VOTE ON MOTION: 
Councilor Millett moved, Councilor Richardson seconded, to authorize the Town Manager to 
move forward with drafting a TIF program, Development Program, and bond ordinance for 
the Cooks Corner area. The motion carried with six (6) yeas.  Councilor Perreault, Councilor 
Harris, and Councilor Walker were opposed. 
 
21. The Town Council will consider the following requests for Sellers of Prepared Food on 

Public Ways on the Brunswick Mall, and will take any appropriate action.  (Manager) 
(This item was discussed at 10:01 p.m.) 

 
Farmer’s Market   Danny’s Dogs 
The Crabby Lobster   Wrappers 

 
Fran Smith spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Harris asked a question, to which Manager Eldridge and Atty. Langsdorf responded. 
 
Councilor Perreault moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to approve licenses for Sellers of 
Prepared Food on Public Ways for the Brunswick Mall for the Farmer’s Market, Danny’s 
Dogs, The Crabby Lobster, and Wrappers.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
22. The Town Council will consider a request for Sellers of Prepared Food on Public Ways 

for outdoor seating, and will take any appropriate action. (Manager)  (This item was 
discussed at 10:08 p.m.) 
 
  Flipside, 111 Maine Street 
  Frosty’s Donuts, 54 Maine Street 

Gelato Fiasco, 74 Maine Street 
  Great Impasta, 42 Maine Street 
  Little Saigon, 44 Maine Street 

Shere Punjab, 46 Maine Street 
 
Fran Smith spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Millett and Councilor Perreault spoke regarding this item.  
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Councilor Perreault moved, Councilor S. Wilson seconded, to approve licenses for Sellers of 
Prepared Food on Public Ways on a Sidewalk for Flipside, 111 Maine Street; Frosty’s Donuts, 
54 Maine Street;Gelato Fiasco, 74 Maine Street; Great Impasta, 42 Maine Street; Little 
Saigon, 44 Maine Street; and Shere Punjab, 46 Maine Street.  The motion carried with nine (9) 
yeas.  
 
23. The Town Council will consider amending the charge of the Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Advisory Committee to include a Council representative as one of their members, and 
to have the Committee review their charge, including determining terms for members, 
and will take any appropriate action.  (Chair Brayman) (This item was discussed at 10:10 
p.m.) 

 
Chair Brayman introduced this item. 
 
Councilor K. Wilson moved, Councilor Millett seconded, to amend the charge of the Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Advisory Committee to include a Council representative as one of their 
members.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
Chair Brayman moved, Councilor Richardson seconded, to have BPAC review their charge to 
make recommendations for any necessary updates, including making recommendations on 
creating staggered terms of office for their members, and to report back to the Council by 
June 1, 2015.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  

 
Chair Brayman appointed  Councilor K. Wilson to BPAC as the Council representative. 
 
24. The Town Council will consider appointments to the Town’s Boards and Committees, 

and will take any appropriate action. (Appointments Committee) (This item was 
discussed at 10:14 p.m.) 

 
Councilor Millett made the following nominations: 
 

MPIC 
Crystal Card - a creative economy member with a term to expire on 12/01/2017 
Planning Board 
Charles Frizzle – reappointment with a term to expire on 02/23/2018  
Jeremy Evans – appointment with a term to expire on 02/23/2018 
Board of Assessment Review 
Stephen Holt –reappointment with a term to expire on 01/12/2018  
Dorothy Ollier - reappointment with a term to expire on 01/12/2018 
Conservation Commission 
Thomas Rumpf - reappointment with a term to expire on 05/1/2016 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee 
William (Ben) Walsh – appointment with no set term 
Recycling and Sustainability Committee 
William (Ben) Walsh – appointment with a term to expire on 01/01/2017 
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Councilor Perreault and Councilor Walker spoke regarding the Planning Board openings.   
 
The Planning Board positions were not included in the slate vote for the other nominations. 
 
Councilor Millett and Councilor Perreault spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Richardson moved, Councilor K. Wilson seconded, to vote on the slate of nominees 
as listed above except for Charles Frizzle and Jeremy Evans, who will be voted on separately.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Richardson moved, Councilor Millett seconded, to appoint Charles Frizzle to the 
Planning Board for a term to expire on 02/23/2018.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas.  
Councilor Walker was opposed. 
 
Councilor Richardson moved, Councilor Millett seconded, to appoint Jeremy Evans to the 
Planning Board for a term to expire on 02/23/2018.  The motion carried with seven (7) yeas.  
Councilor S. Wilson and Councilor Perreault were opposed. 
 
Executive Session: Personnel Matter [1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(A)] 
 
Chair Brayman moved, Councilor Millett seconded, to go into executive session to discuss a 
Personnel Matter per 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(A).  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Watson moved, Councilor Richardson seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:36 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE ACTION MINUTES.  THE ENTIRE MEETING 
CAN BE VIEWED AT WWW.BRUNSWICKME.ORG.  
 
 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
March 9, 2015 
 

March 16, 2015 
Date of Approval 

 

___________________________ 
Council Chair 

 
 


