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BRUNSWICK ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE COMMITTEE WORK SESSION 

NOVEMBER 10, 2015 

MEMBERS PRESENT ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE COMMITTEE: Charlie 
Frizzle, Chair; Vice Chair Margaret Wilson, Vice Chair; Richard Visser; Anna Breinich, 
Director of Planning and Development; Jared Woolston, Town Planner: and Jeff Hutchinson, 
Code Enforcement Officer 

MEMBERS ABSENT ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE COMMITTEE:   

CONSULTANT PRESENT:   

Mr. Frizzle opened the meeting.    

1. Public Comment  

Charlie Wiercinski asked if the Committee would be discussing his comment from the 
September 23rd meeting regarding his suggested change to the St. Johns Parish Church Zoning 
District.  Anna Breinich replied that they will not be discussing this today. 

Carol Liscovitz, Bowdoin College neighborhood resident, asked if the Committee would be 
discussing neighborhood protection standards.  Anna Breinich replied that they will not be 
discussing this today. 

2. Draft 2:    

a. Review of reworked Draft #2 Sections to Date (see packet)  

Section 1.5:  Decision to rework the last sentence in the paragraph and eliminate 
duplication. 

Section 1.6: Decision to remove 1.6.1.B, Remedy of Unsafe Conditions.   

Section 1.6.3.B: Decision to reword natural beauty.  

Section 1.6.3.C:  Jeff Hutchinson to review and discuss at a future meeting. 

Section 2.1.1.B:  Anna Breinich to look into GR8 District location - College Park 
neighborhoods. 

b. Discussion Topics/Updates  

i. Added Definitions: Anna Breinich reviewed added / changes definitions.  
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ii. Natural Resource Districts Descriptions/Uses (subsections 2.1.3 and 2.2.1): 
Anna Breinich explained that they took the use standards out of the description 
section and moved them into the use table. These are manly passive recreation 
and activities that are not identified as uses anywhere else in Brunswick.      

iii. Aquifer Protection Overlay (under review by BTWD):  Anna Breinich 
reviewed her concerns and said that she has sent the draft Stormwater 
Management Section to Al Fraisier at the Brunswick Topsham Water District for 
review / input.  To be discussed at the next work session.    

iv. Wildlife Protection Overlay (disturbance criteria):  Anna Breinich reviewed 
the changes and clarification edits. With regards to 30 years under Roman 
numeral vii under 2.3.5.C.1.b., Anna said that she has tried to research where this 
number was derived from, but has been unsuccessful.  Margaret Wilson said that 
she understands the concept, but that she too does not know how it will be 
enforceable.  Charlie Frizzle replied that it will only be enforceable by complaint. 
Charlie suggested leaving the language as currently drafted and review at another 
point in time for simplification, enforceability and clarification.  

v. Airport Approach Overlay Uses:  Anna Breinich suggested removing multi-
family dwelling and mobile home from the acceptable uses in the Airport 
Approach Zone; decision to remove all housing from this zone.  Anna reviewed 
other suggested changes.  Jeff Hutchinson questioned why anything should be 
developable in the APZ and Margaret Wilson questioned why there are two zones 
for this area.  Staff to review further and possibly eliminate all uses in the APZ 
area and combine RPZ and APZ into one.  

vi. Telecommunications Overlay Annual Inspections:  Anna Breinich reviewed 
changes / edits. Staff to clarify the wording regarding Applications for 
collocation, 60 / 90 day requirements.  

vii. Use Table: Anna Breinich reviewed the changes in the in the Permitted Use 
Table.  Committee suggested other changes; these changes were incorporated.   

viii. Urban Agriculture: The committee discussed the domesticated farm animal 
ordinance. Discussion on adding supplementary standards for agriculture uses.   

ix. Retail Classes I and II and Pedestrian/Bicycle Access:  Anna Breinich 
discussed the addition of Retail Class I and Retail Class II.   Decision to continue 
to look into Retail Class I and Retail Class II and how they apply to the Cook’s 
Corner Design Standards.   

Anna reviewed the proposed changes to Pedestrian / Bicycle amenities; decision 
for staff to tighten up the wording.    Decision to remove Retail Class I and Retail 
Class II designation as this standard can apply to other uses.  Staff to research 
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further materials and ADA requirements for distinguishing walkways in parking 
areas.   

x. Stormwater Management:  In reference to Stormwater management, Jared 
Woolsten is currently reviewing this and this will be discussed at the next work 
session.  

xi. Complete Streets Update:  Anna Breinich said that the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Committee is going in the direction of using the Complete Street Policy.  Anna 
pointed out that if approved by the Town Council, this will be policy and not 
ordinance change.   

xii. Signs (Reed v. Gilbert U.S. Supreme Court ramifications update): Jared 
Woolsten provided a brief overview of the Reed v. Gilbert U.S. Supreme Court 
case and the use of an unconstitutional sign ordinance.  Discussion among 
Committee that they cannot control what the content of the sign is, but they can 
regulate the size.   

3. Public Information Updates  

a. Use Comparison Table  

3. Approval of Meeting Summaries:  June 10, 2015; September 23, 2015 

September meeting minutes postponed. 

June minutes were approved at the September 23, 2015 meeting.  

4. Other Business: 11/20 ZORC informational training.  

5. Next meeting: December 2nd  at 1:00P.M.  

Adjourn 

This meeting was adjourned at 4:35 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Tonya Jenusaitis 

Recording Secretary 
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