
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TOWN OF BRUNSWICK 

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 

 

 
 

 
STAFF REVIEW COMMITTEE 

- AGENDA - 
BRUNSWICK TOWN HALL 

85 UNION STREET  
ROOM 206 

 
WEDNESDAY, March 2, 2016, 10:00 A.M.   

 
 

1. Case # 16-002, Gathering Place: The Committee will review and take action on a Final 
Plan Minor Development Review application submitted by authorized representatives of 
The Gathering Place, to replace an existing 30-foot wide by 60-foot long building with a 34-
foot wide by 62-foot long building for a replacement day-shelter for the homeless, located in 
the Mixed Use 2 (MU2) Zoning District (Map U16, Lots 90 and 91). 

2. Other Business 

3. Adjourn 

 
 
 

This agenda is mailed to owners of property within 200 feet of proposed development sites. In cases 
where Committee action is pending this agenda serves as notice of same. In cases where the Committee's 

role is to advise the Planning Board, this agenda is mailed as a courtesy along with notice of the  
Planning Board Meeting. 

 
The Staff Review Committee meeting is open to the public. All are invited to attend and participate.   For 

further information call Jared Woolston at the Brunswick Department of Planning and Development  
(725-6660). 
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STAFF REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Minor Development Review 

DRAFT Findings of Fact 
March 2, 2016 

 
Project Location: 84B Union Street, Brunswick, ME 04011 
Tax Map:  Map 11-16, Lot 90, and 91 
Zoning District: Mixed Use 2 (MU2) Zoning District 
Case Number: 15-052 
Applicant:  The Gathering Place 

  
 
Authorized Representatives: Dana Baer & Hope Hilton 
     556 Mere Point Road 
     Brunswick, ME  04011 
 
Staff reviewed the application and has determined it is complete. 
 
PROJECT SUMMARY   
 
Staff review is based on the Minor Development Review application for The Gathering 
Place, dated January 19, 2016 and revised on February 17, 2016 in response to a staff 
review memorandum dated January 25, 2016.  A response to the staff review 
memorandum was provided by representatives for the applicant, Dana Baer and Hope 
Hilton on February 10, 2016.  The Gathering Place is a day shelter for the homeless 
which is currently operated from the Seventh Day Adventists building with frontage at 84 
Union Street.  The proposed activity includes demolishing an existing 30-foot wide by 
60-foot long building on the Seventh Day Adventist parcel, and constructing a new 34-
foot wide by 62-foot long building in place.  The application includes a project narrative, 
floor plans and elevations, and a set of site plans.  A set of site plans for the proposed 
activity were prepared by Inspiration By Design and are listed below: 
 

1. Drawing COVER - SPECS entitled, “THE GATHERING PLACE” and dated 
April 16, 2015, and revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

2. Drawing SITE - 1 entitled, “EXISTING SITE (PER SURVEY)” and dated April 
16, 2015, and revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

3. Drawing SITE - 2 entitled, “PROPOSED SITE PLAN” and dated April 16, 2015, 
and revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

4. Drawing A-1 entitled, “FOUNDATION PLAN” and dated April 16, 2015, and 
revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

5. Drawing A-2 entitled, “FIRST FLOOR PLAN” and dated April 16, 2015, and 
revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

6. Drawing A-3 entitled, “ATTIC/ROOF PLAN/FRAMING” and dated April 16, 
2015, and revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

7. Drawing A-4 entitled, “ELEVATIONS” and dated April 16, 2015, and revised 
most recently on October 28, 2015; 
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8. Drawing D-1 entitled, “SECTIONS AND DETAILS” and dated April 16, 2015, 
and revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

9. Drawing D-2 entitled, “SCHEDULES AND DETAILS” and dated April 16, 
2015, and revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

10. Drawing D-3 entitled, “REFLECTED CEILING PLAN” and dated April 16, 
2015, and revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

11. Drawing A-2 entitled, “FIRST FLOOR PLAN” and dated April 16, 2015, and 
revised most recently on November 30, 2015; 

 
Two (2) additional site plans for the proposed activity were modified by Dana Baer from 
survey plans developed by Sitelines, PA, the first is entitled, “Sketch of Building 
Location” dated January 18, 2016 and revised on January 29, 2016; and the second is 
entitled, “Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan” dated February 1, 2016 and revised 
on February 17, 2016.  On February 24, 2016, representatives for the applicant, Dana 
Baer and Hope Hilton provided plans for a bicycle rack, and a parking analysis via email 
correspondence.   
 
The applicants request the following waivers in accordance with Section 410 of the 
Brunswick Zoning Ordinance: 
 

1. Class A Soil Survey – the proposed developed areas will be located on previously 
developed land with a replacement building of comparable size to the existing 
building.  Further, a subsurface wastewater (septic) disposal system is not 
proposed.  Based on these supporting facts, the staff recommends approving the 
requested waiver in accordance with Section 410. 

   
Review Standards from Section 411 of the Town of Brunswick Zoning Ordinance  
 
411.1 Ordinance Provisions 
The property is located in the Mixed Use 2 (MU2) Zoning District. The proposed 
development complies with all applicable standards for the MU2 Zoning District. The 
Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.1 are satisfied. 
 
411.2 Preservation of Natural Features 
The proposed activity will preserve existing natural features to the greatest extent 
practicable.  The project site is an existing developed area with limited natural features.  
The applicant identified areas of existing vegetated land, including all trees greater than 
10 inches within the project vicinity, specifically, two (2) maple trees, and four (4) oak 
trees.  None of the trees are proposed to be removed during construction.   
The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.2 are satisfied. 
 
411.3 Surface Waters, Wetlands and Marine Resources 
The proposed activity is located in the watershed of an urban impaired stream that drains 
to the Androscoggin River (near Water Street).  The activity is entirely within existing 
developed areas, and is not located in direct proximity to any surface waters, wetlands, or 
marine resources.  Therefore, the proposed activity is not expected to result in an 
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unreasonable impact to wetlands or waterbodies within the urban impaired stream 
watershed.   
The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.3 are satisfied.  

 
411.4 Flood Hazard Areas 
The application indicates that the development activity does not occur within a FEMA 
flood hazard area and therefore minimizes any risk of flooding.   
The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.4 are satisfied.  
 
411.5 Stormwater Management 
The project is located within the watershed of an urban impaired stream that drains to the 
Androscoggin River (near Water Street).  Stormwater from the parcel is currently 
directed as sheet flow towards an abutting parcel to the south; and as sheet flow to a 
stormwater catch basin system north of the proposed building.  No changes are proposed 
to existing stormwater management.  The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 
411.5 are satisfied. 
 
411.6 Groundwater  
The Committee finds that the development will not, alone or in conjunction with existing 
activities adversely affect the quality or quantity of groundwater.  
The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.6 are satisfied. 
 
411.7 Erosion and Sedimentation Control  
The project has been designed to incorporate Best Management Practices as outlined in 
the Maine Erosion and Sediment Control BMPs as published by the Maine DEP. Specific 
provisions for erosion control features have been provided on the plan. The proposed 
development will not cause unreasonable soil erosion or reduction in the land’s capacity 
to hold water so that a dangerous or unhealthy situation results.  The Committee finds that 
the provisions of Section 411.7 are satisfied. 

 
411.8 Sewage Disposal 
The project will not create any additional burden on the town’s sewer facilities.  
The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.8 are satisfied.  
 
411.9 Water Supply 
An existing two-inch private water service line (water line) is shared by the Seventh Day 
Adventists’ church building and the building that is proposed to be demolished.  The 
location of the water line is shown on “Sketch of Building Location”.  In email 
correspondence received on February 29, 2016, Dana Baer indicated that the existing 
water line may be connected to the proposed building without Brunswick and Topsham 
Water District (BTWD) approval provided the site is inspected by BTWD.  However, the 
applicant may decide to install a new separate water line instead of the existing water line 
which would require BTWD approval.  Any written approval from BTWD must be 
provided to the Department of Planning and Development in order to demonstrate that 
the project will not create any additional burden on the town’s water facilities.  



 4

The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.9 are satisfied provided that any 
written approval from the Brunswick and Topsham Water District (BTWD) is provided to 
the Director of Planning and Development.  

 
411.10 Aesthetic, Cultural and Natural Values 
The proposed project will not have any undue adverse effect on the aesthetic, natural 
beauty of the area, historic sites, or significant wildlife habitat. The Committee finds that 
the provisions of Section 411.10 are satisfied. 
 
411.11 Community Impact 
The proposed project will not have an undue adverse impact on community facilities. The 
Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.11 are satisfied.  
  
411.12 Traffic 
The proposed activity does not include modifications to traffic in and out of the facility 
and therefore will not cause unreasonable public road congestion or unsafe conditions.  
The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.12 are satisfied. 
 
411.13 Pedestrian and Bicycle Access and Safety 
The applicant depicted the locations of pedestrian and vehicle traffic movement on-site.  
Pedestrian benches near the entrance to the proposed building are proposed.  The 
proposal was reviewed by Brunswick’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
(BBPAC) on February 18, 2016.   The proposal was revised by the applicant to include a 
bicycle rack as a result of the BBPAC review.  The Committee finds that the provisions of 
Section 411.13 are satisfied.  
 
411.14 Development Patterns 
As proposed, the development is respectful of Brunswick’s historic development pattern 
and will have no adverse impact on adjacent residential areas.  A parking agreement 
executed on February 1, 2003 exists between Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program, 
Inc. (MCHPP), Weedco, Northern New England Conference of Seventh-Day Adventists, 
Inc. (Seventh Day Adventists) and by extension, The Gathering Place.  The total parking 
spaces controlled by each entity are as follows: Seventh Day Adventists, 11 parking 
spaces; Weedco, 13 parking spaces; and MCHPP, 18 parking spaces.  In accordance with 
the shared parking agreement, Weedco reserves seven (7) parking spaces that may not be 
used by the two (2) other entities.   
 
In total, the parking agreement entitles Seventh Day Adventists and by extension, The 
Gathering Place to at least 10 parking spaces during normal working hours from 8AM – 
6PM, and 35 shared parking spaces on a “first come first serve” basis.  A parking analysis 
is provided to demonstrate compliance with Section 512.2 of the Zoning Ordinance.  The 
Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.14 are satisfied. 
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411.15 Architectural Compatibility 
The application states that the buildings have been designed to keep with the architecture 
of the existing building.  The proposed building floor plans and profiles are included in 
the application. 
The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.15 are satisfied. 
 
411.16 Municipal Solid Waste Disposal   
The applicant anticipates that the project will produce minimal additional solid waste.  
The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.16 are satisfied. 
 
411.17 Recreation Needs 
The proposed project is not a residential project and is therefore not subject to Section 
411.17.   
The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.17 are not applicable. 
 
411.18 Access for Persons with Disabilities 
The application states that the site and buildings are currently accessible to persons with 
disabilities and no changes to site access are proposed. The Committee finds that the 
provisions of Section 411.18 are satisfied. 
 
411.19 Financial Capacity and Maintenance 
In correspondence dated February 29, 2016, Dana Baer and Hope Hilton indicated that 
fundraising for the new building, and operating costs is currently underway (see response, 
#8).  The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.19 are satisfied provided 
evidence of financial capacity is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Director of 
Planning and Development. 
  
411.20 Noise and Dust  
The applicant submitted an Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan to be utilized during 
construction.  Erosion and sedimentation controls may serve to control any unreasonable 
dust if encountered during construction.  Noise associated with construction must be 
limited by operating within the standard hours of construction in accordance with Section 
524.1.  The Committee finds that the provisions of Section 411.20 are satisfied provided 
the operation of all construction, drilling and demolition tools is limited to the standard 
hours of construction in accordance with Section 524.1. 
 
411.21 Right, Title and Interest 
The building to be demolished (“existing building”) is owned by The Gathering Place, 
and referenced by a deed dated October 7, 2015, and recorded at the Cumberland County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 32698, on Page 246.  The parcel is comprised of two (2) land 
areas owned by the Northern New England Conference of Seventh Day Adventists, Inc., 
and referenced by a deed dated June 6, 2002, and recorded at the Cumberland County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 17729, on Page 129; and the Maine Conference Association 
of Seventh Day Adventists, Inc., and referenced by a deed dated April 1, 1996, and 
recorded at the Cumberland County Registry of Deeds in Book 12431, on Page 332, 
respectively.  The Gathering Place and the Northern New England Conference of 
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Seventh-Day Adventists, Inc. (f/k/a/ Maine Conference of Seventh-Day Adventists, Inc.) 
entered into a forty (40) year lease, which commenced on January 7, 2015, with one (1) 
extension of twenty (20) years on October 7, 2015.  Further, the applicant provided a 
letter of authorization from the owner to allow the proposed activity.  A copy of the right, 
title and interest documentation is included in the application. The Committee finds that 
the provisions of Section 411.21 are satisfied. 
 
411.22 Payment of Application Fees 
The Minor Project Development Review fees are paid in the full amount. The Committee 
finds that the provisions of Section 411.22 are not applicable. 
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DRAFT MOTIONS 

CASE #16-002 
 

Motion 1: That the Final Plan is deemed complete. 
 
Motion 2: That the Final Plan is approved with the following conditions: 
 

1. That the Board’s review and approval does hereby refer to these findings of fact, 
the plans and materials submitted by the applicant and the written and oral 
comments of the applicant, his representatives, reviewing officials, and members 
of the public as reflected in the public record. Any changes to the approved plan 
not called for in these conditions of approval or otherwise approved by the 
Director of Planning and Development as a minor modification shall require a 
review and approval in accordance with the Brunswick Zoning Ordinance. 
 

2. That any written approval for water service from the Brunswick and Topsham 
Water District (BTWD) is provided to the Director of Planning and Development.  

 
3. That evidence of financial capacity is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the 

Director of Planning and Development prior to the issuance of a building permit. 
 

4. That the operation of all construction, drilling and demolition tools is limited to 
the standard hours of construction in accordance with Section 524.1. 
 

 
  



































































Landscaping Plan 
The Gathering Place 
Brunswick, Maine 

The primary goal of the vegetation plan is to ensure the site conforms to the general 
aesthetic of the existing neighbors and to provide pleasing landscaping that will endure over 
the long term in all seasons. Minimal new landscaping vegetation will be required to 
finalize the site surrounding the new building. Existing maple and oak trees located on the 
south and west sides of the site will be preserved. Should these trees be damaged or 
destroyed, they will be replanted with like species in 10-gallon pots. 

Existing asphalt will be extended to the edges of the foundation on the north and west sides 
of the building. Areas on the southwest, south, and east sides of the building currently 
covered with grassy surfaces will be covered with 6 inches of loam into which 1 inch of 
compost has been turned and seeded with high-traffic grass seed. The seed mixture will be 
comprised of 40% creeping red fescue, 10% Southport chewing fescue, 30% perennial rye 
grass, and 20% Kenblue Kentucky bluegrass.  

A flower bed will be maintained on the south end of the west side of the building and 
planted with a selection of Hemerocallis (daylily) varieties selected for season-long 
blooming. The plants will be installed on 24-inch centers throughout the bed. 
Approximately 15 8-inch diameter plant sets will be installed. Once planted, the bed will be 
mulched with 2-4 inches of dark brown mulch. 

One 35.5-inch tall by 4-foot long steel outdoor bench (Bench Factory “Divinity” or equal) 
will be installed on the north side of the vestibule to accommodate foot traffic into the area. 
A second bench will be installed on the north side of the existing maple at the edge of the 
existing paved surface away from the the south side of the vestibule. These are proposed in 
lieu of a bicycle rack because the guests of the Gathering Place primarily move about on 
foot. 

























 

 

Parking Analysis 
The Gathering Place 

Brunswick, Maine 
 
The proposed Gathering Place building is a 2,175 square foot single floor building to 
replace an existing building located on leased land that comprises the rear of Map U-16, 
Lot 91.The proposed building will be located adjacent to and behind the 2,950 square 
foot Church of the Seventh-Day Adventist (the “Church”) building located at the front of 
Lot 91 facing Union Street. The total square footage of the buildings on Lot 91 is 5,125 
square feet. The Gathering Place is generally in use weekdays from 8AM through 3PM, 
and the Church building is used intermittently except for Wednesday when it is used all 
day as a clothing bank. This use pattern is consistent with current practices which have 
been in place for a number of years. In other words, The Gathering Place will merely 
move its activities from the Church’s front building to the rear of Lot 91.  Parking for the 
combined activities of the Church and The Gathering Place has historically been 
adequate and is not anticipated to change. 
 
A shared parking agreement dated February 1, 2003 between Weedco (U 16, Lot 86), 
the Church (U 16, Lot 91), and the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program (U 16, Lot 
90) benefits these lots. A copy of that agreement is on file with and approved by the 
Brunswick Planning Office as of April 10, 2003. Under the agreement, each party has a 
number of designated parking spaces, with the Church having 11 spaces.  The 
agreement allows for use of most of the parking spaces on these three tax lots by any 
party during the day.   Parking under this agreement has operated smoothly for many 
years, with The Gathering Place as a part of the Church lot participating in this 
operation since 2011.  The fact that The Gathering Place is moving its existing activities 
from one building on the Church lot to the back of that lot will not change the parking 
needs or activity.  The Church lot and the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program have 
worked together successfully for years on use of their respective lots.    
 
The Gathering Place has one supervisor and one volunteer present at all times of 
operation.  Other volunteers are present at various times depending upon the need. 
Volunteers and supervisors typically carpool and park at the Church building or in the 
neighborhood. It is not unusual to have 3 parking spaces occupied by The Gathering 
Place during its operations. The Church usually has up to 8 volunteers on site when the 
clothing bank is open, usually on Wednesdays. Because those volunteers typically 
carpool, only 6 spaces are normally used. It is unusual for the Church and The 
Gathering Place together to use the Church’s 11 spaces all day long under the joint 
parking agreement. 
 
Public parking is available in the lot located on the west side of Union Street northeast 
of the Town Office. Additional public parking is located in the lot located on the north 
side of Station Avenue north of the Town Office. These lots are 440 feet and 375 feet 
respectively by foot to the Church lot. The Brunswick Explorer bus stop in front of the 
Hannaford Grocery Store is 575 feet  by foot from the Church lot. All of the pedestrian 
passage from these locations is on level sidewalks in good condition. 



 

 

 
Section 512 of the Town Ordinance sets out the requirements for parking and Section 
512.2.A in particular governs this project. The Gathering Place provides service to 
homeless and economically disadvantaged people, most of whom do not drive to the 
Church lot or the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program lot, the two lots functioning as 
a campus for their similar and complementary day center activities. Since this  clientele 
group does not typically drive, The Gathering Place activities do not seem to fit easily 
into the parking criteria of 512.2.A Provisional Parking Standards.  It appears that 
Section 512.A.6 would apply best, being uses “appropriate to the circumstances”, i.e., 
pedestrian traffic.   
 
If one were to literally apply Section 512.2.A.5 covering places of assembly to the 
Church lot (the Church and The Gathering Place combined uses of Lot 91), the parking 
requirements would be 13 spaces. The Brunswick ordinance assumes vehicular uses, 
as do many municipal ordinances.  However,  most Gathering Place guests do not own 
or drive cars.  There is demonstrated adequate parking on site.  There is nearby parking 
and available public transportation.  
 
Accordingly, The Gathering Place suggests that Section 512.2.A.5 should not be strictly 
applied.  The ordinance makes allowance for other approaches to parking, such as 
Section 512.2.B covering shared parking where individuals use multiple parcels (in this 
case the Church lot and the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention lot).  And under Planning 
Board proceedings, the Town can consider shared parking under Section 512.6.A. 
Viewed as a whole, these sections support our belief that the 11 Church spaces in the 
joint parking agreement, the allowed use of other spaces under that agreement, and 
nearby community parking are adequate to support the existing number of parking 
spaces. 
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Julie Erdman

From: Jared Woolston
Sent: Monday, February 29, 2016 10:36 AM
To: 'd baer'
Cc: Hope Hilton; Edward Bradley
Subject: RE: The Gathering Place: Water and sewer utilities

Dana:  Thanks for following up to our conversation last Friday.  I will include this new information in your client's draft 
findings of fact for the Minor Development Review. Please email the sewer connection permit for the record as soon as 
practicable.   
 
Jared Woolston 
Planner 
Town of Brunswick 
85 Union Street 
Brunswick, ME  04011 
  
(207) 725‐6660, ext. 4022 (v) 
(207) 725‐6663 (f) 
jwoolston@brunswickme.org  
www.brunswickme.org  
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: d baer [mailto:baerdana@msn.com]  
Sent: Monday, February 29, 2016 10:18 AM 
To: Jared Woolston 
Cc: Hope Hilton; Edward Bradley 
Subject: The Gathering Place: Water and sewer utilities 
 
Jared, 
 
This is in response to your question about the pending water and sewer service connections to the Gathering Place 
building.  
 
We have the sewer connection permit in hand. 
 
We have discussed the water service with the Brunswick and Topsham Water District (B&TWD). The building we plan to 
demolish and the church building currently occupied by the clothing bank share a common water service line. That 
service line runs from a private 2‐inch "main" not owned by the B&TWD. Discussions are currently underway between 
the Seventh Day Adventist Church and the Gathering Place about continuing with a joint service or separateing the 
service.  
 
If we continue with a shared service, the B&TWD has indicated we can do this without their involvement by simply re‐
connecting the new building to the existing service line. If we separate the services, we will need to run a new service 
line or lines from the B&TWD main on the west side of Union Street. To do that we will need the connection permit from 
them and the appropriate permits from the Town. In either case the B&TWD will require an inspection prior to 
connection. 
 



2

On Wednesday afternoon March 2 the executive committee of the Gathering Place has a meeting scheduled and the 
issue of separating the services is on the agenda. Pending that decision, I will prepare the appropriate applications with 
the B&TWD and confirm that with you. 
 
Dana Baer 
The Gathering Place 
207‐319‐4992 
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Julie Erdman

From: Hope Hilton <hope.hilton@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2016 9:57 AM
To: Jared Woolston; baerdana@msn.com
Cc: Anna Breinich
Subject: Re: FW: The Gathering Place

Jared: Dana is away until sometime tomorrow, hence my reply. We don't have a problem with the bicycle rack and can 
include it in our application in a location to be determined by Dana who is doing all the site work. Will this statement 
suffice until Dana returns and can address a specific location? I would prefer not to hold up the project. 
Thank you all for your review and assistance on this project. 
Hope 
 
On 2/19/2016 8:47 AM, Jared Woolston wrote: 
> Hope and Dana:  The Brunswick Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BBPAC) reviewed The Gathering Place's 
minor development review proposal (Case #16‐002) at their meeting last night.  Please find the review correspondence 
from co‐chair, Will Wilkoff on behalf of the BBPAC. 
> 
> Please respond accordingly to me as soon as practicable, and if necessary, I will coordinate a response to the BBPAC.  I 
am in the office today if you want to call with questions. 
> 
> Jared Woolston 
> Planner 
> Town of Brunswick 
> 85 Union Street 
> Brunswick, ME  04011 
>    
> (207) 725‐6660, ext. 4022 (v) 
> (207) 725‐6663 (f) 
> jwoolston@brunswickme.org 
> www.brunswickme.org 
> 
> 
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: William Wilkoff [mailto:wwilkoff@gwi.net] 
> Sent: Friday, February 19, 2016 10:48 AM 
> To: Jared Woolston 
> Cc: Rich Cromwell; John Blood; Kathy Wilson; Steve Cohen; Ben Walsh 
> Subject: The Gathering Place 
> 
>   At our meeting Thursday February 18, 2016 the Brunswick Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee reviewed 
the site plan of the proposed The Gathering Place project.  It was the unanimous conclusion of the members present 
that project should include a small bicycle rack that could accommodate two or three bicycles.  While it may be that the 
current client population does not include regular bicycle riders there are several factors that must be considered.  First 
is the employees and volunteers of the facility.  Were I to decide to volunteer where would I park my bicycle?  Would I 
lean it against the building?  Or risk damaging the shrubbery by leaning it against a bush?  The number of community 
members who bicycle to commute and shop short distances is growing and must be kept in mind. 
>   Second, the population served by the Gathering Place is one that could benefit from the option of a low cost 
transportation a bicycle offers.  It may be that at some time in the future the facility considers a bicycle sharing 
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arrangement in which recycled bicycles are made available to the clients.  Finally, if the modest cost of providing a small 
bicycle rack challenges the projects budget, members of our Committee would be happy to suggest a variety of low cost 
or no cost options for obtaining the rack. 
> 
> Thank you for your consideration, 
> 
> Will Wilkoff 
> 
> Co‐chair  Brunswick Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
 
‐‐ 
hope hilton, esq. 
p.o. box 239 harpswell me 04079‐0239 
207.833.6196 
 



1

Julie Erdman

From: d baer <baerdana@msn.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 6:40 PM
To: Jared Woolston
Cc: Edward Bradley; hope.hilton@gmail.com
Subject: The Gathering Place - Case : Parking analysis and bike rack detail
Attachments: TGP Parking Analysis 02-24-16.pdf; Bike rack submittal.pdf

Jared,  
 
Attached is the parking analysis for the proposed project and a detail sheet of the bike rack we are proposing. 
If we can find a better deal on the rack we will do so but this is the type of hardware we propose. 
 
Hope Hilton and I will be at the staff review meeting on Wednesday March 2 at 10A. See you then. Thank you 
for everything to date. 
 
Dana Baer 
The Gathering Place 
207‐319‐4992 























MINOR DEVELOPMENT REVIEW MEMORANDUM 

Town of Brunswick 

Department of Planning and Development 

 

 

DATE:     February 16, 2016 
 
TO:    Dana Baer and Hope Hilton, The Gathering Place  
FROM:    Jared Woolston, Brunswick Planner 
SUBJECT:   Finding of Preliminary Completeness for The Gathering Place, Case #16‐002 
 

 

The pending Minor Development Review application for The Gathering Place (TGP) is referenced by the 

Town of Brunswick’s Planning and Development Office as Case #16‐002.  The application was received 

on February 10, 2016, and was determined to be complete in accordance with Section 405 of the Zoning 

Ordinance on February 16, 2016.   

The application includes a request for a waiver from the required Class A high intensity soil survey, and 

associated justification within item, “2” in correspondence dated February 10, 2016 between Dana Baer 

and Hope Hilton, and Jared Woolston.  The requested waiver will be recommended for acceptance by 

the Staff Review Committee (SRC) pursuant to Brunswick’s Zoning Ordinance at Section 410.1(C).   

Please provide ten (10) copies of the application by Monday, February 15, 2016.  At least three (3) sets 

of final plans must be submitted to a standard engineering scale at a size not to exceed 24”x36”.   

Reduced size plans may accompany the required copies of the application provided the plans remain 

legible.  Reduced size plans are typically provided at an 11”x17” size.  

The SRC is scheduled to review and take action on this proposal on Wednesday, March 2, 2016 at 10:00 

AM in Room 206 of the Brunswick Town Hall (85 Union Street, Brunswick, Maine 04011).     

This proposal may be reviewed by representatives of Brunswick’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 

Committee (BBPAC) prior to the SRC meeting date.  Please contact me with any questions or comments 

you may have by phone at (207) 725‐6660 x4022 or by email at jwoolston@brunswickme.org.  
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