Town of Brunswick
Minutes of the Recycling and Sustainability Committee

Regular Meeting May 26, 2016

Present: Mike Wilson (Chair), Punnie Edgerton, Caron Grich, Ben Martens, Jay Astle (Town Staff Liaison)
Guests: Marianne Haughwout, Averil Fessenden

Meeting called to order at 7:40.

Established we did not have a quorum

Jay Astle, new town liaison (Parks and Recreation), introduced himself and gave us a quick summary of
his background and qualifications. Jay is from Yarmouth, ME. Especially relevant to the Recycling and
Sustainability Committee is Jay’s extensive experience working for the recycling program in Cambridge,
MA. Jay also brings sustainability experience to us, having worked most recently for the Georges River
Land Trust in Rockland, ME.

In accordance with Town Council policy, formally conveyed to Mike by Council Chair and BRSC Council
Liaison Sarah Brayman, future committee meetings will be televised. Accordingly, all future meetings
will be held in Room 206 at Town Hall. This is one of two town facilities with filming capability. The
meetings will not be televised live but viewing will be available through the archive on the website of
Channel Three, the Town’s public access channel.

Punnie reported a phone conversation with Sarah Brayman regarding next steps for proceeding with a
town ordinance to put a fee on single use bags. Sarah requested the following:

1. Recycling Committee would vote on whether or not to continue with the process of passing a bag
ordinance.

2. The committee would review the language that has been prepared by Bring Your Own Bag (BYOB).
(Note: this language is a compilation from the Portland and South Portland ordinances, input from the
Natural Resources Council of Maine, and modifications to adapt the ordinance for Brunswick.)

Because we did not have a quorum, the committee could not take an official vote. Those present
discussed the language in the proposed ordinance and offered comments and suggestions

Punnie also presented a draft structure for the ultimate presentation to the town council. Ben Martens
volunteered to present the Environmental section. The committee is looking for additional presenters.

Sarah Brayman stopped in after the conclusion of the Town Council budget meeting. She now has a copy
of the proposed ordinance. She will proceed (without the committee vote) to find a place on the agenda
for the next phase of the bag ordinance. It would appear that Sarah will request a workshop for the
town council. This would occur before the committee makes an official presentation for the bag
ordinance. There is no concrete timeline at this time.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20.



