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August 12, 2016 
 
Catherine Ferdinand 
Government Relations and Land Use Specialist 
Treasurer’s Office 
Bowdoin College 
5600 College Station 
Brunswick, ME 04011-8447 
 
Dear Ms. Ferdinand: 
 
Thank you for the information relating to the Aaron Dunning House at 15 Bath Road, 
Brunswick that is owned by Bowdoin College, which is requesting that others move the 
building or it be demolished. I appreciate your seeking Maine Preservation’s input. 
 
The house appears to be a late Federal-style house of the late 1820’s to mid-1830’s. It is 
a contributing building to the Federal Street National Register Historic District. It is a 
simple structure, inside and out, based on the photographs we have seen and not a major 
landmark element of the district. The report from Becker Structural Engineers notes that 
it is under-structured particularly its roof rafters and some floor supports, and has a 
pronounced sag in the roof ridgeline. Reports also indicate that it has had some 
unattended roof leaks of at least medium duration as well as contamination from 
unattended cats and accumulated mold growth.  
 
Given its level of significance, structural evaluation and state of condition, Maine 
Preservation does not object to the offer of Bowdoin College to have a third party move 
the structure. Given these characteristics, we understand that the college does not wish 
to expend its resources on either rehabilitation or moving this building for others. If no 
party comes forward, we hope the college will note the significant features enumerated 
by Kirk Mohney, Director of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Greg Paxton 
Executive Director 


