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BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes 
August 15, 2016 

6:00 P.M. – Executive Session 
7:00 P.M. – Regular Meeting 

Council Chambers 
 
Councilors Present: W. David Watson, Stephen S. Walker, Suzan Wilson, John M. 

Perreault, Daniel E. Harris,  Sarah E. Brayman, Kathy Wilson and 
Alison Harris 

 
Councilors Absent: Jane F. Millett 
 
Town Staff Present: John S. Eldridge, III, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; Derek 

Scrapchansky, Assistant Town Manager; Anna Breinich, Director of 
Planning and Development; Julia Henze, Finance Director; John Foster, 
Public Works Director; Linda Smith, Business Development Manager; 
Jared Woolston, Town Planner; and TV video crew 

 
Chair Brayman called the meeting to order, asked for roll call, and acknowledged the meeting 
was properly noticed.   
 
Executive Session:  [1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(C)] Disposition of real property, [1 M.R.S.A. 
§405(6)(D)] Labor negotiations, and [1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(E)] Consultation with legal 
counsel 
 
Chair Brayman moved, Councilor Perreault seconded, to go into executive session to 
discuss disposition of real property per 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(C), labor negotiations per 1 
M.R.S.A. §405(6)(D) and have a consultation with legal counsel per 1 M.R.S.A. 
§405(6)(E).  The motion carried with seven (7) yeas.  Councilor S. Wilson was opposed. 
 
Meeting Resumes: 
 
Chair Brayman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Adjustments to Agenda 
 
To move item 97 immediately after the Manager’s Report. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  (This item was discussed at 7:01 p.m.)   

a) Approval of the minutes of August 1, 2016 
 
Councilor A. Harris moved, Councilor Walker seconded, to approve the minutes of 
August 1, 2016, with the correction to the Brunswick-Topsham Bridge Design Advisory 
Committee name and removing Chair Brayman’s name from the beginning of meeting 
and adding Councilor Walker as opening the meeting.  The motion carried with six (6) 
yeas. Councilor D. Harris and Chair Brayman abstained as they were not at the 
meeting. 
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Public Comments  (This item was discussed at 7:03 p.m.) 
 
Joe Donahue, American Legion, invited the Town staff and Council to a fundraiser for Travis 
Mills.  It will be a dinner on September 10th from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  He also reminded 
the public of the 911 ceremony on the Mall. 
 
Correspondence  (This item was discussed at 7:11 p.m.)  
 
Councilor K. Wilson was contacted by a person concerned about vacancies in the police 
department and hopes the openings can be filled quickly. 
 
Councilor A. Harris reminded citizens of the Brunswick Outdoors Arts Festival.  A citizen 
had indicated it would be nice to plan an event for May 3, 2017 which will the three hundred 
year anniversary of a Massachusetts General Court vote making Brunswick a township. 
 
Councilor Walker said a citizen has requested that recycling bins be placed in the downtown. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  (This item was discussed at 7:15 p.m.) 

 Human Rights Task Force 
 Teen Center Advisory Committee 

 
Reports were given on the above committees. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
a) Financial update (This item was discussed at 7:15 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge provided this update. 
 
b) Revaluation update (This item was discussed at 7:16 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge provided this update and responded to questions from Councilor Watson 
and Councilor S. Wilson. 
 
c) Reminder on nomination papers for Council and School Board  (This item was 

discussed at 7:18 p.m.) 
 
Fran Smith, Town Clerk, provided this reminder. 
 
d) Special Permit Approval for Crystal Spring Community Solar Farm  (This item was 

discussed at 7:21 p.m.) 
 
Jared Woolston, Town Planner, made a presentation and responded to questions from Chair 
Brayman, Councilor D. Harris, and Councilor Watson. 
 
Steve Weems, 44 Thompson Street, manager of the project, spoke regarding this item and 
responded to questions from Councilor Perreault and Councilor Watson. 
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Linda Smith, Business Development Manager, spoke regarding this item. 
 
(Copies of the memo and the Special Permit will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
e) Brunswick-Topsham Design Advisory Committee for the Frank J. Wood Bridge 

(This item was discussed at 7:32 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge spoke regarding this item, and responded to questions from Councilor 
Watson and Councilor Perreault. 
 
Councilor S. Wilson spoke regarding this item. 
 
(A copy of Topsham’s letter of thanks will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
f) Report on the State law regarding shooting ranges (This item was discussed at 7:38 

p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge provided this report. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
92. The Town Council will hear public comments on a special amusement license 

application, and will take any appropriate action.  (Manager)  (This item was 
discussed at 8:05 p.m.) 
 
Special Amusement 
Byrnes Irish Pub LLC      Joseph Byrnes 
D/B/A: Byrnes Irish Pub 
16 Station Avenue 

 
Chair Brayman opened the public hearing. 
 
Fran Smith, Town Clerk, spoke regarding this item. 
 
Chair Brayman closed the public hearing. 
 
Councilor Perreault moved, Councilor Walker seconded, to approve a special 
amusement license application for Byrnes Irish Pub, located at 16 Station Avenue.  The 
motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
93. The Town Council will hear public comments on amendments to the Municipal 

Code of Ordinance Chapter 16 “Utilities” regarding increasing existing Mere 
Point Wastewater District fees, and to the Sewage Treatment rates within 
Appendix B, Master Schedule of Revenues, Charges, Fees and Fines, and will 
take any appropriate action.  (Manager)  (This item was discussed at 8:05 p.m.) 
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Chair Brayman opened the public hearing. 
 
Manager Eldridge introduced this item and responded questions from Councilor Watson. 
 
Chair Brayman closed the public hearing. 
 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor K. Wilson seconded, to suspend the Council Rules 
to allow the Council to vote on this item at this meeting.  The motion carried with seven 
(7) yeas.  Councilor Perreault was opposed. 
 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor S. Wilson seconded, to adopt amendments to the 
Municipal Code of Ordinance Chapter 16 “Utilities” regarding increasing existing Mere 
Point Wastewater District fees and to list the Sewage Treatment rates within Appendix 
B, Master Schedule of Revenues, Charges, Fees and Fines.  The motion carried with 
eight (8) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the adopted ordinance changes will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
94. The Town Council will consider adopting amendments to the Municipal Code of 

Ordinance Chapter 9 “Human Services” regarding increasing Emergency 
Medical Service fees and to the Appendix B, Master Schedule of Revenues, 
Charges, Fees and Fines, and will take any appropriate action. (Manager)  (This 
item was discussed at 8:15 p.m.)  

 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor S. Wilson seconded, to adopt amendments to the 
Municipal Code of Ordinance Chapter 9 “Human Services” regarding increasing 
Emergency Medical Service fees, and to the Appendix B, Master Schedule of Revenues, 
Charges, Fees and Fines.  The motion carried with six (6) yeas.  Councilor Watson and 
Chair Brayman were opposed. 
 
(A copy of the adopted ordinance changes will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
95. The Town Council will consider adoption of a “Complete Streets” policy for the 

Town of Brunswick and take any appropriate action. (Manager) (This item was 
discussed at 8:16 p.m.) 

 
Manager Eldridge introduced this item. 
 
Will Wilkoff, Chair of Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, spoke regarding this 
item and responded to questions from Chair Brayman, Councilor Walker, and Councilor 
Perreault.  
 
Manager Eldridge responded to questions from Councilor D. Harris and Councilor Watson.  
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Councilor K. Wilson moved, Councilor Walker seconded, to adopt the “Complete 
Streets” policy for the Town of Brunswick.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the adopted Complete Streets policy will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
96. The Town Council will consider accepting a report from the Human Rights Task 

Force, and will take any appropriate action.  (Chair Brayman, Councilor K. 
Wilson and Councilor Millett) (This item was discussed at 8:29 p.m.) 

 
Chair Brayman presented this report. 
 
Councilor K. Wilson spoke regarding this item. 
 
Richard Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street, spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor K. Wilson moved, Councilor Walker seconded, to accept the report from the 
Human Rights Task Force and to authorize them to continue to meet until the end of 
2016.   
 
Councilor Watson, Councilor Walker, and Councilor S. Wilson spoke regarding the motion. 
 
Councilor K. Wilson moved, Councilor Walker seconded, to accept the report from the 
Human Rights Task Force and to authorize them to continue to meet until the end of 
2016.  The motion carried with seven (7) yeas.  Councilor Watson was opposed. 
 
(A copy of the report will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
97. The Town Council will consider accepting bids on tax acquired properties, and 

will take any appropriate action.  (Manager)  (This item was discussed at 7:39 
p.m.) 

 
This item was done after the Manager’s Report. 
 
Manager Eldridge introduced this item and responded to questions from Councilor Perreault. 
 
Bruce Libby, owner of 16 Jordan Avenue, spoke regarding this item.  He responded to 
questions from Chair Brayman.  
 
Councilor K. Wilson, Councilor D. Harris, Chair Brayman, Councilor A. Harris, Councilor S. 
Wilson, and Councilor Perreault spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Perreault moved, Councilor Walker seconded, to accept a bid for 16 Jordan 
Avenue in the amount of $57,000 for the property known as Parcel 046-012.  The motion 
carried with eight (8) yeas. 
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Councilor S. Wilson moved, Councilor Perreault seconded, to accept a bid for 403 Bath 
Road in the amount of $15,500 for the property known as Parcel U08-63.  The motion 
carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
(A copy of a memo from Finance Director will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Councilor Watson moved, Chair Brayman seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE ACTION MINUTES.  THE ENTIRE 
MEETING CAN BE VIEWED AT WWW.BRUNSWICKME.ORG.  
 
 
 
 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
August 22, 2016 
 

September 6, 2016 
Date of Approval 

 

___________________________ 
Council Chair 

 


