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BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes 
September 19, 2016 

6:00 P.M. – Executive Session 
7:00 P.M. – Regular Meeting 

Council Chambers 
Town Hall 

85 Union Street 
 
Councilors Present: W. David Watson, Stephen S. Walker, Suzan Wilson, John M. 

Perreault, Daniel E. Harris, Jane F. Millett, Sarah E. Brayman, Kathy 
Wilson and Alison Harris 

 
Councilors Absent: None 
 
Town Staff Present: John S. Eldridge, III, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; Derek 

Scrapchansky, Assistant Town Manager; Julia Henze, Finance 
Director; Tom Farrell, Parks and Recreation Director; Linda Smith, 
Business Development Manager; Anna Breinich, Director of Planning 
and Development; Jared Woolston, Town Planner; and TV video crew. 

 
Chair Brayman called the meeting to order, asked for roll call, and acknowledged the 
meeting was properly noticed.   
 
Executive Session:  [1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(C)] Disposition of Property and [1 M.R.S.A. 
§405(6)(E)] Consultation with legal counsel on rights and duties 
 
Chair Brayman moved, Councilor Millett seconded, to go into executive session for 
disposition of property per 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(C) and consultation with legal counsel 
on rights and duties 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(E).  The motion carried with six (6) yeas.  
Councilor S. Wilson, Councilor K. Wilson and Councilor A. Harris were opposed. 
 
Adjustments to Agenda:   
 
To move Item 104 before Item 98.  To add an executive session at the end of the meeting to 
discuss union negotiations. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (This item was discussed at 7:03 p.m.) 
a) Approval of the minutes of September 6, 2016 
b) Selection of MMA Voting Delegation for Annual Meeting 
c) Safety Committee / MMA Fall Safety Grant   
 
Chair Brayman pulled item CA-b from the consent agenda. 
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Councilor Perreault moved, Councilor Millett seconded, to approve items a and c of the 
Consent Agenda.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Chair Brayman moved, Councilor K. Wilson seconded, to nominate Councilor K. 
Wilson as the MMA Delegate to its convention.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of a memo for Item CA-c will be attached to the official minutes.)  
 
Public Comments (This item was discussed at 7:05 p.m.) 
 
Joe Donahue, American Legion, presented the Council with a Blue Star Banner to be flown 
on the town hall flag pole, and a Certificate of Accommodation. 
 
James Trusiani, 6 Pleasant Street, asked if there would be public comments on item 98, and 
Chair Brayman responded “no”.   
 
Correspondence (This item was discussed at 7:12 p.m.) 
 
Councilor Perreault said citizens expressed concerns about the old Puffin Stop on Bath Road 
that has tarps coming off and they hope the area can be cleaned up.  He received about ten 
comments regarding concerns over shooting ranges. 
 
Councilor Millett said a resident sent an email regarding the browntail moth issue and asked 
what could be done next year. The library is having a presentation on September 28th on this 
subject. 
 
Councilor K. Wilson said there is a road sign that needs trimming around between Pleasant 
Hill Road and Maine Street. 
 
Councilor Walker thanked the Police and Fire Departments for their quick response to a fire 
on his street. 
 
Chair Brayman said a citizen requested improving crosswalks in the downtown area with 
cross hatching. 
 
Councilor Perreault said a citizen requested a crosswalk at the end of Weymouth Street and 
Bodwell Street. 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS (This item was discussed at 7:18 p.m.) 

 Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
 Brunswick Development Corporation 
 Cable TV Committee 
 Finance Committee 
 TIF Committee 
 Teen Center Advisory Committee 
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Reports were given on the above committees. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
a) Recognition of Emily Swan for her service on Village Review Board (This item was 

discussed at 7:28 p.m.) 
 
Anna Breinich and Gary Massanek, Chair of VRB, spoke of Ms. Swan’s accomplishments 
while on the board. 
 
Emily Swan thanked staff, VRB and the Council. 
 
b) Growstown Historic Community Celebration (Councilor S. Wilson) (This item was 

discussed at 7:34 p.m.) 
 
Councilor S. Wilson introduced this item. 
 
Cathy Leonard, Millie Stewart, and Carol Visser, committee members, spoke regarding 
the upcoming celebration.   
 
Councilor K. Wilson and Councilor Watson spoke on this item. 
 
c) Financial update (This item was discussed at 7:47 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge provided this update. 
 
d) Revaluation update (This item was discussed at 7:48 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge provided this update. 
 
(A memo from Assessor Cathy Jamison will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
e) Report on the Portland Metro (This item was discussed at 7:49 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge spoke regarding this item and responded to questions from Councilor 
Perreault, Chair Brayman, Councilor Millett, Councilor Walker, Councilor A. Harris, and 
Councilor K. Wilson. 
 
Councilor S. Wilson spoke regarding this item. 
 
(A memo from Manager Eldridge and information on the service will be attached to the 
official minutes.) 
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f) Reminder of Council workshop regarding plastic bag ordinance (This item was 

discussed at 7:55 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge spoke regarding this item. 
 
g) Reminder of upcoming polystyrene ban (This item was discussed at 7:56 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge spoke regarding this item and responded to questions from Chair 
Brayman. 
 
h) (ADDED) Hazardous waste day at Public Works Department (This item was 

discussed at 7:58 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge spoke regarding this item. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
103. The Town Council will hear public comments on a renewal special amusement 

application, and will take any appropriate action.  (Manager) (This item was 
discussed at 8:00 p.m.) 

 
Special Amusement 
Frontier Group     Michael Gilroy 
D/B/A: Frontier  

 14 Maine Street 
 
Chair Brayman opened the public hearing. 
 
Fran Smith, Town Clerk, spoke regarding this item. 
 
Chair Brayman closed public hearing. 
 
Councilor Perreault moved, Councilor K. Wilson seconded, to approve a special 
amusement license for Frontier, located at 14 Maine Street.  The motion carried with 
nine (9) yeas. 
 
TABLED ITEM 
 
98. The Town Council will hear recommendations from various town 

committee/boards regarding 946 Mere Point Road being retained by the town, 
and will take any appropriate action. (Manager) (This item was discussed at 8:21 
p.m.) 

 
Manager Eldridge introduced this item and responded to questions from Councilor Walker, 
Chair Brayman, Councilor Millett, Councilor S. Wilson, and Councilor D. Harris. 
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There was a 10 minute break. 
 
Chair Brayman spoke regarding the decision-making process. 
 
Councilor A. Harris spoke regarding this item. 
 
MOTION: 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor D. Harris seconded, to retain 946 Mere Point 
Road in town ownership, and to establish an inclusive stakeholder group (including 
neighbors, committee representatives, citizens at large) to identify park designs and 
uses compatible with the neighborhood, and to identify funding sources necessary for 
one time site improvement cost, and longer term stewardship needs.  If a compatible 
design cannot be devised, or if funding needs cannot be met, or if a better less tidal site 
is identified, the Council may reconsider the sale of the property.  
 
Councilor Millett, Councilor S. Wilson, Councilor D. Harris, Councilor Walker, Councilor 
Perreault, Councilor K. Wilson, Councilor Watson, and Councilor A. Harris spoke regarding 
this motion. 
 
Councilor Perreault asked questions, to which Councilor Walker responded.   
 
Councilor Millett moved to the motion, but there was no second. 
 
Councilor S. Wilson and Chair Brayman made additional comments.  
 
VOTE ON MOTION: 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor D. Harris seconded, to retain 946 Mere Point 
Road in town ownership, and to establish an inclusive stakeholder group (including 
neighbors, committee representatives, citizens at large) to identify park designs and 
uses compatible with the neighborhood, and to identify funding sources necessary for 
one time site improvement cost, and longer term stewardship needs.  If a compatible 
design cannot be devised, or if funding needs cannot be met, or if a better less tidal site 
is identified, the Council may reconsider the sale of the property.  The motion failed 
with four (4) yeas.  Councilor Watson, Councilor S. Wilson, Councilor Perreault, 
Councilor K. Wilson, and Councilor A. Harris were opposed. 
 
SECOND MOTION: 
Councilor Perreault moved, Councilor S. Wilson seconded, to sell the property for 
market value, including deed restrictions for a grave and a walk-in right-of-way for 
shellfish harvesters. 
 
Councilor S. Wilson, Councilor Walker, Councilor A. Harris, and Chair Brayman spoke 
regarding this motion. 
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Councilor A. Harris asked questions, to which Manager Eldridge and Town Attorney 
Langsdorf responded. 
 
Restated motion: 
Councilor Perreault moved, Councilor S. Wilson seconded, to sell the property for 
market value, including deed restrictions for a grave and a walk-in right-of-way for 
shellfish harvesters. 
 
AMENDMENT TO MOTION 
Councilor K. Wilson moved, Councilor A. Harris seconded, to amend the motion to  
state “with the understanding that the Council will consider a walk-in right-of-way for 
shellfish harvesters.” The motion carried with five (5) yeas.  Councilor Walker, Chair 
Brayman, Councilor D. Harris, and Councilor Millett were opposed. 
 
VOTE ON MOTION AS AMENDED 
Councilor Perreault moved, Councilor S. Wilson seconded, to sell the property, 
including a deed restriction for a grave, and with the understanding that the Council 
will consider a walk-in right-way for shellfish harvesters.  The motion carried with five 
(5) yeas.  Councilor Walker, Chair Brayman, Councilor D. Harris, and Councilor 
Millett were opposed. 
 
ADDITIONAL MOTION 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor K. Wilson seconded, to have any funds from the 
sale proceeds go back to fund water access needs after back taxes are paid. 
 
Councilor S. Wilson, Councilor Perreault Councilor Watson, Councilor Millett, Councilor A. 
Harris, and Councilor Perreault spoke. 
 
VOTE ON THIS MOTION 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor K. Wilson seconded, to have any funds from the 
sale proceeds go back to fund water access needs after back taxes are paid.  The motion 
carried with six (6) yeas. Councilor Millett, Councilor K. Wilson, and Councilor A. 
Harris were opposed.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
104. The Town Council will consider adopting “A Resolution Authorizing an 

Appropriation and Grant of Available Tax Increment Financing Proceeds to the 
Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority”, and will take any appropriate 
action. (TIF Committee) (This item was discussed at 8:01 p.m.) 

 
This item was done prior to tabled item 98. 
 
Manager Eldridge introduced this item. 
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Jeff Jordan, Deputy Executive Director of MRRA, spoke regarding this item and responded 
to questions from Councilor Watson. 
 
James Trusiani, 6 Pleasant Street, spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Walker moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to adopt “A Resolution 
Authorizing an Appropriation and Grant of Available Tax Increment Financing 
Proceeds to the Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority”.  The motion carried 
with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the adopted resolution will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
105. The Town Council will consider adopting “A Resolution Authorizing an 

Appropriation of $50,000 from Available TIF Revenues for the Purpose of 
Funding Costs of the Study, Planning and Design of a New Road in the Cooks 
Corner area connecting Gurnet Road and Admiral Fitch Avenue” and will take 
any appropriate action. (TIF Committee) (This item was discussed at 10:07 p.m.)  

 
Manager Eldridge introduced this item. 
 
Councilor Perreault, Councilor Millett, and Councilor S. Wilson asked questions, to which 
Manager Eldridge and Linda Smith responded. 
 
Councilor D. Harris and Councilor Watson spoke regarding this item. 
 
Chair Brayman moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to adopt “A Resolution 
Authorizing an Appropriation of $50,000 from Available TIF Revenues for the Purpose 
of Funding Costs of the Study, Planning and Design of a New Road in the Cooks Corner 
area connecting Gurnet Road and Admiral Fitch Avenue”.  The motion carried with 
nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the adopted resolution will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
(ADDED) Executive Session:  [1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(D)] Labor Negotiations 
 
Chair Brayman moved, Councilor Watson seconded, to go into executive session to 
discuss Labor Negotiations per 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(D) and to adjourn the meeting after 
the executive session.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE ACTION MINUTES.  THE ENTIRE 
MEETING CAN BE VIEWED AT WWW.BRUNSWICKME.ORG.  
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Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
September 25, 2016 
 

October 3, 2016 
Date of Approval 

 

___________________________ 
Council Chair 


