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BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes 
October 3, 2016 

Executive Session – 6:00 P.M. 
Regular - 7:00 P.M. 
Council Chambers 

Town Hall 
85 Union Street 

 
Councilors Present: W. David Watson, Stephen S. Walker, Suzan Wilson, John M. Perreault, 

Daniel E. Harris, Jane F. Millett, Sarah E. Brayman, Kathy Wilson and 
Alison Harris 

 
Councilors Absent: None 
 
Town Staff Present: John S. Eldridge, III, Town Manager; Fran Smith, Town Clerk; Derek 

Scrapchansky, Assistant Town Manager; Julia Henze, Finance Director; 
Anna Breinich, Director of Planning and Development; Tom Farrell, 
Director of Parks and Recreation; Jay Astle, Parks and Recreation 
Facilities Manager; and TV video crew 

 
Chair Brayman called the meeting to order, asked for roll call, and acknowledged the meeting 
was properly noticed.   
 
Executive Session:  [1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(D)] Labor Negotiations 
 
Chair Brayman moved, Councilor Millett seconded, to go into executive session to discuss 
labor negotiations per 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(D).  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Meeting resumed 
 
Chair Brayman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Adjustments to Agenda 
 
There were no adjustments. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  (This item was discussed at 7:04 p.m.) 

a) Approval of the Minutes of September 19, 2016 
b) Appointment of Fran Smith as Warden and Elin Gould, Sara King, and Joe Zrioka 

as Deputy Wardens for the November 8, 2016 Election 
c) Approval of the Election Warrant for November 8, 2016  
d) Approval of an abatement of personal property taxes assessed to Stephanie 

Veilleux-Welch 
 
Chair Brayman requested that item CA-a be removed as she had a change to page 2 of the 
minutes. 
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Chair Brayman moved, Councilor Millett seconded, to approve the Consent Agenda items 
b, c and d.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Chair Sarah Brayman requested to change from “Councilor Suzan Wilson” to “Councilor 
Stephen Walker” on page two where he thanked the Police and Fire Departments. 
 
Councilor Jane Millett moved, Councilor Stephen Walker seconded, to approve CA-a with 
the above correction.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of item CA-c and CA-d materials will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
Public Comments  (This item was discussed at 7:06 p.m.) 
 
Richard Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street, spoke regarding what he feels is the taking of land from Mr. 
Nudd on 946 Mere Point Road.  The Town should give the property back to him after he pays the 
taxes and foreclosure costs. 
 
Correspondence  (This item was discussed at 7:10 p.m.) 
 
Councilor Jane Millett spoke regarding the youth homeless forum that she and other Councilors 
recently attended.  There will be another forum on October 20th at 6:00 p.m. at the Topsham 
Library. 
 
Councilor John Perreault said the Updegraph family wanted to thank Jay Astle and the Parks 
staff for the prompt removal of a dead tree.  He also mentioned the Brunswick football team is 
undefeated and has a game on Friday. 
 
Councilor Suzan Wilson reminded the public of the Grownstown School celebration on October 
8th with a bake sale and other scheduled events. 
 
Councilor Kathy Wilson reported on the browntail moth presentation at the library and how 
informative it was.  
 
Chair Sarah Brayman spoke regarding the opening of the new Gathering Place located behind 
Hannaford. 
 
Councilor Stephen Walker spoke regarding the great work done on the trails and dam 
replacement at the Kate Furbish preserve.  He clarified that he works for a land trust and is on the 
Board of Brunswick/Topsham Land trust, but he is not working with the land trusts on the 946 
Mere Point Road property.  He provided clarification to a comment from Reverend Fisco 
regarding land trusts.  He commented on an article in the newspaper from another town 
Councilor on conditions of town owned sites.  He read a letter from an educator stating that there 
are educational opportunities with recent grants received, and how the 946 Mere Point Road 
property could meet their needs for these educational programs. 
 
Councilor Kathy Wilson called for a point of order. 
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Councilor Suzan Wilson said that under the Council correspondence policy, a letter cannot be 
read unless it is first provided to the whole Council.  It would have been nice for all the Council 
to have the letter Councilor Stephen Walker just read.  She added there are many water sites that 
could be used for educational purposes. 
 
Councilor John Perreault had a meeting with a teacher leading that department to discuss 
constructing a building at the high school for this educational project. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  (This item was discussed at 7:28 p.m.) 

 Master Plan Implementation Committee 
 Recycling & Sustainability Committee 
 Rivers & Coastal Waters Commission 

 
Reports were provided on the above committees. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
a) Project Tracking Report  (This item was discussed at 7:31 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge provided this report. 
 
Chair Sarah Brayman thanked the Public Works department for the fixed culvert on River Road. 
 
Councilor Alison Harris spoke regarding this item. 
 
b) Reminder of Fire Department Open House (This item was discussed at 7:34 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge provided this reminder. 
 
c) Hazardous Waste Collection Day at Public Works Department  (This item was discussed 

at 7:36 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge provided this reminder. 
 
d) Reminder of absentee ballots availability (This item was discussed at 7:38 p.m.) 
 
Fran Smith, Town Clerk, provided this reminder. 
 
e) Update on landfill (This item was discussed at 7:39 p.m.) 
 
Manager Eldridge provided this update.  He responded to questions from Councilor Perreault and 
Councilor Watson.  
 
Councilor S. Wilson spoke regarding this item. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 
106. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following Automobile 

Graveyard and Junkyard application, and will take any appropriate action. 
(Manager) (This item was discussed at 7:54 p.m.) 
 
Shawn Letourneau 
D/B/A: Brunswick Auto Recycling, LLC    Shawn Letourneau 
117 Bath Road 

 
Chair Sarah Brayman opened the public hearing. 
 
Fran Smith, Town Clerk, spoke regarding this item and responded to questions from Councilor 
Stephen Walker. 
 
Chair Sarah Brayman closed the public hearing. 
 
Councilor Kathy Wilson moved, Councilor Stephen Walker seconded, to approve the 
application for Automobile Graveyard and Junkyard licenses for Brunswick Auto 
Recycling, LLC., located at 117 Bath Road.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
107. The Town Council will hear public comments on the following Special Amusement 

License application, and will take any appropriate action (Manager)  (This item was 
discussed at 7:59 p.m.) 

 
AKI Japanese Cuisine 
D/B/A AKI Japanese Cuisine   Tina Cigri, Luara Cigri and Valamin Ly 
94 Maine Street 

 
Chair Sarah Brayman opened the public hearing. 
 
Ms. Smith spoke regarding this item and responded to questions from Councilor Millett. 
 
Chair Sarah Brayman closed the public hearing. 
 
Councilor Jane Millett moved, Councilor Stephen Walker seconded, to approve a special 
amusement license application for AKI Japanese Cuisine, located at 94 Maine Street.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
108. The Town Council will consider a request from the Brunswick Sewer District to 

create a task force to consider possible Charter and ordinance changes or revisions 
to foster sewer extensions for growth and development.  (Manager)  (This item was 
discussed at 8:03 p.m.) 
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Leonard Blanchette, Sewer District, spoke regarding this item.  He responded to questions from 
Councilor John Perreault, Councilor Stephen Walker, Councilor Dan Harris, Manager Eldridge, 
and Chair Sarah Brayman. 
 
Councilor Jane Millett, Councilor Suzan Wilson, and Councilor John Perreault spoke regarding 
this item. 
 
Councilor Kathy Wilson moved, Councilor Jane Millett seconded, to create a task force 
involving District and Town personnel to consider Charter and ordinance changes in order 
to extend sewer within the growth zone.  The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the letter from the Sewer District will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
109. The Town Council will discuss the Browntail moth infestation and any possible 

interventions or preparations available to reduce the potential for another outbreak 
next spring, and will determine if future action is necessary.  (Manager)  (This item 
was discussed at 8:29 p.m.) 

 
Manager Eldridge spoke regarding this item and responded to questions from Councilor Jane 
Millett. 
 
Chair Sarah Brayman spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Kathy Wilson, Councilor Stephen Walker, Councilor Suzan Wilson, and Councilor 
David Watson spoke regarding this item. 
 
Derek Scrapchansky, Assistant Town Manager, spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Alison Harris asked a question, to which Councilor Stephen Walker responded. 
 
Richard Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street, spoke regarding this item. 
 
110. The Town Council will consider applying for the designation of Tree City USA and 

establishing a tree committee, and will take any appropriate action. (Chair 
Brayman)  (This item was discussed at 8:55 p.m.) 

 
Chair Brayman introduced this item. 
 
Jay Astle, Parks and Recreation Facilities Director, spoke regarding this item.  He responded to 
questions from Councilor Stephen Walker, Councilor John Perreault, and Councilor Jane Millett.  
 
Councilor Jane Millett, Councilor Stephen Walker, and Councilor Suzan Wilson spoke regarding 
this item. 
 
Mr. Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street, spoke regarding this item. 
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Wallace Pinfold, Village Improvement Association, spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Alison Harris spoke regarding this item. 
 
It was suggested to have this program reviewed by the Recreation Commission and have them 
report back to the Council next month.  
 
(A copy of information on this item will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
111. The Town Council will consider modifications to the Finance Committee Policy, as 

recommended by the Finance Committee.  (Finance Committee) (This item was 
discussed at 9:15 p.m.) 

 
Julie Henze, Finance Director, introduced this item. 
 
Chair Sarah Brayman asked a question, to which Councilor Alison Harris responded. 
 
Councilor Dan Harris, Councilor Suzan Wilson, Chair Sarah Brayman, and Councilor Kathy 
Wilson spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Dan Harris moved, Councilor Stephen Walker seconded, to send the issue back 
to the Finance Committee for further review and clarification regarding terms.  The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas.  
 
112. The Town Council will consider adopting an Investment Policy recommended by 

the Finance Committee.  (Finance Committee) (This item was discussed at 9:29 p.m.) 
 
Councilor Stephen Walker introduced this item. 
 
Ms. Henze spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Alison Harris spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Jane Millett moved, Councilor Stephen Walker seconded, to adopt the 
Investment Policy recommended by the Finance Committee.  The motion carried with nine 
(9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the adopted policy will be attached to the official minutes.) 
 
113. At this time the Appointments Committee will make nominations to fill vacancies on 

Town Boards and Committees, and will take any appropriate action.  
(Appointments Committee)  (This item was discussed at 9:33 p.m.) 
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Councilor Kathy Wilson made the following nominations based on the Appointment 
Committee’s report, but she noted there was a last minute resignation on the Village Review 
Board and the Committee wanted to nominate the following person for that vacancy: 
 
Village Review Board: 

 Laura Lienert – appointment as the citizen at large member for a term to expire on 
10/20/17 

 
The rest of the slate was as follows: 
 
Village Review Board: 

Gary Massanek – reappointment as the citizen at large for a three-year term to expire on 
10/20/2019 
Rebekah Beaulieu – appointment as the Pejepscot Historical Society member for a three 
year term to expire on 10/20/2019 
Claudia Knox – appointment as the District resident member for a three-year term to 
expire on 10/20/2019 

Water District Board: 
Claude Phillippon –reappointment for a three-year term to expire to 09/13/2019 

 
Councilor Jane Millett said she would like to change the nominations as follows: 
 
Village Review Board: 

 Laura Lienert – appointment as the District resident member for a three-year term to 
expire on 10/20/2019 

 Claudia Knox – appointment as the citizen at large member for balance of term to expire 
10/17/2017 

 
Chair Sarah Brayman asked a question, to which Councilor Kathy Wilson responded. 
 
Councilor Dan Harris and Councilor Stephen Walker spoke regarding this item.  
 
Michelle Small, Stanwood Street, spoke regarding this item. 
 
Since there were two nominations for the Village Review Board District member and citizen 
member, the Council first voted on the remaining slate. 
 
Village Review Board: 

 Gary Massanek – reappointment as the citizen at large for a three-year term to expire on 
10/20/2019 

 Rebekah Beaulieu – appointment as the Pejepscot Historical Society member for a three 
year term to expire on 10/20/2019 

Water District Board: 
 Claude Phillippon –reappointment for a three-year term to expire to 09/13/2019 
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The three above were appointed with nine (9) yeas. 
 
The Council next addressed the nomination for the District member and whether the new 
vacancy should be filled tonight or at a future meeting. 
 
Councilor Kathy Wilson, Councilor Dan Harris, Councilor Jane Millett, Councilor John 
Perreault, Chair Sarah Brayman, and Councilor Alison Harris spoke regarding the nominations 
and vacancy. 
 
Connie Lundquist, Longfellow Avenue, spoke regarding this nomination. 
 
Michelle Small, 34 Stanwood Street, spoke regarding this nomination. 
 
The Council voted on the District member: 

 Claudia Knox received votes from Councilor David Watson, Councilor Suzan Wilson, 
Councilor Kathy Wilson, and Councilor Alison Harris.  

 Laura Lienert received votes from Councilor Stephen Walker, Councilor John Perreault, 
Chair Sarah Brayman, Councilor Dan Harris, and Councilor Jane Millett  

 
Laura Lienert was appointed to the District vacancy. 
 
The Council discussed whether to appoint to the recent vacancy. 
 
Councilor Alison Harris moved, Councilor Kathy Wilson seconded, to appoint Claudia 
Knox as the citizen at large on the Village Review Board for the balance of a term to expire 
on 10/19/17. 
 
Michelle Small, 34 Stanwood Street, spoke regarding this issue.  Manager Eldridge responded to 
Ms. Small’s comments. 
 
Councilor Suzan Wilson spoke regarding this item. 
 
Chair Sarah Brayman and Councilor Jane Millett spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Alison Harris moved, Councilor Kathy Wilson seconded, to appoint Claudia 
Knox as the citizen at large on the Village Review Board for the balance of a term to expire 
on 10/19/17.  The motion carried with six (6) yeas.  Chair Sarah Brayman, Councilor 
Stephen Walker, and Councilor Jane Millett were opposed.  
 
Councilor Dave Watson moved, Councilor Jane Millett seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:13 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE ACTION MINUTES.  THE ENTIRE 
MEETING CAN BE VIEWED AT WWW.BRUNSWICKME.ORG.  
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Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 
October 16, 2016 
 

November 7, 2016 
Date of Approval 

 

___________________________ 
Council Chair 

 


