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BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes 

November 7, 2016 

7:00 P.M. 

Council Chambers 

Town Hall 

85 Union Street 

 

Councilors Present: W. David Watson, Stephen S. Walker, Suzan Wilson, Daniel E. Harris, 

Jane F. Millett, Sarah E. Brayman, Kathy Wilson and Alison Harris 

 

Councilors Absent: John M. Perreault 

 

Town Staff Present: John S. Eldridge, III, Town Manager; Derek Scrapchansky, Assistant Town 

Manager; Debra Blum, Executive Administrative Assistant; Anna Breinich, 

Director of Planning & Codes; Mark Waltz, Police Commander; Julie 

Henze, Finance Director; Dan Devereaux, Marine Warden; Stephen S. 

Langsdorf, Town Attorney; and TV video crew 

 

Chair Brayman called the meeting to order, asked for roll call, and acknowledged the meeting 

was properly noticed.   

 

Chair Brayman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Adjustments to Agenda 

 

There were no adjustments. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA (This item was discussed at 7:01 p.m.) 

 

All items on the Consent Agenda were considered separately. 

 

a) Approval of the Minutes of October 3, 2016 

 

Councilor Kathy Wilson noted that her Point of Order called during the meeting was not included 

in the minutes, and she would like this corrected. 

 

Councilor Kathy Wilson moved, Councilor Jane Millett seconded, to approve the minutes of 

October 3, 2016, as amended above.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 

 

b) Approval of the minutes of October 17, 2016 

 

Chair Sarah Brayman moved, Councilor Suzan Wilson seconded, to approve the minutes of 

October 17, 2016.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 

 

c) Approval of a Quitclaim Release Deed for Noble Street, LLC 

 

Anna Breinich presented and explained this item. 
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Councilor Jane Millett, Councilor Dan Harris, Councilor Kathy Wilson and Councilor Alison 

Harris asked questions, to which Manager Eldridge and Ms. Breinich responded. 

 

Councilor Steve Walker, Chair Sarah Brayman and Councilor Alison Harris commented. 

 

Councilors Jane Millett, Councilor Suzan Wilson, Councilor Kathy Wilson and Councilor Dan 

Harris commented on this item.  Councilor Dave Watson commented and asked questions, to 

which Ms. Breinich responded. 

 

Chair Sarah Brayman moved, Councilor Alison Harris seconded, to approve a quitclaim 

deed that extinguishes two easements; a stormwater easement and a pedestrian easement.  

The motion carried with seven (7) yeas. Councilor Jane Millett was opposed. 

 

(A copy of the quitclaim deed and a map will be attached to the official minutes.) 

 

Public Comment (This item was discussed at 7:37 p.m.) 

 

Lucille Stott, 4 Braemar Road, Board Chair of Tri-County Literacy, made a brief presentation 

about Tri-County Literacy’s two major programs, the “Read with Me” and Literacy Volunteers 

programs, and provided information about their largest fundraiser, the Candy Cane Train, which 

will take place on the Downeaster this year on the 10
th

 and 11
th

 of December. 

 

Councilor Alison Harris informed the Council and the public of the kick-off of the Downeaster’s 

third round trip to Boston on November 21
st
.   

 

Councilor Kathy Wilson would like to have the bushes trimmed at the intersection of Mill and 

Cumberland Streets for better visibility.   

 

Correspondence (This item was discussed at 7:43 p.m.) 

 

Chair Brayman read a statement from the Browntail Moth Action Group and mentioned that their 

next meeting would occur on November 11
th

 at People Plus.  Councilors have also received 

correspondence from the neighbors regarding 946 Mere Point Road. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  (This item was discussed at 7:45 p.m.) 

 Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

 Finance Committee 

 Recycling & Sustainability Committee 

 

A report was given on the Finance Committee.  Updates from the other committees will be given 

after their next meetings.   

 

MANAGER’S REPORT 

a) Election reminder 
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Manager Eldridge reminded the Council and the public that Election Day is tomorrow, November 

8, 2016, and all of the voting will occur at Brunswick Junior High School at 65 Columbia Drive.  

Polling hours are from 7:00 am until 8:00 pm. 

 

b) 946 Mere Point Road property update 

 

Town Attorney Stephen S. Langsdorf updated the Council on the process, legality and chronology 

of the petition to retain 946 Mere Point Road, and confirmed his legal opinion that the current 

petition and process “is not a proper process”.  He answered a question from Councilor Jane 

Millett. 

 

(Copies of supporting materials will be attached to the official minutes.) 

 

Public comments were made by the following people 

Soxna Dice, 3 Breckan Road 

Prentiss Weiss, 895 Mere Point Road 

Richard Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street 

 

Manager Eldridge responded to questions from Councilor Jane Millett and Councilor Suzan 

Wilson. 

 

Councilor Jane Millett commented on this item. 

 

Soxna Dice asked a question, which Attorney Langsdorf answered. 

 

c) Frank J. Wood Bridge update 

 

Manager Eldridge updated the Council and the public on recent Section 106 Consulting Parties 

and Design Advisory Committee meetings related to the Frank J. Wood Bridge, and informed the 

public of upcoming meetings. 

 

d) Zoning Ordinance Rewrite Update 

 

Manager Eldridge updated the Council and the public on the proposed updated zoning ordinance 

and the upcoming public hearings. 

 

Councilor Jane Millett commented and asked a question, which Ms. Breinich answered. 

 

Councilor Suzan Wilson asked a question, which Manager Eldridge answered. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING (This item was discussed at 8:21 p.m.) 

 

119. The Town Council will hear public comments on proposed amendments to Code of 

Ordinances, Chapter 11 “Marine Activities, Structures and Ways” including new 

definitions, changes in license categories and opening and closing of coastal waters, 

and will take any appropriate action. (Manager)   
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Chair Sarah Brayman opened the public hearing. 

 

Manager Eldridge explained that the staff was recommending that this item be tabled indefinitely 

because the Marine Resource Committee would like to complete an additional “top to bottom” 

review of the ordinance before coming to Council for adoption.   

 

Chair Sarah Brayman closed the public hearing. 

 

VOTE ON MOTION 

Councilor Dan Harris moved, Councilor Kathy Wilson seconded, to table this item 

indefinitely.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 

 

120. The Town Council will hear public comments on proposed amendments to Code of 

Ordinances, Chapter 12 “Personnel Ordinance” to provide for an alternate process 

to hire current Maine Criminal Justice Academy Certified Full-Time Law 

Enforcement Officers, and will take any appropriate action. (Manager) 

 

Chair Sarah Brayman opened the public hearing. 

 

Manager Eldridge introduced this item. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Chair Sarah Brayman closed the public hearing. 

 

By unanimous consent, the Council agreed to vote tonight. 

 

VOTE ON MOTION 

Councilor Kathy Wilson moved, Councilor Dave Watson seconded, to approve  

amendments to Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12 “Personnel Ordinance” to provide for an 

alternate process to hire current Maine Criminal Justice Academy Certified Full-Time Law 

Enforcement Officers.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 

 

(A copy of the proposed amendments will be attached to the official minutes.) 

 

121. The Town Council will hear public comments on amendments to the General 

Assistance Maximums, and will take any appropriate action. (Manager)    

 

Chair Sarah Brayman opened the public hearing. 

 

Manager Eldridge introduced this item. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Chair Sarah Brayman closed the public hearing. 

 

Councilor Dave Watson asked a question, which Manager Eldridge answered. 
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By unanimous consent, the Council agreed to vote tonight. 

 

Councilor Steve Walker moved, Chair Sarah Brayman seconded, to approve amendments 

to the General Assistance Maximums.  The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
 

(A copy of the General Assistance Maximums with the changes will be attached to the official 

minutes.) 

 

122. The Town Council will hear public comments on amendments to Code of 

Ordinances, Chapter 13 “Solid Waste” to, by contract, allow the Graham Road 

landfill to accept solid waste generated beyond the corporate limits of Brunswick, 

and will take any appropriate action. (Manager) 

 

Chair Sarah Brayman opened the public hearing. 

 

Manager Eldridge introduced this item. 

 

Councilor Kathy Wilson, Chair Sarah Brayman, Councilor Dan Harris and Councilor Suzan 

Wilson commented on this item. 

 

Councilor Dan Harris, Councilor Jane Millett, Councilor Suzan Wilson and Councilor Dave 

Watson all asked questions, to which Manager Eldridge responded. 

 

Public Comment were made by the following people: 

Joe Ciarrocca, 532 Harpswell Road, Brunswick 

Richard Fisco, 2 Lincoln Street 

 

Chair Sarah Brayman closed the public hearing. 

 

Councilor Kathy Wilson and Chair Sarah Brayman commented on this item.   

 

Councilor Suzan Wilson asked a question, which Manager Eldridge answered. 

 

Councilor Dan Harris made a comment and asked a question, which Manager Eldridge answered. 

 

Councilor Kathy Wilson moved, Councilor Dave Watson seconded, to suspend the Council 

Rules to allow the Council to vote on this item tonight.  The motion failed with four (4) yeas. 

Councilor Steve Walker, Chair Brayman, Councilor Dan Harris and Councilor Alison 

Harris were opposed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS   (This item was discussed at 8:50 p.m.) 

 

123. The Town Council will consider setting a public hearing for November 21, 2016, to 

consider increases to the shellfish license fees contained in the Municipal Code of 

Ordinances, Appendix B - the Master Schedule of Revenues, Charges, Fees and 

Fines.  (Manager)  
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Manager Eldridge and Marine Warden Devereaux spoke about this item. 

 

Councilor Jane Millett, Councilor Steve Walker, Councilor Kathy Wilson, and Councilor Alison 

Harris asked questions, which Dan Devereaux and Manager Eldridge answered. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Councilor Suzan Wilson moved, Councilor Kathy Wilson seconded, to set a public hearing 

for November 21, 2016, to consider proposed increases to the shellfish license fees contained 

in the Municipal Code of Ordinances, Appendix B – the Master Schedule of Revenues, 

Charges, Fees and Fines.  The motion passed with eight (8) yeas.   
 

124. The Town Council will consider modifications to the Finance Committee Policy, as 

recommended by the Finance Committee. (Finance Committee)  

 

Councilor Steve Walker, Chair of the Finance Committee, introduced this item.  They are 

recommending several amendments to the Finance Committee Policy, after consideration of 

Town Council discussion of this item at its October 17, 2016 meeting. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Councilor Steve Walker moved, Councilor Dan Harris seconded, the motion to approve 

modifications to the Finance Committee Policy as recommended by the Finance Committee.  

The motion passed with eight (8) yeas. 

 

125. The Town Council will consider appointments to the Town’s Boards and 

 Committees, and will take any appropriate action. (Appointments Committee) 

 

Councilor Kathy Wilson presented nominations  

  

Recycling & Sustainability Committee: 

 Jennifer Hicks – balance of a three-year term to expire on 01/01/2019 

 Deb Atwood – balance of a three-year term to expire on 01/01/2017 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals: 

 Jessica Braun – reappointment as a full member for a three-year term to expire to 

11/20/2019 

 Nicholas Livesay - reappointment as a full member for a three-year term to expire 

to 11/20/2019 

 

There were no other nominations from the Council. 

 

The Council supported these nominations with eight (8) yeas. 
 

Councilor Dave Watson moved, Councilor Suzan Wilson seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  

The motion carried with eight (8) yeas. 
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The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE ACTION MINUTES.  THE ENTIRE 

MEETING CAN BE VIEWED AT WWW.BRUNSWICKME.ORG.  

 

 

Debra Blum 

Executive Administrative Assistant 

November 14, 2016 

 

November 21, 2016 

Date of Approval 

 

___________________________ 

Council Chair 
 

 

 


