BRUNSWICK TOWN COUNCIL
Agenda
November 2, 2020
Regular Meeting – 6:30 P.M.
Council Chambers
Town Hall
85 Union Street
MEETING VIA ELECTRONIC DEVICES
THIS MEETING IS BEING CONDUCTED VIA ELECTRONIC DEVICES
WITH TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS PARTICIPATING FROM REMOTE LOCATIONS
THERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ATTEND THIS MEETING IN
PERSON, ALTHOUGH WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE PARTICIPANTS TO USE THE
ZOOM PLATFORM. THE MEETING WILL BE LIMITED TO 20 PUBLIC
PARTICIPANTS, WHO SHOULD WEAR MASKS AND MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING
BY USING THE PROVIDED SEATING.
THE PUBLIC CAN VIEW OR LISTEN TO THE MEETING ON TV3 (Channel 3 on Comcast)
or
VIA LIVE STREAM FROM THE TOWN’S WEBSITE
http://tv3hd.brunswickme.org/CablecastPublicSite/watch/1?channel=1
HOW TO SUBMIT PUBLIC COMMENT
Public Comments must be submitted through the Zoom platform by dialing +1 646 876 9923 and
entering the Meeting ID number 858 7969 0593 and the passcode 476554 when prompted.
Please be advised message and data rates may apply. The Council Chair will make an
announcement when it is time for public comment.
Roll Call of Members/Acknowledgement Notice
Pledge of Allegiance
Adjustments to Agenda
Public Comments/Announcements (for items not on the agenda)
MANAGER’S REPORT
a) Election reminder
b) Committee on Policing
c) LED Streetlight project
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NEW BUSINESS
152.

The Town Council will consider granting a quitclaim deed for property on Turner Street,
and will take any appropriate action. (Town Manager Eldridge)
ACTION

153.

The Town Council will consider granting approval of a transfer of $2,370 to the
Brunswick Police Department after a judgement by the State of Maine regarding a drug
arrest, and will take any appropriate action. (Police Department)
ACTION

154.

The Town Council will consider granting the Brunswick Police Department approval to
expend 4 (four) 2020/2021 Maine Bureau of Highway Safety traffic safety grants, and
will take any appropriate action. (Police Department)
ACTION

155.

The Town Council will consider directing a request from the Midcoast Regional
Redevelopment Authority (MRRA) for proposed rezoning of the former Navy control
tower complex to the Planning Board for review and recommendation, and will take any
appropriate action. (Town Manager Eldridge)
ACTION

156.

The Town Council will consider acceptance of Tree Farm Road as a Town road, and will
take any appropriate action. (Town Manager Eldridge)
ACTION

157.

The Town Council will consider a report regarding needed repairs to the Androscoggin
Swinging Bridge, and will take any appropriate action. (Town Manager Eldridge)
DISCUSSION/ACTION

INDIVIDUALS NEEDING AUXILIARY AIDS FOR EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION SHOULD CONTACT
THE TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE AT 725-6659 (TDD 725-5521)
To submit comments on agenda items, please email towncouncil@brunswickme.org
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Brunswick Town Council
Agenda
November 2, 2020
Council Notes and Suggested Motions
MANAGER’S REPORT
A memo from Town Manager Eldridge containing more information about these items is
included in the packet.
a) Election reminder: Voting for municipal offices and the state referendum will take place
on Tuesday, November 3rd at Brunswick Junior High School, 65 Columbia Avenue. The
polling hours are 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
b) Committee on Policing: Town Manager Eldridge will give this update.
c) LED Streetlight Project: Town Manager Eldridge will give this update.
NEW BUSINESS
152.

Notes: The tax map for 34 Turner Street, Map U23, Lot 016, depicts a turnaround that
cuts into the property’s driveway. Staff could find no history or easement granted, and it
is believed it was used to facilitate snowplowing. The estate is trying to sell the property,
so without a need for this turnaround, the Town Manager is recommending a quitclaim
deed to the estate. A copy of a memo from Town Manager Eldridge, the property card
and a copy of the detailed section from the tax map are included in the packet.
Suggested Motion:
Motion to authorize the Town Manager to issue a quitclaim deed for property depicted on
Map U23, Lot 016; 34 Turner Street.

153.

Notes: As the result of a drug arrest by the Brunswick Police Department on April 14,
2019, $2,370 in cash was seized and has been secured in evidence. A judgement of
criminal forfeiture of property by the State of Maine on August 18, 2020 transferred the
money to the Police Department. They are requesting that the Council authorize
acceptance and the expenditure of the money. A copy of a memo from Chief Stewart and
the Judgement and Commitment for the case are included in the packet.
Suggested Motion:
Motion to grant approval of the transfer of $2,370 cash forfeited as the result of a 2019
arrest to the Brunswick Police Department.

154.

Notes: The Brunswick Police Department would like to accept four (4) Maine Bureau of
Highway Safety traffic safety grants for a total of $25,800.00, with a $5115.00 Town
match. The Town’s portion will be an administrative in-kind match for each grant. A
copy of a memo from Chief Stewart and the grant applications are included in the packet.
Suggested Motion:
Motion to authorize the Police Chief to expend the proposed four (4) grants to the
Brunswick Police from the Bureau of Highway Safety.
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155.

Notes: The Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority (MRRA) is seeking a zoning
change for the former Navy control tower complex from Growth College (GC-4) to
Growth Aviation (GA), in order to put the former tower property into productive reuse.
They are requesting that the Town Council direct their request to the Planning Board for
review and recommendation.
Suggested Motion:
Motion to direct the Planning Board to review the request from MRRA for the rezoning of
the former Navy control tower complex from GC-4 to GA, and to provide a written
recommendation to be considered by the Town Council.

156.

Notes: The Town Engineer has inspected Tree Farm Road and has no objections to the
Town’s acceptance of the road as a Town road. It meets all of the Town’s standards and
specifications. A memo from Town Engineer Ryan Barnes, the recorded boundary plan,
surveyor certification, as built plan, lien waiver certificate, warranty deed and warranty
letter are included in the packet.
Suggested Motion:
Motion to accept Tree Farm Road as a Town road.

157.

Notes: Materials were received from Nancy Randolph of Save Our Swinging Bridge.Org
regarding the need for repairs to the Androscoggin Swinging Bridge. Maintenance of the
bridge is the responsibility of the towns of Brunswick and Topsham. A copy of a memo
from Town Manager Eldridge, the observation report from Hoyle, Tanner & Associates,
Inc., along with a proposal for repairs from CPM Constructors are included in the packet.
Suggested Motion:
There is no suggested motion.
Suggested Motion:
Motion to adjourn the meeting.
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MANAGER’S REPORT

Town of Brunswick, Maine
OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Town Council

John Eldridge
Town Manager

October 28, 2020

Town Manager’s Report
November 2, 2020 – Town Council Meeting

Election Reminder (a)
Reminder: Voting will occur on Election Day, November 3rd, at the Brunswick Junior High School
for all districts. The polls will be open from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM. Voting information is available on
the Town website at https://www.brunswickme.org/286/Elections. Anyone who has questions
about voting should contact the Town Clerk’s office at 207-725-6658.
Committee on Policing (b)

Just a reminder that the Town Council established a committee to work on policing issues. We are
eager to get their work underway so we would like to have the Council appointments made as soon
as possible. The committee charge has been posted on the Boards and Committees website.
LED Streetlights (c)

You may recall the Town Council appropriated $381,000 in June 2020 towards this project. This
would cover the first phase of the project. This is approximately one-half of the estimate for the
total project. This estimate was based on essentially a one-for-one replacement. However, there
are enhancements such as wi-fi controls, dimmable lights, etc., that would increase the total project
cost. We are looking to get the Council’s direction on how to proceed with evaluating these
enhancements. We know there are many citizens that would have an interest in street lighting.
Several of our boards and committees may have an interest as well.
We would like to get this project moving as soon as possible. Every day of delay means that we are
not achieving the savings the conversion would produce through a reduction in streetlight rental
costs and power consumption.

ITEM 152
BACKUP

Town of Brunswick, Maine
OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Town Council

John Eldridge
Town Manager

October 28, 2020

Turner Street Turnaround

Attached is a screenshot of our tax map depicting a turnaround on Turner Street. It has been
difficult to pin down the history of this turnaround and no formal deed or easement has been
located. It is believed that years ago the Town and the then-owner of the property agreed to the
turnaround to facilitate snowplowing.

The estate that owns 34 Turner Street, Map U23 Lot 016, is trying to sell the property and has been
stymied by the turnaround depicted on the map. While we could continue to attempt to understand
its genesis, I recommend that we simply issue a quit-claim to the estate as we have no need for the
turnaround.

I request that the Town Council authorize me to execute a quit-claim deed relinquishing any right to
the property or uses of that property.
attachments

34 TURNER ST
Property Location
7033
Vision ID
CURRENT OWNER

Map ID
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34 TURNER ST
Property Location
7033
Vision ID
Account #
CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
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Warehouse
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03
Average
Grade
1
Stories:
1.00
Occupancy
25
Exterior Wall 1
Vinyl Siding
18
Exterior Wall 2
Asphalt
14
Roof Structure
Average
02
Roof Cover
Rolled Compos
01
Interior Wall 1
Minim/Masonry
Interior Wall 2
03
Interior Floor 1
Concr-Finished
14
Interior Floor 2
Carpet
02
Heating Fuel
Oil/Gas
04
Heating Type
Forced Air-Duc
01
AC Type
None
3160
Bldg Use
Warehouse
Total Rooms
Total Bedrms
1
Total Baths
00
Heat/AC
NONE
02
Frame Type
WOOD FRAME
Baths/Plumbing 02
AVERAGE
02
Ceiling/Wall
CEILING ONLY
02
Rooms/Prtns
AVERAGE
16.00
Wall Height
% Comn Wall
1st Floor Use:

U23/ / 018/000 000/
Bldg # 1
CONSTRUCTION DETAIL (CONTINUED)
Description
Element
Cd
Map ID

T0105R

Code
3160

MIXED USE
Description
Warehouse

Percentage
100
0
0
COST / MARKET VALUATION
151,998

RCN

1950
Year Built
Effective Year Built
F
Depreciation Code
Remodel Rating
Year Remodeled
56
Depreciation %
Functional Obsol
External Obsol
Trend Factor
1
Condition
Condition %
44
Percent Good
66,900
RCNLD
Dep % Ovr
Dep Ovr Comment
Misc Imp Ovr
Misc Imp Ovr Comment
Cost to Cure Ovr
Cost to Cure Ovr Comment
OB - OUTBUILDING & YARD ITEMS(L) / XF - BUILDING EXTRA FEATURES(B)
Code
Description
L/B Units Unit Price Yr Blt Cond. Cd % Good Grade Grade Adj
Appr. Value
PAV1 PAVING-ASPH
L
3,200
2.00 2017
F
25
0.00
1,600
MEZ1 MEZZANINE-U
B
659
15.00 1989
44
0.00
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Code
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559
559
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2,940
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28,900
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Town of Brunswick, Maine
OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Town Council

John Eldridge
Town Manager

October 28, 2020

MRRA Zone Change Request

Attached is a letter from Steve Levesque to Council Chair Perreault, requesting a zone change for
the property surrounding the control tower located on the west side of the airport property. The
tower property is currently located in the GC-4 Zone (Growth College 4), as Bowdoin College was to
receive the adjacent property from the Navy.

Should the Town Council want to explore the requested zone change, we recommend that the
request be forwarded to the Planning Board for its consideration and recommendation.
attachments

October 9, 2020
Mr. John M. Perreault
Chair, Brunswick Town Council
Town of Brunswick
84 Union St.
Brunswick, ME 04011
Subject: Rezoning Request
Dear Chair Perreault,
On behalf of the Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority, we request consideration of the rezoning of the
former Navy control tower complex from Growth College (GC-4) to Growth Aviation (GA). Accordingly, we
respectfully request that the Town Council direct this request to the Planning Board for their consideration.
As background, the subject property is located within the airport public benefit conveyance and is illustrated in
the Reuse Master Plan for airport related uses, which allows for aerospace and aviation related activities (see
attached). These aviation related uses are not permitted in the current GC-4 zone. Unfortunately, MRRA missed
the opportunity to catch this error during the development of the new zoning ordinance and would like to address
it now.
MRRA would like the opportunity to put the former tower building back into productive reuse. It has been vacant
since the Navy left and is decaying rapidly. This zone change would allow the building to be reused for its planned
purposes.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Steven H. Levesque
Executive Director
cc: John Eldridge, Town Manager
Matt Panfil, Director of Planning and Development

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15 Terminal Road  Brunswick, ME 04011  207-798-6512 Fax: 207-798-6510  Email: info@mrra.us  www.mrra.us
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October 6, 2020
731.01
Ryan Barnes, PE
Town Engineer
Town of Brunswick
85 Union Street
Brunswick, ME 04011
RE:

Road Acceptance
Tree Farm Road

Dear Ryan,
Per Section 14-186 of the Ordinance, we are providing this letter to certify that the improvements
for Tree Farm Road, as shown on the attached as-built plan have been constructed within the
right-of-way and that public drainage structures lie within their respective easements.
Additionally, fourteen granite right-of-way markers have been set at the changes in course along
the sidelines of the right-of-way offered for acceptance, as previously confirmed with you.
Should you have any questions regarding this work or require additional information, please
contact us.
Very truly yours,

Kevin P. Clark
Kevin P. Clark, PLS
President
cc:

Bill Moore

SITELINES  CIVIL ENGINEERS  LAND SURVEYORS
119 Purinton Road, Suite A, Brunswick Landing, Brunswick, ME O4011
207-725-1200  www.sitelinespa.com

WARRANTY DEED
{Maine Statutory Short Form}
KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS, THAT MOORE PROPERTIES,
INC., a Maine corporation with a mailing address of 228 Old Portland Road, Brunswick, Maine
04011, for consideration paid, GRANTS to the TOWN OF BRUNSWICK a municipality
organized under the laws of the State of Maine, with a mailing address of 85 Union Street,
Brunswick, Maine 04011, with WARRANTY COVENANTS, the land in the Town of Brunswick,
County of Cumberland and State of Maine, described as follows:
TREE FARM ROAD
A certain lot or parcel of land, located northwesterly of the Old Portland Road, in the
Town of Brunswick, County of Cumberland, State of Maine, being the roadway named
Tree Farm Road, as shown on a plan entitled “Spruce Meadows Subdivision”, prepared
for Moore Properties, Inc., dated June 13, 2016, prepared by Sitelines, PA, recorded at
the Cumberland County Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 216, Page 245. Said parcel being
more particularly bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a monument set on the northwesterly sideline of said Old Portland Road
at a point that is located N 67º 33’ 36” E, a distance of 379.18 feet from a survey pin found
at the southeasterly corner of land now or formerly of Philip B. Dwinal as described in a
deed recorded at said Registry in Book 6745, Page 259;
THENCE N 67º 54’ 27” E, along the northwesterly sideline of said Old Portland Road, a
distance of 109.83 feet to a monument set;
THENCE in a general northwesterly direction along a non‐tangent 25.00‐foot radius curve
that is concave to the northeast, a distance of 39.05 feet to a monument set at a point of
compound curvature;
THENCE in a general northerly direction along the easterly sideline of said Tree Farm
Road, being a 520.00‐foot radius curve that is concave to the east, a distance of 412.75
feet to a monument set at a point of tangency;
THENCE N 22º 59’ 02” E, along the southeasterly sideline of said Tree Farm Road, a
distance of 481.57 feet to a monument set at a point of curvature;
Tree Farm Lane Deed, Page 1 of 4

THENCE in a general northeasterly, easterly and southeasterly direction along the
southerly sideline of said Tree Farm Road, being a 260.00‐foot radius curve that is concave
to the south, a distance of 625.21 feet to a monument set at a point of tangency;
THENCE S 19º 14’ 22” E, along the southwesterly sideline of said Tree Farm Road, a
distance of 519.17 (519.18) feet to a monument set at a point of curvature;
THENCE in a general southwesterly direction along a 25.00‐foot radius curve that is
concave to the northwest, a distance of 38.89 feet to a monument set on the
northwesterly sideline of said Old Portland Road;
THENCE in a general northeasterly direction along the northwesterly sideline of said Old
Portland Road, being a non‐tangent 1942.86‐foot radius curve that is concave to the
southeast, a distance of 108.63 feet to a monument set;
THENCE in a general northwesterly direction along a non‐tangent 25.00‐foot radius curve
that is concave to the northeast, a distance of 38.25 feet to a monument set at a point of
tangency;
THENCE N 19º 14’ 22” W, along the northeasterly sideline of said Tree Farm Road, a
distance of 520.59 feet to a monument set at a point of curvature;
THENCE in a general northwesterly, westerly and southwesterly direction along the
northerly sideline of said Tree Farm Road, being a 320.00‐foot radius curve that is concave
to the south, a distance of 769.49 feet to a monument set at a point of tangency;
THENCE S 22º 59’ 02” W, along the northwesterly sideline of said Tree Farm Road, a
distance of 481.57 feet to a monument set at a point of curvature;
THENCE in a general southerly direction along the westerly sideline of said Tree Farm
Road, being a 580.00‐foot radius curve that is concave to the east, a distance of 459.64
feet to a monument set at a point of reverse curvature;
THENCE in a general southwesterly direction along a 25.00‐foot radius curve that is
concave to the northwest, a distance of 39.26 feet to the PONT OF BEGINNING.
Containing 131,580 sq. ft. or 3.02 acres, more or less.
The above conveyed premises are subject to easements of record.
For source of title, the premises are a portion of the property deeded to Moore
Properties, Inc. by deed of Russell S. Douglas and Janet R. Douglas, Trustees of the Russell S.
Douglas and Janet R. Douglas Revocable Trust dated April 20, 2000 and recorded at Book
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15438, Pag 140 in the Cumberland County Registry of Deeds.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, MOORE PROPERTIES, INC., by and through its authorized
representative has hereunder set its hand and seal this ____ day of October, 2020.
SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED in the presence of
MOORE PROPERTIES, INC.
_____________________________
By: William Moore
Its: President
The Town of Brunswick, by and through its undersigned Town Council, hereby
acknowledges its acceptance of the within conveyance of Tree Farm Lane.
______________________________
John M. Perreault
______________________________
James Mason
______________________________
W. David Watson
______________________________
Stephen S. Walker
______________________________
Daniel Jenkins
______________________________
Christopher Watkinson
______________________________
Daniel Ankeles
______________________________
Katherine Wilson
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State of Maine
County of Cumberland

October ____, 2020

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me by William Moore, President of
Moore Properties, Inc. on behalf of the corporation
Before me,
_______________________
Notary Public
Printed Name:
My commission expires:
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October 14th, 2020
Ryan Barnes, P.E.
Town of Brunswick
85 Union Street
Brunswick, ME 04011-2418
Re:

Spruce Meadows Subdivision Surface Pavement

Crooker Construction, LLC. warrants to the owner that the products/services furnished are of good quality.
The surface pavement installation at Spruce Meadows Subdivision in Brunswick, ME is free from defects. This warranty
excludes remedy for damage or defect caused by abuse and modifications not executed by Crooker Construction, LLC,
improper or insufficient maintenance; improper operation or normal wear and tear under normal usage.
This warranty is in effect for two years from October 5th, 2020.
Please contact me with any comments or questions.
Sincerely,

Ian Pinette
Ian M. Pinette, E.I.
Project Manager
ipinette@crooker.com
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Town of Brunswick, Maine
OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Town Council

John Eldridge
Town Manager

October 28, 2020

Androscoggin Swinging Bridge
Pedestrian Bridge Connecting Brunswick and Topsham

Attached are materials I received yesterday from Nancy Randolph of Save Our Swinging Bridge.Org1
regarding the need for immediate repairs to the Androscoggin Swinging Bridge.

A bit of history about the bridge can be found at https://www.saveourbridge.org/. The bridge was
designed and constructed in 1892 by the John A. Roebling's Sons Company, famous for its work in
the construction of many suspension bridges including the Brooklyn Bridge. The Save Our
Swinging Bridge.Org was formed to work with Brunswick and Topsham to rehabilitate the bridge.
That rehabilitation was completed in 2006. Funding for the rehabilitation was provided by a Maine
DOT grant and fundraising by Save Our Swinging Bridge.Org. The organization has continued to
fundraise and has paid for minor maintenance since the rehabilitation.
Maintenance of the bridge is the responsibility of the towns of Brunswick and Topsham. We will be
evaluating the most recent engineer’s reports but based on the structural issues depicted in the
photographs, there appears to be no doubt that the repairs are necessary.
attachments

1

Save Our Swinging Bridge.Org is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

October 22, 2020
Ms. Nancy Randolph, Treasurer
Save Our Swinging Bridge.Org
2 Main Street, Suite 707
Topsham, ME 04086
RE:

Androscoggin Swinging Bridge
Topsham-Brunswick, ME
Condition Assessment Letter Report
Hoyle, Tanner Project No. 928601

Dear Ms. Randolph:
Hoyle, Tanner & Associates, Inc. (Hoyle, Tanner) is pleased to submit this Condition Assessment Letter
Report which summarizes routine inspection findings and repair and maintenance recommendations for
the Androscoggin Swinging Bridge.
Background
The bridge is a pedestrian suspension bridge built in 1892, spanning the Androscoggin Rover between the
Towns of Topsham and Brunswick. It consists of timber decking and stringers supported by suspended
steel floorbeams. The main cables are supported by steel towers and have buried anchorages on both
shores. The main span is 332 ft over the Androscoggin River, and the total bridge length is 520 ft between
anchorages. Rehabilitation work was most recently completed in 2013 by Atlantic Mechanical, Inc. The
work mainly consisted of reconstruction of the restraining brackets and cables, adjustments to the
suspender turnbuckles, minor repairs to the associated hardware, and concrete repairs to the anchor
vaults and the Brunswick abutment. The most recent bridge inspection report, prepared in 2013 by
Atlantic Mechanical, Inc., describes the towers, abutments, cables, vaults, anchorages, and the main span
as all being in good condition; however, this prior assessment does not appear to be in accordance with
the National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) or the FHWA Recording & Coding Guide (December 1995).
Observation Findings
A visual field observation of the bridge within-arm’s reach was conducted by NBIS certified Hoyle, Tanner
personnel Ross Wood and Brian Nichols on September 15, 2020. The purpose of the field observations
was to evaluate the overall condition of the bridge and to identify deficiencies to be addressed by future
maintenance efforts or rehabilitation projects. Member sizes, thicknesses, section loss, and crack
measurements were taken using hand tools such as tape measures, rulers, and calipers. The portions of
the concrete abutments within-arm's reach and the anchor vaults were hammer sounded to determine
areas of concrete delamination. Access to the front of the Topsham abutment was limited by the water
depth. Most bridge elements were inspected from ground level while on foot. Observations of the
underside of the floor system was limited to that which could be made from the shore. The Topsham and
Brunswick Public Works Departments were on site during the day of the inspection to remove the
concrete lids from the main cable anchor vaults using backhoes. Access to the secondary cable anchor
vaults was not practicable due to landscaping and pavement above and around the lids. A 35-ft towable
boom lift was used to provide access to the tops of the towers; however, access was limited at the

Ms. Nancy Randolph
Androscoggin Swinging Bridge Inspection
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Brunswick tower and observations were made from the basket at a distance of 10 to 20 feet away from
the tower.
The follow condition assessments are made using the 0-9 scale (0 is worst and 9 is best) of the FHWA
Recording and Coding Guide for Structure Inventory and Appraisal of the Nation’s Bridges (December
1995). A copy of the rating guidelines for the conditions is included at the end of this letter for your
reference.
The deck is considered to be in satisfactory condition, 6. There are numerous locations of weathered
boards which are split, warped, and/or springy underfoot. Multiple fasteners were observed to be bent,
damaged, or in need of tightening.
The bridge rail is considered to be in good condition, 7. There is no paint on the rail posts and the
associated attachment hardware for the chain link fence; however, the steel has a well-developed patina
and does not appear to be deteriorating rapidly due to the surface rust.
The longitudinal stringers which were observed from the shore are considered to be in good condition, 7.
The stringers at the Brunswick shore were physically inspected and found to be dry and of sound material
with no decay observed. Regular intervals of water staining were observed on the sides of the stringers
directly below the gaps in the deck planks. The exterior stringers are nested within the elbow of steel
angles which run continuously over the transverse floorbeams. These steel angles are painted and exhibit
areas of light rusting where the paint system has started to fail. The steel angles are partially welded to
the vertical bridge rail posts. Welds made in the field should be monitored as they often fail due to
cracking.
The transverse floorbeams which were observed from the shore are considered to be in good condition,
7. The members at the Brunswick shore were physically inspected and found to exhibit a well-developed
patina of surface rust. The floorbeams have several welded attachments consisting of the bridge rail posts
and the connection tabs for the lower lateral bracing tie rods. These welds should also be monitored for
the presence of cracks. The eyebolts at the floorbeam ends are retained by a single nut each. This detail
should be monitored as it may possibly work itself loose over time and defeat the load carrying ability of
the floorbeam.
The main cables, suspenders, secondary cables, and their connections are considered to be in fair
condition, 5. The main cables exhibit paint system failure and there is moderate corrosion between the
wires and throughout the length of the cables. There are several broken wires at several locations along
the main cables near midspan. These deficiencies were reported as early as the 1999 Study Report by
Hoyle, Tanner. The mechanism causing the wear between the cables and bridge rail has since been
corrected during a previous renovation. The upstream and downstream main cables were measured at
midspan and found to be 9.5” and 15” below the datum of the top of the hand railing, respectively. The
secondary cables are slack to the touch and kinked at the locations where they are attached to the
suspenders by wire rope clamps. There are also several locations where they are rubbing against bridge
rail posts and suspender rods. The main cables are laid smoothly over the tower saddles; however, the
secondary cables share the same saddle and are laid atop the main cables. At the Topsham saddles, the
secondary cables are spliced directly over the saddle. This introduces additional hardware and congestion
at a critical location. No deficiencies, other than surface rust and scale, were observed at the main cable
connections to the anchor blocks, threaded U-bolts, and anchor shafts. The lower portion of the
suspenders appear to have been replaced recently because the section loss mentioned in previous reports
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was not observed. There are several suspenders with paint chips; therefore, the hand railing continues to
contact the suspenders. The turnbuckles appeared to have ample threads exposed and were double
nutted to prevent themselves from working loose.
The Topsham tower is considered to be in fair condition, 5. The upstream saddle has a small crack forming
in the northerly corner. There is an undersized and nonstructural bolt, washer, and nut at the westerly
corner of the downstream saddle. There is active laminar corrosion and pack rust at the connections of
the bracing members to the inclined columns. Horizontal bracing members have up to 100% section loss
(holes and “knife edges”). Some horizontal bracing members have been partially replaced with new
members spliced in with field welds. There is painted over pitting, up to 1/16” deep, on the lower gusset
plates. The welded connection of the southeasterly anchor bolt has failed, and the bolt is no longer
attached to the tower base plate.
The Brunswick tower is considered to be in poor condition, 4. The double channels at the base of the
downstream tower are in poor condition with dirt, debris, and up to 100% section loss of the channel
webs and rivet heads. The free edges of the channel webs are deflected laterally up to 1/4” (upstream)
and 1/8” (downstream). There is painted over pitting, up to 1/16” deep, throughout the bottom areas of
the Brunswick tower. The easterly inclined column has a 5” long deformed southerly flange located
approximately 15’ above ground level. The lacing bars in the horizontal bracing members are rusted and
broken. Portions of the diagonal bracing members at ground level have been cut out with a torch and
spliced with steel plates. These are poor details and should be monitored for cracks.
The abutments are considered to be in satisfactory condition, 6. The Topsham abutment has an area of
delaminated concrete, map cracking, and powdery salt deposits on the masonry surface known as
efflorescence at the upstream corner. There is a spall and undermined concrete at the downstream
bottom corner. The Brunswick abutment has a 48” horizontal by 30” vertical area of delaminated concrete
near the upstream corner. A 24” long diagonal crack, with a width up to 1/16”, was observed at the
upstream corner near the top of the stem. A horizontal crack, with a width up to 1/4”, was observed along
the interface between the upper and lower portions of the abutment at the upstream corner. The
downstream corner of the Brunswick end floorbeam appears to be scraping the face of the abutment.
This area should be monitored in case the restrainer cables need adjustment. The restrainer eyebolts at
both abutments appear to be well-anchored and fully functioning.
The anchor vaults are considered to be in fair condition, 5. Numerous cracks in the concrete were
observed throughout all four vaults. The vaults contain sand, debris, and trash and should be cleaned out
to promote a dry environment for the steel anchor hardware. The concrete repairs made to the openings
for the main cables do not allow for any movement of the cable. Cracks in the concrete exist around three
of the repaired openings and the opening at the Brunswick upstream vault has failed. Additionally, the
Brunswick upstream vault lid has 3/16” of clear cover between its bottom surface and the top of the steel
anchor block.
Recommendations
The following recommendations are not intended to be an all inclusive maintenance list for the future
maintenance and repair of the structure, but are included to highlight some of the specific areas of
potential maintenance based on the observations made during the field visit.
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Hoyle, Tanner recommends the bridge be inspected every 24 months, per the National Bridge Inspection
Standards. Future inspections should include access to the difficult to reach components of the bridge like
the floorbeams and the tops of the towers. The double channels at the base of the the Brunswick tower
should be monitored every 6 months to assess the condition of the channels until a repair project can be
completed. Photographs and measurements should be taken and reviewed after each site visit. A repair
project, like the one performed on the channels at the Topsham tower in 1993, may be required sooner
if a rapid change in condition is observed.
Seasonal maintenance tasks such as identifying and replacing soft/warped/degraded deck boards,
redriving loose deck fasteners, adjusting suspender turnbuckles, cleaning the tops of the abutments and
base of the steel towers, and cutting vegetation near the abutments are recommended to be performed
in the spring and the fall. The nearby floorbeam hanger connections should be examined any time that
access is provided during the removal/replacement of deck boards or chain link fence. The main cables
and suspenders should be periodically inspected for signs that they are out of alignment and wearing
against the bridge rail or other components of the bridge. Additionally, the suspender hardware,
secondary cables, and sidesway cables should be inspected occasionally for loose or missing wire rope
clamps and replaced as needed.
Suggested repairs include welding the broken anchor bolt at the base of the Topsham tower. The other
anchor bolts should also be checked to confirm their integrity. The anchor vaults should be cleaned out
of debris to keep the steel anchorage hardware dry. Periodic lubrication of the anchors is recommended
to prevent corrosion. The concrete cracks in the anchor vaults should be sealed to prevent sand, salt, and
water from entering the vaults. Access to the secondary anchor vaults should be made prior to the next
inspection cycle.
Long-term projects could include the cleaning and touch-up painting of the towers to fight ongoing
corrosion of steel members, repairs/replacement of tower steel members with advanced section loss. An
assessment of the main cables by a qualified professional on suspension bridges and/or historic wire rope
could provide insight into the remaining service life of these critical components of the bridge. The anchor
vaults could be reconstructed in their entirety to address the numerous cracks and lack of clearance at
the Brunswick upstream vault.
We trust that this letter will meet with your approval. Please feel free to contact me at (207) 844-8102
extension 427, or at okrauss@hoyletanner.com, if you have any questions or require additional
information regarding the information presented herein. We appreciate the opportunity to be involved
with this project and look forward to continuing our working relationship with the organization.
Sincerely,
Hoyle, Tanner & Associates, Inc.

Owen Krauss, PE
Project Manager
Enclosures
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SHEET 1 OF 9

BRIDGE INSPECTION PHOTOGRAPHS

ANDROSCOGGIN SWINGING BRIDGE

PHOTO NO. 1

Downstream,
Brunswick Shore,
Looking
Northwesterly at
Topsham
Description:
Overall view of the
bridge showing the
main cables,
secondary cables,
vertical suspenders,
foot bridge, and the
steel towers.

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER: Brian J. Nichols
FEATURE CROSSED: Androscoggin River

Location:

PHOTO NO. 2
Location:

Description:
Several broken wires.
This deficiency was
reported as early as
the 1999 Study Report
by Hoyle, Tanner and
caused by the cable
rubbing against the
handrail. The rubbing
has since been
corrected.

TEAM LEADER: Ross S. Wood, PE
FEATURE CARRIED: Pedestrian Path

Downstream Main
Cable near Midspan
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ANDROSCOGGIN SWINGING BRIDGE

PHOTO NO. 3
Location:

Description:
The secondary cable is
rubbing against the
handrail post. This
should be monitored,
and examined during
routine inspections, at
all locations where
this detail exists on
the bridge.

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER: Brian J. Nichols
FEATURE CROSSED: Androscoggin River

Downstream
Secondary Cable
Attachment near
Midspan

PHOTO NO. 4
Location:

Description:
The secondary cable is
rubbing against the
suspender rod. This
should be monitored,
and examined during
routine inspections, at
all locations where
this detail exists on
the bridge.

TEAM LEADER: Ross S. Wood, PE
FEATURE CARRIED: Pedestrian Path

Upstream Secondary
Cable near Midspan
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PHOTO NO. 5
Location:

Description:
The single nut detail
has the potential to
work itself loose over
time. This detail
should be monitored
and examined when
access is made
available during deck
or fence repairs.

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER: Brian J. Nichols
FEATURE CROSSED: Androscoggin River

Upstream Suspenderto-Floorbeam
Connection Detail
near Brunswick Tower

PHOTO NO. 6
Location:

Description:
Representative
picture of a board in
need of replacement.
The board is springy
underfoot and
warped up to 1/2”
above the adjacent
boards.

TEAM LEADER: Ross S. Wood, PE
FEATURE CARRIED: Pedestrian Path

Near the Brunswick
End of the Bridge
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PHOTO NO. 7
Location:

Description:
Crack in the saddle
forming at the
northerly corner.
Spliced secondary
cable shares the
saddle with the main
cable.

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER: Brian J. Nichols
FEATURE CROSSED: Androscoggin River

Upstream Saddle of
Topsham Tower

PHOTO NO. 8
Location:

Description:
Painted over section
loss up to 100% (holes
and “knife edges”).

TEAM LEADER: Ross S. Wood, PE
FEATURE CARRIED: Pedestrian Path

Upstream Bracing of
Topsham Tower
(Northerly End
Shown, Southerly End
Similar)
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PHOTO NO. 9
Location:

Description:
Undersized,
nonstructural bolt
(and washer) used to
secure the saddle to
the top of the tower.
Spliced secondary
cable shares the
saddle with the main
cable.

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER: Brian J. Nichols
FEATURE CROSSED: Androscoggin River

Downstream Saddle
of Topsham Tower

PHOTO NO. 10
Location:

Description:
Active laminar
corrosion and pack
rust on bracing angles
(shown near red
arrow) and poor weld
detail for replacement
bracing members
(inside red circle).

TEAM LEADER: Ross S. Wood, PE
FEATURE CARRIED: Pedestrian Path

Typical Throughout
Topsham Tower
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PHOTO NO. 11
Location:

Description:
Failed/insufficient
weld of anchor bolt to
the bottom plate of
the tower base. Bolt is
lifted away, and the
original location is
shown in the red
circle.

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER: Brian J. Nichols
FEATURE CROSSED: Androscoggin River

Downstream Base of
Topsham Tower

PHOTO NO. 12
Location:

Description:
Deformed channel
flange. Monitor for
signs of increasing
distress.

TEAM LEADER: Ross S. Wood, PE
FEATURE CARRIED: Pedestrian Path

Southerly
Downstream Column
of Brunswick Tower
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PHOTO NO. 13
Location:

Description:
Poor condition with
dirt, debris, and
advanced section loss
of rivet heads and
channel webs up to
100% (holes and
“knife edges”).

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER: Brian J. Nichols
FEATURE CROSSED: Androscoggin River

Downstream Base of
Brunswick Tower

PHOTO NO. 14
Location:

Description:
Up to 1/4” and 1/8” of
deflection of the
upstream and
downstream channel
webs, respectively.

TEAM LEADER: Ross S. Wood, PE
FEATURE CARRIED: Pedestrian Path

Downstream Base of
Brunswick Tower
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PHOTO NO. 15
Location:

Description:
Cracked concrete
above the opening for
the main cable. No
tolerance was made
for cable movement.

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER: Brian J. Nichols
FEATURE CROSSED: Androscoggin River

Brunswick Upstream
Main Cable
Anchorage

PHOTO NO. 16
Location:

Description:
Approximately 3/16”
of clear cover
between the bottom
of the anchorage vault
lid and the top of the
main cable anchorage.

TEAM LEADER: Ross S. Wood, PE
FEATURE CARRIED: Pedestrian Path

Brunswick Main Cable
Upstream Anchorage
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PHOTO NO. 17
Location:

Description:
48” wide by 30” tall
area of delaminated
concrete found by
hammer sounding
(shown within limits
of yellow hatching)
and 24” long diagonal
crack (located by red
arrow) up to 1/16”
wide.

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER: Brian J. Nichols
FEATURE CROSSED: Androscoggin River

Face of Brunswick
Abutment (Upstream
Corner)

PHOTO NO. 18
Location:

Description:
Concrete abrasion
due to intermittent
contact with the end
floorbeam. All four
corners should be
monitored to ensure
the restrainer cables
are operating
correctly.

TEAM LEADER: Ross S. Wood, PE
FEATURE CARRIED: Pedestrian Path

Face of Brunswick
Abutment
(Downstream Corner)
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