BRUNSWICK RECREATION COMMISSION
Wednesday, November 18, 2020
7:00p.m.

TOWN HALL WITH COMMISSIONERS VIA ZOOM
85 UNION STREET
AGENDA

1.

Minutes of October 21, 2020.

2.

Citizens input/correspondence:

3.

Adjustments to the agenda

4.

Recreation Program Report – Troy Smith, Deputy Director
 Winter Programming and COVID-19 Precautions

5.

OLD BUSINESS

a. Follow-up on Joint Rivers & Coastal Waters Commission and Recreation
Commission Workshop held on October 28, 2020 – Two Members of the Recreation
Commission to be Appointed to Serve on a Subcommittee to Address the Issues
Raised Pertaining to Simpsons Point Access Site.

b. Veterans Plaza Project - Update

6.

NEW BUSINESS
a. Proposed Winter Use of Mere Creek Golf for Cross Country Skiing

7.

OTHER BUSINESS

8.

Date for next meeting is December 16, 2020. Meeting will be held at the Brunswick
Town Hall Located in Town Council Chambers with Commissioners Participating via
Zoom beginning at 7:00pm.

9.

Adjournment

BRUNSWICK RECREATION COMMISSION
DATE: October 21, 2020
DIGITAL MEETING
TIME: 7:00 pm
VIA ZOOM MEETINGS
MINUTES
Present:

Chair Mike Lyne, Commissioners William Wilkoff, Brianne Smithson, Melissa
Archbell and Eric Foushee.

Absent:

None.

Also Present: Parks and Recreation Director, Tom Farrell; Deputy Director, Troy Smith
Chair Lyne welcomed everyone to the Zoom meeting and then took a role call by calling
on Commissioners and staff individually to introduce themselves.
1
1a

MINUTES
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2020
COMMISSIONER ARCHBELL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES; SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WILKOFF; VOTE 5-0 UNANIMOUS OF THOSE PRESENT.

2

CITIZENS INPUT AND CORRESPONDENCE
Director Farrell established that there wasn’t specific input for the Commission; however
he wanted to inform those who weren’t already aware that Frank Goodwin, a strong
supporter of Brunswick Parks and Recreation opportunities and programs, had passed away
over the weekend. Farrell added that Mr. Goodwin was one of the department’s strongest
supporters during his tenure at the Parks and Recreation Department. Farrell also added
that Goodwin supported both youth recreation programs financially, as well as actively.
Farrell noted that he recently spoke with Goodwin, as he has been supportive of the
Veterans Plaza initiative.
Director Farrell reiterated once more the importance of letting the community know as
businesses and individuals like Frank Goodwin are essential for the work that is done by
the Parks and Recreation Department and the work is very much dependent upon them. To
that point, Farrell acknowledged that Mr. Goodwin has had an important impact over the
course of his lifetime in terms of supporting the work that Parks and Recreation
Department employees and volunteers do to make life better and more enjoyable for
Brunswick’s citizens. Director Farrell further highlighted that Frank Goodwin gave to
countless youth recreation programs over the years and was specifically interested in seeing
that all youth had the opportunity to participate in programming regardless of their ability
to afford the costs to do so.
Farrell concluded that the loss of Frank Goodwin is significant for the community. Farrell
thanked Mr. Goodwin for his contributions to the Town of Brunswick over the course of
his lifetime and further stressed his importance to the success of the Parks and Recreation
Department and to the entire Brunswick community.
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Chair Lyne echoed Farrell’s sentiment and added that Frank’s family who lives here in
Brunswick will continue this legacy. Lyne expressed his condolences and also thanked
Goodwin for his service. Farrell followed up Chair Lyne by explaining that Frank’s
obituary was published earlier in the day and in lieu of flowers it asks for donations to be
sent to the Parks and Recreation Department to support children who may not be able to
afford recreation programming.
3

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA
None.

4

RECREATION PROGRAM REPORT
Deputy Director Smith began his report by recognizing programs that were successfully
held at the end of the summer and beginning of the fall season, which included:
Adult Zumba-11 Participants
Cross Country Running-32 Participants
Brunswick Youth Soccer League (BYSL) - 178 Participants
Seacoast Soccer Clinic-11 Participants
Cross Country Trail Biking -12 Participants
Youth Field Hockey-10 Participants
Jr High Field Hockey -15 Participants
Hip Hop Dance Club-7 Participants
Next, Deputy Director Smith detailed the Parks Department’s plan for Halloween, which
Smith noted is typically one of the larger events the Department holds. Smith added that
the Parks and Recreation Department has been involved with a planning process in order to
best offer a series of Halloween programming offerings. Smith continued on to note that
these offerings are:
Family Halloween Window Painting
Halloween Pumpkin Decorating and Pizza Party
Virtual Halloween Costume Contest
Halloween Drive-In Double-Feature Movie Night
Then Smith detailed the late fall programs that the Department is offering:
Youth Hip Hop Dance
Teen Hip Hop Dance
Adult Zumba
Deputy Director Smith then began discussing the third phase in the tiered reopening of the
Recreation Center. Smith detailed that the Recreation Center is now open until 8pm
Monday through Friday. Smith recalled the previous phases of the tiered reopening and
specifically noted that there is one hour of cleaning after every two hours the building is
open throughout the morning and early afternoon. Smith also noted that doubles Pickleball
is now available in the mornings and early afternoon based on guidance from the DECD.
Because of the large number of folks who are interested in open Pickleball times, Smith
explained that pre-registration is required for open sessions on Sign-Up Genius. Smith
continued to explain that this is a free platform that allows individuals to sign up for a spot
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in advance, which will help to eliminate large numbers of players congregating given that
the building is limited to 50 individuals at one time. Smith added that there is room for 6
players on each court, meaning that there is a maximum of 12 Pickleballers allowed any
time that there are two courts open. Additionally, Smith noted that the walking track and
basketball courts are available for use, but building use is dependent upon a number of
factors related to mitigation. To that end Smith explained that every member of the public
that enters the building must wear a face mask, fill out a waiver or have their guardian fill
one out acknowledging the risks associated with using the building and they must check in
and out with staff for health screening and contact tracing purposes. Smith continued to
explain that a member card will be issued to users and this number is used for contract
tracing purposes should there be a potential exposure.
Director Farrell followed up Smith remarks by speaking specifically about the Halloween
resolution that Deputy Director Smith mentioned. Farrell began by noting that he
participated in the Town Council meeting that occurred two days prior where they adopted
the resolution. Director Farrell established that, during his time with the Parks and
Recreation Department, he does not recall a time when the Town Council has adopted a
resolution specific to Halloween. Farrell also established that the Town of Brunswick does
not have an ordinance that specifically outlines trick-or-treating, how one can participate
and how one should participate in the holiday, but due to COVID-19 the Town Council
passed a resolution.
Director Farrell explained that he participated in the meeting via ZOOM and explained to
listeners that the Parks and Rec Department had gone through the planning processes for an
alternative program in the event that the Town Council discouraged door to door trick or
treating. Farrell continued to explain that the Department had begun planning a
collaborative family drive-thru trick or treating event with 8 different businesses and
organizations at up to 10 different locations throughout Brunswick. Farrell added that these
locations would have been decorated and manned by a member of the Parks and Rec
Department or a member of participating business and would allow for folks to drive in and
pick up a treat bag without person to person contact.
Farrell acknowledged that, prior to the Council’s vote, the Parks Department was prepared
to execute the program, but Farrell recommended that the program not occur in conjunction
with traditional trick or treating. Farrell recognized that the Town Council was in favor of
Farrell’s recommendation which was based on the fact that it wouldn’t be safe for the
Town to encourage families to get in cars and drive to different locations at the same time
that other families are walking door to door. The resolution, Farrell explained, encourages
trick or treating to occur on Halloween night from 4pm-8pm and encourages participating
households to turn their porch lights on during that time. Additionally, the resolution
referred interested participants to visit the CDC website regarding steps to ensure safe
Halloween activities for those collecting or distributing candy. Finally, Farrell explained,
the resolution discouraged participation by anyone who may have symptoms of COVID19. Farrell stated that this resolution was passed by a unanimous vote and resulted in the
Parks Department forgoing the planned event.
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Farrell noted that one Town Councilor had asked how households can maintain their safety
while handing out candy. Farrell said that he referred to the CDC website on Halloween
activities and also noted that there are many innovative ways to distribute candy featured
on the internet via webpages like YouTube. Farrell specifically mentioned treat distribution
systems created with items like PVC piping or pulley systems that extend from one’s porch
to the ground or sidewalk where children can collect the items without contamination of the
treats and while maintaining social distancing.
Farrell concluded that these are the ways in which Halloween will be approached this year.
Farrell further concluded that the parade is no longer happening and, while some are upset
about that, Farrell established that most understand why the Town of Brunswick cannot
reasonably hold a parade of that size given the pandemic. Farrell acknowledged that
families of small children are understandably upset, but the Department is hopeful that
traditional Halloween activities will resume in the coming year for the community and the
typical attendees of around 1500 individuals. Farrell then welcomed questions from
Recreation Commissioners.
Chair Lyne asked if specific information about maintaining safety while trick or treating
was posted to the Town of Brunswick webpage or if the Town of Brunswick was referring
folks to the CDC webpage for that information. Director Farrell replied that this
information appears directly on the Town of Brunswick home page. Farrell explained that
there is a banner running along the top of the page which, when clicked on, leads to a copy
of the Town Council resolution and a link to the information provided by the CDC. There
weren’t any additional questions or comments following Director Farrell’s reply.
Deputy Director Smith then began discussing the 53rd Annual Ski and Skate Sale, which
Smith noted will likely be very different than it has been in the past given the COVID-19
pandemic. Smith established that Recreation Department staff has been in talks about this
event for a considerable amount of time and feel that it is very important to hold the Ski
and Skate Sale because of the significance of continuing the tradition, as well as the
likelihood that many more folks will be interested in winter activities based on the outdoor
recreation trends observed over the spring, summer and fall as a result of the pandemic.
Smith highlighted that numerous calls and messages were exchanged with the DECD in an
effort to best plan for and offer this event which will be held on Sunday, November 8th
from 10-4pm. Smith noted that the sale is typically held from 1-4pm, but the hours are
extending this year. Other changes from previous years, Smith noted, include the sale no
longer featuring items from the public as well as an imposed restriction of only 50 shoppers
welcomed into the Recreation Center at one time. Additionally, Smith added that the sale
will now feature a one-way directional path from one vendor to the next and this method of
organization will echo the same ways in which larger box stores were organizing their
retail spaced at the beginning of the pandemic. Smith emphasized that this sale will yet
again be a great opportunity for the Brunswick community to purchase new and used
discounted items from some of the best ski vendors in the Northeast so that they can get
outdoors and make the most of the winter season during the pandemic.

Brunswick Recreation Commission
October 21, 2020

Town Council Chambers, Town Hall
Page 5 of 16

Smith reiterated that the sale will be held on November 8th from 10am-4pm. Smith added
that this event is free for the public to attend and masks will be required for any and all
individuals inside the Recreation Center. Smith further emphasized that Recreation Center
staff envision that this event will run smoothly and are hopeful that there will be favorable
weather that will help to make this a great 53rd Annual Ski Sale.
Deputy Director Smith then segued to discussing winter program offerings. Smith
explained that his program report for the month of October would typically include
program offerings for the coming season. Smith explained that programming throughout
the pandemic has been dependent upon information from the Maine DECD, who has
provided a checklist for all of the different industries in the state. Smith further explained
that the industry pertaining to the Recreation Department is the Community Sports
Guidelines, which is a ten-page document that includes general guidance, the importance of
the document and the risk of exposure. Specifically mentioned in the risk of exposure
section, Smith explained, is the likelihood for increased particle projection from fans and
coaches yelling, as well as the fact that particles can travel 14 feet, which is 8 feet further
than the typical 6 feet projection from aspiration.
Smith noted that parents and participants are educated about these facts when signing up
for a program, as well as the fact that the CDC does not recommend that face coverings are
worn during vigorous exercise. To that point, Smith established that the Rec Department
does not require face coverings for the majority of program offerings, but face masks are
required when entering or exiting the practice area, as well as during times when social
distancing is not possible. Oppositely, Smith explained, masks are required when plays are
waiting on the sideline or participating in a program where vigorous activity is not
occurring. Smith stated that the Recreation Department has relied on the support of parents
to help out with mask compliance during programming, as well as with the frequent use of
hand sanitizer.
Next, Deputy Director Smith displayed a digital copy of the Community Sports Guidelines.
Smith highlighted that it features a data table that lists the risk level, which ranges from
lower risk to higher risk, and levels of play that are allowed for the majority of sports.
Smith noted that the levels of play range from individual skill building at level one to statewide and multi-state interscholastic competition at level six. Smith summarized that the
State of Maine has clearly categorized different sports based on their level of risk and
approved levels of play.
Smith then pointed out that the document categorizes specific sports by their level of risk
and the level of play allowed by the State of Maine. Smith highlighted that this most recent
update on October 20th includes 10 or so sports that had not been listed in the previous
edition of this document. Smith further highlighted that these sports are classified from
lower to moderate to higher risk and the majority of the team sports that the Rec
Department offers, including soccer and basketball that have been recognized as being
permissible up to level four, which is competition between teams from the same geographic
area, like the same county and in some cases adjacent counties. Smith explained that
basketball in particular is only permissible up to level 3 of play so the Rec Department is
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likely to utilize the cohort model for this program. Smith further explained that this means
the programs include only team practices and competition within the same team, but
competition between different teams will hopefully be able to be implemented towards the
end of the program. Smith added that the Parks Department is also looking to see how the
MPA and the Maine school systems approach the winter sports season and the impact that
this will have on junior high school sports.
Deputy Director Smith concluded that, similar to the fall sports season, the Parks
Department is trying to gauge the different approaches for youth sports in order to best
determine how to use the community guidelines to mitigate risk while offering traditional
sports that the Brunswick community is used to having. Smith further concluded that he is
regularly referencing these guidelines, as well as collaborating with other recreation
departments to understand their approaches to youth sports. Smith added that information
should be coming out in the coming weeks and the Parks Department will mirror the school
system approach to youth sports.
Director Farrell asked Deputy Director Smith to spend more time speaking about the use of
school facilities and specifically the Brunswick School Superintendent’s position on the use
of indoor school facilities by non-school department programs. Smith replied that some
outdoor programs, like field hockey, have been approved for access to outdoor facilities at
the schools, but the Brunswick School Department is steadfast in their position that groups
from outside the school cannot use of their indoor facilities. Smith further stated that,
without receiving a direct response from the school department, he has made the
assumption that they want to keep outside groups away from the building in an effort to
better maintain a safe environment with regard to the different cohorts and the need for
contact tracing. Smith asserted that while he has not had this conversation with the
Brunswick School Department, it is something that may need to happen. Director Farrell
followed up by inquiring if Smith speculates that it will be difficult for the school to want
to schedule additional programming in the building given that they want to maintain the
space. Smith affirmed Farrell’s notion, adding that he is confident that the school is trying
to limit outside groups in an effort to protect cohorts.
Director Farrell replied to Smith once more, adding that he posed this question because the
Parks and Recreation Department has had a wonderful, collaborative relationship with the
Brunswick School Department for many years in terms of reciprocity and use of facilities.
Given COVID-19, however, Farrell established that whatever programs that can be offered
by the Department will likely be much different than the programs traditionally offered. To
that point, Farrell explained that these programs will all occur at the Recreation Center
contrary to years past when they are spread out amongst the different school facilities.
Farrell provided the example of a program that may have traditionally been held at a
particular facility and asserted that families cannot expect that this will not be the case
because the Recreation Department is in a position to assist the effort to reduce disease
transmission in the schools. Farrell commended Smith for his attention to this matter and
his ability to stay abreast of the changes. Farrell then summarized that the goal of the
Recreation Department is to bring as much normalcy to the community as possible and this
has been the goal of the Department throughout the entire pandemic. Farrell further
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summarized that basketball will likely occur this year, although it will look different than in
years past.
Director Farrell then segued to highlight the feedback that he has received from BYSL
families and mentioned that he has specifically heard that the effects of the pandemic are
unfortunate and the season is not what people are accustomed to, but folks are generally
pleased that children have the opportunity to be outside. Farrell continued on to include
that, even though the program has been modified, families are happy that their children
have been able to resume activity. Farrell concluded that he felt is very important for
everyone to understand what Deputy Director Smith and the Parks Department are tackling
every day because there are very differing opinions about approaches to the guidelines, but
the Department will always focus on safety. Farrell further concluded that the majority of
families are understanding of this stance and are appreciative that there are opportunities
even though they have been modified. Finally, Farrell asserted that the Department will
continue to endeavor to keep kids active throughout the winter with appropriate safety
precautions in place.
Commissioner Foushee mentioned that he has seen very smooth operations of soccer
programs that his high school aged children participate in. Foushee added, however, that he
believes spectators should be considered with regard to the different levels of play allowed
for different sports. Foushee, as a parent who has both coached and spectated for sports like
basketball, stated that the space for spectators within the Recreation Center needs to be
considered for winter programming as it can get crowded inside. Foushee added that he
would not want to restrict families from watching children participate but, there may need
to be different guidance. Farrell agreed with Commissioner Foushee and ventured that he
and Deputy Director Smith may need to discuss limiting games and scrimmages to one at a
time rather than scheduling concurrent programming, spread bleachers out and restrict how
close individuals can sit to one another. Smith replied to Foushee and Farrell by speaking
about the guidelines with regard to cohorts. Smith explained that the cohorts need to be
large enough that there can be scrimmages within the groups, but the Recreation Center is
limited to only 50 individuals at one time. Smith continued to explain that each cohort
would need to have about 16 players, which makes spectators and concurrent programming
in the building an issue.
Commissioner Wilkoff inquired if there had been any consideration with regard to
expanding winter programming or piloting new winter outdoor programs, like Cross
Country Skiing and broomball, which would allow kids to be active outside. Smith replied
to Wilkoff stating that he has had preliminary conversations with Hollie Green who has
expressed interest in offering the Cross Country Ski program. Smith asked Wilkoff to be
aware that he will likely be in need of additional instructors in order for the program to
support larger numbers of participants, as well as additional instructors to support more
program offerings on different days, as Smith envisioned that there will likely be a higher
demand for outdoor programming throughout the winter. Smith stated that he has also had
preliminary conversations about the possibility of offering a fat bike program, but weather
predictions also call for a mild winter which is not favorable for fat biking. Smith
concluded that the Parks and Rec Department is looking for more winter programs to offer.
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Director Farrell, speaking specifically about outdoor skating rinks, established that the
Department will do its best to keep the three outdoor rinks open and usable, but outdoor ice
skating is weather dependent and ice can only be made when the conditions are favorable.
Director Farrell then acknowledged that Wilkoff touched upon a very important fact; that
economically people are choosing to spend their money on winter outdoor equipment
because it is clear that a greater amount of recreational time is going to be spent outdoors.
Farrell also acknowledged that the transition to increased winter outdoor recreation may
also present the issue of fat bike riders heavily using or looking to use trails that are being
groomed for cross country skiing. To that point, Farrell recognized that there will likely be
increased user conflict in the sense that different user groups will be looking to utilize the
same corridors, but noted that the Town of Brunswick does not have the available resources
to enforce rules at all locations so conflicts do not happen. The good news, Farrell shared,
is that the Recreation Department secured funds through the capital project equipment
improvement program for an all-terrain vehicle that will set ski tracks much quicker and
the quality of the grooming and track setting will be vastly improved. Additionally, Farrell
stated that the Department will likely be able to service additional trails so long as there are
favorable ski conditions throughout the winter.
Commissioner Archbell mentioned that she has been in contact with community members
who are curious about how the outdoor rinks will be run this winter. Specifically, Archbell
inquired if there will be the ability for scheduling for each location and if there will be
rental opportunities for using the rinks considering that youth hockey programs will likely
be scaled back this winter due to the pandemic. Additionally, Commissioner Archbell
spoke about the Navy and MRRA’s most request to enforce land owning rights on land
directly adjacent to town trails and Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust trails given that the
rate of users will likely increase with more fat bike riders and others looking to maximize
outdoor recreation opportunities.
Director Farrell replied to Archbell by establishing that a large amount of new signage has
been installed on the properties that the Navy and MRRA are hoping to keep people out of.
Farrell noted that this has resulted in a lot of negative feedback from people who were
using those pieces of property. Farrell stated, however, that this will force those folks to use
the adjacent properties that are managed by the Town of Brunswick instead so usage on the
trails will increase because of that as well. Additionally, Farrell added that the Parks
Department is further along with the trail maintenance than expected in terms of removing
the stumpage on the seven miles of trails. To that point Farrell said that the entire 12 foot
wide perimeter road on the larger parcel of land to the east side of Kate Furbish is
complete. Director Farrell explained that the work is now transitioning to the 4 foot wide
trails and he predicts that all of the low stumpage on all of the trails will be removed before
the first measurable snowfall. Director Farrell also explained that he was informed by
Facilities Manager Wilson that 10 or so bog bridge crossings for East Furbish will be built
throughout the first week of November. Farrell continued on to note that during the
previous fall season people had to navigate around the gully, but if all goes well most of the
bridges will be in place before the major snow season.
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Commissioner Foushee asked to Smith and Farrell to mention where the three different ice
skating rinks are in town. Director Farrell replied that many folks may not be aware that the
Parks Department manages a lighted rink at the Coffin Pond Recreation Area, in addition to
the rink on the Brunswick Mall and Lishness Field. Farrell replied to Archbell question
about rinks at this time as well, noting that the Lishness Rink is specifically a hockey rink,
but it is still dependent upon natural ice making conditions. The other two rinks, Farrell
noted, are regular rinks without boards, but some folks choose to play hockey at those
locations as well. Foushee followed up Farrell remarks by inquiring if there was a capacity
to add a fourth rink. Director Farrell acknowledged that he had not considered adding a
fourth; however, the owner of Fat Boy Restaurant had just submitted a proposal to the
Town Council at their most recent meeting for an outdoor rink. Farrell said that this
proposal included a rink that would be operated in conjunction with a tent for outdoor food
and beverage service. Farrell noted that he is unaware of the square footage of the proposed
area, but that the rink is likely not going to have boards for hockey. Farrell continued on to
note that he thought it was going to be in the east side of the building, which isn’t exactly a
small area. Chair Lyne stated that he had only heard of this recent development on the
radio, but heard that the size is about half of an Olympic sized rink. Farrell asked Lyne if
he was aware of any plans for artificial ice to which Lyne replied that he was not aware of
any intentions for artificial ice. Director Farrell circled back to Foushee initial question
about adding a fourth rink and settled on the fact that the Parks Department would really
have to give some consideration to that given the cost and the need for personnel to
maintain the rink. Also, Farrell recognized that the Parks Department has not gone through
an exercise to determine where the rink would be located if the Town of Brunswick was
able to add one.
Chair Lyne followed up these remarks by recalling Smith’s initial comments on the Ski and
Skate Sale. Lyne sought clarity from Smith about whether or not there would be a used
gear or equipment swap as part of the sale or if there would only be new equipment for sale
from vendors. Deputy Director Smith replied that the sale will no longer include the used
items for sale by the public; however, the vendors will likely be trying to liquidate a
majority of last season’s gear as well as used gear acquired from a liquidation or rental
program. Smith reiterated that these public sales will not be included as they have been, but
the vendors will be offering great deals. Smith explained that this is because the Rec
Department did not want to have this into the Rec Center because of the number of
individuals involved and the amount of cleaning that would need to occur both for touch
points throughout the building as well as for the equipment itself. To that point Smith
highlighted that the Rec Department staff is confident that the vendors will ensure that the
items are sanitized and they will conduct themselves in a safe manner. Smith admitted that
this will hopefully be the only year that this will have to happen and also emphasized how
important it was to the Department to offer the sale for Brunswick area citizens who are
looking to upgrade or begin their winter sports journey.
Chair Lyne followed up once more to ask what the enrollment numbers were for BYSL in
the 2020 season as it compares to years past. Smith recalled that there were 178 players this
year, but the previous season saw over 400 participants. Smith then added those 178
players to the 30 participating in the Seacoast United Soccer Clinic to amount to a total of
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about half of the previous year’s enrollment. Smith used these figures as a means to speak
about the detrimental impact of the COVID-19 pandemic as many children are not
participating in sports currently. Smith explained that it is uncertain what these sports will
look like because it is unclear how many will return to sports or continue with sports once
the pandemic is over. Deputy Director Smith attributed this unfortunate side effect of the
pandemic to the importance of keeping some form of programming available so that
children are staying active and able to fight some of the other challenges that the pandemic
has brought forth. Chair Lyne replied to Smith, noting that these statistics are likely to be
useful in planning for the basketball season. Smith agreed with Lyne and used the example
of travel basketball in particular as there are no travel basketball programs associated with
YMCAs or Parks and Rec Departments given the stringent community sports guidelines.
Smith acknowledged, conversely, that there are some private clubs that may take different
risks that a Town entity would not. Chair Lyne affirmed that there are approaches that club
teams can take which are contrary to what the Parks and Recreation Department is able to
do. Lyne commended the Department for running the programs that have been offered so
that children are able to stay active while also meeting the requirements of the guidelines.
Commissioner Wilkoff followed by offering remarks about the Ski and Skate Sale. Wilkoff
asserted that advertising efforts should begin as soon as possible and should include the
fact that public sales are not included in case families were looking to use that as a source
of obtaining items. Smith explained that he had included that fact on the Parks and Rec
website and it will be included in the advertisements that are disseminated. Smith stated
that he was aware of the impact that this change would have on families and the importance
of being transparent about this so that families were not waiting in line for items that
weren’t there or hanging onto items that could not be sold or donated this year. Smith once
again reiterated that the Department did not feel it would be safe or responsible to offer the
public sales, but also recognized the impact this would have given that the sale has been
happening for 53 years.
Commissioner Foushee asked Farrell and Smith if there was any potential for keeping the
outdoor basketball courts, like at the Edwards Field complex, cleared and available so that
folks could play basketball this outside this winter as weather allows. Smith recognized that
this is a possibility with the help of the Facilities Manager and Parks Crew, but in terms of
programming there is limited availability for offerings outdoors given a number of
challenges. Smith also recognized that while there may not always be snow, there is still
the likelihood of ice. Director Farrell agreed with Foushee’s proposal and acknowledged
that it is something that should be considered. Farrell named McKeen Landing and
Edwards Field in particular, as these are complexes that serve a large number of children
who live in the respective areas.
Chair Lyne welcomed any other comments or questions with regard to programming. Lyne
ultimately closed out this section of the meeting by commending the Department once
again for the effort to try to offer some form of programming. Lyne highlighted how
impressive this effort is although it may feel like a big decline from years past.
5

OLD BUSINESS
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FOLLOW UP ON THE RIVERS AND COASTAL WATERS COMMISSION AND
RECREATION COMMISSION LEADERSHIP MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 10TH
Director Farrell recalled the previous meeting in which he provided an outline that he
created with the help of Commissioner Wilkoff and the leadership team from the Rivers
and Coastal Waters Commission. The outline, Farrell explained, contained the various sites
throughout Brunswick that they felt needed attention as well as the specific issues upgrades
that needed to occur at each site. Farrell included Simpson’s Point, Barnes Landing,
Wharton Point, Lower Androscoggin River, Mere Point and park rangers as topics that the
RCWC would like the Recreation Commission to consider. Farrell explained that a ZOOM
workshop is scheduled during their monthly meeting to discuss these items and to have a
dialogue about the highest priority sites that could be focused on between now and the next
fiscal budget year. Farrell continued to explain that this would allow for time to prepare in
case a site required funding to upgrade and those upgrades needed to be requested as part
of the budget.
Director Farrell explained that the RCWC had completed an exercise where they
highlighted the top 3 sites or items they felt were of the most importance to focus on.
Director Farrell then sought assistance from Commissioner Wilkoff to summarize the
results of a survey he was sent from Dan Devereaux and how the RCWC planned to use the
survey in the upcoming workshop. Wilkoff explained that this survey was disseminated
after the last RCWC meeting and it was created without knowledge of the expense for
repairs or the level of work involved with any of the projects. Wilkoff continued to explain
that this survey served as a starting place to begin the discussion between the two
commissions. Wilkoff proposed that the Recreation Commission also tackle the items in
the same fashion in preparation for the joint meeting. Wilkoff also recalled that Farrell had
mentioned drafting up the costs associated with each project and thought it would be useful
to have those numbers to incorporate into the discussion.
Director Farrell expressed the importance of providing a map for the joint meeting so that
everyone can be acclimated to these different locations. In addition to the maps, Farrell
stated that Dennis Wilson, the Facilities Manager, will also provide some updated
photographs of each location and the specific issue at the site, whether that is erosion or a
failed ramp, so that everyone has a common understanding of the conditions. Additionally,
Farrell committed to drafting up the cost of capital projects with the help of Dan Devereaux
in terms of providing a range of associated costs, but not specific numbers as the final cost
may rely upon other Town of Brunswick staff or an engineer’s assessment of the upgrades
need. Farrell, in looking at the data, determined that it is clear there are three items whose
priority seems to be agreed upon by the RCWC, as well as an additional group of three that
are a close second. Farrell summarized that there are 6 items out of the 9 total items that are
of priority with 3 of them being highest priority and 3 being of almost equal priority.
Director Farrell asked Wilkoff if he agrees with Farrell summary of the data and Farrell
also hypothesized that the results of this process may have been skewed by a lack of
information. Commissioner Wilkoff agreed with Farrell, stating that the ranking of
importance was not based upon in-depth work by the committee, but based on personal
interest, personal concern, and personal experience. Wilkoff expressed that he felt this was
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a useful exercise and he is pleased to see Park Rangers at the top of the list, but noted that
there wasn’t much data that went into it. Director Farrell asked if Wilkoff felt that photos of
these sites and of the issues would be helpful for determining the priority of the projects.
Wilkoff affirmed that he felt photos, as well as a map, would be very helpful throughout
the exercise.
Director Farrell then asked the remaining Recreation Commissioners if they have any
initial reactions to the survey data or if they have had a chance to look at the different
locations and feel that there are certain locations that certainly need to be prioritized. Chair
Lyne admitted that he had not looked at the sites and could not offer feedback.
Commissioner Smithson stated that she has been to most of the sites recently and is not
surprised to see Simpson’s, Wharton’s and Mere Points at the top of the list because they
are all very high usage areas. Director Farrell settled upon the fact that he would be able to
provide assessments of whether or not a project is likely to be very costly or less costly, but
Farrell shied away from making exact determinations about the cost of a project given that
he could not predict that with a high degree of accuracy.
Wilkoff followed up Farrell’s remark by urging Commissioners to visit the Androscoggin
location as it is a high quality location, but is often over-looked. Chair Lyne added that this
is the location at or before Pinette’s Landing. Director Farrell agreed with Wilkoff in the
sense that many people drive by that location and don’t even realize that they have gone
past it. Farrell explained that the easement is very narrow right of way and it sits between
two houses.
Commissioner Archbell noted that she felt it important to familiarize herself with rules and
regulations of the sites given the conflict with swimmers at Simpson’s point that occurred
over the summer where it was ultimately determined that swimming wasn’t even allowed
there in the first place. Archbell then inquired if the work at Simpson’s Point was intended
to repair the launch for hand-carry only. Farrell replied that Simpson’s Point is hand-carry
only due to a mitigation stipulation that related to the opening of the Mere Point Boat
Launch given that the Mere Point location impacted a lot of eel grass that needed to be
removed in order to install the new launch. Closing Simpson’s Point, Farrell explained, was
due to restoration efforts to improve the eel grass bed located there. Farrell continued to
explain that Simpson’s Point was preferred by shellfish harvesters given its proximity to
the flats, but now those harvesters have to travel much further to access the flats from Mere
Point and the winter time presents much more treacherous conditions to get to the flats as
well. Farrell concluded that the Town of Brunswick cannot re-open Simpson’s Point to
motorized vessels because that use is restricted based on the conditions of the permitting to
build the Mere Point Boat Launch.
Director Farrell then expressed his concern related to young families swimming off of
Simpson’s Point because the plank system in some places is undermined and often has to
be filled by Public Works. Farrell added that it only takes a few bad weather events before
all of that material is washed out and the safety hazards return. To that point Farrell
clarified that, while hand-carry crafts will be encouraged to use the ramp, the main focus of
repairing the ramp is to stabilize it so it doesn’t erode as much. Commissioner Archbell
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expressed her understanding of the safety hazards and also reiterated that she hopes to
better understand what is allowed and encouraged at each of these locations. Farrell then
replied to Archbell, highlighting her statement about swimming and reaffirming that
swimming is not permitted at any landings. The reason that swimming hasn’t been
addressed, Farrell explained, is due to fact that, prior to closing the landing to motorized
vehicles, very few people swam there because it was discouraged as boats were going in
and out frequently. Farrell continued to explain that prior to the closing of the launch
people were swimming in front of private property because the Town of Brunswick only
owned the right of way to the water, but people have been swimming there more frequently
since the launch closed. Since the closure, the Town of Brunswick has also purchased
additional land to the left of the launch, which has resulted in conversations about
improving parking and accessibility. Farrell acknowledged that since the closure and
subsequent purchase of additional land it is time to have a more rigorous conversation with
the RCWC about the issue of swimming because the Town owns frontage beyond just the
right of way. The discussion, Farrell added, should focus on the implications of the current
ordinance and whether or not that ordinance should change.
Chair Lyne asked if the dog conversation would be included in the joint meeting. Farrell
stated that the issue of dogs is included in the longer list of topics, but it is not one of the
high priority topics from the RCWC survey exercise. That being said, Farrell also
recognized that Simpson’s Point is the main area where the initial complaints emerged
from. Farrell established that there have been no other reported conflicts between dogs and
other individuals at any of the other boat launch locations. Lyne noted that he was recently
at Baxter Woods with the Portland Parks and Recreation Department who recently adopted
leash rules during certain hours of the day and during the peak summer months. Lyne
expressed that he is looking forward to the joint conversation because the issue of dogs was
tabled for a number of months and needs to be addressed.
Director Farrell proposed that a presentation to frame the meeting with the RCWC would
be helpful. Farrell proposed that this presentation could include images and bullet points
related to the traditional issues that have been and continue to be a challenge before
opening the conversation to include everyone. Chair Lyne followed up Farrell remarks by
inquiring how old the ramp at Simpson’s Point is and the last time it was improved. Farrell
acknowledged that he could not provide an exact age, but that he knows the ramp has been
there for at least 50 years and, while it has not been rebuilt at any time, there were sections
that required repair a few times throughout its history.
Chair Lyne confirmed that all Recreation Commissioners planned to attend the ZOOM
Workshop and noted that the meeting begins at 6 pm. Farrell asked Wilkoff if there were
any items from his most recent meeting with the RCWC. Wilkoff noted that he felt all
topics were covered, however he felt that the issues of dogs needed to be discussed as he
felt that the topic may sidetrack the workshop. Archbell stated that she thought addressing
user conflicts would address the dog issue. Farrell mentioned that he would be able to try
and have someone from Animal Control present for the conversation to address what
remediation steps could or couldn’t be taken when interactions of this sort arise from the
enforcement side of things. Lyne proposed tabling any significant conversation about the
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topic of dogs and give the dog conversation its own night to discuss it specifically, should
the issue warrant a larger discussion.
Commissioner Archbell looked for clarification surrounding the purpose of the meeting and
asked if the purpose was to discuss the topics and determine which items to prioritize.
Director Farrell explained that this joint meeting originated from individuals from the
RCWC reaching out with specific priorities which led to meetings with the individual
members of the commission as well as Town of Brunswick Staffers Dan Devereaux, Dan
Sylvain, and Dennis Wilson. Farrell continued to explain that that he then sought clarity
about these individual complaints because it was unclear if the individual was representing
the entire commission or their own concerns. Farrell summarized that these individual
meetings led to the leadership meeting which resulted in the scheduling of the joint meeting
to discuss the list of items featured in the survey.
In the leadership meeting, Farrell noted that he and Sylvain sought to convey that the staff
were seeking guidance given that there are limited resources in terms of time and funding.
As a result, Farrell added that he encouraged the RCWC to select one or two overarching
projects that could be addressed via a focused effort with a plan and cost estimate so that it
could go before the Recreation Commission given that the RCWC does not have a budget
of its own and improvements to the launches would fall under the Parks and Rec budget.
Archbell expressed that it is her understanding that if the dog conversation is included in
user conflicts and it is determined to be a priority then it would be addressed at a future
time. To that point, Archbell proposed that it would be more beneficial to have Animal
Control sit in on the meeting once it progresses to that point. Archbell also expressed,
however, that comparing user conflicts and ramp repairs is like comparing apples and
oranges as the two topics are non-comparative. Farrell agreed with Archbell, but also
expressed that the user conflicts go beyond just dogs and those conflicts also point to the
importance of Park Rangers as it is the enforcement of rules and regulations that is lacking.
Farrell added that the RCWC has submitted a letter the past two years to encourage the
reinstatement of the Parks Rangers, but they continue to be cut.
Chair Lyne inquired if there will be an agenda for the meeting. Farrell explained that an
agenda will be sent out, as well as a PowerPoint presentation that will include some visuals,
a map of all of the facilities, and a listing of the issues that need to be addressed.
5b

VETERANS PLAZA CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Director Farrell noted that the plaza is coming together nicely, but the current challenge,
similarly to the programming issue, is figuring out how to accommodate the number of
individuals who want to be present at the dedication. Based on the guidelines, Farrell
explained, the event is limited to no more than 100 individuals outside, but 1400
individuals have expressed an interest in being present for the dedication. Farrell noted that
communications have been extended to these individuals so they are aware that the
livestream can be viewed via Facebook, Vimeo and YouTube and those links are accessible
from the Veterans Plaza website as well.
Director Farrell then directed everyone’s attention to the guest speaker bios which were
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included in Commissioners’ packets. These speakers, Farrell stated, includes General
Farnham, Senator Collins, Senator King, Rear Admiral Jan Gaudio, and Command Sargent
Major Gretchen Evans. Farrell explained that Evans, who is a resident of Brunswick, has an
impressive story and exemplary military background. Farrell added that the committee only
realized she was a resident of Brunswick after having pursued her for involvement in the
ceremony. Farrell also added that there are significant challenges with both Senators as
Collins is in the midst of an election and King is currently in session and attending
committee meetings. Because of that conflict, Farrell noted that the committee is
attempting to work out how to include them in the ceremony remotely with the help of
Congressional staffers, Bryan Cobb and Jim Nelon who operated his own production
company. Additionally, Farrell stated that Governor Mills has been invited, as well as a
number of other ranking military officials which adds security challenges to the logistical
planning of the event. Farrell noted that he planned to approach the Town Council to
request a closure of a number of streets abutting the Mall for the duration of the event in
order to support the staging of different participants in the event. Farrell added that he has
also been working with the FAA to schedule a fly-over with military aircraft to start the
whole event. Finally, Farrell mentioned that a unique aspect of the event is that the media
will have an opportunity to interview the speakers 30 minutes prior to the beginning of the
event at 11am.
Director Farrell, continuing to speak about the event, expressed that there are many moving
pieces, but thankfully all of the pledges are up to date and people are consistently making
their payments along the schedule they agreed to. In total, Farrell noted that fundraising has
reach more than $500,000 which means that more money than the initially proposed
$40,000 maintenance trust may be able to be turned over after the project. Farrell expressed
that he would like to extend an invitation to all of the Recreation Commissioners however
they will not be able to be in attendance due to the restrictions with regard to COVID-19.
Instead, Commissioners will receive an invitation to participate via livestream. Farrell then
welcomed all Commissioners to view the plaza as all of the honor blocks are installed and
all of the concrete cutting has been completed, in addition to the lighting and sentinel posts
being installed. Farrell concluded that this project has begun to reach its culmination as the
facility and event are taking shape. Farrell further concluded that this event is certainly
happening and the public will begin to see information about the event encouraging folks to
livestream the event rather than visit the Mall during the dedication.
Chair Lyne inquired if the construction of the monument is on schedule. Farrell affirmed
that the construction is on schedule and this week is a key for the process as the veteran
honor blocks will be installed. Beyond the installment of the Veterans Honor Blocks,
Farrell explained that the final steps will include landscaping of the area and final touch
ups. Chair Lyne congratulated Farrell on all the hard work and expressed his excitement at
getting to see the final product.
7

OTHER BUSINESS
Chair Lyne proposed a future conversation about the fact that families are not able to
spectate during programming this year and mentioned that streaming youth sports might be
a way to include families in their child’s programming. Deputy Director Smith agreed and
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noted that many different organizations are doing creative and innovative things to allow
parents to watch games so it is possible that it could be done at the Rec as well. Chair Lyne
and Commissioner Foushee both expressed that Facebook and in particular Facebook Live
are great ways to engage families, which Lyne also noted was very effective for engaging
the public for the Veterans Plaza Dedication as well.
8

The date for the next meeting is a Wednesday, October 28th at 6:00pm for a joint workshop
with the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission via Zoom Meetings.

9

ADJOURNMENT
COMMISSIONER ARCHBELL MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING; SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER FOUSHEE; VOTE 5-0 UNANIMOUS OF THOSE PRESENT.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 pm.

Program Report

Prepared by Troy Smith, Deputy Director
November 18, 2020

CURRENT OR RECENTLY COMPLETED
Adult Zumba – 6 Participants
Hip Hop Dance Club – 5 Participants
UPCOMING FALL PROGRAMMING OFFERINGS
 Adult Zumba- Third Fall Session!
(Ages 12 and Up!) Zumba is a Latin-based dance fitness class which infuses rhythms from all around the world.
Zumba is perfect for everybody and every body! Once the Latin and World rhythms take over, you'll see why
Zumba® Fitness classes are often called exercise in disguise. The program runs on Mondays & Thursdays,
November 23- December 21*, from 6pm-7pm. It is located Indoors at the Recreation Center and is taught by
Jennifer Curit who has been a licensed Zumba instructor for 3yrs. The 8-week session is $40 for Residents and $53
for non-residents. *No class on Thanksgiving
 Winter Explorers Club
For youth in grades 6-8. This 6-week program meets on December 9th, 16th, 23rd, and January 6th, 13th, and 20th
(No program over Holiday Break) for 90 minutes on Wednesday’s from 3-4:30pm. Each week will feature a different
activity in the woods and on the trails of Brunswick Landing. Starting from the Rec Center, students will explore the
outdoors while walking on trails, using a compass in the woods, snowshoeing, tracking animal prints, predicting the
weather, and learning about the moon and stars. Special requests for outdoor winter activities are also welcome!
Participants should also come with an open mind, plenty of curiosity and a desire for adventure! This program will
be led by Alicia Heyburn, Executive Director of Teens to Trails. Alicia is also a Registered Maine Sea Kayak Guide
and a Wilderness First Responder. COVID-19 Mitigation includes completion of health questionnaire prior to each
session, social distancing, mask usage, and hand sanitizer use.
 CROSS COUNTRY SKI LESSONS:
This program is for youth ages 8-15 as of January 5th.The program will be held on trails at the Mer Creek
Golf Course/Kate Furbish Trails on the Brunswick Landing. Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00-5:00pm,
January 5th – February 11th. Participants will meet for class at the parking lot of the Mere Creek Golf
Course (via Route 123). Fee: $42 Residents/ $56 Non-Residents
REOPENING OF THE RECREATION CENTER
PHASE 4
Week of November 16th
8:30am-10:30am- Track Use (walking only) & 1 VS 1 Pickleball
10:30am-11:30am- Cleaning and Ventilation
11:30pm-1:30pm- Track Use (walking only) & 1 VS 1 Pickleball
1:30pm-2:30pm- Cleaning and Ventilation
2:30pm-5:30pm- Track Use (walking only) & 1 VS 1 Pickleball
5:30pm-8:00pm- Track Use (walking only), 1 VS 1 Pickleball
New for Phase 4
Now Open on Saturdays 9am -4pm & Sunday 1pm to 6pm for Track Use & 1 v 1 Pickleball
RECREATION CENTER GUIDELINES FOR USE:
• Users will need to wear face coverings when 6 feet of physical distancing cannot be maintained and upon
entering/exiting/registering the recreation center (Face coverings do not need to be worn during exercise).
• Check in will be required for all users.
• A facility use waiver will need to be completed on your first visit for use of the Recreation Center. Minors
will need a signed waiver by parent/guardian.
• The lobby chairs are spread out for quick breaks or shoe changing
• Please bring a water bottle or drink, water fountains will be unavailable
• Track will be for walking only. Inner lane will be for slower traffic.
• One way directional entry and exits into the Recreation Center. Hand Sanitizer will be available.

COVID19 Prevention Checklist Industry
Guidance
Last updated: Nov 13, 2020
The State of Maine has adopted a staged approach, supported by science, public health expertise,
and industry collaboration, to allow Maine organizations to safely open when the time is right.
The plan is available at www.maine.gov/covid19/restartingmaine.
This is one of many guidance documents the State is preparing for organizations so they can be
prepared to meet health guidelines and reopen safely. Please make sure you pair this document
with the general guidance document that applies to all sectors, which is available on
maine.gov/decd.
Please note: This document may be updated as additional information and resources become
available.

Community Sports
General Guidance and Requirements for Community Sports Activities (Updated
11/6/20)
Community sports activities for both youth and adults require careful consideration during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Health experts recognize the role of outdoor recreation and exercise in
promoting mental health, physical fitness, and cognitive development. Reducing exposure to
respiratory droplets through physical distancing and face coverings, as well as increased hand
hygiene and avoidance of shared and common touch items, remain the primary tools to mitigate
the spread of COVID-19. Because of the increased possibility of infection through droplets,
vigorous exercise in closely confined spaces should be avoided.
At this time, outdoor training with physical distancing may be prudent. These requirements and
guidelines focus on maximizing opportunities for physical distancing and keeping small, stable
cohorts of participants whenever possible. This guidance includes best practices recommended
by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Aspen Institute, and guidance
documents from several states.
Students attending school and students participating in any group sporting activity (club,
community or school-based) are mixing the cohorts that schools are attempting to use for their
public health protection measures. This increased mixing creates a high risk for potential spread
both within schools and between schools and therefore this guidance must be diligently followed.
Sports activities present multiple challenges in the effective use of primary prevention strategies.
These challenges include:

•
•
•

•

Risk of exposure to the virus due to close physical proximity during sports activities
through participation in the sport activity itself, group seating, and group travel.
Increased risk during intense and sustained physical contact whether purposeful or
accidental.
Increased projection of respiratory particles during cardiovascular activities, yelling or
shouting as part of play, or common sneezing or coughing. This increase in projection of
droplets can be up to 14 feet, well exceeding the typical physical distancing
recommendation of 6 feet between individuals.
While face coverings may not be compatible with some activities, experience in different
states with fall sports shows that they can be safely and effectively worn during
competition. As such, face coverings are required for all individuals at practices and
competitions at all times, including players, coaches, staff, and officials while engaging
in practice or competition.

Note: This document applies to community-based sports clubs, teams, and events. This includes
organized sports with limited private as well as public participants (Updated 11/13/20). It does
not apply to professional and collegiate sports, which are governed by professional and
intercollegiate association guidelines as well as applicable Executive Orders (e.g. large
gathering limits). (Updated 10/22/20)

Framework for Assessing the Risk of Sports and Recreation Activities (Updated
11/6/20)
The risk of participating in sports and recreation activities is determined by a combination of (1)
risk of transmission of COVID-19 inherent to each sport in terms of duration and proximity of
contact (e.g. golf versus rugby) and (2) risk associated with the type of play (e.g. skill-building
drills, within-team competition, competition between teams from different geographic areas).
Type of Play
The following types of play are defined by level from least to greatest risk. Across all types of
play, keep players together in small, stable groups (i.e. cohorts) with dedicated coaches or staff.
Ideally, these cohorts should include fewer than 30 individuals. Individual training alone or with
household members is permitted at all times. (Updated 11/13/20)
•
•
•

•

•
•

Level 1: Performing skill-building drills or conditioning (Updated 11/9/20)
Level 2: Team-based practice with physically distanced group activities
Level 3: Within-team competition (e.g. intra-squad scrimmages) or virtual competition
with other teams. This level of play involves interaction within one cohort of participants.
(Updated 11/13/20)
Level 4: In-person competition between teams from the same geographic area (e.g. the
same county and in some cases adjacent counties). This level of play involves
interaction between two cohorts of participants. (Updated 11/13/20)
Level 5: In-person competition between teams from different geographic areas within
Maine (Updated 11/13/20)
Level 6: In-person competition between teams from different states (Updated 11/13/20)

Note: Individuals traveling or returning to Maine must follow the executive order on travel and
rules explained in the Keep Maine Healthy plan. This includes a requirement that all out-of-state
travelers coming into Maine, as well as Maine residents returning to Maine, complete a 14-day
quarantine upon arrival or have a negative COVID-19 PCR test no longer than 72 hours of
arrival with quarantine while waiting for the result (unless that travel is to or from an exempted
state). Check the website of the Maine Centers for Disease Control for updated information on
exemptions to this requirement. Please note that competition between teams from different states
is not recommended at this time.
Type of play allowed, based on risk level of sport or activity
At this time, sports are restricted to the types of play presented in the table below based on the
level of risk associated with the sport or activity. During all activities, the public health measures
in this guidance must be followed (e.g., hand hygiene, cleaning and disinfecting, face coverings,
etc.) These requirements will be updated as conditions change and they will be reviewed on or
about January 1, 2021. The Maine DHHS and Maine CDC have developed a Health Advisory
System to categorize counties for school district's use. Organizers of community sports should
suspend competitions and group practices in counties categorized as "Yellow." "Red" suggests a
county has a high risk of COVID-19 spread and that all organized sports are inadvisable.
(Updated 11/6/20)

Risk level characteristics

•

•

Examples

Levels of
Play
Allowed

Lower Risk
Examples: Batting cages, singles or
doubles tennis, singles pickleball,
individual swimming, catch, disc golf,
golf, individual biking, surfing,
horseback riding, crew/sailing, fishing,
hunting, motor sports, gymnastics,
Sports and activities that can be
weightlifting, single sculling, no contact
done with physical distancing and martial arts (Updated 11/13/20), curling
no physical contact
(Updated 11/13/20), individual figure
Levels 1-5
Sports and activities that can be
skating (Updated 11/13/20), individual
done individually
speed skating (Updated 11/13/20),
throwing events (javelin, shot put, discus,
hammer), jumping events (high jump,
pole vault, long jump, triple jump),
skiing, cross country events where
physical distance can be maintained

Moderate Risk

Risk level characteristics

•

Examples

Sports and activities that involve
intermittent close proximity or
limited, incidental contact, but
with protective equipment or
mitigating measures in place that
may reduce the likelihood of
respiratory particle transmission
between participants (e.g., wearing
masks, modifying play to maintain
6 feet of physical distance,
cleaning and disinfecting)

Examples: Baseball, softball, team
swimming, fencing, soccer, basketball,
lacrosse, ice hockey, competitive and
sideline cheer, contact martial arts
(Updated 11/13/20), ultimate frisbee,
running events where physical distance
cannot be maintained, field hockey, pair
figure skating, team speed skating
(Updated 11/13/20), volleyball, 7 vs. 7
flag (touch) football, doubles pickleball

Levels of
Play
Allowed
Level 1
starting
December
7
Levels 2-3
starting
December
14
Level 4
starting
January
11, 2021

Higher Risk
•

Sports and activities that involve
sustained close contact between
participants, lack of significant
protective barriers, and high
probability that respiratory
particles will be transmitted
between participants

Level 1
starting
December
7
Examples: Football, wrestling, rugby,
boxing

Level 2
starting
December
14
(Updated
11/7/20)

Outdoor Level 1-4 activity for Moderate Risk sports can wrap up this weekend, ending by
November 9, subject to the new face covering guidance. (Updated 11/7/2020)

High-Risk Populations
1. Vulnerable or high-risk populations require special consideration for sporting activities.
2. Individuals should discuss the risk of COVID-19 with their primary care provider to
determine if sports activities are a safe option for them or their child, with consideration
for individuals at higher risk with whom they or a member of their household group may
be living or interacting with. (Updated 9/1/20)
3. The following populations are at higher risk. Higher risk should be considered in regard
to participation in sporting activities as a player or a coach (and in some settings, as a
spectator):
1. People 65 or older
2. People who live in a nursing home or long-term care facility

3. People of all ages with underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well
controlled including:
1. People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma
2. People who have serious heart conditions
3. People who are immunocompromised: Many conditions can cause a
person to be immunocompromised, including cancer treatment, smoking,
bone marrow or organ transplantation, immune deficiencies, poorly
controlled HIV or AIDS, and prolonged use of corticosteroids and other
immune weakening medications
4. People with severe obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 40 or higher)
5. People with diabetes
6. People with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis
7. People with liver disease
4. Consider offering options for individuals at higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19,
such as virtual coaching and in-home drills that limit their exposure risk.

General Requirements
1. Organizers of community sports activities are responsible for limiting the number of
individuals that can gather in a shared space, in accordance with the Governor’s
Executive Order on gathering size limits. (Updated 11/6/20)
1. Players, coaches, volunteers, officials, and spectators count toward the gathering
limit. (Updated 9/10/20)
2. If a space cannot accommodate the gathering limit without complying with the
six-foot distancing requirement, occupancy in that space must be limited to allow
for such compliance.
2. Require individuals to wear a face covering, per CDC recommendations and pertinent
Executive Orders from the Office of the Governor. (Updated 11/6/20)
1. Face coverings are required for all individuals during practice and competition.
2. Unless the governing body for your sport has a specific recommendation
regarding plastic face shields, do not wear them in place of a face covering given
potential safety risks.
3. Face coverings must be worn by coaches, staff, officials, and spectators.
4. To facilitate the use of a face covering, coaches and officials should consider
using an artificial noisemaker such as an air horn in place of a whistle.
3. Require individuals to maintain 6 feet of physical distance from individuals who are not
part of their household group whenever possible.
1. Organizers should identify staff members or volunteers to help maintain physical
distancing among players, coaches, umpires/referees, and spectators.
2. Space players at least 6 feet apart whenever possible (e.g., during warmup, skill
building activities, simulation drills, when explaining drills or the rules of the
game).
3. Spectators must maintain 6 feet of physical distance between themselves and
other spectators as well as players.
4. Discourage unnecessary physical contact, such as high fives, handshakes, fist
bumps, or hugs.

Communicating COVID-19 Policies
1. Inform participants and spectators of your COVID-19 policies and procedures in
advance, if possible, via website, newsletters, social media channels, etc.
1. Coaches are encouraged to send a welcome email or call players and/or parents to
inform them about actions that the program will take to protect players. During
these calls, coaches should remind them to stay home if they are sick or have been
around someone who is sick.
2. Place signage at entrances and throughout the venue alerting individuals to required
gathering limits, physical distancing requirements, face covering policies, symptoms of
COVID-19, and other health and hygiene reminders. The federal CDC has developed
free, printable posters on these topics (see: Print Resources; For communications
resources specific to sporting activities see: Considerations for Youth Sports).
3. It is strongly recommended that program organizers and coaches remind players,
spectators, and staff that if they are ill (e.g. have a fever or cough) they should not visit,
train, or play. Signage reminding individuals of the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 is
highly recommended.
4. Consider using announcements and/or recorded messages to communicate COVID-19
policies to individuals during their time at the venue, if applicable.

Operational Requirements
Risk of virus transmission decreases in outside environments. Indoor sports activities
significantly increase exposure to respiratory droplets in the shared air space. Prioritize outdoor,
as opposed to indoor, practice and play as much as possible. Vigorous exercise amongst team
members from different households in closely confined spaces should be avoided, even if
masked and physically distanced.
1. Provide training to coaches, officials, and staff on:
1. hand hygiene
2. physical distancing guidelines and expectations
3. monitoring personal health
4. proper wear, removal, and disposal of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
5. laundering of face coverings and uniforms: Cleaning and Disinfecting Your
Facility, How to Disinfect: Laundry (CDC)
6. cleaning protocols, including how to safely and effectively use cleaning
supplies: Guidance for Cleaning and Disinfecting Public Spaces, Workplaces,
Businesses, Schools and Homes (CDC)
2. Conduct training virtually or ensure that physical distancing is maintained during
training.
3. Youth activities require adult supervision to ensure careful attention to mitigation
strategies.
4. Coaches, volunteers, and athletes must stay home if they are feeling ill or have any
symptoms of COVID-19. Organizers/coaches should ask all staff and players (or
guardians of players, if appropriate) to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to
practice or competition using either of the following approaches:

1. Use an electronic or app-based self-screening form, such as the Coronavirus SelfChecker available on the federal CDC’s homepage.
2. Self-screen using the following questions:
1. Do you feel ill or have you been caring for someone who is ill?
2. In the past two weeks, have you been exposed to anyone who tested
positive for COVID-19?
5. Promote frequent handwashing or hand sanitizing with all participants engaged in sports
activities. If soap and water are not readily available, use hand sanitizers with a minimum
of 60% alcohol content. Handwashing and/or sanitizing should occur before and after the
sport activities, and more often if the activity involves the use of shared objects.
1. Providing a method to rinse hands before applying hand sanitizer is recommended
for situations where participants may become dirty or dusty.
2. Encourage visitors to be prepared to bring their own hand sanitizer with at least
60% alcohol for use in facilities where soap and water are not readily available.
6. Educate players about covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue or their elbow.
Discourage spitting.
7. For contact tracing purposes, to the extent practicable, organizers should maintain a
record including contact information for athletes and coaches who have direct prolonged
interaction.
1. Based on current knowledge, a close contact is someone who was within 6 feet of
an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting from 48 hours before illness
onset until the time the patient is isolated. Close contacts should stay home,
maintain physical distancing, and self-monitor until 14 days from the last date of
exposure.
8. Encourage players to wait in their cars until just before the beginning of a practice, warmup, or game, instead of forming a group.
9. If practice or competition facilities must be shared, consider increasing the amount of
time between practices and competitions to allow for one group to leave before another
group enters the facility/venue. This will minimize interaction between individuals at
points of ingress and egress and allow time for cleaning and disinfecting.
10. Prohibit activities and events such as off-site competitions or excursions (e.g., watching a
professional team compete). (9/10/20)
11. Limit the number of players sitting in confined player seating areas (e.g., dugouts).
Ensure 6 feet of physical distance by allowing players to spread out into spectator areas if
more space is available.
12. Provide physical guides, such as signs and tape on floors or playing fields, to make sure
that coaches and players remain at least 6 feet apart.

Facilities
Indoor sports activities significantly increase exposure to respiratory droplets in the shared air
space. If indoor facilities are used, take steps to improve ventilation in the building.
2. Increase the percentage of outdoor air (e.g., using economizer modes of HVAC
operations) potentially as high as 100% (first verify compatibility with HVAC

system capabilities for both temperature and humidity control as well as
compatibility with outdoor/indoor air quality considerations).
3. Increase total airflow supply to occupied spaces, if possible.
4. Disable demand-control ventilation (DCV) controls that reduce air supply based
on temperature or occupancy.
5. Consider using natural ventilation (i.e., opening windows if possible and safe to
do so) to increase outdoor air dilution of indoor air when environmental
conditions and building requirements allow.
2. Take steps to ensure that all water systems and features (for example, drinking fountains)
are safe to use after a prolonged facility shutdown to minimize the risk of disease. Further
guidance is available from the CDC (see: Guidance for Reopening Buildings After
Prolonged Shutdown or Reduced Operation).
3. Consider restricting the use of water fountains to water bottle refill only with instruction
for individuals to wash or sanitize hands after use.
4. Require any organizations that share or use the sports facilities to follow the
considerations in this guidance.

Cleaning and Disinfection
1. Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces on the field, court, or play surface at least
daily, or between uses as much as possible. Use of shared objects and equipment (e.g.,
balls, bats, gymnastics equipment) should be limited and objects should be cleaned
between uses if possible.
2. Identify a staff member or volunteer to ensure proper cleaning and disinfection of objects
and equipment, particularly for any shared equipment or frequently touched surfaces.
3. Cleaning products must not be used near children, and staff must ensure that there is
adequate ventilation when using these products to prevent children or themselves from
inhaling toxic fumes. (Updated 11/6/20)
4. Use gloves when removing garbage bags or handling and disposing of trash. Wash hands
after removing gloves.
5. Refer to the following documents for guidance on general cleaning and disinfection:
1. COVID-19 Prevention Checklist General Guidance (State of Maine)
2. Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Facility (CDC)
3. Guidance for Cleaning and Disinfecting Public Spaces, Workplaces, Businesses,
Schools and Homes (CDC)

Shared Objects
1. Participants should bring and use their own equipment when possible, or have equipment
designated and labeled for individual use by the organization.
2. Discourage sharing of items, especially those that are difficult to clean, sanitize, or
disinfect. Do not let players share towels, clothing (e.g. uniforms, pinnies), or other items
they use to wipe their faces or hands.
3. Make sure there are adequate supplies of shared items to minimize sharing of equipment
to the extent possible (e.g., protective gear, balls, bats, water bottles); otherwise, limit use

of supplies and equipment to one group of players at a time and clean and disinfect
between use.
4. Keep each player’s belongings separated from others’ and in individually labeled
containers, bags, or areas.
5. If food is offered at any event, have pre-packaged boxes or bags for each attendee instead
of a buffet or family-style meal. Avoid sharing food and utensils.
6. Water bottles should be labeled to avoid cross-contamination.

Cohorting Players and Coaches
1. Keep players together in small, stable groups with dedicated coaches or staff, and make
sure that each group of players and coach avoid mixing with other groups as much as
possible.
2. Teams might consider having the same group of players stay with the same coach or
having the same group of players rotate among coaches.
3. Consider staging within-team scrimmages instead of playing games with other teams to
minimize exposure among players and teams.

Transportation
1. Transportation to and from sports activities require attention because of increased risk of
close proximity and poor ventilation.
2. Limit the use of carpools or van pools. When riding in a vehicle to a sports event,
encourage players to ride with persons living in their same household. Carpooling with
individuals from different households is not recommended.
3. If carpooling with individuals outside one’s household group is necessary, increase
ventilation in the vehicle, and all riders must wear a facial covering, and use hand
sanitizer.
4. If buses are used, spread individuals out to the extent possible, increase the airflow with
open windows if weather permits, require use of face coverings, and provide hand
sanitizer for use when entering and exiting the bus.

COVID-19 Prevention Form
In order to open, businesses must commit to complying with requirements of these
checklists by filling out this short online form. Please note that religious organizations and
licensed health care providers are not required to use this form.
If you have questions, please contact us at business.answers@maine.gov or 1-800-872-3838.

BRUNSWICK RECREATION COMMISSION
JOINT MEETING WITH
THE RIVERS AND COASTAL WATERS COMMISSION
DATE: October 28, 2020
DIGITAL MEETING
TIME: 6:00 pm
VIA ZOOM MEETINGS
MINUTES
Present:

Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission Chairman Marko Melendy, Sue
Stableford, Vice-Chair, Commissioners Bill Good, Helene Harrower, Cory
Theberge, Mark Worthing, and Douglas Niven, Harbor Master, Dan Sylvain,
Coastal Resources Manager, Dan Devereaux, Town Councilor Kathy Wilson, and
Town Councilor Stephen Walker.
Recreation Commission Chair Mike Lyne, Recreation Commissioners William
Wilkoff, Brianne Smithson, Melissa Archbell and Eric Foushee, Parks and
Recreation Director, Tom Farrell; Deputy Director, Troy Smith

Marko Melendy, Chair of the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission, welcomed everyone
to the October meeting of the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission. Melendy established
that this meeting is a special session that includes the Recreation Commission. Melendy
also established that the purpose of the meeting is to discuss common priorities and
develop a plan for how to further those goals. Melendy stated that the RCWC agenda items
have been mostly cleared in an effort to provide ample space for discussion of the two
commissions’ priorities, with the exception of the Harbor Masters Report which is
delivered by Dan Sylvain. Melendy then reiterated that the purpose of the meeting is to
have a discussion to determine which priorities are common between the RWCW and the
Recreation Commission, rather than to discuss budgets or timeframes.
1

MINUTES
Minutes of the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission from prior meetings will not be
considered for approval this evening given the amount of time being dedicated to the joint
session.

2

HARBORMASTER REPORT
Harbormaster, Dan Sylvain, and Coastal Resource Manager, Dan Devereaux, provided an
update on the status of Brunswick’s coastal waters over the course of the summer season,
as well as the usage numbers and usage types after the seasonal shift from summer to fall.

3
3a

NEW BUSINESS
RIVERS AND COASTAL WATERS COMMISSION AND RECREATION
COMMISSION JOINT SESSION
Chair Melendy began this portion of the meeting by reminding participants that this joint
meeting was designed so that the two different commissions could meet and compare notes
on priorities that each commission felt needed to be addressed and to see which priorities
are common between the two groups. Melendy then invited Recreation Director, Tom
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Farrell, to deliver remarks on the impetus of this joint session.
Director Farrell explained that a number of ideas have been communicated to various
members of different Town of Brunswick Commissions over the course of the past year.
Farrell continued to explain that these ideas, which included improvements to different
landings, resulted in Farrell having a discussion with Dan Devereaux about the best way to
coalesce all of the different people who all have a stake in these decisions and the hope was
to bring everyone together to have a conversation about the various challenges. Farrell
added that he produced an outline of the different concerns that had been brought to his
attention from individuals both from the RCWC and from the public. Farrell acknowledged
that some of the issues have been known for an extended period of time, while others a
relatively recent.
Director Farrell continued to summarize that this conversation with Dan Devereaux
resulted in a call between RCWC members Marko Melendy and Cory Theberge, as well as
Recreation Commission members Mike Lyne and Will Wilkoff, in September. During the
meeting, Farrell explained, the group discussed a number of items including:
Simpson’s Point Boat Launch:
 Status of launch repairs
 Parking
 Dogs
 Swimming
 Bank fishermen
Barnes Landing:
 Need for an access upgrade
Lower Androscoggin:
 Kayak launch facility
 Master plan for the gravel access point at the Water Street #1 location, located just
before the Pinette Landing property
All Landings:
 How to make water access guide available onsite to all people at all locations
Mere Point Boat Launch:
 Capacity concerns during peak hours
 Usage
 The need for additional parking
Wharton Point:
 On-going erosion issues at the head of the launch where it transitions from pavement to
gravel before the plank system
Park Rangers:
 Importance of having park rangers in order to minimize user conflict during peak usage
and to direct people in how to launch and remove boats properly given that many verbal
confrontations are spurned by frustrations from operators taking too long on the ramp
Farrell added that the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission delivered remarks to the
Town Council about the importance of restoring the Park Ranger position and the
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Recreation Commission has included them in the previous two budget season. Farrell
recalled, without having exact numbers present, that the expenditure equates to about
$26,000-$30,000 for the two positions which would provide coverage at all of the landings
as well as other park areas from April 1st to November 30th and throughout all 7 days of the
week. Farrell continued to recall that these positions typically included a one bike patrol
assignment and one individual who would patrol by car and they would be scheduled
primarily at the locations that have traditionally presented the largest number of
management issues or user conflicts. Farrell concluded that these Park Rangers were active
with the Parks Department for about 10 years and they proved to be very effective. Farrell
concluded that one additional benefit was the fact that they were an additional set of eyes
and ears on all of the public access points for the Brunswick Police Department because
they often encountered criminal activity taking place in public parks and were trained to
communicate with the Police Department when these things happened, but they were not
authorized to deal with that type of activity.
Director Farrell then explained that these positions have been included in the budget for
two years and have survived the first round of budget cuts, but have not made the final
budget in the last two years given the other priorities. Farrell highlighted that there are a
number of items on the list he read that could be addressed by an individual in this position
should the Parks Department be able to reinstate the Parks Ranger position. Director Farrell
then recognized that he is very aware that there are some capital improvements that need to
be addressed, but he feels as though the best investment to make in the short term is to
reinstate the two positions. Farrell concluded that this is the highest priority item given the
number of complaints received each year. Farrell then welcomed remarks from Dan
Devereaux on his opinion about Park Rangers.
Devereaux agreed that hiring two Park Rangers to support coastal landings throughout the
summer time months will address some of the complaints that are coming in. Devereaux
added that some of the issues Farrell listed are bigger than that though and require some
amount of infrastructure investment. In terms of the user conflicts, Devereaux highlighted
that it is easier to address and control negative behaviors or routines, as well as to educate
the public about the positive alternatives if there is someone on-site. To that point,
Devereaux explained that about 90% of the interactions at these locations are about
respectfully educating the public while 10% of the issues require the police department to
intervene. Devereaux acknowledged that he is aware this meeting is not intended to
include discussions about the budget, but Devereaux also acknowledged that spending
money on reinstating Park Rangers would address the issues present on the agenda and
those discussed during the leadership meeting.
Director Farrell, noting that two Town of Brunswick Councilors are present for the ZOOM
meeting, followed up these remarks by establishing that Town of Brunswick staff are very
aware of the challenges related to the budget. Farrell added that some of the items on the
agenda represent large spending projects and these types of capital improvements would
need a master plan, like the ramp at Simpson’s Point. Additionally, Farrell noted that the
Town of Brunswick purchased land there to provide additional parking, which the Town
Engineer and Public Works Director are working together to examine. Farrell established
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that this will most certainly result in some form of capital expenditure, but, from a safety
standpoint, there also needs to be a more permanent fix than the bandage style repairs that
the launch has typically received due to the fact that large storms have the ability to undo
those repairs and create an imminent hazard.
Director Farrell explained that any of the larger projects including the expanded parking at
Mere Point or a new facility, like a Kayak launch facility that has been proposed for Water
Street #1, would contemplate capital spending. Farrell continued to explain that based on
the last two budgets, COVID-19 implications, and the impacts that it will have moving
forward, the only way larger capital projects could be funded is through grant money. To
that point Farrell explained that the next budget cycle is likely to be even more
conservative than it has typically been given the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and
there likely will not be any discretionary funding for capital projects using local taxpayer
money. Farrell stated that there may be some money available, but it will require funding
outside of Town of Brunswick resources. Farrell expressed that he felt it important to note,
although some may disagree, that from a staff standpoint this is a reality about the budget
and should be included in the conversation. Farrell also expressed that this shouldn’t
impact the priorities, but this consideration is one that all need to be aware of given the
impacts to the budget.
Dan Devereaux agreed with Farrell before directing everyone’s attention to a survey he
sent out to the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission. Devereaux explained that the
survey resulted in each item receiving a cumulative score based on the level of importance
or level of priority determined by the 8 members of the RCW Commission. Devereaux then
broke down the survey data.
First, Devereaux explained that the Mere Point Boat Launch capacity issues were of the
highest priority; however, this concern is being addressed by Inland Fisheries & Wildlife.
Devereaux explained that Simpson’s Point Boat Launch and Parking was second behind
Mere Point. Devereaux admitted that this project in particular would require the grant
funding that Farrell mentioned due to the significance of the repairs that are required.
Devereaux highlighted that the user concerns at Simpson’s Point could also be taken care
of by the Park Rangers. Next, Devereaux touched upon the Wharton Point Launch repairs.
Devereaux established that there is one way to remediate the steady erosion issues and that
is to move the boat launch out of the resource, but that is a very expensive fix. To that point
Devereaux explained that the boat launch was built in the salt marsh and it needs to be
permanently moved back or the regular, costly and time-consuming repairs will need to
keep happening. Fifth on the list, Devereaux noted, is the permanent employment of parttime rangers which would address some of the other issues. Third from the bottom,
Devereaux added, was the creation of a master plan, followed by the upgrades to repair
Barnes Landing. Devereaux stated that these repairs could likely occur with the help of
grant money, but also noted that grant money this year has been impacted heavily by
COVID-19 and were cancelled so the Town of Brunswick did not have the opportunity to
participate. Devereaux added that he can see a shore and harbor grant for a couple thousand
dollars which will help with those repairs. Next on the list is the water access guide at all
locations, which he noted the Town is in possession of now, but it just needs to be erected.
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Devereaux summarized that this survey was based on the items that had been discussed
during the leadership meeting and these are the results of the RCWC input. Devereaux
concluded that many of the issues are either very expensive or they are already being dealt
with. Farrell replied to Devereaux noting that he had not yet mentioned the issue of
swimming at any public landings. Farrell added that the previous season saw conflicts
between swimmers and dogs at Simpson’s Point, but the issue of swimming is not specific
to Simpson’s Point as there are people swimming at every location where there is a boat
access, like Sawyer Park and Water Street, when the conditions are favorable. To that point
Farrell established that these folks are swimming in areas where swimming is not permitted
by ordinance and swimming is not permitted based on a number of different ordinances
that can be referenced, including the Marine Structures Ordinance and the Parks and
Recreation Areas Ordinance as well. Farrell explained that swimmers in these locations
have historically been moved when they are discovered swimming in a prohibited location,
but Simpson’s Point presents a unique challenge in that the Town only owned the right of
way to the water until very recently. Farrell continued to explain that it became a very
popular destination after the launch was closed to trailered boats as there was no longer a
conflict between boaters and folks swimming off of the launch. Given that the Town has
acquired more land, Farrell added, it has provided a lot more frontage which encourages
people to utilize the location more frequently for swimming, but the launch itself is still
available for hand carry craft and the ordinance does not permit swimming in the right of
way to the water.
Director Farrell proposed that there may need to be some fine-tuning of the ordinance that
would include Simpson’s Point being removed from the non-swimming ordinance given
that it is not a motorized launch any longer. Farrell concluded that the issues at Simpson’s
Point do not only include capital and personnel considerations, but also issues of ordinance
language. Farrell then emphasized that the ordinance language is what drives the decision
making around how to operate and manage facilities.
Devereaux replied to Farrell’s hypothesized opening of Simpson’s Point for swimming by
highlighting that, in his experience, once a public boat launch site is given up it is hard to
get back. Devereaux expressed that his concern is that the change in language would result
in Simpson’s Point Boat Launch permanently shifting to a hand-carry launch, which was
not part of the agreement when the launch was first closed down. Devereaux then detailed
that Simpson’s Point was closed to motorized boats in order to study the impact that boats
had on the eel grass, but it was determined that boats were not causing the harm that was
impacting the eel grasses. Devereaux then expressed his concern regarding the loss of
Simpson’s Point as a boat launch because it is forcing boaters further down the bay to Mere
Point and those boats then have to traverse back up the bay in treacherous winter
conditions. Devereaux theorized that this will eventually lead to more serious issues in the
future because folks, like shellfish harvesters, are 5 miles further from their destination
point when they could have launch from a closer, safer location in the off season.
Devereaux concluded that he is always hesitant to take language out of the ordinance and to
change usage because of the reasons he detailed. Devereaux further concluded that the
usage at Simpson’s Point has been out of control since it was closed down years ago.
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Chair Melendy followed up these remarks by thanking Farrell for including the additional
non-boat launch uses and conflict management concerns in his address. Melendy noted that
the survey they took included Simpson’s Point in general, but did not delineate the different
issues including dogs, swimming, fishing, kayak launching. Melendy then asked Farrell if
he was suggesting that ordinance language is changed to permit swimming or to more
actively enforce the non-swimming ordinance. Melendy added that he looked back at the
Harbor Management plan which included surveys conducted at that time. Melendy noted
that those surveys asked participants to identify themselves and saltwater swimmer made
up about 80% of the demographic. Melendy noted that this indicates that saltwater
swimming has been going on for some time and it would be good for people to have a
location to safely continue this activity.
Councilor Stephen Walker stated that the current design for Simpson’s Point road and
parking improvements were intended to be paid for out of the remaining Mere Point 946
funds, but it did not include long-term stewardship or the reconstruction of a launch.
Walker also recalled a grant application that was withdrawn a number of years back
because of a challenge with the landowner that the Town was looking to purchase the land
from. Walker noted that this grant is something that could be reapplied for and it covers
$20,000. Walker hypothesized that construction costs would be covered when adding that
$20,000 to the 946 Mere Point funding. Walker then asked if swimming could be permitted
off of the pocket beach that was acquired by the Town without changing the ordinance
language.
Farrell stated that he feels the land acquired by the Town is a sensible place for people to
swim, but, if the public is going to be encouraged to swim there, at minimum there needs to
be signage indicating that they are swimming at their own risk given the liability.
Additionally, Farrell noted that some users are frustrated by being moved away from the
landing because they don’t see what the conflict is, but they are not supposed to be
swimming in that right of way. Farrell added that the private landowner to the right of the
ramp, when looking out to the water, has always been willing to allow people to swim in
the intertidal zone. Farrell summarized that he mentioned all of these points as an effort to
educate folks about the questions and concerns that the Parks and Recreation Department
regularly fields on the subject.
Farrell then highlighted that people clearly are not going to motorized launches in order to
swim because they do not want their lives or their child’s life to be endangered, however,
they are then going to Simpson’s Point and also getting upset about the fact that they are
being moved off of the launch because no one is launching boats from that location. Farrell
then thanked Devereaux for mentioning the long term planning for Simpson’s Point and
agreed that public access launch points for boating are very difficult to get and someday
Simpson’s Point may go back into motorized use. Farrell then affirmed Devereaux point
about the closure of Simpson’s Point and reiterated that it was in fact closed to study the eel
grass situation. Farrell established that while Simpson’s Point may not open for motorized
use tomorrow, it should still be considered for opening at some point in the future. Farrell
then used the example of the shellfish harvesters and their dangerous wintertime trek from
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Mere Point to the flats which previously were easily and safely accessible as a reason for
why it may re-open the Simpsons Point launch in the future to motorized vessels.
Councilor Walker agreed with Farrell, but also noted that he understood that Simpson’s
Point was permanently closed to submerged propeller vessels. Walker added that an
argument was later made to reopen it to submerged propellers in the off season and the
Maine Department of Environmental Protection was contacted about doing so once the eel
grass was senesced and the chance for damage was reduced. Walker then asked Devereaux
where that stands, what communications have been sent to them and if there have been any
change on the part of the Maine DEP. Devereaux replied that there has been no change on
the part of DEP and numerous letters have been sent to them over the course of the last 6
years requesting this. The most recent communication, Devereaux explained, was a year
and a half ago when the Marine Resources Committee and Rivers and Coastal Waters
Commission requested that the Brunswick Town Council reach out to DEP. Councilor
Walker acknowledged that it is time to follow up on this topic and he committed to
bringing it up at the Town Council level. Walker recognized that this likely could not reopen during the growing season given the focus on eel grasses for carbon storage purposes,
but the winter conditions present a good case for the seasonal re-opening of the launch
from a boaters’ safety standpoint.
Councilor Walker then segued to Devereaux’s proposition to pull the Wharton Point
Launch back to the high tide level and asked how that would impact current usage at the
location. Devereaux explained that the idea was first introduced by Jared Woolston from
the Planning Department in response to the living shoreline assessment and the erosion
fixes that Wharton Point kept requiring. Devereaux established that it would likely be a
time consuming endeavor and would require land acquisition in order to offer the same
amount of parking, but it was proposed as a way to remediate the larger problem of
shoreline erosion and the deterioration of the salt marshes. Devereaux added that it very
clear that the ramp has something to do with the wave energy at the point and it is causing
erosion of the salt marshes on the easterly side of the ramp. Devereaux concluded that the
fix would require significant effort, but is always on the minds of Brunswick’s leaders in
their efforts to satisfy users at the location. Councilor Walker asked how this would impact
functional access and also noted that the State of Maine currently has a lot of funding
available for pulling fill out of the intertidal zone. Walker acknowledged that grant funding
could boost the construction if it could still be a functional launch following the work.
Devereaux agreed with Walker and also noted that, during the shoreline stabilization effort,
Woolston has spoken with the State of Maine representatives about this topic.
Director Farrell followed up these remarks by adding that discussions during a site walk
included the idea to pave the approach to the plank system because the approach falls short
of beginning of the plank and that is where the erosion is constantly occurring. Farrell
added that the Department is at Wharton’s Point almost daily during peak use seasons in
order to fill the voids generated by one or two high tides. Farrell explained that, while
paving up to the plank system would potentially solve the current problem, he is unsure
what impact the impervious surface have on the surrounding natural area. Farrell concluded
that a more permanent solution, like pavement instead of gravel, would have long lasting

Brunswick Recreation Commission
October 28, 2020

Town Council Chambers, Town Hall
Page 8 of 13

impacts on the rate of erosion.
Director Farrell then segued to establishing a point that he feels is paramount to this
meeting and to the joint efforts of the two commissions, which is to identify the one or two
highest priority items that the staff can focus on in the coming year. Farrell explained that
the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission is a relatively recent addition in terms of
management of the facilities of the Town, but the Parks and Recreation Department is
charged with their management and maintenance and the finances for maintaining and
upgrading these sites is reflected in Parks Department budget as well. Farrell continued to
explain that the Recreation Commission has been very supportive of recommendations that
come in and have budgeted for those requests when they come in, like for Park Rangers,
but they are continually cut in budget talks because they are significantly larger than some
of the other proposed budget items. Farrell concluded that another proposal for Parks
Rangers before the Town Council would have to include a very well-articulated rational for
why it is a priority to reintroduce this service that the Town of Brunswick has done without
for a number of years. Farrell also concluded that it would be helpful to have the Rivers
and Coastal Waters Commission present when it came time for the Parks Department to
present the proposed budget because it would be helpful to have that input when the Town
Council asks why the Park Rangers are so important when the Town has gone without them
for about 10 years. Farrell added that the Parks Department wants Park Rangers to remain
in the budget, but, when the Department is faced with the challenge of supporting a new
$30,000 request that didn’t exist the previous year, it is tough to prioritize that request over
services that have traditionally been provided. Farrell explained that he wanted to be clear
that the Parks and Recreation Department values the input of the Rivers and Coastal Waters
Commission, but this is how the process works.
Chair Melendy asked Farrell if it is the Town Council who reviews the budget and makes
the determination or if the elimination is happening at the Parks and Rec level. Farrell
explained that the budget it first presented to the Town Council and then the Town
Manager reviews all of the departments’ budgets before he makes a recommendation to the
Town Council about what should be funded. In the past three years, Farrell continued, the
Town Council has directed the Town Manager to prioritize a number of tiered reductions to
get to a certain tax rate increase. For example, Farrell explained that, if the budget came in
at a 5% increase, the Council will request to see the impact of eliminating items and
reducing the budget to a 3% increase, followed by a 2.5% and a 2% increase. Farrell
continued to explain that each department will then sit with the Town Manager and move
through each of the tiers in order to reach the request of the Council. To that point, Farrell
established that the Park Rangers have always made it to the last tier and he has always
tried to keep them in the budget, but they have not survived the last cut. Farrell then
emphasized that it is not the Town Council that is specifically requesting that these Park
Rangers are removed from the budget, but they are requesting that the Town of Brunswick
staff make an effort to best preserve services while also trimming the budget. Farrell
highlighted that these boat launches can certainly still operate without Park Rangers, which
is why they have been eliminated from the budget, but the user conflicts and other
management issues will continue. Melendy followed up Farrell remarks by affirming that
the RCWC would be happy to assist at a greater level in expressing the importance of Park
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Rangers as these conflicts are continually increasing and as use at the launches is extending
beyond just boats.
Melendy then inquired if it would be more beneficial to include these positions in the
Marine Resources budget, which is part of the Planning Department, instead of the Parks
and Recreation budget or if they would still encounter the same constraints. Farrell replied
to Melendy by highlighting that the Park Rangers historically had a much larger
responsibility than just the public access water locations, including the Bike Path, athletic
complexes and neighborhood parks. Devereaux agreed with Farrell and added that the
locations and responsibilities Farrell mentioned are the reason why they also were not
slated to be included in the budget for the Brunswick Police Department.
Chair Lyne responded to the previous remarks this evening by establishing that he feels in
conflict sometimes with the priorities of the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission
because the Recreation Commission is tasked with balancing the programming and
equipment needs of the Parks Department while also considering the capital needs of the
boat landings. Lyne added that the RCWC does not have a funding source or an associated
department, but it is clear that there needs to be a fund of some sort that can help to address
these needs into the future. Lyne proposed that the Parks and Recreation Department could
potentially ask for additional money in the budget each year with the understanding that the
Town has a grant writer who is trying to offset some of the capital increase with grant
money. Chair Lyne concluded that he is curious if there is a way to more assertively go
after grant funding for these projects, rather than take them out of the budget process. Lyne
further concluded that he does not know a lot about the Land and Water Conservation
Fund, but is aware that there is a lot of funding available for it this year. Melendy agreed
with Lyne, but also noted that he is unaware if the grant writing position has been staffed
yet. Melendy then suggested that the Town Councilors present in the meeting might have
more input, to which Council Walker replied with an affirmation that he would be willing
to make this priority.
Director Farrell replied by emphasizing that the Park Rangers have been the highest
priority of the two commissions over the past few years, but the Park Rangers are also the
most challenging the obtain funding for through a grant process. To that point Farrell
established that grant money is typically for infrastructure, rather than to pay for on-going
staffing. Farrell also affirmed that Land and Water Conservation has finally been fully
funded after decades of trying to get Congress to support it at that level so there is more
grant money available at that level and it could be a tool for the Town, but it should not be
considered as a source to pay for staffing.
Chair Melendy asked Farrell if the Town of Brunswick was granted funds for staffing
through the Keep Maine Healthy program in order to cover the cost of placing monitors at
the athletic fields and parks. Melendy then noted that the program included funding for
monitors to be located at water sites as well, but it seemed that monitors did not extend
beyond the athletic fields, the Town Mall and parks. Farrell declared that the monitors did
not extend beyond those locations because one challenge with the grant is that it covered a
very limited window of time from August to the end of October. Farrell explained that the
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Parks Department was able to employ a number of people with the purpose of assisting in
managing the virus. Farrell continued to explain that this additional staff was tasked with
informing the public about expectations with regard to COVID-19 mitigation efforts when
entering Town of Brunswick buildings and additional staff at outdoor locations were given
the task of assisting in programming. Farrell noted, however, that the position on the Mall
was never filled as it was not a particularly attractive job to job seekers. Farrell reiterated
that the grant did pay for staffing for this purpose, but in the discussions about how to
utilize the funds Park Rangers had not been considered given how stringent the grant
requirements were.
Chair Melendy summarized the meeting thus far and noted that are clearly two priorities,
which are conflict management and capital improvements. Chair Melendy noted that the
priorities of the RCWC and Recreation Commission are hard to trim down or identify a
greatest need. Melendy then expressed his personal opinion that Simpson’s Point is of
particular importance as user conflicts between different user groups at the location are
exacerbated by the two groups being unable to share the space. Additionally, Melendy
mentioned that the infrastructure needs increase the importance of Simpson’s Point because
of the dangerous nature of the decaying launch. Melendy then welcomed input from other
RCW Commissioners.
Commissioner Cory Theberge emphasized that there is already a heavy usage at the public
water access points throughout the summer and this level of use is likely to increase in the
coming season given the COVID-19 pandemic. Theberge proposed charging more in fees
or increasing the cost of programming to cover the cost of employing the Park Rangers.
Theberge concluded that the need for Park Rangers is high and it could be beneficially to
charge $2 or $3 here or there to cover the cost. Melendy expressed his level of concern at
adding this type of fee given the limited access Brunswick has to salt water.
Harbormaster Sylvain expressed his support for charging for overnight parking at the Mere
Point Boat Launch. Sylvain noted that is not something that has typically been done, but if
the IF&W is in support of it and if there could be 5 or so parking stalls set aside for it, the
money taken in from it could help to cover the Park Rangers. Melendy added that it seems
as though the overnight users are not Brunswick residents, but are folks travelling to
Brunswick to head to the island overnight so he felt that could be a good source of funding.
Councilor Kathy Wilson agreed with Sylvain, but also proposed a yearly pass instead of a
per diem fee so that it would be more affordable for those who cannot afford it.
Commissioner Helene Harrower proposed asking for the Park Ranger funding in a trial
basis to cover the peak months of July and August, weekends in June, and throughout
holiday weekends outside of those times. Harrower also expressed that in her experience,
after hearing from many folks who have spoken up after being unable to park there, she can
emphatically declare that the people who are looking to park at Mere Point over night have
no problem paying for parking. Harrower acknowledged that the State of Maine may or
may not allow it, but they could also make a donation if the State won’t let them pay.
Harrower did not agree with the yearly fee because some people only visit twice while
others need it every day, but felt that a per diem fee of $25 would be reasonable. Chair
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Lyne agreed with Harrower’s comment about the Park Ranger coverage over that window
of time. Lyne explained that he frequents Simpson’s Point by bike and feels that peak
usage is the high tide throughout July and August. Chair Lyne then proposed revising the
Park Ranger position and bringing it back to the Town Council in this trimmed down
version. Chair Melendy expressed that from a usage standpoint he would be interested in
hearing about user data from Dan Sylvain, Dan Devereaux and Director Farrell that would
include the number of folks using a particular resource.
Devereaux replied to Chair Lyne and Commissioner Harrowers comment about the pared
down request for the peak months of July and August, noting that trimming this back to just
the boat launches would be reasonable, but also Devereaux also noted that the Park
Rangers have typically covered other facilities. Devereaux added that activity in the Town
of Brunswick typically increases from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Devereaux concluded
that a request like Lyne and Harrower proposed with boat launch coverage in July and
August, it would limit the Park Rangers ability to monitor other parks or assist with the
maintenance crew. Devereaux reiterated that July and August are certainly packed with
users. Devereaux then further concluded that Commissioner Theberge is correct in his
assertion that there will not be a slowing of outdoor recreaters.
Director Farrell responded to the comment about charging fees by establishing that, while
he does not have the Memorandum of Understanding with him, there are restrictions to
what the Town of Brunswick can charge fees for. Farrell explained that he would need to
look back at that document and whatever the Town of Brunswick proposes would then
have to be approved by the Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife. Councilor Walker
recalled that the Town of Brunswick was permitted to charge fees as long as the fees were
allocated to the maintenance of the boat launch. Walker also recalled staffing to assist in
the proper usage of the launch was included in that maintenance. Walker then recollected
that he spent time with Director Farrell visiting different boat launches throughout
Southern and Midcoast Maine to better understand local fee structures, but those were all
over the place in regard to the fees being charged. Council Walker expressed that he feels it
inappropriate to charge fees at sites other than Mere Point and Sawyer Park, but usage has
increased to a point that fees should be considered. Walker established that he is in support
of fees for both commercial and recreation usage and Walker proposed that there should be
a differential for resident and non-resident rates for use. Walker concluded that his only
other consideration is the amount of time necessary to administer the program. Walker
further concluded that use at Brunswick’s boat launches has exploded and these types of
fees are in place all over the Maine’s coast so it makes sense for Brunswick. Walker also
added that it would be beneficial for some of this funding to potentially go towards a new
water access fund.
Commissioner Stableford proposed handling the user conflicts at Simpson’s Point which
would not require money. Stableford recalled issues she had mentioned before about dogs
at Simpson’s Point. Stableford proposed limits on dogs there because it hard to get in and
out of the water when they are on the ramp so this would improve the experience for older
people, small children and dogs. Stableford continued on to suggest that Brunswick could
set hours that dogs are welcome as many area beaches have limits on the hours that dogs
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are welcome throughout the peak season. Stableford said there are also conflicts between
folks fishing off the ramp as well and they are presenting a dangerous situation for other
users. Melendy acknowledged that having Park Rangers would address this issue.
Stableford replied that the issue is a lack of prohibition at Simpson’s Point and, while
having Park Rangers there would be helpful, she proposed this could be better addressed
with new ordinance language limiting dogs.
Commissioner Niven asked if it would be possible to request an increase in the support that
the Inland Fisheries & Wildlife extends to support maintenance of the Mere Point Boat
Launch as a way to pay for the Park Rangers so that they could assist with the congestion
and management of the parking. Melendy looked to Devereaux to speak about the funding
levels from the IF&W, but Devereaux deffered to Farrell. Farrell explained that the
expenses for Mere Point vary from year to year, but the Town of Brunswick typically
invests more than $10,000 annually. In terms of the State of Maine funding, Farrell
explained that the Town can submit reimbursement for up to $10,000. Farrell added that
the Town of Brunswick has spoken to them about an increase in the past, but they have
indicated that $10,000 is the maximum for reimbursement. Farrell also added that he could
certainly go back and ask again, but this is what they have responded with for a number of
years. Melendy concluded from Farrell’s remarks that this limit throughout the State of
Maine will make it hard to argue for more. Melendy added that the IF&W owns the boat
launch and the Town of Brunswick maintains and operates it.
Director Farrell concluded that it is clear that Simpson’s Point needs to be the collaborative
focus of the Town of Brunswick staff including Dan Devereaux and Dan Sylvain, as well
as Parks and Recreation Department staff. Farrell further concluded that Simpson’s Point
has so many issues that need to be addressed. Farrell established that IF&W is still
planning to expand parking at Mere Point and they are planning to pay for the project.
Farrell noted that while Brunswick may prefer for this project to be completed earlier, the
IF&W are slated to take care of the work and it is underway. Farrell reiterated that
Simpson’s Point has a myriad of varying issues and Farrell requested that the two
commissions to agree on the proposal for Town of Brunswick staff to work on remediating
these issues at Simpson’s Point together. Farrell affirmed that he and Devereaux could
provide updates on ordinances and capital infrastructure improvements over the course of
the coming meetings. Farrell noted that other Town of Brunswick staff, who are already
working on the parking design and cost estimates, would also be involved. Farrell added
that the ordinance issue of dogs and swimming also speak to the fact that the number of
issues at Simpson’s Point well exceeds the number of issues at any other access point.
Farrell concluded that this seems to be a reasonable goal to work on in the coming year.
Chair Melendy agreed with Farrell’s remarks as well as Commissioner Worthing who
summarized that Simpson’s Point should be the focus because it encompasses ordinance
issues, usage challenges and a history of conflicts. Worthing asserted that Simpson’s Point
would benefit from a comprehensive effort to fix these problems in a collaborative way that
works towards a common plan. Worthing added that the two commissions should also
work together to strive for Park Rangers even if just on a seasonal or weekend basis.
Melendy agreed with Worthing in terms of including Park Rangers in the collaborative

Brunswick Recreation Commission
October 28, 2020

Town Council Chambers, Town Hall
Page 13 of 13

effort and also noted that member of the commissions who frequent Simpson’s Point would
have valuable input for this project.
Chair Melendy asked if Farrell’s proposal is for the two commissions to work to develop
plans for accommodating the different use types at Simpson’s Point and then to meet
together to compare notes or if this would be a subcommittee. Farrell replied that he
envisioned each commission including this priority as an agenda item moving forward.
Farrell added that he would be willing to staff a subcommittee with Dan Devereaux that has
one or two appointees from each commission. Farrell continued on to note that they would
work with the staff to frame all the issues and then develop a plan to attack them. Farrell
proposed that representative or two could be selected during the November meeting of the
respective commissions. Chair Melendy affirmed that the Rivers and Coastal Waters
Commission will select representatives at their upcoming meeting.
Harbormaster Sylvain expressed that if the Town of Brunswick is going to invest time and
money into boat landings, surveillance cameras need to be a priority. Sylvain noted that
Devereaux had already drafted a policy proposal and found funding for this effort, but
Sylvain also noted that he was unaware if the funding still remains or if the funding is
awaiting policy approval. Devereaux explained that the funding is no longer available as
this effort took place a number of years ago. Devereaux added that measurements were
taken at Mere Point for cameras, but ultimately IF&W had an issue with cameras on their
property and there would likely be issues with other boat launches in Town as well.
Devereaux summarized that the cameras were a way to solve some of the issues without
having Park Rangers present. Devereaux concluded that this is something that could be
discussed at the subcommittee meeting.
Commissioner Stableford inquired when the next meeting of the RCWC given the holiday
schedule. Chair Melendy differed to Dan Devereaux for the scheduling of the meeting and
noted that the RCWC should be in communication about alternative dates. Devereaux
noted that the November meeting will likely need to be pushed to December.
Chair Melendy closed the meeting by thanking the Recreation Commission and Rivers and
Coastal Waters Commission for coming to the joint session. Melendy expressed that the
session has been productive and it has been useful to hear different perspectives. With no
further comments, Chair Melendy suggested adjourning the meeting.
7

OTHER BUSINESS
None.

8

The date for the next meeting of the Recreation Commission is November 18th at 7:00pm
via Zoom.

9

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 pm.

Brunswick Veterans Plaza

Dedication Ceremony

NOW OFFICIALLY OPEN!

Wednesday, November 11, 2020

“On behalf of our veterans and all
those affiliated with the project, I
am pleased and excited to extend an
invitation to everyone to please come
and experience the newly constructed
Veterans Plaza on the north side of
the downtown Brunswick Mall.”
– David Watson, Chair Veterans Plaza
Organizing Committee

A Place to Honor and Reflect
The plaza mission serves to remind us
of the service and sacrifice made by
our Armed Forces and the Merchant
Marine throughout our history, and
acknowledge their contributions to
the well-being of our society.

Plaza
Commemorative
Coins
Available!

Veterans Plaza Dedication Featured Keynote Speaker:
Command Sergeant Major Gretchen Evans, USA (Ret.)
CSM (R) Evans entered the United States Army in 1979 and spent the next 27 years serving her country, including
numerous deployments as an Intelligence Analyst, Counterintelligence Agent, Paratrooper and Command Sergeant
Major for various units. Her final assignment was in the Middle East as the Garrison Command Sergeant Major of
Commander, Combined Forces Command, Afghanistan where she was responsible for over 30,000 ground troops
throughout the area of operation. CSM (R) Evans is a Bronze Star recipient and has numerous other awards and
decorations. She spends her time now serving as a mentor, coach and community activist focusing on improving
the lives of her fellow veterans.
She will be inducted into the U.S. Army Women’s Foundation Hall of Fame in March 2021. She lives in Brunswick, ME
with her husband CAPTAIN Robert D. Evans, Chaplain, U. S. Navy (Ret.) and their two service dogs, Aura and Rusty.

Veterans Plaza Dedication Guest Speakers:

Major General
Douglas
Farnham
Maine
National Guard

Susan M.
Collins

Angus S.
King

U.S.
Senator

U.S.
Senator

Rear
Admiral
Jan Cody Gaudio
USN (Ret.)

The challenges of COVID-19 forced us to only video the Veterans
Day Dedication. Please view the video of the Dedication Ceremony.
www.veteransplaza.info/Live
Honor Roll of Leadership Donors
Honor Club ($50,000 and Above)
Virginia M. Caruso and Linda J. Piper

Loyalty Club ($25,000 to $49,999)
Bowdoin College • Priority Group and the Howard Family
Crooker Construction • The Town of Brunswick, ME
Frank and Ted Crooker

Victory Club ($10,000 to $24,999)

Thank You!
The Organizing Committee for the Veterans Plaza wishes to thank all donors and all volunteers
who helped make this plaza possible. Every single donation was important to us reaching our goals.
Many people provided assistance in organizing events, providing logistics, and overall support
during the four years leading up to this dedication.
We must also thank the town and citizens of Brunswick for allowing and welcoming this tribute to
veterans in their town. Not only allow, but provide space on the hallowed downtown mall.
The Organizing Committee:
Bryan David Cobb, Barbara Desmarais, Tom Farrell, Davielle Hawks, David Knight, Peter Lavallee,
James Nelon, Roger Stevens, Kathryn Cobb, Joe Donahue, Chet Garrison, Nancy Hory, Sue LaPlante,
Greg Lozier, James Oikle, David Watson
Committee Members:
Brunswick American Legion George T. Files Post 20
Patriot Riders of America Maine Chapter 2, Brunswick
Rev. Joseph Lamarre Memorial Post 2197 Topsham Veterans of Foreign Wars
Dedicated citizens of Brunswick
The Construction Team:
Richardson & Associates Landscape Architects
Atlantic Landscape Construction
Richardson Monuments
Collette Monuments
Special Recognition:
U.S. Senator Susan M. Collins • U.S. Senator Angus S. King, Jr. • Brunswick Downtown Association
Brunswick American Legion George T. Files Post 20 • Town of Brunswick Maine
Rev. Joseph Lamarre Memorial Post 2197 Topsham Veterans of Foregin Wars • Mid-Coast Veterans Council
Patriot Riders of America Maine Chapter 2 • Village Improvement Association of Brunswick

Bath Savings Institution • Cool As A Moose
Goodwin’s Chevrolet - Volvo • Brunswick Development Corp.
First Federal Savings of Bath • Magery and Robert Healing
Alfred M. Senter Fund • Albert E. Ward, Navy Veteran
Village Improvement Association of Brunswick

Benefactor Club ($5,000 to $9,999)
Atlantic Federal Credit Union • Bill Dodge Auto Group
Norway Savings Bank • The Highlands • Wal-Mart Supercenter
Bangor Savings Bank • Tontine, Dan and Amy Caitlin
Margo and David Knight • Richard and Eleanor Morrell
Preti Flaherty Beliveau and Pachios, LLC
Gretchen and Robert Evans • Mid Coast Hospital
Brunswick American Legion Post 20
Fort Andross and Waterfront Maine • The Goble Family

Patron Club ($2,500 to $4,999)
The Nathaniel Davis Fund • Yankee Lanes
Riley Insurance Agency • Edward Jones • The Times Record

Friends Club ($1,000 to $2,499)
The Employees of Bath Iron Works
Mike and Nancy Walker Hory • Elaine and William Coleman
VFW Post 2197, Topsham • The Volunteers Jazz Band
The Cryer and the Crosby Family • Ed and Jo Bradley
Carolyn Ross Bulliner • Hammond Lumber
United Masonic Lodge #8 • Sitelines, PA
Rotary Club of Brunswick • Midcoast Federal Credit Union
Wally J. Staples Buliders • Jackson A. Parker
In Memory of Granville C. “Bill” Finneran II • Lowes 2536, Brunswick, Maine

Please be respectful while crosscountry skiing on the Mere Creek
Golf Course & Kate Furbish
Preserve.
Recreational access is made possible by the
Mere Creek Golf Club,
Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority
& Town of Brunswick.

GUIDELINES
•

Ski at your own risk; these trails are not
patrolled.

•

Stay on groomed trails only; keep off the
greens and tees on the golf course.

•

Dogs are allowed, but please keep them
leashed and off the groomed trails, and clean
up after them.

•

Snowshoers and walkers, please stay off
groomed trails.

•

Place all trash in the blue receptacles located
in the parking lot.
Have a safe and enjoyable ski!

