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Action Minutes
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[bookmark: _Hlk34817099][bookmark: _Hlk62474686][bookmark: _Hlk29195566]Marine Resources Committee Members Present: Chair Cody Gillis, Vice Chair Susan Olcott Anthony Yuodsnukis, Derek Devereaux, and Marko Melendy 
Members Absent:  Blain Lund, Sam Cassidy (Non-voting, Student Representative)
Staff Present:  Dan Devereaux, Costal Resource Officer; Dan Sylvain, Marine Warden / Harbormaster
A meeting of the Brunswick Marine Resources Committee was held on Wednesday, March 3, 2021 at Town Hall, 85 Union Street, Meeting Room.  Chair Cody Gillis called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.
Minutes: February minutes postponed.

Warden’s Report
a. DMR Legal Notice Changes: DMR has come out with new easier classifications when there are closures.  Officer Sylvain provided a brief overview of these new codes and stated that they will continue to work with DMR to make sure that all of Brunswick’s areas are represented.  
CRO Devereaux added that another reason behind this change is that it can help in the export of product outside the country.
b. State license expires April 30th.
c. Letter of intent is due by the end of the business day on March 12th.
d. 800,000 8mill quahog seed have been ordered.  Brian Beal will be delivering the seed this spring; both what was overwintered and what was just purchased.  The seed will be going into Harpswell Cove.
e. Airboat Regulation: Officer Sylvain stated that there have been two more working group meetings since the Committee has last met. A proposal was made at the last February meeting that noise cut-off would be 75 decibels no matter what.  More discussion and opposition were had at a meeting today with discussion around 90 decibels from 7-7.  There will be another meeting on Monday, March 8th.  

CRO Devereaux stated that there may be another independent noise study that will also look at outside noises such as leaf blowers and lawn mowers.  

Steve Walker asked about enforcement and evidence.  Officer Sylvain replied that he has spoken with the ADA who would handle these complaints and it will be incredibly difficult to prosecute as well as maintain his everyday duties. Marko Melendy added that there were many others at the meeting who felt the same way and it seems like it will be exceedingly difficult to enforce.  
Marko Melendy expressed his concerns regarding this topic which includes testing methods, enforceability and potential overkill in having an overall rule that effects other municipalities that do not have this problem.  

CRO Devereaux and Marko Melendy discussed the costs that will be involved and who will be responsible for these costs.

Anthony Yuodsnukis noted that air boats in Maine are somewhat new and are generally found in the southern states.  He asked what those states do.  Marko Melendy replied that in Florida they have a 90 decibel limits.  

Susan Olcott asked if this has been discussed at the Harbormasters Association.  Officer Sylvain and CRO Deveraux said it has not been brought up to them; Officer Sylvain to follow-up with the Harbormasters Association regarding this issue.
Members discussed the need for education behind air boats, how they work, safety and how they are run.

1. Re-establish recreational license (Committee Action Required):  CRO Deveraux provided a brief overview behind the state rule and the process that the Town uses.  He pointed out that the Town of Brunswick does not have a big recreational use. 

Marko Melendy asked how this will affect the commercial harvesters.  Cody Gillis replied that he goes out everyday during the summer and he only saw roughly 12 last summer.  Derek Deveraux holds a recreational license and he stated that he only went out a few times.  Anthony Yuodsnukis pointed out that the price of the license alone is a deterrent.

MOTION BY CODY GILLIS TO RE-ESTABLISH THE RECREATIONAL LICENSE TO UNLIMITED AFTER 90 DAYS.  MOTION SECONDED BY ANTHONLY YUODSNUKIS, APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

2. Student Training Video:  Susan Olcott introduced student Sarah Johnson who is putting together a better training video.  Susan added that one of Sarah’s ideas is to generate a slide show with embedded videos; this will make changes much easier to fix.  

Sarah Johnson shared her proposal and script.  Members provided feedback and suggestions.  

CRO Deveraux to forward the draft to members for further review.

3. BMRC Seed Budget Request:  CRO Devereaux stated that he has requested an increase in the seed budget from $3,500 to $7,000.  He explained that it is more fiscally responsible to spend the extra money to purchase larger seed then to have their own nursery.  Anthony Yuodsnukis noted that their rate of return will be quicker because product can be harvested sooner.   

CRO Devereaux discussed up Wellers and nursery system as it pertains to the Town of Harpswell and Cape Cod.  He stated that he does not think that Brunswick could properly maintain an up Weller and nursery system without more man power. In addition, they do not have adequate up Weller space.

4. New Business 
· The Town Hall will begin to open up to Town meetings, with a hybrid option.  A mask must be worn at all times and a COVID form will need to be filled out.  
5. Old Business
· Marko Melendy, representative for the Rivers and Costal Waters Commission, provided an overview of discussions among the RCWC regarding private piers / docks and the request that they have made to the Planning Board to pause on approval of piers / docks. The Commission will draft a similar letter to both the Planning Board and the Town Council. 

Adjourn
This meeting was adjourned at 9:02 P.M.   

Respectfully Submitted,

Tonya Jenusaitis
Recording Secretary 

PLEASE NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE ACTION MINUTES. THE ENTIRE MEETING CAN BE VIEWED AT http://tv3hd.brunswickme.org. 
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